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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-A'raf
(The Heights)

(Recap of verses 11 - 31 of Surah 7, Al-A'raf and exposition of
verses 32 — 47 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the opposite
gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each verse (Verse) has been kept as a continuum in
order to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may
occur when the verses are broken up and the translation of those
verses becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message
International — USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Saheeh
International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and Al
Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use of
modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today's mind.
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2 Message of the Qur'an

Recap of veres 11— 31 (inclusive) of Surah 7, Al -A'raf

This section of Surah 7, Al-A'raf (Verses 11 through 31) commences
with introduction to the event of the creation of Adam (AS) and that
Allah (SWT) commanded the angels to prostrate before Adam (AS)
and they all obeyed their Lord (SWT) except Iblees(who was in fact a
Jinn). /bleesrejected the command of Allah (SwT) and did not
prostrate to Adam (AS). The text makes it very clear that prostration
before Adam (AS) was in his (AS) capacity as the representative of all
mankind and not in his (AS) personal capacity. Therefore, “man” is
Allah's (SWT) Vicegerent on earth. Furthermore, the real reason for
the rebellion of /bleesagainst Allah (SWT) and, by extension, against
all humans is further elucidated. The Jinn are created from fire
whereas Allah (SWT) created the body of humans from clay. The Jinn
are similar to humans in the manner that both are required to
worship Allah (SWT) and follow Islam and both are given the free-
will to exercise, therefore, like humans they may either be obedient
or disobedient to their Creator (SWT). Thus, when Allah (SwT)
commanded /blees(a Jinn) to prostrate before Adam (AS), he became
arrogant and jealous from the superiority given to the humans as he
only saw the lower side of the man (clay) and failed to see the higher
side (soul), therefore, he refused to obey and rejected Allah’s (SWT)
command. This verse explicates that the rebellious nature and
arrogance of /blees(Satan) earned him nothing but the wrath of Allah
(SWT)and was thrown out of the Paradise.

Iblees(Satan) implored Allah (SWT) to grant him life till the Last Day
so that he can prove that these humans whom Allah (SWT) has chosen
above him and all other creations, are disobedient to Allah (SwrT).
Thus, Allah (SWT) gave him (/blee} respite till the Day of Judgment.
Iblees(Satan) became a staunch enemy to Adam (AS) and his (AS)
progeny and is always planning to mislead them from the right
path. This is the basis of the struggle between good and evil, truth
and falsehood, with /bleesand his followers on one side and the
Allah’s (SWT) servants on the other. The sheer misguided character of
Iblees(Satan) stems from his arrogance, vanity and jealousy. Instead
of recognizing that it was he who was in error, /bleeswas adamant
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Al-A'raf 3

that Allah (SWT) had misguided him! Not only that, but the eternally
accursed Satan falsely insisted that as Allah (SWT) “misguided” him,
expelled him from the Paradise and has denied His (SWT) Mercy,
hence he would leave no stone unturned to misguide Allah’s (SWT)
servants, i.e., the progeny of Adam (AS) till the appointed time (The
Hour), thus leaving for himself no chance of redemption
whatsoever. It is further expounded that /blees(Satan) went on to
blaspheme beyond that by vowing that he would (try to) mislead (all
of) Allah’s (SWT) servants from all sides and directions by raising
doubts in them about their beliefs and causing confusion in their
religion, thus luring them to the path of evil, away from the Right
Path. Ibleesadded that most of humans will not show gratitude to
Allah (SWT) but will follow their desires and the evil ways that he
will lure them towards. Thus, /bleesblasphemously challenged Allah
(SWT) out of vanity, jealousy and arrogance, as his heart and fate had
been sealed by then. At the same time, it has also been made quite
clear that Satan was not granted the power to lead men into error
against their will. Thus, all that Satan can do is to cause
misunderstanding, to make people cherish false illusions, to make
evil and error seem attractive, and to invite people to evil ways by
holding out to them the promise of immense pleasure and material
benefits. He would have no power, however, to forcibly pull them to
the Satanic way and to prevent them from following the Right Way.
Allah (SwT) also declares that whoever amongst the offspring of
Adam (AS) will follow Satan and his evil ways, then he will surely be
thrown into the Hellfire in the Hereafter.

It is elucidated in this section of Surah 7, Al-A'raf (Verses 11 through
31) that Allah (swT) allowed Adam (AS) and Eve (AS) to reside in this
Paradise for a while in order to test them and show them a glimpse
of what was to come, i.e., how Ibleeswould be an enemy to them and
their progeny and would try to lead them astray, and what man
would get if he obeys Allah (SWT). Adam (AS) and Eve (AS) were
forbidden to go near a particular tree. /bleesplotted against Adam
(AS) and Eve (AS) and suggested to them (AS), with treachery, by
whispering into their (AS) ears. /bleeswanted to make them (AS)
disobey their (AS) Lord (SWT)and thus reveal to them (AS) the private

e S R



4 Message of the Qur'an

parts of their (AS) bodies that were hidden from them (AS) before.
Therefore, he lied to them (AS) and told them (AS) that the reason that
Allah (SwT) had forbidden them (AS) to eat from that tree was
because He (SWT) did not want them (AS) to be like angels or live in
this Paradise forever. The ‘error’ and ’'disobedience” by Adam (AS)
and Eve (AS) of Allah (SWT) cannot be termed as a sin or even an iota
of any such intent, as it only arose from the treacherous deception
and confusion caused by the cursed /blees When Adam (AS) and Eve
(AS) ate the forbidden fruit form the tree, the private parts of their
(AS) bodies that were hidden from them (AS) prior to that were made
visible to them (AS) and thus they (AS) began to cover themselves
with the leaves from the trees of Paradise, i.e., using those as a dress.
This also alludes to the innate modesty and purity of both Adam (AS)
and Eve (AS). Thereafter, Allah (SWT) reminded them (AS) of His (SWT)
commandments and warnings to Adam (AS) and Eve (AS) about the
enmity and hatred of /bleesowards them and their offspring.

This section of Surah 7, Al-A'raf (Verses 11 through 31) clearly
elaborates the difference between the behaviour of Adam (AS) and
Eve (AS), as opposed to the accursed Iblees. While Adam (AS) and
Eve (AS) were remorseful of their (AS) action and begged for Allah’s
(SWT) forgiveness and mercy for their (AS) slip by reciting i
@@bﬁl Qef},’ﬂ 5 ijﬁjj s LT (Surah Al-A'raf, 7:23), Iblessremained
arrogant and full of vanity even after committing blasphemy. Thus,
a clear line is drawn between the way of Satan and the way that
befits man. Satan's way is characterized by rebellion against Allah
(SWT), by arrogantly persisting in that rebellion even after having
been warned, and by trying to mislead the righteously disposed
towards sin and disobedience. As opposed to this, the way that
befits man is to resist the evil promptings of Satan and to be
constantly vigilant against Satanic machinations. But, if in spite of all
these precautions, a man does swerve from the course of obedience,
he should turn, as soon as he realizes his fault, to Allah (SWT) in
penitence and remorse and make amends.

This section of Surah 7, Al-A'raf (Verses 11 through 31) declares that
Allah (SWT) has given three kinds of clothing for the children of Adam
(AS) to wear viz. Libas Rish and Libas of TagwaThe verse also
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Al-A'raf 5

elucidates that Allah (SWT) has revealed these ‘signs” as an invitation
for the people to understand. Allah (SWT) warns the children of Adam
(AS) that they should guard themselves against the deception of Satan
and his followers, lest, he also deceives them like he did to their
parents, Adam (AS) and Eve (AS). The verse also explicates that Satan
and his followers can see and interact with the humans, while the
human beings cannot see them.

Note: The three kinds of dresses mentioned above are as follows:

a) Libas: This is simple, normal but clean dress covering the body
parts properly. (Al-A’raf, 7: 26)

b) Rish: An elegant dress for adornment.

c) Libas of Tagwah It is the best of dresses according to Hazrat Ibn
Abbas and Hazrat Urwah bin Zubair. This consists of good
deeds and fear of Allah (SwT). [Ma araf ul Quran

This section of Surah 7, Al-A'raf (Verses 11 through 31) also ordains
to worship none but Allah (SWT) and face the Ka'bah during all
prayers (worship). But this injunction is not limited to Prayer alone,
instead it also encompasses being upright and just in all acts of
worship, dealings and transactions. Allah (SWT) has differentiated
between those who are misguided and those whom He (SwrT) has
guided on the Right path, i.e., Islam. It is elucidated that there are
people whom He (SWT) has guided to the Straight Path while there
are others who have fallen into misguidance and error because they
made the satans/devils as their protectors and friends instead of
Him (SWT), yet they falsely think that they are on the Right Path.
Allah (Swr) again refutes the sham custom of circumambulation
around the Ka’bah while naked. Instead, Allah (SWT) commands the
believers to present themselves in the best of their adornments when
going out for prayers in the mosque, for every place of prostration
is, in essence, called a ‘masjid. This also indicates that covering
oneself for Salat (prayer) and Tawaf (circumambulation) is what is
meant by adorning oneself to worship Allah (SWT). In conclusion, it
is established that Allah (SWT) does not want to subject man to want
and misery or starvation or to deprive him as such of the good
things of this worldly life. On the contrary, it pleases Him (SwWT) that
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6 Message of the Qur'an

man should appear in good decent dress and enjoy the clean food
provided for him by Allah (SwWT). There is nothing sinful in that. As
for sin, it consists in transgressing the bounds set by Allah (swr).
This transgression could be committed in both ways: by making the
unlawful lawful, or by making the lawful unlawful.

Expositionof verses32 — 47 of Surah Al -A'raf
Verse 32
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Say, "Who has forbidden the adornment of [i.e., from] Allah which

He has produced for His servants and the good [lawful] things of

provision?" Say, "They are for those who believe during worldly

life [but] exclusively for them on the Day of Resurrection. Thus do
We detail the verses for a people who know."

This verse is an admonishment for those who think that good dress
and good food made lawful by Allah (SwW7) is unlawful for them.
Islam does not teach to live in tattered rags or torn cloths despite of
having the means to adorn themselves, therefore an unkempt, dirty
and slovenly Fagqir cannot claim any “privileged sanctity” in Islam.
Instead, Allah (SWT)says that He (SWT) has provided for the believers
with the best of clothing, so that they should adorn themselves and
has provided for them good and pure things for food, so that they
eat from them and be grateful to Him (SWT). Since it is Allah (SwW7)
Himself (SWT) Who (SWT) has created all good and pure things for man,
it obviously could not have been His (SWT) intent to make them
unlawful. Now, if there is any religion, or any ethical or social system
which forbids those things, or considers them an insurmountable
barrier to man's spiritual growth, it has an intellectual orientation
which itself is evident proof of its not having been prescribed by Allah
(SWT). This is an important argument which the Qur'an advances in
refutation of false creeds. An appreciation of this argument would help
one understand the Qur'anic line of argumentation as such.
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Al-A'raf 7

Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) to elucidate that
even though all these blessings that He (SWT) has provided in this
earthly life are also enjoyed by the disbelievers (other than the
believers), but in the Hereafter the disbelievers will have no share in it,
for Jannah (Paradise/Heaven) has exclusively been made for the
believers. All the clean and beautiful things created by Allah (Swr) are
meant, in principle, for the believers even in this world, for they are
Allah’s (SWT) faithful subjects, and it is fidelity to Allah (SWT) that makes
one deserve enjoyment of the things which are Allah’s (SWT). However,
all men are under a test in this world. Hence even those who are
disloyal to Allah (SWT) have been granted respite to mend their ways
and are, therefore, not denied His (SWT) worldly bounties. In fact, with
a view to testing those disloyal to Allah (SWT) these bounties are at
times lavished upon them even more abundantly than on Allah’s (SWT)
faithful servants. But the character of the Next Life will be totally
different. For one's station there will be determined entirely by one's
righteousness and justice. Allah’s (SWT) bounties in the Hereafter,
therefore, will be for the faithful alone. As for the unfaithful, those who
were disloyal to Allah (SWT) even though every fibre of their being was
nourished by the sustenance provided by Him (SWT), they will have no
share whatsoever of those bounties in the Hereafter.

The verse also declares that Allah (SWT) has made His (SWT) signs and
revelations clear and abolished all the superstitions that were falsely
attributed to Him (swr).

Verse 33
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Say, "My Lord has only forbidden immoralities— what is apparent
of them and what is concealed- and sin, and oppression without
right, and that you associate with AllahHat for which He has not
sent down authority, and that you say about Allah that which you
do not know."

&

In this verse, Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) Prophet (SAAW) to
enumerate and tell the idolators the things which He (SWT) has made
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8 Message of the Quran

unlawful for them. The verse elucidates that Allah (SWT) has made
unlawful to commit shameful and dishonourable deeds like adultery
and fornication etcetera, whether committed openly or in secret,
whether done discretely or as a profession. The verse also declares the
prohibition of all kinds of wrongdoings, whether related to oneself or
to the rights and dealings with others. Allah (SWT) sternly forbids
committing Shirk (polytheism) i.e., taking partners with Him (swr),
and attributing lies to Him (SWT).

It must be noted that the word ’sin” conveys the sense of man's
deliberate neglect of his duty to Allah (SwWT), his failure to pursue
Allah’s (SWT) good pleasure despite his having the capacity to obey
and follow Him (SWT). To exceed the limits set by Allah (SW7)and to
enter an area which has been declared out of bounds for man
constitute rebellion and transgression. According to this definition,
the charge of rebellion will apply to all those who act according to their
whims rather than in accordance with the directives of Allah (SWT). It is
applicable to those who behave as though they are the true masters of
Allah’s (swT) Kingdom, claiming for themselves the ‘prerogatives of Gad
It also applies to all those who usurp the rights of others.

Verse 34
oGS L g 1R 16 s fadl B
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“"And for every nation is a [specified] termSo when their time has
come, they will not remain behind an hour, nor will they precede [if].

The verse commences by expounding that Allah (swr) has
determined a fixed term not only for every individual, but for every
‘nation” too, on the face of this earth. If they do not do good and
disbelieve during this time of test and "probation’, then when their
term expires, they would not be given any respite even for a single
moment nor will the Last Hour be delayed.

It must be noted that the expression 'fixed term' used in the verse
should not give rise to the misconception that the term of a nation
expires on a definite day, month or year. What the statement really
means is that Allah (SWT) has laid down a minimum proportion
between the good and evil deeds of a nation. As long as that nation
is able to maintain that minimum proportion, its existence is tolerated
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Al-A'raf 9

in order that it might be able to show its performance. Once a nation
crosses that minimum limit, it is denied any further respite.

Verse 35
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"O children of Adam, if there come to you messengers from among
you relating to you My verses [i.e., scriptures and laws], then

whoever fears Allah and reforms - there will be no fear concerning
them, nor will they grieve."

The essence of this verse is that Allah (SWT) has promised reward for
those who, when Prophets (AS) of Allah (SWT) come to them with
guidance and injunctions, listen to them (AS) carefully and act
accordingly with piety and righteousness. Those are the ones who
will be saved from sorrow and grief (in the Hereafter) and they shall
have eternal peace and comfort.

Verse 36
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"But the ones who deny Our verses and are arrogant toward them
those are the companions of the Fire; they will abide therein eternally.
Adding to the message of the previous verse, this verse elucidates
that on the other hand, those who reject Allah’s (SWT) Messengers
(AS) and disobey His (SWT) commandments will suffer the eternal
punishment of Hellfire.

It must be noted that reference to the continuous unremitting
punishment of the unbelievers occurs invariably on occasions where
the Qur'an narrates the coming down of Adam (AS) and Eve (AS)
from Paradise. Ref (Al-Bagarah:Verses38-9); (Ta Ha:Verses1234). What has
been said here should be considered in relation to the fact that at the
very start of man's earthly life (at the time of Adam AS and Eve AS)
he was informed of the evil results of unbelief.

Verse 37
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10 Message of the Qur'an

"And who is more unjust than one who invents about Allah a lie or
denies His verses? Those will attain their portion of the decree
until, when Our messengers [i.e., angels] come to them to take them
in death, they will say, "Where are those you used to invoke besides
Allah?" They will say, "They have departed from us," and will bear
witness against themselves that they were disbelievers."

This verse elucidates that although the disbelievers who invent lies
and utter falsehood against Allah (SWT) and reject His (SwrT)
revelations are the most unjust people, yet they still get their due
share of good things in life during the probation period in this
world. But once that period expires, the angels of death will take
their souls out of their bodies and they will be called to account.
They will be asked about the false deities that they used to invoke
and worship besides Allah (SWT) but soon they will realize that the
same false deities have forsaken them and thus they will confess
their sin and will regret of what they used to do.

All men, whether good or bad, have been granted a definite term in
this world which they will spend and obtain their share of worldly
happiness and misery. But the real reward or punishment would be
meted on the Day of Judgement.

Verse 38
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"[Allah] will say, "Enter among nations which had passed on before
you of jinn and mankind into the Fire." Every time a nation enters,
it will curse its sister until, when they have all overtaken one
another therein, the last of them will say about the first of them,
"Our Lord, these had misled us, so give them a double punishment
of the Fire." He will sav, "For each is double, but vou do not know."
This verse further expounds on the message regarding the reward
and punishment on the Day of Judgement and details of the
conversations that would take place on that Day. It must be noted
that, each group of people is followed, even as it is preceded, by
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Al-A'raf 11

others. A group which inherits an error of outlook and conduct from
its predecessors passes on the same, in turn, to future generations. In
addition, whereas a group owes its wrong-doing partly to the wrong-
doing of its predecessors, it will also be held responsible for leaving
behind an evil legacy for the future generations. The Qur'an,
therefore, pronounces a double punishment on such a group: it will
incur punishment for its own misdeeds and also for leaving behind
such a legacy for the coming generations. A number of traditions
elucidate this point. According to one such tradition the Prophet
(SAAW) said: “He who introduces a misleading innovation which does
not please Allah and His Messenger, shall be held guilty for the sins
of all those who follow that innovation without lessening in the least
the burden [of sins] of those who followed the innovation.” (ibn Majah)

According to another tradition, he (SAAW) said: “The responsibility for
all the murders committed in the world is shared by the first son of
Adam [i.e. Cain] for he was the first to have innovated murder.” (Bukharj

The above tradition dictates that the individual or group responsible
for introducing a wrong idea or practice is not only responsible to the
extent of those sins, but shares the responsibility of the sins of all
those who are influenced by him. As long as the evil effects of that
influence continue, their sins will be continually added to the account
of the initiator. This also shows that a person is not only accountable
for the good or bad deeds that he commits but he is also accountable
for the influence of those deeds on others.

This may be illustrated by considering the case of someone who
indulges in unlawful sex. All those who followed the bad example,
induced others to indulge in a sinful activity, share the sin of all those
who followed them. Were this chain of influence traced back to its
originator, the blame would be fixed on the first person who initiated
this unlawful way for satiating the sexual urge.

The initiation of an act of fornication by any and all those who
followed him are individually accountable for the sin each committed.
Each of them failed to make proper use of his capacity to distinguish
between good and evil with which he had been endowed. He also did
not pay due heed to the voice of his conscience, and mobilize the
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12 Message of the Qur'an

power of self-control given to him. Nor did he benefit from the
knowledge of good and evil transmitted to him by pious men nor was
he inspired by the noble examples of the God-fearing. Nor did he
learn any lesson from the evil consequences of sexual misconduct.
Instead, he totally succumbed to blind sexual lust which sought
gratification at all cost. This much relates to the responsibility of the
person who indulged in sexual misconduct.

But there is another dimension of that person's evil conduct - his
propagation of that same evil among others which ruined the lives of
countless people belonging to his own generation and to the
generations that follow. It is also possible that he might have been
afflicted by some general disease which he then communicated to his
own generation and also to the generations that followed. His sexual
misconduct might also have given birth to illegitimate children,
unjustly passing on the burden of their upbringing to others, and
making his offspring - without any justification - co-sharers in the
fortunes and even the inheritance of others. The wrong that is thus
perpetrated persists for many generations. Likewise, it is also possible
that the said criminal might, by his cunning, have led an innocent girl
to sexually corrupt behaviour. That in turn is likely to awaken evil
propensities in her which may wreck the lives and homes of countless
families, even generations. Also, by setting an evil example for his
children, relatives, friends and the society at large a fornicator is likely
to cast a bad influence on people around him and infect others with
moral corruption. The evil consequences of such an act thus linger on
for a long time. The moral corruption that ultimately, engulfs the
society owes its origin to the person who initially introduced an evil.
Justice, therefore, demands that such a culprit should also be held
responsible for the subsequent evils which may be traced back to his
initial act of corruption.

The same holds true for good deeds. The reward for the heritage of
goodness left behind by our predecessors from the earliest times
should inevitably go to the credit of those men of the past who have
continually transmitted that heritage to posterity down to our own
time. If our own generation takes good care of that heritage, enriches
it and passes it on to the coming generation, it also deserves due
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Al-A'raf 13

reward for that. As long as our good acts leave a trace of good
influence on history and continue to cast a good influence on people,
mankind will reap the benefits of those acts.

This is the Qur'anic view of retribution. Every sensible person will
agree that such a dispensation alone can ensure perfect justice.
Appreciation of this concept should dispel the idea of those who
believe that men can be fully rewarded or punished for their deeds
within the confines of this worldly life. Likewise, such an appreciation
should also dispel the views of those who believe that the
transmigration of souls alone can ensure full justice to all men. The
Protestants under the influence of Martin Luther believe that mere
belief in Jesus Christ (AS) regardless of individual act is a free passport
to the Heavens. Such people have blundered because they have
neither grasped fully the nature and consequences of human acts nor
the nature and requirements of perfect justice. The Muslims believe
this world is a place for action and the Hereafter is for the reward.
The human activities, both good and evil, influence the lives of
countless people belonging to countless generations. One cannot,
therefore, be brought to justice during one's own lifetime, since only a
small part of the consequences of those acts have yet come to the
surface. Moreover, the limited possibilities available in the present
world are quite inadequate for bringing people to justice. Just
consider the hideous crime of someone who pushes us to a world
war. As things stand, the catastrophic consequences of such a crime
would affect the lives of billions of men through the ages. Is there any
punishment - physical, spiritual or material - which can be deemed
even remotely, proportionate to that crime? Likewise, no worldly
reward, however valuable, can adequately recompense for the noble
services rendered by a philanthropist which will benefit numerous
people for thousands of years.

Having viewed the question from this angle, one readily, concludes
that there must necessarily be life in the Hereafter such that full
justice can be meted out to everyone. Here all human beings are
brought together, their full records are made available, and the
reckoning is made by Allah (sw7) Himself (SwWT) Whose (SwW7)
knowledge embraces literally everything. Additionally, men should
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14 Message of the Qur'an

be granted unlimited spans of life, and infinite possibilities should be
made available for receiving compensation.

A little reflection on this will help us see how false the doctrine of the
transmigration of souls is. Those who subscribe to this doctrine fail to
realize that eternal life is needed to mete out recompense to people for
the deeds they commit during their relatively brief spans of life. If one
were to believe in the unending cycle of life and death it would
become impossible to reward or punish anyone for his actions, for
each span of life would go on accumulating endlessly. The arrears
would never be cleared.

Verse 39
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"And the first of them will say to the last of them, "Then you had not
anv favour over us, so taste the punishment for what vou used to earn.

In addition to the above verse, the Qur'an elsewhere recounts the
mutual incriminations of the dwellers of Hell. For example, it occurs
in Surah Saba in these words: “Could you but see when the wrong-
doers will be made to stand before their Lord, throwing back the
word (of blame) on one another!” Those who had been abased will
say to the arrogant ones:

"Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been believers!"
(Saba, 34:31)

The arrogant ones will say, to those who had been abased:

"Was it we who kept you back from Guidance after it reached you?
Nay, rather it was you yourselves who transgressed." (Saba’ 32-34).

This means that since the misguided people themselves were not keen
on receiving the right guidance, they fell victims even more to the
forces of misguidance. Out of their own excessive worldliness they
chose to follow their ungodly leaders. Granted that these were the
forces of misguidance which had invented ideologies such as
materialism, excessive worldliness, and nationalism, but when people
were attracted to these false ideologies, they did so out of their own
weaknesses. These forces of evil achieved success because what they
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offered was to the utmost liking of the people. Again, the people who
were tempted to embrace counterfeit religious ideologies were
themselves to blame for falling prey to these since there was an inner
urge in them to accept such ideologies. Rather than submitting to the
One True God (the Glorified and the Exalted) - Allah (SWT) - and to
rigorous moral discipline, they looked for deities that would help
them to achieve their worldly purposes. Naturally, they invented
deities of their own liking. They also desired the intercession of those
who would let them grow in worldliness and godlessness, and yet
would ensure their redemption in the Next World. As they preferred
a religion that would not make their life ‘a bit dry’, permissive
religious cult which did not object to any kind of self-indulgence were
developed. This establishes clearly that the external forces of evil
alone are not to blame. The people who succumb to evil and error
equally share the blame. This neither condones the role of those who
seek to mislead others, nor detracts from the responsibility of those
who choose to be misled.

Verse 40
s A dA A0 BN X GG T AN mrm ojf)

"Indeed, those who deny Our verses and are arrogant toward them -
the gates of Heaven will not be opened for them, nor will they enter
Paradise until a camel enters into the eye of a needle [i.e., never].
And thus do We recompense the criminals.”

As mentioned in the exposition of the previous verses, when a nation
(generation) of transgressors will be brought to the Hellfire for
punishment, they will blame their previous nation (generation) for
leading them astray and making them become misguided. They will
implore Allah (SWT) to award their forefathers "double punishment’ of
the Hellfire for their transgressions. Allah (SWT) will retort by telling
them that the punishment for all (both latter and former generations)
would be “doubled’. The verse tells that those who reject and refute
the revelation and verses of Allah (SWT) due to arrogance, haughtiness
or for any other reason will not be admitted into the "Kingdom of
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16 Message of the Qur'an

Heaven’ (Jannah). This decree of Allah (SwT) is provided further
conclusiveness by using an idiom of Arabs to describe an absolute
impossibility that “until a camel enters into the eye of a needle”,
which as we all know will never happen. The verse ends by declaring
that Allah (SWT) will most certainly give reward and recompense,
which in the case of the criminals guilty of denying Allah’s (SWT)
verses would be eternal Hellfire. It must be noted that this verse does
not pertain to the believers who will be sentenced to punishment in
the Hellfire for a fixed term for their sins.

Verse 41
"They will have from Hell a bed and over them coverings [ofire].
And thus do We recompense the wrongdoets

The metaphors of bed (of fire) and covering (of fire) for the dwellers
of Hell (Jahannam) is given so that humans can relate it to their
everyday experience. This verse, too, ends by declaring that Allah
(SWT) will most certainly give reward and recompense, which in the
case of the wrongdoers and guilty of denying Allah’s (SWT) verses
would be eternal Hellfire. It must be noted that this verse, too, does
not pertain to the believers who will be sentenced to punishment in
the Hellfire for a fixed term for their sins.

2 2, 29 ¢ 't n Ji 9 G (237 9 !s.‘ ‘ S j 2 \ .
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"But those who believed and did righteous deeds - We charge no
soul except [within] its capacity. Those are the companions of
Paradise: thev will abide therein eternallv."

In contrast to the dwellers of the Hellfire, the believers, who had real
faith, and had done deeds, would be granted enteral life in the
paradise (Jannah). That, too, is a recompense, albeit one full with the
mercy and bounty of Allah (SWT). In this verse Allah (SWT) declares
that no soul is charged, with the burden of having faith and
performing good deeds, beyond its capacity. It follows that on the
Day of Judgement, Allah (SWT) will judge a soul, according to that
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Al-A'raf 17

capacity with which it was endowed, for the verdict of Jannah or
Jahannam, among other things.

Verse43

72 r4 v P

sk, PN 54 o S SR (IR TAE: WWE s Ml suws s I
U5 G BTG5 15 G0 6l SNES e e e 8 i 03 20350 BL S
ool EX G B D S S i s L S s o

"And We will have removed whatever is within their breasts of
resentment, [while] flowing beneath them are rivers. And they will
say, "Praise to Allah, who has guided us to this; and we would
never have been guided if Allah had not guided us. Certainly the
messengers of our Lord had come with the truth." And they will be
called, "This is Paradise, which you have been made to inherit for
what vou used to do."

We are all human beings. The old adage goes like, “to err is human”.
Moreover, there are natural tendencies and likes and dislikes that are
part of our innate nature. Therefore, if there develops any rancour or
ill-will among good people during the course of their worldly lives,
such rancour and ill-will will be removed in the Hereafter, before or
at the time of entering Paradise. Their hearts will be purged of all
hostile feelings and they will enter Paradise as cordial friends. They
will not feel envious towards those who had formerly been opponents
or hostile to them that they share with them the bounties of Paradise.

Reflection on the verse leads one to conclude that out of His (SwT)
mercy, Allah (swWT) will first purge the righteous of their blemishes.
This will be done before admitting them to Paradise. Thus, they will
enter Paradise in a state of untainted purity.

The verse also denotes the fine and delicate character of those who
shall inherit the Paradise. Instead of boasting about their virtuous
deeds which led them to Paradise, the righteous will thank and praise
Allah (SwT) profusely and acknowledge His (SWT) grace and mercy
without which they could never have entered Paradise. The last part
of the verse enunciates that on the other hand, Allah (swWT) will not
impress His (SWT) bounty upon the righteous; He (SWT) will rather
emphasize that Paradise is rewarded to them by way of compensation
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18 Message of the Qur'an

for their righteous conduct, that it is the fruit of their hard labour; that
it is not like the crumbs of charity but a fair recompense for their
striving. The subtlety involved here is further brought into relief by
the fact that the above response will not be made by Allah (swr). It
will rather be just announced to them, by an announcer.

What is said above about the Hereafter may be discerned in the
attitude of the righteous in the world itself. The wicked and arrogant
ones take great pride in their worldly attainments and ascribe them to
their own efforts. They firmly, believe that what they have achieved is
the fruit of their labour. Swayed by such notions, they continue to act
even more haughtily. Conversely the righteous look upon all the
bounties which they receive as favours from Allah (SWT). Accordingly,
they thank and praise Allah (SWT) out of gratitude. The more they are
lavished with worldly favours, the humbler and more generous they
become. Moreover, they do not suffer from the illusion that their
righteousness will certainly earn them their salvation. On the
contrary, they consistently repent over their lapses and earnestly turn
to Allah (SWT) in the hope that He (SWT) will pardon them out of His
(SWT) grace and mercy. They are always fearful of Allah's (SWT)
reckoning lest their evil deeds are found to outweigh their good
deeds. According to a tradition the Prophet (SAAW) said: 'Know well
that none will be able to enter Paradise by dint of his good deeds.’
When asked if that would apply to him (SAAW) as well, the Prophet
(SAAW) replied: 'Yes, in my case as well; unless Allah covers me with

His mercy and favour.'
[Bukhari, Kitab alRigaq, 'Bab aQasd wa a Mudawamah ala-émal’' - Ed]

Versed4

6 5 6 0 08 B G B 6555 8 0 i LT 365
Yoo b L LIE70T sq s urs L GTn
AN A A

"And the companions of Paradise will call out to the companions of

the Fire, "We have already found what our Lord promised us to be

true. Have you found what your Lord promised to be true?" They

will say, "Yes." Then an announcer will announce among them,
"The curse of Allah shall be upon the wrongdoers"
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The next few verses describe a dialogue that will take place after the
Day of Judgement among the companions of the Paradise, the
criminals in the Hellfire and people of A'raf. One of the most amazing
features of the Holy Qur’an is that, as it is the Book of Allah (SWT), it is
not bound by our concept of time and space. Allah (SWT)is not bound
by time (time is Allah’s SWT creation), thus He (SWT) gives us a
glimpse and depiction of the actual conversations that would take
place in the Hereafter. This is one of such places of the Qur’an that
‘quotes’ conversations from the Hereafter. The first conversation is
between the people of Paradise (Jannah) and the dwellers of the
Hellfire (Jahannam). The former will be in the infinite mercy and
boundless bounty of Allah (SWT), while the latter will be in the worst
possible torment. The torment of the Hellfire would be the result of
the disbelief and transgression of its dwellers during the worldly life.
The announcer will announce the curse of Allah (SW7)on the evildoers.

Verse45

S sy G LA BL P X5 G
"Who averted [people] from the way of Alhh and sought to make it
[seem] deviant while they were disbelievers, concerning the
Hereafter."

This verse continues with the theme of the previous verse and
explains that those transgressors in the Hellfire would be disbelievers
who stop others from accepting and following the way of Allah (SwWT)
and also use various ways to build the false narrative that the verses
and signs of Allah (SwT) are "wrong’ (The various degrees include
ridiculing the believers to outrightly rejecting the existence of Allah
Swr). The verse declares that such people do not believe in life after
death and the Hereafter.

Verse 46
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“And between them will be a partition [i.e., wall], and on [its]
elevations are menwho recognize allby their mark. And they call
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20 Message of the Qur'an

out to the companions of Paradise, "Peace be upon you." They have
not [vet] entered it. but thev long intenselv."

These few verses illustrate the landscape of the A'raf and the
conditions of the Jannah and Jahannam from the view point of
humans (The people of A'raf) who will be observing and comparing it
first-hand. The mark of recognition, according to most exegetes of the
Holy Qur’an, is the mark on the forehead formed by repeated
prostration. The mode and tone in which the people of A'raf will
address the people of the Paradise gives a subtle hint towards their
yearning for entry into Paradise. This yearning is clearly established
in the last part of the verse. The people of A'raf (Heights) will be the
people who are neither righteous enough to enter Paradise nor
wicked enough to be cast into Hell. They will, therefore, dwell at a
place situated between the two. They will, however, most definitely
be believers, i.e., Muslims.

Verse 47

REA A e TIPS W
"And when their eyes are turned toward the companions of the Fire,
they say, "Our Lord, do not place us with the wrongdoing people.”

The Truth will be revealed on the Day of Judgement. The Truth about
all things and no one would be in any doubt or agnosticism, let alone
disbelief, on that day. The dwellers of the Hellfire will be miserable -
in pain and torture - beyond any comparison that can be made in this
worldly life. The people of A'raf (Heights) will be able to see their
suffering and will seek the refuge of Allah (SWT). When they will be
made to see the people of the Hellfire, the people of A'raf (Heights)
will implore Allah (SWT) to save them from being joined with those in
the Hellfire. It is very subtly explained here that the dwellers of the
Hellfire will be there because of their disbelief and transgressions, not
due to some “personal revenge’.

And Allah (swT) Knows Best!
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