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Is Modern Education Truly “Empowering” Women?
(Mugadas Ghumman)

The education system of any society is, or should be,
deeply rooted in its societal foundations. Education
serves as a means to an end, and when a society’s
goals are clear, it can design an education system to
support those objectives. However, when societal
goals are unclear, the ruling elite often take control of
both governance and intellectual discourse, shaping
education systems to serve their own interests. What,
then, is the objective of the current global order? It is
capitalism and, hence, materialism. This system
imposes an education model that molds individuals
into capitalist and materialistic beings.

Adam Smith, the father of capitalism, argued that
society benefits when individuals work in their self-
interest to generate capital. In this view, societal
welfare is tied to wealth accumulation and material
gain alone. As a result, in a system dominated by
materialism, anyone not contributing to capital
production is considered unproductive or even
irrelevant.

Under this capitalist framework, women who
dedicate themselves to homemaking are often
perceived as non-beneficial to society. This is where
the Islamic perspective fundamentally diverges from
its rivals. In Islam, a woman's worth is not determined
by her ability to generate capital. Instead, her role as
a mother and homemaker is seen as equally vital to
society’s well-being. A woman who nurtures and
raises a family contributes to the moral and social
fabric of the community, a role as significant as that
of a man who earns income. Unfortunately,
industrialization and the expansion of capitalism have
devalued these contributions, reducing society’s
focus to material success alone. The act of raising
healthy, morally upright children has been dismissed
as insignificant, and instilling high moral values in
future generations has been overshadowed by
material aspirations.

This dynamic explains why education for men and
women differs in Afghanistan, a society guided by
Islamic principles rather than capitalist interests.
Today's globalized culture exerts enormous pressure
on all societies to confarm to its norms, leaving little
room for nations to define their own values and
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educational frameworks. Afghanistan, in particular,
has faced widespread criticism for its policies
regarding women'’s education. Modern education is
often described by institutions like the World Bank as
an “investment critical for developing human
capital,” and by organizations like the OECD as a
means to achieve “greater productivity and econamic
growth.” These objectives, however, are deeply
rooted in capitalist ideologies. Why, then, should
Afghanistan, which upholds values, marals, and
beliefs drastically different from those of capitalist
societies, adopt an education system designed to
serve capitalist goals?

The need for a redefined education system is not
limited to Afghanistan but extends to the entire
Muslim world. It is essential to create an education
system that aligns with Islamic societal roles and
values. In Islam, men are regarded as the guardians of
their families, and women as the caretakers of their
husbands’ homes and children, as emphasized in the
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (SAAW)[Ref:
Bukhari]. This division of responsibilities highlights
the vital contributions of women in shaping the moral
and spiritual character of future generations. Women
play a central role in nurturing children to become
God-conscious individuals, ethical traders, wise
judges, capable leaders, and compassionate warriors.
Cultivating such gualities requires skill, dedication,
and time.

The question arises: does the current education
system equip women to fulfill these critical roles? The
answer is simply no. Therefore, it is imperative to
establish an education system that prepares both
men and women for their respective roles in society.
This approach would move beyond the narrow focus
on material success, fostering a holistic and value-
based education tailored to the unique needs and
responsibilities of each sex/gender in an Islamic
context.

About the Author: Mugaddas Ghumman, a
traditional Musiim housewife, is a frequent
contributor to Nida e Khilafat. She is also actively
engaged in homeschooling projects.
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