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Defining anti-Muslim sentiment in Europe is not
just about confronting hatred, it's also about
understanding the deep institutional currents
that fan anti-Muslim discourse.

Various international reports have pointed out
that there has been little to no attempt to adopt
a definition of Islamophobia by governments
despite recognizing the significant impact the
problem has on various Muslim communities in
the West.It is a fact thatthe Muslim community
has often felt neglected, and at worst, placed in
the crosshairs of a state-led effort to
institutionalize the ‘othering” of Muslims in the
West.

The term Islamophobia has gained increasing
political currency over the last decade.The UK
government, on the one hand, argues that it is
fighting Islamophobia but on the other hand has
disputed the need for a definition, stating: “We
do not accept the need for a definitive
definition.” This understanding begs the
question: what is the government fighting
against if it has not defined what the problem is
in the first place?

The debate has been muddied, by people on
political spectrums of the West. According to
many experts, when it is called a ‘phobia’, it
would only denote a fear of Muslims and as such
would not make sense because the way in which
people think of Muslims and behave towards
Muslims could not be compared to other
which clinical

phobias, oftentimes

conditions.

are

Anti-Muslim sentiment, when viewed in terms of
a systematic targeting of Muslims and Islam, is
far from being an irrational fear of Islam. It is a

deliberate, institutional and systemic approach

The definition of ‘Islamophobia’?

Elis Gjevori
towards the Muslim community’'s set of beliefs
and practices.A recent poll showed that a
majority of people in Western Europe were in
favor of restrictions on Muslim women's
religious attire — and where public sentiment has
moved in that direction, so have the laws of
those countries.

In August of this year, Denmark became the
latest Western European country to ban Muslim
women from wearing the face veil following
Austria, Belgium and France, as well as parts of
Italy and Spain who have enacted similar laws
over the last decade.

“Muslims are constantly used as a punching bag
by the UK mainstream media, with news articles
frequently referring to Muslim communities as
being illiberal, backwards and a threat to the
West,” says a report by Muslim Engagement and
Development (MEND), a UK-based NGO focusing
on media monitoring.

These developments also reflect a wider trend
across the western world to see limits on Muslim
migration, not just in light of US President Donald
Trump, but as part of a growing atmosphere of
hostility towards Muslims.

In a 2006 speech Douglas Murray, a leading
British journalist and author well positioned to
advise policymakers and government officials
stated: “Conditions for Muslims in Europe must
be made harder across the board: Europe must
look like a less attractive proposition. We in
Europe owe —after all —no special dues to Islam.”
This reflects the overall groupthink of the opinion
makers of the West.

Courtesy: TRT world
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