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MESSAGE OF THE QUR'AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-An'am
(The Cattle)

(Recap of verses 130 - 144 of Surah Al-An'am and fresh exposition of
verses 145 - 165 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator's note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the opposite
gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each verse (Ayah) has been kept as a continuum in order
to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may occur
when the verses are broken up and the translation of those verses
becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message
International — USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Saheeh
International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and Al
Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use of
modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind.
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2 Message of the Qur'an

Recap ofverses 130 - 144 (inclusive) of Surah 6, Al-An'am

This section of Surah 6, Al-An'am (verses 130 - 144) starts by
elucidating that on the Day of Resurrection Allah (SWT) will ask the
disbelieving Jinns and humans as to why they disbelieved in His
(SWT) verses sent to them through the Messengers (AS) from among
them, who (AS) recited to them His (SWT)revelations and warned them
of the Day of Reckoning? In reply, they will have nothing to answer.
The verse then clarifies that the real reason for their disbelief was the
charms and fleeting enjoyments of this worldly life, which made
them follow the wrong path, and that eventually made them
heedless to their tormenting end. They were deniers of and
disbelievers in, rather than ignorant of, the truth. They would
acknowledge that the truth had been conveyed to them but they
refused to accept that. It is then declared that Allah's (swrt)
punishment does not descend on any town or city in this world for
their disbelief and disobedience until and unless He (SWT) warns
them through His (SWT) Messengers (AS). Furthermore, it is
expounded that with Allah (SWT), there are ranks or degrees for
classes of people amongst the humans and the Jinns and these ranks
or degrees are assigned according to their deeds and good actions that
they perform in this world. It is then explained that Allah (SWT) does
not send Messengers (AS) to the Jinns and the mankind because He
(SWT) 'needs' our worship or obedience. Instead, He (SWT) is free of all
wants and is not in 'need' of His (SWT) servants to obey Him (SWT) or
worship Him (SWT); rather it is we who stand in need of Him (SWT) in
all situations, and He (SwWT)is full of mercy for His (SWT) creation.

This section of Surah 6, Al-An'am (verses 130 - 144) continues by
stating emphatically that the Day of Resurrection / Day of Judgement
is surely to come and on that day the disbelievers will not be able to
escape from Allah's (SWT) punishment. On the Day of Resurrection,
human beings of every epoch will be raised anew and made to stand
before Allah (swWrT) for final judgement. Furthermore, Allah (SWT)
commands the Holy Prophet (SAAW) to give the pagans of Makkah a
stern warning and tell them that stay as you are and keep on doing
what you are doing against Islam and the Muslims, for I (SAAW) will
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Al-An’am 3

remain on the Path of Allah (SW7)and will keep on doing what Allah
(SWT) reveals unto me (SAAW) to do and soon you will find out who
will be blessed with salvation in the Hereafter and who will suffer the
punishment. Allah (SWT) also declares that everything is created by
Him (SwT) alone and the produce of the lands, too, is bestowed by
Him (SwT) alone, yet the disbelievers had transgressed by making
false idols to share in what was given by Him (SWT) alone. The belief
of the pagans in Allah (SWT) was so flimsy that whenever they had a
drop in their produce they would apply this shortfall against the
share that they had 'assigned' for Allah (SWT) and kept 'giving' their
idols in full. If something from the portion reserved for the idols went
into the portion they had 'reserved' for Allah (SWT) 'by mistake' they
would take it out! On the other hand, if something from the portion
they had 'fixed' for Allah (SWT) 'accidentally' mixed with the portion
of their idols, they would not take it out, for they would say that the
'idol is poor'. It is declared that this action of the pagans of Makkah is
a blatant transgression based on evil, for they do not realize that
everything belongs to Allah (SWT) alone. It must be noted that this is
an elucidation of just one of the many acts of 'ignorance' which those
people insistently clung to, and which they were not prepared to
forsake. They are also told about that major 'wrong' which, if not
abandoned, will bar their way to salvation.

This section of Surah 6, Al-An'am (verses 130 - 144) also refers to one
of the evil customs of the pagans (of Makkah) during the Age of
Ignorance (Jahiliyyah), i.e. killing their female children (infanticide).
Allah (swT) condemns such brutal acts of the pagans by declaring that
Satan made it seem fair for them to kill their children, for fear of
poverty and burying their daughters alive, for fear of dishonor. The
devils (of mankind and jinns) had convinced the idolaters that the
killing of their children was desirable; in order to destroy whatever of
their morality was left.

Furthermore, this section of Surah 6, Al-An'am (verses 130 - 144) also
alludes to another of the ritualized and erroneous customs of the
pagan Arabs. The pagan Arabs would release some animals as well as
endow some tillage in the name of the idols and say that they were
doing it for the pleasure of Allah (SWT)and only those were allowed
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to eat of them whom they chose themselves. They also dedicated
some animals to their idols, with the prohibition of riding them or to
carry loads. Allah (SWT) not only judges such practices to be
polytheistic, but also censures them as man-made innovations. Allah
(SWT) declares that all these so-called customs and rituals are all lies
and fabrications and He (SWT) will surely punish such a people in the
Hereafter for what they used to invent against Him (SwT).

Allah (SWT) declares that such a people have indeed gone astray and
are not guided on the Right Path. The pagan Arabs had also
introduced many other innovations themselves, making them part of
their religion and ascribing them to Allah (SwW7). How could such
people be considered either to have attained salvation or to be rightly
guided? Even though venerated by them as their ancestors, they were
nevertheless misguided and were destined to see the evil
consequences of their misdeeds.

Allah (SwT) also expounds the wonders and blessings that He (SwW7)
has bestowed upon His (SWT) creatures in the form of the produce that
grows in the earth and different kinds of fruit which He (SWT) brings
forth from it. He (SWT) also allows the production of various kinds of
vegetation, plants, trees and gardens on the land as a means of
survival for His (SWT) creatures. It is decreed that that humans ought
not to commit excess or waste in any manner, for Allah (SWT) does not
like those who are spendthrifts.

Allah (SWT) ordains in this section of Surah 6, Al-An'am (verses 130 -
144) that humans are allowed to eat from the things that He (SwWT) has
made lawful for His (SWT) servants and tells them not to follow the
footsteps of the devils who ignore the divine law revealed by Allah
(SWT) and take their innovated customs and their desires as their
religion. The truth is that Satan only wants Allah's (SWT) servants to
become the dwellers of the Hellfire, thus he invites them to falsehood
and misguidance. The disbelievers are challenged by Allah (Sw7) to
come forward with arguments based on sound, reliable knowledge,
rather than with arguments which have no authority except that of
ancestral tradition, conjecture or superstition.
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The section of Surah 6, Al-An'am (verses 130 - 144) ends by referring
once again to the devious superstitions and fabricated customs of the
Pagan Arabs. They took the things as lawful which Allah (SWT) had
made unlawful for them and they made unlawful which He (SWT) had
permitted for them. Allah (SWT) mentions various kinds of cattle, male
and female, such as sheep, camels, cows and goats and declares that
He (sw7) did not prohibit any of these cattle or their offspring, rather
they were all created as a means of survival and other benefits for His
(SWT) servants but these unjust people concocted lies against Him
(SWT), thus leading others astray from the straight path. It is
/categorically decreed that Allah (SWT) does not guide the people who
are wrongdoers, meaning those who invent lies against Allah (SWT)
and His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW).

Expositionof verses145— 165 of Surah Al-An’am
Verse 145
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"Say, "l do not find within that which was revealed to me
[anything] forbidden to one who would eat it unless it be a dead
animal or blood spilled ou or the flesh of swine— for indeed, it is
impure — or it be [that slaughtered in] disobedience, dedicated to
other than Allah. But whoever is forced [by necessity], neither
desiring [it] nor transgressing [its limit], then indeed, your Lord is
Forgiving and Merciful."

This verse declares that whatever Allah (SWT) has allowed in His (SWT)
Divine Revelation to His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) is lawful and
whatever He (SWT) prohibited is unlawful. However, regarding
everything else which He (SWT) has not mentioned, there is no sin in
consuming it. Then Allah (SWT) mentions some of the things which He
(SWT) has made unlawful for His (SWT) servants, which have already
been commented upon in verse 173 of Al-Bagarah. The slight
difference between this verse and verse 173 of Surah al-Baqarah is
that whereas the verse in Surah al-Bagarah mentions 'blood' as
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prohibited, this verse qualifies it with 'outpoured’, i.e., the blood
which has flowed as a result of either injuring or slaughtering an
animal. It constitutes an elucidation of the former injunction rather
than the revelation of a different one. This is not an independent,
divergent injunction; it is a somewhat further explanation of the
category signified in Islamic jurisprudence as 'carrion'.

The verse mentions that 'temperamental dislike,' however, is quite a
different matter. The Law of Allah (SWT) does not force anyone to eat
everything which is not prohibited (which is lawful). Simultaneously,
the Law does not entitle anybody to exalt his likes and dislikes into a
criterion of what is lawful and unlawful. No one is justified in
criticizing others for consuming lawful things which offend his tastes.

The final part of the verse elucidates the exception to the rule
mentioned above. In the case of a 'life and death' situation, even the
unlawful is allowed to be consumed, but only to the extent that it is
sufficient to save a life and with extreme dislike. In that case, Allah
(SWT) may not consider it a transgression and forgive with His (SWT)
infinite mercy.

Verse 146
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"And to those who are Jews We prohibited every animal dhe un-
cloven hoof; and of the cattle and the sheeWe prohibited to them
their fat, except what adheres téheir backs or the entrails or what
is joined with bone. [By] that We repaid them for their injustice.
And indeed, We are truthful.”

This verse mentions some of the food that Allah (SWT) had prohibited
for the Jews because of their transgressions. It states that Allah (SwT)
prohibited the meat of those animals with un-cloven (undivided)
hoofs like the camels and duck, and the fat of cattle and sheep, except
for that part which is attached to their backs or their intestines or is
mixed with their bones.

The punchline of this verse is that whatever was forbidden for the Jews
was due to their transgressions and served as a punishment for them.
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Verse 147
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"So if they deny you, [O Muhammad], say, "Your Lord is the

possssor of vast mercy; but His punishment cannot be repelled
from the people who are criminals.”

This verse commands the Holy Prophet (SAAW) that if the
disbelievers and your (SAAW) enemies deny you (SAAW), then tell
them that your Lord (Swr7) is Infinite in His (SWT) Mercy, thus
encouraging them to repent and follow the Holy Prophet (SAAW), but
at the same time, warn them that if they do not give up denying you
(SAAW), then they ought to know that His (SWT) scourge and wrath
will never be averted from them.

In short, if they could still give up their disobedience and return to the
true service of Allah (Swr), they would find Him (SWT) ready to
embrace them with His (SWT) mercy. But if they persisted, they
should remember that no one could save them from His (SWT) wrath.

Verse 148
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"Those who associated with Allah will say, "If Allah had willed, we
would not have associated [anything] and neither would our
fathers, nor would we have prohibited anything.” Likewise did
those before deny until they tasted Our punishment. Say, "Do you
have any knowledge that you can produce for us? You follow not
except assumption, and you are not but falsifying."

The idolaters of Makkah claimed that because the Qur'an professes
that Allah (SWT) has full knowledge of their polytheism that they are
committing, similar to what their ancestors had done, and Allah
(SWT) also has full knowledge of the things that they have forbidden
which He (SWT) made lawful for them, therefore, in their twisted
argument, they said that that if they were on the wrong path, surely
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8 Message of the Qur'an

Allah (SwT) would have directed them to faith, but as He (swr) did
not, thus it indicates that they are on the right path.

Allah (SWT) retorts in this verse by decreeing that similar were the
claims and excuses of those who denied His (SWT) revelations and
committed polytheism from amongst the previous nations, and thus
were destroyed by Him (SWT) for their transgressions and He (Sw7)
made them taste tormenting punishment.

Allah (SwWT) declares that such people only follow conjectures and
falsehood, but in reality they do not have any knowledge or proof
for their false claims.

Verse 149
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"Say, "With Allah is the faFreaching [i.e., concluswe] argument. If
He had willed, He would have guided you all."

This verse further elaborates on the response to the false arguments
made by disbelievers mentioned in the previous verse. It alludes to
the fact that Allah (SWT) does what He (SWT) wills; therefore, if He
(SWT) would have willed He (SWT) could have guided all of them to
faith, but He (swrT), in His (SWT) perfect Wisdom, has given man the
freedom of choice and action as a trial in this world and has helped
him to find the right path by sending His (SWT) Messengers (AS) and
His (SWT) revelations.

This provides a complete refutation of the excuse made by the
disbelievers mentioned in the previous verse. We need to do a
careful analysis, in this case. In the first place, they are told that
citing Allah's (SWT) will to justify one's errors and misdeeds and
make it a pretext for refusing to accept the right guidance was the
practice of the evil-doers before them. But they should remember
that this had led to their ruin, and they were witnesses to the evil
consequences of deviation from the truth. Furthermore, it is being
clarified that the unbelievers' plea that the only reason for their error
was that Allah (SWT) had not willed that they be guided to the truth,
is based on fancy and conjecture rather than on sound knowledge.
They refer to Allah's (sw7) will without understanding the
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Al-An’am 9

relationship between Allah's (SWT) will and man's action.

Allah (SWT) gave the freedom of action and option to man under His
(SWT) own overall universal plan. The aim of this plan has been
elucidated in Ayah 2 of Surah Mulk as follows:

"Who has created death and life that He may test you which of you
is best in deed."

Allah (SwT) provided proper guidance to man through His (SwT)
prophets (AS). After having received the guidance it is up to the man
to choose a path. He cannot defend his own limited right to choose
a wrong path. He cannot present this frivolous excuse that Allah
(SWT) has not willed that he be guided to the truth.

The reason of creation of death and life in above verse closes any
door to let the man think that "it was not Allah's (SWT) intent to
create him with 'inherent right guidance 'like angels, that is why he
persisted in error." Everyone will be held responsible for choosing
false ways, for having a false intent, and for having striven for false
ends. The truth is that the unbelievers were not prepared to take the
Straight Path, of their own choice and volition. As it was not Allah's
(SWT) intent to create them with 'inherent right guidance' like the
angels, they would be allowed to persist in the error they had
chosen for themselves.

Verse 150
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"Say, [O Muhammad], "Bring forward your witnesses who will
testify that Allah has prohibited this.” And if they testify, do not
testify with them. And do not follow the desires of those who deny
Our verses and those who do not believe in the Hereafter, while
they equate [others] with their Lord’

In this verse, Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) to
tell the idolaters to bring forth their witnesses who can testify that
Allah (swT) indeed forbid that they have forbidden themselves. The
verse immediately and emphatically commands the Messenger
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(SAAW) not to believe in their witnesses' testimony, even if they
testify, as it is false and untrue. Allah (SWT) further instructs His
(SWT) Prophet (SAAW) to inform his (SAAW) companions not to follow
the false desires of the idolaters, who make a mockery of Allah's
(SWT) revelations, disbelieve in the Hereafter and associate others
with Allah (SWT)in worship.

A person who is conscious that he should testify only to that which
he knows, can never testify that the taboos regarding food and other
customs prevalent in their society had been enjoined by Allah (swr).
But if some people are brave enough to feel no compunction in
bearing false witness, then at least the believers should not become
their partners in lying. The real purpose of this verse in asking them
to testify honestly whether their customs and practices had been
sanctioned by Allah (SWT) is to stimulate those with some sense of
honesty to reflect on the character of their customs and practices.
Perhaps when they realize that there is no evidence of those
prohibitions having been prescribed by Allah (SwWT), some of them
may decide to get rid of them.

Verse 151
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"Say, "Come, | will recite what your Lord has prohibited to you. [He
commands] that youdo not associate anything with Him, and to
parents, good treatment, and do not kill your children out of poverty;
We will provide for you and them. And do not approach
immoralities — what is apparent of them and what is concealed. And
do not kill the soul which Allah has forbidden [to be killed] except
by [legal] right. This has He instructed you that you may use reason."

In this verse, Allah (SWT) instructs His Messenger (SAAW) to tell the
idolaters to come along so that he (SAAW) may recite to them things
which Allah (SWT) has made unlawful for them.

E e S R rrry



Al-An’am 11

It must be noted before proceeding further that the self-imposed
restrictions which had shackled their lives were not those imposed by
Allah (SwWT). The really worthwhile restrictions are those prescribed by
Allah (swT)in order to regulate human life. These have always served
as the essential basis of all God-given codes.

The first principle or commandment mentioned in this verse is that
they should associate none with Allah (Sw7) in His (SWT) divinity:
neither in His (SWT) essence, nor in His (SWT) attributes, nor in His (SWT)
powers and authority, nor in the rights He (SWT) has against His (SWT)
creatures.

To associate someone with Allah (SWT) in His (SWT) divinity is to
declare that the former shares the essence of Allah's (SWT) divinity.
Instances of associating others in Allah's (SWT) essence are the
Christian doctrine of the Trinity, the belief of the pagan Arabs that
angels are daughters of Allah (SWT), and the belief of other polytheists
in the divine character of their self-styled gods and goddesses and, in
some cases, of their royalty. Likewise, a person associates others in the
attributes of Allah (SWT) when he considers someone other than Allah
(SWT) to be invested with those attributes which belong exclusively to
Allah (SwWT). One becomes guilty of this kind of polytheism if one
believes somebody either to know all the mysteries of the Unseen or
to be all-seeing and all-hearing or to be free of all defects and
weaknesses and thus infallible. Again, a person associates others in
the authority of Allah (SWT) when he recognizes someone to be
possessed of authority which belongs to Allah (SWT) alone by virtue of
His (SWT) godhead; for example, the power to either benefit or harm
people in a supernatural manner, to fulfil the needs of people and
rescue them from distress, to protect and shield them, to hear their
prayers, to make or mar their fate. Such authority belongs to Allah
(SWT) alone, and recognizing anyone other than Allah (SWT) as
possessing it is tantamount to associating others with Allah (SWT7) in
His (SWT) authority.

If someone accords any of these rights to anyone other than Allah (SwW7),
he is guilty of associating others with Allah (SWT)in His (SWT) Divinity.
His guilt is the same whether or not he calls such beings divine.
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12 Message of the Qur'an

The second principle or commandment mentioned is that one must
ensure fair treatment of one's parents, which includes showing them
respect and reverence, obeying them, keeping them pleased, and
serving them. The Qur'an always mentions this right of the parents
immediately after mentioning the duty one owes to Allah (SWT)alone.
It makes it quite clear that the rights of parents have precedence over
those of other human beings.

The third principle or commandment mentioned in this verse is that
Allah (sw7) made it unlawful to kill one's children from fear of
poverty because He (SWT) is responsible for feeding and providing
provision for their children and not them.

The fourth principle or commandment mentioned in this verse is to
avoid 'fawahish'. The word fawahish applies to all those acts whose
abominable character is self-evident. In the Qur'an all extra-marital
sexual relationships, sodomy, nudity, and false accusations of un-
chastity are precisely reckoned as 'shameful deeds' (fawahish). In
Hadith, theft, taking intoxicating drinks, and begging have been
characterized as fawahish, as have many other brazenly indecent acts.
Man is required to abstain from these acts openly and in secret.

The fifth principle or commandment mentioned in this verse is that it
is unlawful to take the life of another human being unless there is a
clear exception (just cause) mentioned in the Qur'an and the Ahadith.
It means that human life, which has been declared inviolable by Allah
(SWT), can only be destroyed for a just cause. As for what is meant by
just cause', we ought to remember that three cases are embodied in
the Qur'an whereas two additional cases have been stated by the
Prophet (SAAW). The cases mentioned in the Qur'an are as follows:

(1) That a man is convicted of deliberate homicide, and thus the claim
of retaliation is established against him.

(2) That someone resists establishing the true faith so that fighting
against him might become necessary.

(3) That someone is guilty of spreading disorder in the Domain of Islam
and strives to overthrow the Islamic order of government.
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The two cases mentioned in the Hadith are:

(1) That a person commits illegitimate sexual intercourse even after
marriage.

(2) That a Muslim is guilty of apostasy and rebellion against the
Muslim body-politic.

Except for these five reasons, slaying a human being is not permissible,
regardless of whether he is a believer, a protected non-Muslim
(dhimmi) or an ordinary unbeliever.

Verse 152
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"And do not approach the orphn's property except in a way that is
best [i.e., intending improvement] until he reaches maturity. And
give full measure and weight injustice. We do not charge any soul
except [with that within] its capacity. And when you speak [i.e.,
testify], be just,even if [it concerns] a near relative. Andulfi ll the
covenant of Allah This has He instructed you that you may
remember.

This verse picks up from where the previous verse finished and
commenced by mentioning the sixth principle or commandment that
Allah (SWT) commands those guardians who have taken orphans
into their care that they should not be unjust to them by using their
wealth or eating from it unlawfully.

Instead, they should protect the orphan's property and invest it in
the best possible way to improve it, and when the orphan reaches
the age of maturity, his property should be entrusted to him. In a
nutshell, one's handling of orphans' property should be based on
maximum selflessness, sincerity, and well-wishing for the orphans; it
should be of a kind that lends itself to no reproach, either from Allah
(SWT) or man.
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The seventh principle or commandment mentioned is to be just
while giving and taking. It means that the giver should not decrease
anything from what is due to be received by the other person, and
the receiver should not take anything more than what he has to
receive from the giver. Then Allah (SWT) states that whoever strives
to establish justice in his rights and the rights of others but commits
an honest mistake after trying his best, then there is no sin on him.
Even though this is a full-fledged postulate of the law of Allah (Swr),
it is mentioned here to stress that one who tries to remain fair and just
to the utmost of his ability, in giving weight and measure and in his
dealings with people, will be acquitted of responsibility for the error.
If any mistake in weight or measure occurs out of oversight, and thus
involuntarily, he will not be punished.

The eighth principle or commandment mentioned is that there
should be justice in action and statement, which implies that
whether it is a witness statement given, a testimony, a judgment, or
a ruling, one should always abide by the truth and justice even if it
is against one's relatives and friends.

The verse ends with the decree by Allah (SWT) commanding His
(SWT) servants to fulfill all their covenants and treaties made with
Him (SwT), which means that they ought to refrain from what He
(SWT) has prohibited and taken what He (SWT) has permitted, and
have faith in His (SWT) Prophets (AS) and follow them (AS), and He
(SWT) also commands His (SWT) servants to fulfill those covenants
and treaties made with their fellow beings. Thus these are the
commandments that He (SwT) has emphasized for humans to
observe the divine guidance and follow His (SWT) path.

'Covenant of 'Allah' signifies, in the first place, the commitment to
Allah (SWT), as well as to human beings, to which man binds himself
in His (SWT) name. It also signifies that covenant between man and
Allah (SWT) and between one human being and another, which
automatically takes place when a person is born onto Allah's (SWT)
earth and into human society. The first two covenants mentioned are
voluntary and deliberate, whereas the last one is natural. The last one
is no less binding than the first two, even though man does not make
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it of his own volition. For when a man enjoys his existence, makes use
of his physical and mental energy, benefits from the means of
sustenance and natural resources - in other words, when he benefits
from the world created by Allah (SW7) and avails himself of the
opportunities provided for him by the operation of natural laws - he
incurs certain obligations towards Allah (SWT).

In the same way, when one derives nourishment and sustenance from
the blood of one's mother while in her womb, when one opens one's
eyes in a family which is supported by the toil of one's father, when
one benefits from the various institutions of human society, one is
placed in varying degrees of obligation towards those individuals and
institutions. This covenant between man and Allah (SWT) and between
man and society is inscribed, not on a piece of paper, but every fiber
of man's being. Man has not entered into this covenant consciously
and deliberately, yet the whole of his being owes itself to it. Verse 27
of Surah al-Bagarah alludes to this covenant when it says that those
are the transgressors 'who break the covenant of Allah (SWT) after its
firm binding and cut asunder what Allah (SWT) has commanded to be
joined and spread mischief on earth'. It is also mentioned in verse 172
of Surah al-A'raf in the following words: 'And recall when your Lord
took the children of Adam from their loins and made them testify as
to themselves saying, "Am I not your Lord?" (to which) they
answered, "Yes, we do bear witness to it. "

Verse 153
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"And, [moreover], this is My path, which is straight, so follow it;

and do not follow [other] ways, for you will be separated from His
way. This has He instructed you that you may become righteolls.
This verse, too, picks up from the previous two verses, declaring
that the principles or commandments mentioned in those two verses
lead to the 'Straight Path' prescribed by Allah (Swr). Allah (swT)
commands His (SWT) servants that this is the only straight path -
Islam, which is heading towards the required destination, thus
follow it and adher to it. Allah (SWT) forbids them to cause divisions
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and disputes within their religion, thus ordaining that they ought
not to follow different ways on their own. Whoever takes his way
shall go far away from His (SWT) path.

Moreover, it is also declared that when man follows the "Straight
Path" of Allah (SWT)sincerely, only then can he attain righteousness.

It is an essential corollary of the natural covenant mentioned above
that man should follow the way prescribed by his Lord (SWT); any
deflection from the orders of Allah (SWT), or serving anyone other
than Him (SWT), constitutes a primary breach of that covenant. Once
this breach has been committed every single article of the covenant is
likely to be violated one after the other. Moreover, it should also be
remembered that man cannot acquit himself of the highly delicate,
extensive and complex set of responsibilities entailed by this covenant
unless he accepts Allah's guidance (SWT) and tries to follow the way
prescribed by Him (SWT).

Non-acceptance of Allah's (SWT) guidance necessarily produces two
grave and damaging consequences. First, by following any other way,
one is inevitably led away from the true path and is thus deprived of
the opportunity to approach Allah (SWT) and please Him (SWT).
Second, as soon as man deviates from the Straight Way prescribed by
Allah (swT), he encounters a whole labyrinth of highways and
byways, causing the entire human species to fall a prey to total
bewilderment and perplexity, and which shatters all dreams of a
steady advance towards maturity and betterment.

Verse 154
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"Then We gave Moses the Scripture, making complete [Our favor]
upon the one who did good [i.e., Moses] and as a detailed
explanation of all things and as guidance and mercy that perhaps in
the meetingwith their Lord they would believe."

In this verse, Allah (SWT) states that He (SWT) revealed His (SWT) Book,
The Torah, to His (SWT) Prophet Moses (AS) as guidance for the
Children of Israel and thus to complete His (SWT)favour on those who
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would do good to others. He made the Torah a complete and
comprehensive Book, explaining all details needed to complete and
follow His (SWT)law. Further, Allah (SWT)said that He (SWT) made this
Book as guidance and mercy for them so that they come to believe in
the Hereafter and thus do righteous deeds.

To believe in 'meeting with the 'Lord' signifies the conviction that one
is answerable to Allah (SwT), leading one to adopt responsible
behaviour in life.

The statement made here could mean two things. It might mean that
the heavenly Book vouchsafed teachings to Prophet Moses (AS) could in
itself create a sense of responsibility among the Israelites. Alternatively,
it might mean that when ordinary people observe the excellent way of
life prescribed by Allah (SWT), and note the beneficial effects of its
merciful dispensation in the lives of righteous people, they will come
to realize that belief in the After-life is, in all respects, a better basis for
human life than its denial. In this way, their observation and study
might turn them from rejection of the true faith.

Verse 155
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"And this [Qur'an] is a Book We have revealed [which is] blessed,
so follow it and fear Allah that you may receive mercy.

This verse declares that after giving Torah to Prophet Moses (AS),
Allah (sWT) revealed this Final and Most Complete revelation, the
Glorious Qur'an to the Seal of the Prophets Muhammad (SAAW).

Allah (SWT) commands the believers to obey Him (SWT) as per the
Holy Qur’an's dictates. He (SWT) directs them to preach this message
of the Qur'an to others. As a result, Allah (SWT) will bestow mercy on
those who follow His (SWT) commands individually and collectively.
He gives a glad tiding of saving those from Hellfire's torments, which
will practically follow and implement the commands in their lives.

Verse 156
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18 Message of the Qur'an

"[We revealed it] lest you say, "The Scripture was only sent down to
two groups before us, but we were of their study unaware,"

The allusion made in this verse is to the Jews and Christians, while
those being directly addressed are the Pagan Arabs to whom Allah
(SWT) sent His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) from among them and
revealed the Glorious Qur'an to him (SAAW) in their language so that
these idolaters have no excuse that no Book was given to them as
were given to the Jews and the Christians, namely the Torah and the
Gospel. Thus they would be unable to claim that they were unaware
of the message as they did not receive or understand it.

Verse 157
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"Or lest you say, "If only the Scripture had been revealed to us, we
would have been better guided than they." So there has [now] come
to you a dear evidence from your Lord and a guidance and mercy.
Then who is more unjust than one who denies the verses of Allah
and turns away from them? We will recompense those who turn
away from Our verses with the worst of punishment for their
having turned awa."”

The Pagan Arabs are being directly addressed in this verse and told
that they would not be able to use the excuse, on the Day of
Judgement, for not following the Islamic Monotheism and say that if
they would have been given the Book, then they would undoubtedly
have followed it better than Jews and the Christians. The verse
elucidates that the reason is that Allah (SWT) showed them His (SWT)
signs and sent them His (SWT) Final Messenger (SAAW), bringing clear
guidance and mercy for all humanity.

This clear guidance is further supported by the Ayahs of Surah Al-
Baiyyinah as follows:

1. Those who disbelieve from among the people of Scripture (Jews
and Christians) and Al-Mushrikun, were not going to leave (their
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disbelief) until there came to them clear evidence.

2. A Messenger, Muhammad (SAAW) from Allah (SWT) reciting (the
Qur'an) purified pages.

3. Wherein are correct and straight laws from Allah (swr).

After that, those who reject Islam and do not follow the Prophet
Muhammad (SAAW) instead turn their backs on the revelation brought
by the Holy Prophet (SAAW) and hinder others from following, are
told emphatically that they are unjust, meaning that they are
unbelievers. It is then told that such people who turn away from
Allah's revelations (SWT) will face a dreadful punishment for their
aversion from the truth on the Day of Judgement.

'Signs of Allah' mentioned in this verse include the teachings embodied
in the Qur'an and the Sahih Ahadith. They are also manifest in the
noble life of the Holy Prophet (SAAW) and the pure lives of those who
believed in him (SAAW). They also include the natural phenomena to
which the Qur'an refers in support of its message.

Verse 158

&5l AR TR A el A 3T e A b T e
®a;,m’;’~f’iﬁv§5b’~’ W” SUH B A

"Do they [then] wait for anything except that the angels should
come to them or your Lord should come or that there come some of
the signs of your bord? The Day that some of the signs of your Lord
will come no soul will benefit from its faith as long as it had not
believed before or had earned through its faith some good. Say,
"Wait. Indeed, we [also] are waiting."

The verse starts with a stern warning for the disbelievers who deny
Allah's (SWT) Messengers (AS) and make a mockery of His (SWT)
revelations. Allah (SWT) has already shown them His (SWT) signs, and
they already knew about the Prophecies and the previous Divine
Books. They also listened to the Holy Quran's recitation, but they still
did not believe and rejected faith. Therefore, Allah (SWT) states in this
verse that what else are they waiting for before they would embrace

E e S R vy



20 Message of the Qur'an

Islam? Are these disbelievers waiting for the angels to come down to
them, or they are waiting for the Day of Judgment when Allah (SWT)
will descend and will decide their fate, or are they waiting to see the
last of the signs from their Lord (SWT) for the coming of the Hour?

Allah (SWT) portends the disbelievers that as soon as the signs of the
Hour appear, it will not be possible for them to accept faith, and all
doors of repentance will be closed for them. It is narrated by Abu
Hurayrah (RA) that the Prophet (SAAW) once said: "The Last Hour will
not commence until the sun rises from the West. When the people
witness that, they will all believe. This is when no good will it do to a
person to believe then if he believed not before."

Therefore, whenever the 'signs' of the approach of the Day of
Reckoning or Allah's (SWT) scourge or any other sign that will uncover
the truth appears, after that, there will be no reason left for testing
man. Those tokens will be so clear that after their appearance, it will
neither avail the unbeliever to repent of his unbelief nor the
disobedient to forsake his disobedience. For faith and obedience have
meaning and value only as long as the truth remains hidden, as long
as the tenure of life granted to people does not seem to have
approached its end. The world with all its vanities continues to
delude the disbelievers that, as there may 'neither be Allah (SWT) nor
After-life', one should eat, drink and enjoy oneself as best one can.

In short, this verse is a warning for the disbelievers that if they still do
not believe, then wait for the Day of Reckoning, and we shall wait too
to see what Allah (SWT) decides for you.

Verses159
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"Indeed, those who have divided their religion and become sects
you, [O Muhammad], are not [associated] with them in anything.

Their affair is only [left] to Allah; then He will inform them about
what they used to do:
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The verse decrees that those who do not follow the Straight Path of
their Lord (SWT) and divide their religion into sects, following their
desires and misguidance, have fallen into the ways of error and
innovations. Then Allah (swW7) addresses the Holy Prophet (SAAW)
that he (SAAW) has nothing to do with these disbelievers and
innovators, for their case is in Allah's (SW7T) hands. He (sSw7) will
punish them on the Day of Judgment for all evil they used to commit.

It must be noted that the commandment in this message is directed
to the Holy Prophet (SAAW) and through him (SAAW) to all followers
of the true faith. The import of this statement is that true faith has
always consisted, and still consists, in recognizing the One True
Allah (swWT) as one's only God (SWT) and Lord (SWT); in associating
none with Him (SWT) in His (SWT) divinity - neither in respect of His
(SWT) essence, nor of His (SWT) attributes, nor His (SWT) claims upon
His (swrt) creatures; in believing in the Hereafter and hence
considering oneself answerable before Allah (SWT), and in living
according to those principles and values which have been
communicated by Allah (SWT) to humanity through His (SWT)
Prophets (AS) and Books. This was the religion entrusted to the man
at the beginning of human life. All false religions which emerged
later stemmed from the perverted ingenuity of man, from his baser
lusts, and from an exaggerated sense of devotion to venerable
personalities. Such factors corrupted the original religion and
overlaid it with harmful innovations. Hence, people modified and
distorted the original beliefs by mixing them with products of their
conjecture and philosophical thinking. More and more innovations
were added to the original laws of the true religion. Putting aside
the Law of Allah (SWT), men set themselves up as their own law-
makers, indulged in hair-splitting elaborations, and exaggerated the
importance of disagreements in minor legal problems. Thus there
emerged innumerable religions and sects, the birth of each leading
to the fragmentation of humanity into an ever-increasing number of
mutually hostile groups. Anyone who decides to follow the True
Religion must therefore cut himself off from all deviant factions and
revert to the True Religion.
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Verses B0
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"Whoever comes [on the Day of Judgement] with a good deed will
have ten times the like thereof [to his credit], and whoever comes
with an evil deed will not be recompensed except the like thereof;
and they will not be wronged”

This verse elucidates the modus operandi of reward and
punishment in the Hereafter from the Most Exalted (SWT) and Most
Merciful (SWT). A person (provided that he is a Muslim) who does one
good deed will get ten times more in return and a person who commits
one sin, then the return for him will be equal to that of one sin.

Verses b1
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"Say, "Indeed, my Lord has guided me to a straight patha correct
religion — the way of Abraham, inclining towardtruth. And he was
not among those who associated others with Allah."

In this verse Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) Prophet (SAAW) to
proclaim to the disbelievers that he has not taken this Straight Path
(the path of Allah SwW7) under ancestral customs or some other
personal reasons. Instead this is the 'way' to which he has been
directed by Allah (SWT) Himself. This is the true religion established
on firm grounds which has also been the religion of all the previous
Prophets (AS), including Prophet Abraham (AS), who always
abstained from worshipping anyone other than Allah (SwT).

The 'Way of Abraham' is one further indication of the way of the
True Religion which one is required to follow. This way could also
have been designated as the way of Moses (AS) or of Jesus (AS), but
since their names have become falsely associated with Judaism and
Christianity respectively, it was necessary to call it the 'Way of
Abraham'. Moreover, Abraham (AS) was acknowledged by both the
Jews and the Christians as rightly-guided and both knew, of course,
that he (AS) lived long before either Judaism or Christianity was
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born. In the same way, the polytheists of Arabia also considered
Abraham (AS) to be rightly-guided. Despite their ignorance, they at
least acknowledged Prophet Abraham (AS) as a righteous man, who
had rebuilt the Ka'bah and was a worshipper of Allah (sSwT)
exclusively and no idolater.

Verses b2
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"Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my
dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds”

This verse alludes to the logical outcome of perfect faith and
sincerity towards Allah (SWT), which is, that one admits that all his
prayers, his sacrifices, his life and his death are all only for Him
(SWT) Who (SWT) is the Lord (SWT) of the Worlds and Who (SWT) has
no associate or partner.

It must be noted that the Arabic word 'nusuk' used in this verse
signifies ritual sacrifice as well as the other forms of devotion and
worship.

Verses B3
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"No partner has He. And this | have been commanded, and | am the
first [among you] of the Muslims."

Continuing with the theme in the previous verse, this verse
commands the Holy Prophet (SAAW) to declare to the people
(believers and disbelievers alike) that Allah (SWT)has no associate or
partner, and that whatever he (SAAW) is declaring has been decreed
by Allah (SWT). The Holy Prophet (SAAW) is also directed to declare
to people (believers and disbelievers alike) that he (SAAW) is the first
of Muslims (followers of Islam) from his (SAAW) Ummah, because
the first believer from every Ummah is the Prophet (AS) sent to that
Ummah himself (AS).

Verses B4
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"Say, "Is it other than Allah | should desire as a lord while He is the
Lord of all things? And every soul earns not [blame] except against
itself, and no bearer of burdas will bear the burden of another.
Then to your Lord is yourreturn and He will inform you concerning
that over which you used to differ.”

In this verse Allah (SWT) instructs His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) to ask
the disbelievers and idolaters that do they want him (SAAW) to be
like them who seek help and protection from deities other than
Allah (swrt), even though it is He (SWT) Who (SWT) has created all
things and hence there can be no other god except Allah (SWT) by
that reason alone.

Since Allah (SWT) is the Lord (SWT) of the entire universe, how could
anyone be His (SWT) lord? Since the entire universe is yoked to
obedience to Allah (SWT), man is an integral part of the universe,
how can he reasonably, look for another lord in that area of his life
in which he uses his own volition and judgement? Is it appropriate
for him to move in diametrical opposition to the entire universe?

The verse then proceeds to declare that the sins of a person will be
written against his record of deeds only and it will be he who will
bear the brunt and get the punishment for his transgressions in the
Hereafter. The verse also elucidates that when every soul is brought
in the presence of Allah (SWT) on the Day of Judgement then Allah
(SWT) will surely inform every single being of his deeds and He (SWT)
will deliver His (SWT) verdict regarding the differences in faith
among the believers and the disbelievers. Of course, it is implied
that the believers will succeed on that day, while the disbelievers
will fail miserably and suffer the eternal consequences.

Verses b5
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"And it is He who has made you successors upon the earth and has
raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] that He may try
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you through what He has given you. Indeed, your Lord is swift in
penalty; but indeed, He is Forgiving and Merciful:

The last verse of Surah al-An'am commences by elucidating that
Allah (swt) has made generations of people coming after
generations, replacing each other on the earth as the inheritors.

The verse also expounds that Allah (SWT) has positioned different
ranks and degrees amongst His (SWT) servants in terms of authority
and wealth by making one poor while the other rich, one lacking in
one way while the other superfluous in another, in order to test
them in this worldly life whether they show gratitude and obedience
or ingratitude and disobedience towards Him (SWT).

The verse then decrees that Allah (SwT) is very swift in taking
account of those who disbelieve in Him (SWT) while He (swr) is
Forgiving and Merciful for His (SWT) believing servants.

In a nutshell this verse illuminates three important truths:

First, that human beings as such are vicegerents of Allah (SWT) on
earth, because Allah (SWT) has entrusted them with many things and
endowed them with the power to use them.

Second, it is Allah (swT) Himself (SWT) Who (SWT) has created
different ranks among His (SWT) vicegerents. The trust placed in
some is more than that of others. Some men have been granted
control of more resources than others. Some are more gifted in
respect of their abilities. Likewise, some human beings have been
placed under the trust of others.

Third, all this is indeed designed to test man. The entire life of man
is in fact, a vast examination wherein man is being tested about the
trust he has received from Allah (SWT). how sensitive he is to that
trust, to what extent he lives up to it, and to what extent he proves to
be competent with it. What position man will be able to attain in the
Hereafter, in terms of eternal success or eternal failure depends on
the result of this test.

And Allah (SWT) Knows Best!

Note: End of theexpositionof Surah 6, AlAn’am.
(All praise is due to Allah(SWT) alone!)
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