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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-An'am
(The Cattle)

(Recap of verses 111 - 129 of Surah Al-An'am and fresh exposition of
verses 130 — 144 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the opposite
gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each verse (Ayah) has been kept as a continuum in order
to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may occur
when the verses are broken up and the translation of those verses
becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message
International — USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Saheeh
International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and Al
Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use of
modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind.
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2 Message of the Qur'an

Recap ofverses 111 — 129 (inclusive) of Surah 6, Al-An’am

This section of Surah 6, Al-An’am (verses 111 - 129) elucidates that
the denial of the disbelievers is not based on any ‘misunderstanding’
or ‘ignorance’, rather, this disease is due to their stubbornness and
arrogance which cannot be cured by showing ‘miracles’. Therefore,
even if they were shown signs like angels sent to them or the dead
talking to them, they would still not believe, unless
Allah (SWT)wanted otherwise. Such a course, however, goes against
the Grand Scheme of Allah (SWT), which underlies the creation of
man. Hence it is futile to expect Allah (SWT) to intervene in the matter
and to force those people to believe by the exercise of His (SWT)Will
by force. The Holy Prophet (SAAW) has been comforted in this section
of the Surah that the hostility and defiance of his (SAAW) enemies is
nothing surprising, for Allah (SWT), in His (SWT)infinite wisdom, also
made enemies for the previous Prophets (AS), who opposed
them (AS) and rebelled against them (AS), therefore, he (SAAW) ought
not to be distraught by this fact. Then Allah (SWT)declares that if
He (SWT)had willed, the devils among mankind and the Jinn would
not have had any authority to plot against His (SWT) Messengers (AS),
but it is from His (SWT)decree and Perfect Wisdom that every
Prophet (AS)had enemies. Furthermore, we should always bear in
mind that, according to the Qur'an, there is a tremendous difference
between 'Allah’s (SWT)Will' and 'Allah’s (SWT)good pleasure'. In
short, all ‘events’ require the Will of Allah (SWT), of which certain
‘events’ do not please Him (SWT), whereas certain ‘events’ do. The
verses in this section of the Surah also elaborate and qualify that this
is done in order to distinguish the righteous believers from those who
lack zeal. Another reason for this process of polarization is so that the
hearts of those who do not believe in life after death will be inclined
towards the lies and fabrications of these devils that they listen to and
are overcome by their deceit. Therefore, the Holy Prophet (SAAW) is
commanded to let them take the devious ride and see what they gain
from it, for the end of evil must be a tormenting punishment.
Allah (SWT)then commands His (SWT)Prophet (SAAW) to shun the
disbelievers by asking them rhetorically that should he (SAAW) look
for any other judge than Allah (SWT)even after His (SWT)decision to
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Al-An'am 3

reveal this miraculous Qur’an to him (SAAW), which elucidates and
decrees in clear terms the right path for all mankind to come.

This section of the Surah also refers to the Jews and the Christians
who knew from the knowledge of their Scriptures that Prophet
Muhammad (SAAW) is the Last Messenger (SAAW) of Allah (SWT)
and that the message he (SAAW)brought is the Truth, yet they
concealed the Truth from people because of their jealousy and
arrogance. Though this verse is addressed to the Holy
Prophet (SAAW) in terms of words, in reality, the purpose was to
convey the message to the others. As for the Holy Prophet
(SAAW), he (SAAW) could never be one (SAAW) of those in doubt.

The Holy Qur’an has been identified as the zenith of Truth and
Justice i.e. all events, conditions, promises, and warnings mentioned
in it are true and correct. Secondly, none can change
Allah’s (SWT)Word, for His (SWT) Word is pristinely pure and far
beyond any such possibilitics. He (SWT)hcars and knows cverything
that His (SWT)servants are doing. It is also indicated that the majority
of the people living on earth are in error. This is because at most
times the misguided majority overwhelms an individual and he
ends up following it. But Allah (SWT)has commanded Muslims [by
addressing the Prophet (SAAW)] not to be impressed by the majority,
as they are people who have gone astray. Thus the verse commands
Muslims [by addressing the Prophet (SAAW)] not to follow those
who have gone astray, as they will lead the believers away from the
straight path, too. It is also pointed out that ‘majority” is not a
criterion for truth and guidance, thus falsifying the notion of
popular sovereignty as it currently is embedded in the so-called
‘modern democratic nations’. On the other hand, it is the belief of a
Muslim that sovereignty belongs only to Allah (SWT)and none has
the authority to abandon the law decreed by Allah (SWT), even if it is
by a popular vote. It is declared that the disbelievers do not have
any knowledge; therefore, they follow only their opinions and
preach only falsehood.

In this section, Allah (SWT)also directs the Muslims by showing them
the difference between carrion and an animal slaughtered properly.
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4 Message of the Qur'an

Thus commanding them to eat only that animal (provided that it is a
creature that is Halal/Permitted and not Haram/Prohibited as food)
on which Allah’s (SWT)name is invoked i.e. while slaughtering it.
When seen from a broader perspective we find that on the one hand,
many nations have imposed on themselves superfluous religious
taboos, which include a variety of dietary restrictions, while on the
other hand, they have declared lawful many of the things which
Allah (SWT)has forbidden. Some people have even gone so far as to
consider eating animals slaughtered in the name of Allah (SWT)as
unlawful, while those slaughtered with no mention of
Allah’s (SWT)name may be eaten. Allah (SWT)repudiates this and
urges the Muslims - if they believe in Him (SWT)and obey His (SWT)
injunctions - to smash the superstitious and prejudiced notions
contrived by human beings in disregard of Allah’s (SWT) revealed
guidance, and to recognize as unlawful all that Allah (SWT)has
declared to be unlawful, and as lawful all that Allah (SWT)has
declared to be lawful. This section of the Surah also tells the Muslims
to obey the commandments of Allah (SWT)and stick to the code
revealed by Him (SWT), as He (SWT)has manifestly told what is
permitted to eat and what is forbidden. Therefore, Muslims are
required to abide by these prescribed laws and eat only that on which
Allah’s (SWT)name has been invoked and have no doubt about
anything which He (SWT)has permitted. The exception mentioned, is
that in the case of extreme helplessness, for in this case it is allowed to
eat whatever is available, with neither having a desire for it nor taking
more than needed for survival. Allah also (SWT)commands
His (SWT)servants to abstain from all kinds of sins whether
committed openly or in secret. However, even after knowing
Allah’s (SWT) Will, those who persist in sins will surely be punished
for their evil deeds in the Hereafter by the torment of the Hellfire.

This section of the Surah clearly guides that we can say that alive is
the one who puts his faith in Allah (SWT)and His (SWT)Messenger
(SAAW) and follows the Divine revelation. On the other hand, we are
told that, in terms of fulfilling the purpose of life, the person who
does not follow the Divine revelation deserves to be called dead. This
verse also states that Allah (SWT)gives light to those who are alive
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Al-An'am 5

(believers) and darkness to those who are dead (disbelievers). The
light mentioned here is the Qur'an and darkness is Kufr (disbelief).
Whoever Allah (SWT)gives lighthe cansee things, bothat far
distance and near, and he carries this light with him wherever he
moves about among the people. But the one who does not have access
to this light remains in the darkness of ignorance and deviation. He
has no idea as to what lies ahead in the eternal life, nor can he
comprehend how beneficial or harmful it can be. This section of Surah
Al-An'am also labels those who opposed and defied
Allah’s (SWT)Messengers (AS)as the ’‘chiefs and leaders of the
criminals’. This reference draws a connection with the chiefs of the
Quraysh, who similarly, called others to disbelief, hindered them
from the path of Allah (SWT), and showed hostility against Prophet
Muhammad (SAAW). Allah (SWT)declares at the end of the verse that
the curse of what these criminals do against His (SWT)servants and
Messenger (SAAW) recoils back on them though they do not perceive
it. It specifies that the station of Prophet-hood or Messenger-ship
cannot be acquired through intellectual perfection, utmost striving,
devotion, family nobility or wealth, nor is it controlled by human
beings. Instead, it is nothing but divine grace from Allah (SWT), which
He (SWT)bestows on whomever He (SWT)Wills as He (SWT)knows
best who is suitable for it. Furthermore, a stern warning is issued to
those who oppose Allah’s (SWT)Messengers (AS) and hinder others
from following them (AS). Therefore, Allah (SWT)says that a
disgraceful punishment and humiliation awaits such criminals as a
recompense of the evil schemes and plots they used to devise against
the Prophets (AS).

It is also elucidated in this section of the Surah that for whomever
Allah (SWT) Wills, He (SWT) makes it easy for him to follow Islam and
opens his heart to Tawhid (Oneness of Allah) and for the
understanding and acceptance of the Truth. Thus he becomes more
and more uninterested in the fleeting enjoyments and luxuries of this
world while the Hereafter becomes the real object of his desires.
Allah (SWT) then declares that whoever does not accept guidance then
Allah (SWT) makes his heart narrow i.e. to accept the truth and act in
accordance with it becomes very difficult for him, because of the
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6 Message of the Qur'an

heaviness of faith on him. It is also declared that Allah (SWT)brings
disgrace and humiliation to those who do not believe by making their
hearts closed for guidance and the acceptance of the truth. The right
path referred to is Islam, which is legislated by Allah (SWT)in
His (SWT) Infinite Wisdom for His (SWT)servants to follow. It is
declared that Allah (SWT)has elaborated on the Straight Path by
revealing this Glorious Qur’an to His (SWT)Messenger (SAAW). It also
expounds that those who spend their lives righteously, according to
the edicts of Allah (SWT)and His (SWT)Messenger (SAAW), will enjoy
'the Abode of Peace, i.e., they will be admitted into Paradise as a
reward for their faith and good deeds. In Paradise, they will be in
absolute peace and protection of Allah (SWT)as they will be safe from
every misfortune and evil. While referring to the Day of Judgement, it
is elaborated that on that Day, Allah (SWT)will gather all the evil
Jinns and their helpers and supporters from among mankind who
used to invoke them for help and worshipped them. Then
Allah (SWT)will reprimand the entire assembly (of evil Jinns) for
misguiding humans from the Straight Path. This section of Surah Al-
An’am (verses 111- 129) concludes by portraying a picture of the Day
of Judgement and expounds that the wrongdoers amongst the Jinn
and mankind will be grouped on the Day of Resurrection and they
will be united in the Hellfire because of their mutual friendship in this
world. Just as the wrong-doers had been accomplices in sin and evil
during their earthly life, they would remain companions in the
Hereafter as well to share its punishment.

Expositionof verses130— 144 of Surah Al-An’am
Verse 130

R g e &tmwmsr“
A P SR F G

"O company of jinn and manklnd, did there not come to you
messengers from among you, relating to you My verses and
warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours?" They will say,
"We bear witness against ourselves”; and the worldly life had
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Al-An'am 7

deluded them, and they will bear winess against themselves that
they were disbelievers.

The verse commences by expounding that on the Day of Resurrection
Allah (SWT)will ask the disbelieving Jinns and humans as to why
they disbelieved in His (SWT)verses sent to them through the
Messengers (AS) from among them, who (AS)recited to them
His (SWT)revelations and warned them of the Day of Reckoning? In
reply, they will have nothing to answer.

They will confess that His (SWT)Messengers (AS) did come to them in
succession to show them the path of guidance and salvation but they
turned a deaf ear to them (AS) and remained involved in disbelief and
wrongdoings, instead to respond to their (AS) call.

The verse then clarifies that the real reason for their disbelief was the
charms and fleeting enjoyments of this worldly life, which made them
follow the wrong path, and that eventually made them heedless to
their tormenting end. They were deniers of and disbelievers in, rather
than ignorant of the Truth. They would acknowledge that the Truth
had been conveyed to them but they refused to accept that.

It must be noted that reference made in the verse regarding
“Messengers from among you” does not mean that Jinns have
Messengers (AS) of their own. Instead it is an agreed upon
issue amongst the Islamic Jurists that the Messengers (AS)are from
among the mankind only. Allah (SWT) has grouped the Jinns and
human beings to receive His (SWT)Message. The Jinns like the human
beings are at liberty to exercise their free will, but they are required to
worship Allah (SWT) by accepting Islam. Otherwise, like humans, the
disbelievers amongst the Jinns will also be subject to the Final
Reckoning by Allah (SWT)on the Day of Judgment.

Verse 131
S8 it 4 ..’ - Ed 96 Ed .
oiles QAT iy B lpnaiss B S o fans

"That is because your Lord would not destroy the cities for
wrongdoing while their people were unaware'

This verse indicates that Allah’s (SWT)punishment does not descend
on any town or city for their disbelief and disobedience until and
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8 Message of the Qur'an

unless He (SWT)warns them through His (SWT)Messengers (AS).
Allah (SWT)does not want His (SWT)creatures to have any valid
reason to complain that He (SWT)had left them ignorant of the Right
Path, and then convicted them of error. Allah (SWT)has forestalled
any such grievance by sending Prophets (AS)and revealing Holy
Books to warn both Jinns and human beings. If people continue to
falter despite Allah’s (SWT)arrangements for their guidance, they
themselves are to be blamed for the punishment they will receive, for
wrongdoings, and subsequent reprimand by Allah (SWT).

Verse 132
ol J3aat - Goilils ears By

"And for all are degrees [i.e., positions resulting] from what they
have done. And your Lord is not unaware of what they db.

This verse elucidates that with Allah (SWT), there are ranks or
degrees for classes of people amongst the humans and the Jinns and
these ranks or degrees are assigned according to their deeds and
good actions that they perform in this world. The verse concludes
by declaring that indeed Allah (SWT) is aware of the deeds of His
(SWT) servants.

Verse 133
VY w / Ty 3 1257 2.3
355 ST 36 e 8% Kl le 1 a2 o &&5ass
Lo o2&
o>,

"And your Lord is the Free of need, the possessor of mercy. If He
wills, He can do away with you and give succession after you to
whomever He wills, just as He produced you from the descendants
of another people’’

This verse explains that Allah (SWT) does not send Messengers (AS)
to the Jinns and the mankind because He (SWT) needs our worship
or obedience. Instead, He (SWT) is free of all wants and is not in need
of His (SWT) servants to obey Him (SWT) or worship Him (SWT),
rather it is we who stand in need of Him (SWT)in all situations, and
He (SWT)is full of mercy for His (SWT)creation.
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It must be noted that the Qur'anic statement: 'Free of need” signifies
that even if all human beings became disobedient, Allah’s (SWT)
dominion will not shrink. Allah (SWT) is dependent neither upon
their show of veneration nor upon their offerings. Allah (SWT)
lavishes His (SWT) limitless treasures on human beings without the
need of ‘return’.

The other statement, namely: “The possessor of mercy’, highlights two
facts as follows:

1. Allah (SWT) directs and commands the man to follow the Right
Path for his own good. The behaviour contrary to it, the evil conduct
harms human beings. He (SWT) is immune to the conduct of human
beings. It is His (SWT) supreme mercy and benevolence that, He (SWT)
desires to reward the man to the maximum for his good deeds.

2. Allah (SWT) is All Mercy. He (SWT) is not unduly stern. He (SWT)
gets no pleasure in punishing His (SWT) creations. He (SWT) is not
there to find faults. He (SWT) is compassionate towards His (SWT)
creations. It is in the same Surah that we find:

“He has prescribed Mercy for Himself.” (Al-An’am, 6:12)

Allah (SWT) is highly compassionate towards all of His (SWT)
creatures and governs them with utmost mercy and benevolence,
and the same characterizes His (SWT) dealings with human beings as
well. Hence, He (SWT) constantly forgives the sins of people. Many
disobey, indulge in sins, commit crimes, and disregard Allah’s (SWT)
commands, even then they are nourished by the sustenance provided
by Him (SWT).1t is His (SWT) attribute of Al-Rehman that,
Allah (SWT)shows His (SWT) mercy to all His (SWT) creations in the
sense that He (SWT) created them and granted them abundant
provisions. Allah (SWT) nevertheless, continually treats them with
forbearance and forgives them. He (SWT)grants them respite so that
they may take heed, understand things properly, and reform
themselves. Had He (SWT)been excessively stern, He (SWT)could even
have obliterated them instantly and replaced them with other people.

Today, through the advancements in archaeology we can see that,
millions of human beings, who used to inhabit this earth, vanished
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from the face of this earth and a different set of people took their
place. The People of Aad and Thamud were destroyed by Allah
(SWT) for their disbelief and disobedience and Allah (SWT) brought
other people to replace them.

Verse 134
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"Indeed, what you are promised is comingand you will not cause
failure [to Allah]."

This verse states emphatically that the Day of Resurrection / Day of
Judgement is surely to come and on that day the disbelievers will
not be able to escape from Allah’s (SWT) punishment. On the Day of
Resurrection, human beings of every epoch will be raised anew and
made to stand before Allah (SWT)for final judgement.

Verse 135

;‘Lﬂj / kw;’zJ/’/;n’./a//&kdlleg:y‘;zbﬁ/iyu
SeAL]
"Say, "O my people, work according to your position; [for] indeed, |

am working. And you are going to know who will have succession
in the home. Indeed, the wrongdoers will not succeed.”

In this verse, Allah (SWT) commands the Holy Prophet (SAAW) to
give the pagans of Makkah a stern warning and tell them that stay as
you are and keep on doing what you are doing against Islam and the
Muslims, for I (SAAW) will remain on the Path of Allah (SWT) and
will keep on doing what Allah (SWT) reveals unto me (SAAW) to do
and soon you will find out who will be blessed with salvation in the
Hereafter and who will suffer the punishment. The verse states the
decree of Allah (SWT) that the wrongdoers will never succeed.

It is noteworthy that the crux of this verse is that if people prefer to
ignore the Prophet's (SAAW) admonition and do not recant their
misconduct, they are at liberty to follow their chosen path, but they
should let the Prophet (SAAW) follow his (SAAW). The ultimate
results of their conduct will, in due time, become evident to all - to
the Prophet (SAAW) as well as to his opponents.
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Verse 136
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"And they [i.e., the polytheists] assign to Allah from that which He
created of crops and livestock a share and say, "This is for Allah,"”
by their claim, "and this is for our ‘'partners’' [associated with
Him]."” But what is for their "partners™ does not reach Allah, while
what is for Allah - this reaches their "partners." Evil is that which
they rule.”

The background of this verse is that the idolaters of Makkah used to
set aside a portion from the produce of their lands and their cattle
for Allah (SWT) and a portion for their idols. In this verse, Allah
(SWT) declares that everything is created by Him (SWT) alone and
the produce of the lands, too, was bestowed by Him (SWT) alone, yet
they had transgressed by making false idols to share in what was
given by Him (SWT) alone. The belief of the pagans in Allah (SWT)
was so flimsy that whenever they had a drop in their produce they
would apply this shortfall against the share that they had “assigned”
for Allah (SWT) and kept ‘giving’ their idols in full. If something
from the portion reserved for the idols went into the portion they
had ‘reserved’ for Allah (SWT)by mistake they would take it out! On
the other hand, if something from the portion they had ‘fixed” for
Allah (SWT) accidentally mixed with the portion of their idols, they
would not take it out, for they would say that the ‘idol is poor’.

The verse mentions that this action of the pagans of Makkah is a
blatant transgression based on evil, for they do not realize that
everything belongs to Allah (SWT)alone.

It must be noted that this is an elucidation of just one of the many
acts of 'ignorance' which those people-insistently clung to, and
which they were not prepared to forsake. They are also told about
that major 'wrong' which, if not abandoned, will bar their way to
salvation.
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Moreover, the pagans and idolaters themselves acknowledged that
the earth belongs to Allah (SWT), and that it is He (SWT) Who (SWT)
causes the vegetation to grow. They also affirmed that Allah (SWT)is
the Creator of the animals which were yoked to their service. They
believed, however, that the grace of Allah (SWT) for them was the
outcome of the blessing and benediction of the angels, jinns,
heavenly stars, spirits of their pious ancestors and so on, who cared
for their well-being and were their patrons. They therefore used to
make a two-fold division of their harvest and livestock offerings.
One part was ’‘devoted” to Allah (SWT) in recognition of their
gratitude to Him (SWT) for having granted them farms and animals,
while the rest was devoted to the household gods of either their
family or tribes in order to ensure their continuing grace and
benediction.

In light of their false belief-system, Allah (SWT) censures them for
this iniquity and asks them - since all those animals were created
and had been granted to them by Allah (SWT) alone - what
justification there is for making offerings to others. Is it not sheer
ingratitude to ascribe the acts of benevolence and grace of the true
Benefactor (SWT) to the intercession of others, and to associate them
with Allah (SWT) in thanksgiving? Secondly, they are censured
indirectly for assigning quite an arbitrary share in their ‘offerings’ to
Allah (SWT), as if they themselves were the law-maker who could
ascribe shares to Allah (SWT) and others as they wished. To Allah
(SWT) alone belong all the bounties He (SWT)has given man, and only
His (SWT) Law should therefore determine what part of those
bounties should be offered to Him (SWT)in thanksgiving and how the
remaining should be spent. Hence even if they spend something in
the way of Allah (SWT), for the poor and the deprived, but according
to their own will, that does not deserve to be accepted by Him (SWT).

In a nutshell, there is also a subtle sarcasm in the verse at the
trickery to which the polytheists resorted while ’dividing the
offerings” between Allah (SWT) and the partners whom they had set
up with Him (SWT). By one device and another they increased the
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share of the false deities, which only showed that their heart lay
with those sham partners of Allah (SWT) rather than with Allah
(SWT) alone.

Finally, in order to grasp what lay at the root of these superstitions,
it is essential to know that the portion which these ignorant people
earmarked for Allah (SWT) was ‘intended to be devoted” to helping
the indigent, the poor, travellers, orphans and so on. On the other
hand, the portion earmarked for offerings to the partners' actually
went either directly to the coffers of the priestly class or was offered
at the shrines and thus ultimately reached the priests and caretakers
of those shrines. Over the course of centuries these selfish religious
leaders had impressed upon those simple-minded people that there
was no harm in Allah’s (SWT) share’ being reduced, but that of Allah’s
(SWT) associates’, far from being diminished, should be increased.

Verse 137
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"And likewise, to many of the polytheists their partners have made
[to seem] pleasing the killing of their children in order to bring
about their destruction and to cover them with confusion in their

religion. And if Allah had willed, they would not have done so. So
leave them and that which they invent?

This verse refers to one of the evil customs of the pagans (of
Makkah) during the Age of Ignorance (Jahiliyyal}, i.e. killing their
female children (infanticide). Allah (SWT)condemns such brutal acts
of the pagans by declaring that Satan made it seem fair for them to
kill their children, for fear of poverty and burying their daughters
alive, for fear of dishonour. The devils (of mankind and jinns) had
convinced the idolaters that the killing of their children was
desirable; in order to destroy whatever of their morality was left.

The verse categorically elucidates that had Allah (SWT) willed He
(SWT) could have stopped them from such monstrous actions, being
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committed for ridiculous reasons, but He (SWT) does not force upon
people in this world, as this life is only a test for His (SWT) creatures
and He (SWT)has given man the freedom of choice and action.

It must be noted that the word 'partners' is now used in a different
sense. In this verse the word 'partners' denotes those human beings
and devils who had legitimized infanticide and even represented it
as a commendable act.

The reason for calling such people 'partners' in this verse is that
just as Allah (SWT) alone deserves to be worshipped, so He (SWT)
alone has the right to make laws for His (SWT) creatures and to
determine the limits of what is lawful and what is unlawful. Also,
just as consecrating acts of devotion to anyone other than Allah
(SWT) amounts to setting up partners with Him (SWT), so to follow
man-made laws in the belief that human beings have the right to be
their own law-makers amounts to acknowledging others as
partners of Allah (SWT). Both these acts mentioned before amount
to setting up partners with Him (SWT), irrespective of whether or
not man applies the word 'God' to those before whom he makes
ritual offerings, or to those whose laws he considers to be
essentially right and binding for men.

The use of the word 'ruin' in this verse is significant. It denotes, in the
first place, the moral ruination of a people. A man whose callousness
and cruelty reach the point where he begins to kill his offspring with
his own hands not only becomes bereft of the essence of humanity,
but has sunk even lower than the animals. Moreover, this signifies the
ruin of a people and of the human race. This is because infanticide
necessarily leads to loss of population which is detrimental to the
interests of mankind and also of each nation, since it prevents those
who could have carried the legacy of a nation from either being born
or puts an end to their lives after, they are born. This rule also
signifies the ultimate ruin, i.e. in the Hereafter. For indeed anyone
who treats innocent children with such high-handedness, who cold-
bloodedly slaughters the essence of his humanity, who acts so
sordidly towards the human species as such, and even towards his
own people, deserves severe punishment from Allah (SWT).
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Verse 138
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"And they say, "These animals and crops are forbidden; no one may
eat from them except whom we will,” by their claim. And there are
those [camels] whose backs are forbidden [by them] and those upon
which the name of Allah is not mentioned- [all of this] an
invention of untruth about Him. He will punish them for what they
were inventing."

This verse alludes to another of the ritualized and erroneous
customs of the pagan Arabs. The pagan Arabs would release some
animals as well as endow some tillage in the name of the idols and
say that they were doing it for the pleasure of Allah (SWT)and only
those were allowed to eat of them whom they chose themselves.
They also dedicated some animals to their idols, with the prohibition
of riding them or to carry loads. In this verse, Allah (SWT) not only
judges such practices to be polytheistic, but also censures them as
man-made innovations. Allah (SWT) is the master of all that they had
consecrated as offerings to the deities. He (SWT) had neither
encumbered human beings with the need to make any of those
offerings and consecrations nor imposed those restrictions on what
they might consume. These were the wilful inventions of headstrong
and rebellious people who attributed to themselves the authority to
make laws as they pleased.

Moreover, they had some other animals on which they would never
pronounce the name of Allah (SWT) at any time, either when milking
them, riding them or slaughtering them. Even though those rules had
not been laid down by Allah (SWT), people followed them under the
false impression that they had been prescribed by Him (SWT). They
could not adduce any injunction from Allah (SWT)in support of such
a belief, and all that they could claim was that it was an integral part
of their ancestors' way of life.

Allah (SWT) declares in this verse that all these so-called customs and
rituals are all lies and fabrications and He (SWT) will surely punish
such a people in the Hereafter for what they used to invent against
Him (SWT).
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Verse 139

;255;; G/Gﬁ, SL’/’/’O'/ //9/ ){&j‘u){’uj‘dwﬁ[xz")(,
wz f’,ﬂs!‘% 397 3,5 5 5//5,'@;:

"And they say, "What is in the bellies of these animals is exclusively

for our males and forbidden to our females. But if it is [born] dead,

then all of them have shares therein." Hwill punish them for their
description. Indeed, He is Wise and Knowind'

Another of the ignorant practice of the Pagan Arabs was that when a
sheep consecrated as offerings to the deities would give birth to a
male sheep (A ‘Buck’ or ‘ram lamb’), they would slaughter it and give
its meat to their males and not to their females. However, if it was
born dead then they would share it men and women alike. Allah
(SWT) admonishes them in this verse for this fabricated custom and
warns them that He (SWT) will punish them for their attribution of
such superstitions to Him (SWT). Allah (SWT) is Wise in His (SWT)
decisions and He (SWT) alone knows all actions of His (SWT) servants.

Verse 140
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"Those will have lost who killed their children in foolishness
without knowledge and prohibited what Allah had provided for
them, inventing untruth about Allah. They have gone astray and
were not [rightly] guided.’
The context of this verse refers to verse 137 of the same Surah. As
discussed in the exposition of verse 137, the pagan Arabs used to
bury their daughters alive, considering them to be a burden, because
females were neither allowed to earn their livelihood nor to own
property during the Age of Ignorance (&hiliyyah) Allah (SWT)
declares in this verse that those who committed such evil acts are the
actual losers who have lost in this life by killing their children and
prohibiting food that He (SWT)had ordained for them in this earthly
existence and that they would be the real losers in the Hereafter, as
they will end up in the Hellfire because of the lies that they
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attributed to Him (SWT). In this verse, the message of verse 137 has
been put plainly to the pagan Arabs that even though such practices
had been introduced by their forefathers, religious guides and
outstanding leaders, the fact remained that those practices were
inherently unsound. That those practices had come down from their
ancestors and venerated elders did not necessarily legitimize them.
These callous people had introduced such inhuman customs as
infanticide, and, without any justification whatsoever, had
prohibited to the creatures of Allah (SWT) food and drink which He
(SWT) had created.

Allah (SWT) declares in the verse that such a people have indeed
gone astray and are not guided on the Right Path. They had also
introduced many innovations themselves, making them part of their
religion and ascribing them to Allah (SWT). How could such people
be considered either to have attained salvation or to be rightly
guided? Even though venerated by them as their ancestors, they
were nevertheless misguided and were destined to see the evil
consequences of their misdeeds.

Verse 141
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"And He it is who causes gardens to grow, [both] trellised and
untrellised, and palm trees and crops of different [kinds of] food
and olives andpomegranates, similar and dissimilar. Eat of [each
of] its fruit when it yields and give its due [zakah] on the day of its
harvest. And be not excessive. Indeed, He does not like those who
commit excess.

In this verse Allah (SWT) elucidates the wonders and blessings that
He (SWT) has bestowed upon His (SWT) creatures in the form of the
produce that grows in the earth and different kinds of fruit which
He (SWT) brings forth from it. He (SWT) also produces different
kinds of vegetation, plants, trees and gardens on the land as a means
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of survival for His (SWT)creatures. The Arabic expression "Jannaatim
Ma'rushaatin wa GhairaMa'rushatin” signifies two kinds of gardens:

first, those consisting of trellised plants and, second, those consisting

of trees which stand on their own (untrellised).

The verse also elucidates that there is charity (or Zakat) due at the
time of harvesting the crops or picking the fruit, which was usually
given to the poor and the needy at that time.

The verse ends by stating that humans ought not to commit excess
or waste in any manner, for Allah (SWT) does not like those who are
spendthrifts.

Verse 142
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"And of the grazing livestock are carriers [of burdens] and those
[too] small. Ed of what Allah has provided for you and do not
follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a clear enerfly.

In this verse, the cattle which are suitable for burden refer to animals
like camels and horses and small cattle refer to animals which we
use as food like sheep and goat.

Allah (SWT) ordains in this verse that humans are allowed to eat from
the things that He (SWT) has made lawful for His (SWT) servants and
tells them not to follow the footsteps of the devils who ignore the
divine law revealed by Allah (SWT) and take their innovated customs
and their desires as their religion. The truth is that Satan only wants
Allah’s (SWT) servants to become the dwellers of the Hellfire, thus he
invites them to falsehood and misguidance.

The word "Farasha”used in this verse (which means 'to spread, to
pave, to cover the ground, floor or path') has been used in the context
of cattle either:

(1) Because they are relatively short, and in moving about seem to be
touching the ground;

(2) Because when they are slaughtered, they have to be laid on the
ground; or,
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(3) Because their skins and hair are used for furnishing purposes.

It becomes clear from the context of the verse that Allah (SWT) wants
to emphasize three things. First, that the orchards, fields and cattle are
all bounties of Allah (SWT). No one else has made any contribution to
them and hence no one is entitled to any share in the thanks that man
ought to give Him (SWT)in return for these bounties. Second, since all
those things are bounties of Allah (SWT), one ought to follow the laws
of Allah (SWT) alone while making use of them. No one else has the
right to regulate their use. To acknowledge oneself bound by customs
and practices laid down by others than Allah (SWT), and to make
offerings out of a feeling of gratitude for beneficence to someone other
than Allah (SWT) constitute acts of rebellion and amount to following
Satan. Third, as Allah (SWT) has created all these things for the
fulfilment of man's needs, they should not be unnecessarily
suspended from use or be regarded as prohibited. All restrictions on
the use of the means of sustenance and other bounties of Allah (SWT)
based on conjecture or superstition, are not to His (SWT)liking at all.

Verse 143
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"[They are] eight mates— of the sheep, two and of the goats, two.
Say, "Is it the two males He has forbidden or the two females or that

which the wombs of the two females contain? Inform me with
knowledge, if you shouldbe truthful.”

This verse refers to the superstitions of the Arabs mentioned in verse
139 of this Surah, which Allah (SWT) has declared as unlawful in this
verse. The verse challenges the disbelievers to come forward with
arguments based on sound, reliable knowledge, rather than with
arguments which have no authority except that of ancestral tradition,
conjecture or superstition.

Verses 144
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"And of the camels, two and of the cattle, two. Say, "Is it the two
males He has forbidden or the two females or that which the wombs
of the two females contain? Or were you witnesses when Allah
charged you with this? Then who is more unjusthétn one who

invents a lie about Allah to mislead the people by [something] other
than knowledge? Indeed, Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.”

This verse refers once again to the superstitions and fabricated
customs of the Pagan Arabs. They took the things as lawful which
Allah (SWT) had made unlawful for them and they made unlawful
which He (SWT) had permitted for them. In this verse, Allah (SWT)
mentions various kinds of cattle, male and female, such as sheep,
camels, cows and goats and declares that He (SWT) did not prohibit
any of these cattle or their offspring, rather they were all created as a
means of survival and other benefits for His (SWT) servants but these
unjust people concocted lies against Him (SWT), thus leading other
astray from the straight path. Questions as to whether the male
offspring is lawful and the female is unlawful are presented in some
detail to show how unreasonable their superstitions are. That the
male offspring of an animal should be considered lawful for eating
while the female be prohibited, or vice versa; and that an animal
should itself be considered lawful, but not its offspring, is so
manifestly unreasonable that common sense simply refuses to accept
it, and no intelligent man can ever conceive such absurdities to have
been sanctioned by Allah (SWT). Just as the superstitions in vogue
among the Arabs were absurd, as the Qur'an stresses, likewise many
other nations of the world follow even now irrational dietary
restrictions, and believe that food and drink become polluted merely
by the touch of some other people. The verse concludes by a
categorical decree of Allah (SWT) that indeed He (SWT) does not
guide the people who are wrongdoers, meaning those who invent
lies against Allah (SWT)and His (SWT)Messenger (SAAW).

And Allah (SWT) Knows Best!
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