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Survival of Muslim Society: Modesty

The fact of the matter is that of the three segments of collective human life, secular forces have already
triumphed over us with regards to politics and economics. Whereas on the social plane, we still display some
degree of resilience. The current predicament is such that on the one hand, the honor and protective attributes
of men are badly injured, while on the other, the shyness and modesty of women, owing to being furthest from
Islamic teachings, have been vehemently attacked by enemies of Islam, who are utilizing various NGOs and
agents equipped with a social engineering program, glamorized slogans, and additional deceptively elegant
names. Today, our survival and steadfastness only lies in turning back and adopting the concrete societal values
provided by Islam.

What is Haya?

Sharam-o-Haya signifies the inherent human virtue which stops one from shameless deeds. If a person commits

some evil deed after being overcome by an innate urgency, then this virtue of Sharam-o-Haya reproaches.
Modesty and true faith are inseparable.

Let us turn our gaze towards ourselves with the intent of self-assessment, in light of Quranic

verses and Prophetic traditions:

e “The hypocrite men and women are from one another. They enjoin what is wrong and forbid what is
right ...” (At-Taubah: 67)

e “The believing men and believing women are allies of one another. They enjoin what is right and forbid
what is wrong ...” (At-Taubah: 71}

e “Indeed, those who desire that immorality may spread among those who have believed will have a
painful punishment, both in this world and the Hereafter.” {(An-Nur: 19)

e “Modesty is a part of faith, and (people of) faith would be Paradise, whereas, indecency is evil, and
(people of) evil will enter the Fire.” (Musnad Ahmed)

e “The Prophet of Allah (SAAW) cursed those men who adopt the likeness of women, and also those
women who adopt the likeness of men.” [l.e. in appearance, mannerism and attire etc.] (Jami’ At-Tirmidhi)

e “If youlet go of modesty, then do whatever you please.” (Sahih Al-Bukhari}

Practical steps at the individual level, for the promotion of modesty:

v' Choosing of attire based on the rulings of Satr and Hijab, indulgence in pure conversations, and
abstaining from immoral behaviors.

v Refraining from participating in mixed gatherings, avoiding meeting with non-Mahrams in private, and
totally desisting from shaking hands with them.

v Practicing Ghadh-e-Basr or lowering of the gaze both inside and outside the home, and adopting of the
obligatory veil.

Practical steps at the societal level, for the establishment of an Islamic society:

+

%* The reason due to which the Muslim Ummah has been dubbed the “best of nations” in the Glorious
Quran is its fulfilment of the duty of enjoining right and forbidding evil.

% A disciplined, collective struggle must be waged, instead of individual endeavor, for the establishment
of Islamic societal justice on social, economic and political levels.

o Efforts should be undertaken for the establishment of the Deen, above and beyond all types of grouping

and sectarian enmity.

LCATR EL CEVLTEYE Even now, if the Muslim Ummah readies itself to fulfill its individual and collective duties,

and securely grips the Rope of Allah (the Noble Quran) and the Sunnah of the Prophet (SAAW), then surely, Allah
Almighty will once again bestow upon the Muslims their lost stature and prestige. In the words of Igbal:

If you are loyal to Muhammad (SAAW), We are yours
This universe is nothing, the JTablet and the Pen are yours
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