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FROM THEE TO THEE

When all within is dark,

And former friends misprise;

From them I turn to thee,

And find Love in thine eyes.

When all within is dark,

And I my soul despise;

From me I turn to thee,

And find Love in thine eyes.

When all the face is dark,

And Thy just angers rise;

From thee I turn to thee

And find Love in thine eyes.
Translated by Israel Abrahams
From Israel Abrahams, Festival Studies
(London: Macmillan, 1906; rpt. Ed. Also available).
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-An'am
(The Cattle)

(Recap of verses 71 — 90 of Surah Al-An'am and fresh exposition of
verses 91 — 110 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most o
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of
opposite gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each erse (Ayah) has been kept as a continuun|
order to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which
occur when the verses are broken up and the translation of {
verses becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Crossreferences taken from othetirts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Alla8AAW)are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message

International- USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Sah
International — UK, Dar Al Mountada— Saudi Ardia and Al
Qummah- Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the u;
modern English Language, which we believe will give a n
accomplished sense of understanding to Today's mind.
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2 Message of the Qur’an

Recap of verses 71 - 90 (inclusive) of Surah 6, Al-An’am

This section of verses of Surah al-An’am (Verses 71 - 90) starts by
explaining that those who worship idols and take deities besides
Allah (SWT) are like such people whom Satan has seduced and
bewildered on the earth; although they had righteous companions,
who invite them towards the true guidance (The Deen of Islam). Yet
they do not accept their invitation towards the Truth (The Deen of
Islam). They have been so influenced by Satan that they are
deprived of recognizing their own interests in this world and in the
Hereafter and the difference between Truth and Falsehood. Muslims
are then enjoined to ‘establish’ prayer and avoid committing sins
declared to be such by Allah (SWT) so that they do not face His (SWT)
wrath and punishment in this world and more importantly on the
Day of Judgement.

This section of verses also asserts that Allah (SWT) created the
heavens and the earth 'In Truth'. Moreover, it is declared that it is
impossible for us to grasp the manner in which the Trumpet will be
blown when the Hour arrives. What we do know through the Qur'an
is that on the Day of Judgement the Trumpet will be blown on Allah’s
(SWT) command, whereupon all creation will die. Then after an
indefinite period of time - a period that is known to Allah (SWT) alone
- the second Trumpet will be blown, whereupon all the people of all
epochs will be resurrected and will find themselves on the Plane of
the Congregation.

This section of verses (Verses 71 - 90) elaborates in detail the
incidents relating to Prophet Abraham (AS). It suffices to say that all
the Prophets (AS) were opposed by their (AS) own people
throughout the history. Those who deviated from the path of
Prophets (AS) were lost in error. Prophet Abraham (AS) was
generally acknowledged by the Arabs to be their patriarch and their
original religious leader. The Quraysh, in particular, were proud of
their devotion to Prophet Abraham (AS), of being his (AS) progeny
and of being servants to the shrine (Kaaba) built by him (AS). Hence,
the mention of Prophet Abraham's (AS) doctrine of monotheism, of
his (AS) denunciation of polytheism and his (AS) remonstration with

Ao B AP



Al-An'am 3

his polytheistic people, amounted to demolishing the very basis on
which the Quraysh had prided themselves. It also amounted to
destroying the confidence of the people of Arabia in their
polytheistic religion. This also proved to them that the Muslims who
had accepted the call towards the Truth delivered by Prophet
Muhammad (SAAW), in fact, stood in the shoes of Prophet Abraham
(AS). The verses detail the method by which Prophet Abraham (AS)
denounced the idol worshipers of his (AS) time. This section of
verses (Verses 71 - 90) also informs us that Prophet Abraham (AS)
was strongly opposed to polytheism. But to strengthen his (AS)
insight and so that he (AS) might attain sublime certainty, he (AS)
was informed of the profundity laws working behind the system
and was shown the wonders of the heaven and the earth. The
adversaries also saw Allah’s (SWT) signs in the phenomena of the
universe, just as Prophet Abraham (AS) could. The difference is that
they could not see those signs through the prism of Faith and Truth,
as if they were blind, whereas Prophet Abraham (AS) saw with open
eyes. The sun, moon and stars which rose and set before their eyes
day after day and night after night, witnessed the disbelievers as
misguided at their setting as at their rising. Polytheism did not
consist merely of a set of religious beliefs and polytheistic rites; it
rather provided the foundation on which the entire order of
economic, cultural, political and social life rested during the times of
Prophet Abraham (AS). Hence, as soon as Prophet Abraham (AS)
launched his (AS) mission, ordinary people as well as the privileged
classes, ordinary devotees as well as Nimrud, all rose at once to
oppose and suppress it. The verses 76 through 78 of this section of
verses (Verses 71 - 90) provide testimony that Prophet Abraham
(AS) temporarily called the star, moon, and the sun “my lord” once
those remained visible during their natural course of revolution. He
(AS) immediately denounced each, on their disappearance and told
his (AS) people that “I like not those that set.” In fact, showing
condescension to his (AS) people and without showing any religious
prejudice against the belief of his (AS) people, Prophet Abraham (AS)
encouraged the disbelievers to contemplate and to approach the
truth in the light of facts brought to their knowledge about the false
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4 Message of the Qur’an

gods. In a nutshell, Prophet Abraham (AS) told them that whoever
takes the heavenly objects as his gods is among the ones who have
gone astray, and save the Grace and Mercy of Allah (SWT) there is no
guide to the truth. Verse 79 of this Surah elaborates that Prophet
Abraham (AS) believed in Allah (SWT) alone, the Creator (SWT) of the
heavens and the earth and Allah (SWT) specifies for heavenly bodies
their way and appoints the times of their risings and settings. Hence
the verse quotes Prophet Abraham’s (AS) declaration that, I
(Abraham AS) have turned myself (AS) wholly to His (SWT) Lordship
(SWT) sincerely, and I (Abraham AS) am not one of the polytheists.
We must, therefore, regard as unfitting the opinion of those exegetes
who try to explain this verse on the assumption that the people of
Prophet Abraham (AS) either denied or were unaware of the
existence of God altogether, and considered their own deities to be
the exclusive possessors of godhead.

The verses in this section (Verses 71 - 90) also clarify that only those
are fully secure and rightly-guided who believe in Allah (SWT) and
do not mix their faith with any polytheistic belief and practice.
While in verse 81, this question was referred to indicating whether
the monotheists are secured from the punishment of Allah (SWT).
Verse 82, in answer to that question, declares that those are more
secured from the punishment of Allah (SWT) who have recognized
Him (SWT) and testified to being totally subservient to Him (SWT),
whom we call ‘Believers’ and ‘Muslims’, and they are the ones for
whom Allah (SWT) has issued the decree of ‘those who have found
salvation’. This is followed by the mention of the lofty degree
bestowed on Prophet Abraham (AS) by Allah (SWT). Furthermore, in
order that there comes forth no mistake and a person does not
erroneously thinks that Allah (SWT) discriminates unjustly in this
raising up in degrees; it is declared that He (SWT) is aware of the
degrees that He (SWT) gives, as He (SWT) is the Omniscient and
Omnipotent. It is imperative for us to understand that the degrees
(of loftiness) are all according to Divine Will and given Wisely by
Allah (SWT).

In the verses that follow, Allah (SWT) mentions the favour on
Prophet Abraham (AS) of bestowing righteous issues, such as
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Al-An'am 5

Prophets Ishaq (AS) and Yaqoub (AS). Next to this meaning, in order
that nobody imagines that there had not been any advocator
(Prophets AS) for monotheism during the periods before Prophet
Abraham (AS), and that this matter begun with the Prophethood of
Abraham (AS), the verse continues by elucidating that the same
message of monotheism had been delivered by Prophet Noah (AS),
who is one of Prophet Abraham's (AS) ancestors. Furthermore, the
verse mentions a group of the Prophets (AS) of Allah (SWT) who
were from among the descendants of Prophet Abraham (AS) and his
(AS) off springs, thus expounding the lofty position and rank of
Prophet Abraham (AS) from the viewpoint of 'heritage and nobility’,
‘lineage’ and 'the fruit' of his (AS) personality. These verses mention
several (but not all) Prophets (AS) who were from the seed of
Prophet Abraham (AS), including the Prophets Dawud (AS),
Suleiman (AS), Yaqoub (AS), Yusuf (AS), Musa (AS), Haroon (AS),
Zakariya (AS), Yahya (AS), Esa (AS), Elias (AS), Ismail (AS), Elyasa
(AS), Yunus (AS) and Lut (AS). Thus, the Qur'an makes it clear that
their lofty rank and esteemed position existed as a result of Allah’s
(SWT) Will and their (AS) own righteous deeds. The verses also
declare that as far as the disbelievers and polytheists are
concerned, even the ‘good worldly deeds’ that they did would be
of no avail to them in the Hereafter because they did not shun
disbelief and polytheism.

The last few verses in this section (Verses 70 - 91) introduce the
mission of the Prophets (AS), which is, to spread the guidance
bestowed upon them by Allah (SWT) and declare that their guidance
from Allah (SWT) is a shining example to emulate. The verses then
command the Holy Prophet (SAAW) to tell the disbelievers that he
(SAAW) is the most exalted example of guidance for all. The
implication is that the principles of the invitation of all divine
Prophets (AS) are the same, although the latter religions are more
complete than the former religions. Finally, the Messenger (SAAW) of
Allah (SWT) is ordered to tell people that he (SAAW) asks them no
wage for his (SAAW) Messenger-ship, just like the former messengers
(AS) did not ask such a thing. Moreover, it follows rationally that the
Qur'an and the Messenger-ship of Muhammad (SAAW) is a warning
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6 Message of the Qur’an

and a reminder to all people throughout the world in all ages, until
the Hour is established.

Exposition of verses 91 - 110 of Surah Al-An’am
Verse 91

;Egj\@ﬁu;ﬁc; ’"b;:;uc,:s;s J I 03063 5,08 & das s
IS G R S GRS G G B G L) (33518 sy
oGk rees 385 B 855,

"And they did not appraise Allah with true appraisal when they
said, "Allah did not reveal to a human being anything." Say, "Who
revealed the Scripture that Moses brought as light and guidance to
the people? You [Jews] make it into pages, disclosing [some of] it
and concealing much. And you were taught that which you knew
not - neither you nor your fathers." Say, "Allah [revealed it]." Then
leave them in their [empty] discourse, amusing themselves."

The verse starts by referring to those Jews who denied the inspiration
of Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) and thus made these absurd remarks
because they did not recognize the power of Allah (SWT) as it is His
(SWT) right to be recognized, otherwise they would have never said
such a thing, which is contrary to their own religion. In the light of the
foregoing discussion and commentary, it is quite evident that this
statement comes from the Jews. Since the Prophet (SAAW) had
asserted that he (SAAW) was a Prophet (SAAW) and that a Book had
been revealed to him (SAAW), the unbelieving Quraysh and other
polytheists of Arabia naturally used to approach the Jews and the
Christians - who believed in the Prophets (AS) and in the Scriptures -
and tried to solicit a candid answer from them as to whether ‘God'’s
Word” had indeed been revealed to Muhammad (SAAW). Whatever
answer they gave was then disseminated on all sides by the active
opponents of the Prophet (SAAW) in order to create revulsion against
Islam. This is the reason for mentioning, and then refuting, this
statement by the Jews, which had been used by the opposition as an
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Al-An'am 7

argument against Islam. One might wonder how a Jew, who believes
in the Torah as a revealed Book of Allah (SWT), could say that Allah
(SWT) had revealed nothing to anyone. At times blind obstinacy and
bigotry cause people to resort to arguments which strike at the roots
of their own belief. These people were bent upon denying the
Prophethood of Muhammad (SAAW), and this fanaticism had come to
dominate them so much that they went so far as to deny the very
institution of Prophethood. To say that people have not formed any
proper estimate of Allah (SWT) means that they have erred grossly in
assessing His (SWT) wisdom and power. Allah (SWT) commands His
Prophet (SAAW) to declare to the Jews that if what you say is true that
Allah (SWT) did not reveal any Book to any human being then who
revealed the Torah to Prophet Moses (AS), which you believe in as a
true guidance for people and which you copied in different sheets in
order to disclose or conceal anything according to your own desires.
Now they are being taught through this Qur'an knowledge which
neither they nor their fathers knew about. The revelation of the Torah
to Moses (AS) is adduced by way of evidence since the Jews, to whom
this response is addressed, believed that it had been revealed. It is
obvious that their recognition of the Torah as the Book revealed to
Moses (AS) negated their standpoint that Allah (SWT) had never
revealed anything to any human being. Their belief in the Torah at
least proved that revelation to man is possible, and had actually taken
place. Allah (SWT) then commands His Messenger (SAAW) to give
them the answer to their question as to who sent this Qur’an and the
previous Scriptures, and say that it is Allah (SWT) who sent all divine
revelations. The verse ends with the assertion that the Prophet (SAAW)
let them wander in their ignorance and misguidance until the Day
when their scores will be settled (The Day of Judgement).

Verse 92
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"And this is a Book which We have sent down, blessed and
confirming what was before it, that you may warn the Mother of
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Cities [i.e., Makkah] and those around it. Those who believe in the
Hereafter believe in it, and they are maintaining their prayers."

Allah (SWT) revealed this blessed Qur’an unto His (SWT) Prophet
Muhammad (SAAW) as He (SWT) sent Scriptures to Prophets (AS)
before him (SAAW), and this Qur’an confirms what was revealed in
them. This Qur’an has been termed as a Mubaarak (blessed) book
for all of mankind. The Arabic word Mubaarak comes from the root
word Barakah, which means to bring good out of something, just
like the rain, which pours down from the sky as a blessing to bring
out the treasures already hidden in the earth. Similarly, Allah
(SWT) has revealed this Qur'an as a blessing for all mankind to
bring out the good from within their souls. In this verse, the Holy
city of Makkah has been called Umm Al-Qura, which means the
root or foundation of all towns. The verse makes reference to the
fact that Allah (SWT) sent this Qur’an to warn the people of
Makkah particularly, and then to the whole world generally. The
verse also alludes to the fact that those who believe in Allah (SWT)
and the Last Day, and also believe in this glorious Qur’an are on
the right path. This is an admonition particularly to the Jews and
the idolaters, that they will only be guided further in their faith if
they believe in this Book (The Quran). The point argued in the
previous verse was that Allah’s (SWT) Word can be, and in the past
has been, revealed to human beings. The next point is that the
message of Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) is indeed the revealed
Word of Allah (SWT). In order to establish this, four things are
adduced as evidence: First, this Book is overflowing with Allah’s
(SWT) grace and beneficence. In other words, it contains the best
possible principles for the well-being and salvation of mankind. It
lays down the true doctrines of belief. It urges man to righteous
conduct and inspires him to moral excellence. It contains guidance
as to how one may live a life of purity. And above all, it is free
from any trace of the ignorance, egocentricity, narrow-mindedness,
iniquity, obscenity and other corruptions with which the Jews and
the Christians had overlaid their revealed Scriptures. Second, this
Book does not propound any guidance which is essentially
divergent from that previously revealed; rather it confirms and
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supports it. Third, the purpose of the revelation of this Book is the
same as that of the revelation of Scriptures in the past, viz., to
shake people out of their heedlessness and warn them of the evil
consequences of their corruption. Fourth, the call of this Book did
not attract those who merely worshipped worldly advantages and
were slaves of their animal desires. On the contrary, it attracted
those whose vision goes beyond the narrow limits of worldly life.
Moreover, the revolution brought in the lives of people under the
influence of this Book has rendered them conspicuously distinct
from others in respect of piety and godliness. A Book with such
characteristics and with such a wholesome impact on human
beings can only be from Allah (SWT).

Verse 93

K&%Oﬁtia[s&;ﬁ’; ;‘\j”’ //J‘GJ‘JLJ‘LJ@‘JgdW V’TL’J:;
SRR 3108 3 AT wrdl iE 3 i) T s R O

5’ /n“‘ v’ 959 A 92 2991, 9 P P2yl
ol anl 8 5K At b B g N i U5

"And who is more unjust than one who invents a lie about Allah
or says, "It has been inspired to me," while nothing has been
inspired to him, and one who says, "I will reveal [something] like
what Allah revealed." And if you could but see when the
wrongdoers are in the overwhelming pangs of death while the
angels extend their hands, [saying], "Discharge your souls! Today
you will be awarded the punishment of [extreme] humiliation for
what you used to say against Allah other than the truth and [that]
you were, toward His verses, being arrogant."

The verse starts by declaring that the most unjust person in the sight
of Allah (SWT) is the one who lies about Him (SWT) and falsely claims
that he has received revelation from Him (SWT) i.e. he has been sent
as a prophet and claims that he can reveal something similar to what
Allah (SWT) has revealed. The verse describes the condition of these
unjust people at the time of death and on the Day of Resurrection. At
the time when death approaches any of them and he suffers from the
afflictions and agonies of death, the angels will beat him and grab his
soul from out of his body and will convey him the news of severe
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torment and punishment that he will suffer because of the lies he used
to utter against Allah (SWT) and the refusal to follow His (SWT)
Messengers (AS).

Verse 94
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"[It will be said to them], "And you have certainly come to Us alone
[i.e., individually] as We created you the first time, and you have
left whatever We bestowed upon you behind you. And We do not
see with you your 'intercessors' which you claimed that they were

among you associates [of Allah]. It has [all] been severed between
you, and lost from you is what you used to claim."

The verse elucidates that every single soul will be resurrected on the
Day of Resurrection as he was created in the first place i.e. without the
wealth and money that he used to collect in his limited life in the
world, for then, the only thing that will matter for the son of Adam
(AS) will be the good deeds that he has sent forth for himself.
Likewise, the disbelievers will not find any helper or protector that
they used to invoke and worship other than Allah (SWT). Then it will
be said to them that all your bonds and ties in relation to the world
have been cut off and all your false ideas and assumptions about the
false saviours and intercessors have failed you.

Verse 95
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"Indeed, Allah is the cleaver of grain and date seeds. He brings the
living out of the dead and brings the dead out of the living. That is
Allah; so how are you deluded?"

This verse describes some of the signs through which every sensible
person can recognize the power and knowledge of Allah (SWT). It
states that it is only Allah (SWT) who splits the seed grain and a
fruit-stone e.g. a date-stone, then brings out from it a plant that
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eventually grows into a full green tree. In a nutshell, the One (SWT)
who causes the seed-grain to split open under the surface of the
earth and then makes it grow and appear on the surface as a plant is
no other than Allah (SWT). Allah (SWT) causes a living to grow from
dead, e.g., He (SWT) creates a human being from a lifeless cell and
brings forth a live tree from a lifeless seed-grain. Similarly, He (SWT)
brings dead from the living, e.g., a cell or egg which is brought forth
from the living. In simple words, to 'bring forth the living from the
dead' means creating living beings out of dead matter. Likewise, 'to
bring out the dead from the living' means to remove the lifeless
elements from a living organism. The verse concludes by declaring
that all these things are done by Allah (SWT) alone, yet the
disbelievers stray away from the truth and have associated partners
with Him (SWT).

Verse 96
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"[He is] the cleaver of daybreak and has made the night for rest and
the sun and moon for calculation. That is the determination of the
Exalted in Might, the Knowing."

Allah (SWT) has created the Day and the Night, the Light and the
Darkness, all for a particular cause. He (SWT) tears the dark layer of
the night and brings the morning out. Similarly, He (SWT) covers the
day with darkness to bring the night, a time of comfort and peace for
every living being. Moreover, Allah (SWT) has appointed the sun
and the moon in a particular measure as a blessing for His (SWT)
servants, through which they can easily calculate the years and
months according to the solar or lunar calendars. All this is done by
none other than Allah (SWT), Who (SWT) has the knowledge of
everything and He (SWT) does whatever He (SWT) Wills.

Verse 97
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"And it is He who placed for you the stars that you may be guided
by them through the darknesses of the land and sea. We have
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detailed the signs for a people who know."

Allah (SWT) has made His (SWT) signs and revelations clear and
simple for the mankind to observe and recognize the truth that it is
only He (SWT) Who (SWT) is the Creator (SWT) of the stars and the
galaxies that we see around us. They bring a lot of benefit for us,
e.g., we use their help in finding the right course when traveling in
the darkness of the nights, whether in the sea or on the land. It is
worth noting that by 'signs' are meant all that support the
proposition that there is only one Allah (SWT), that is, no one has
either the attributes of Allah (SWT) or any share in His (SWT)
authority or can rightfully claim any of the rights which belong
exclusively to Him (SWT). But the ignorant cannot benefit from these
signs, which are scattered all around, in order to arrive at an
understanding of the Truth. Only those who observe the phenomena
of the universe in a careful and systematic manner, and do so with a
correct perspective, can truly benefit from these signs.

Verse 98
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"And it is He who produced you from one soul and [gave you] a
place of dwelling and of storage. We have detailed the signs for a
people who understand.”

Allah (SWT) has created man from a single soul, the Prophet Adam
(AS). The Arabic word Mustagar means a place of for rest and
peace, while the word Mustawda means to keep something with
someone temporarily or a place where something is placed for a
few days. There are different opinions as to what really is meant by
the place of residing and the place of storage. Some exegetes say
that Mustawda is the womb of the mother and Mustagar is this
earth, while others say that Mustawda is the grave and Mustagar is
the Hereafter.

If one were to observe carefully the creation of the human species,
its division into male and female, the proliferation of the human race
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by procreation, the passing of life through its several stages in the
womb of the mother from conception to childbirth, one would
perceive innumerable signs to help one grasp the truth mentioned
above. But only those who make proper use of their intellect can be
led by means of these signs to an understanding of Reality. Those
who live like animals, who are concerned merely with the
satisfaction of their lusts and desires, can perceive nothing
significant in these phenomena. Therefore, the verse concludes by
enunciating that human beings ought to open their eyes and
understand Allah’s (SWT) revelations which He (SWT) has explained
very clearly and in simple terms.

Verse 99
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"And it is He who sends down rain from the sky, and We produce
thereby the growth of all things. We produce from it greenery from
which We produce grains arranged in layers. And from the palm
trees - of its emerging fruit are clusters hanging low. And [We
produce] gardens of grapevines and olives and pomegranates,
similar yet varied. Look at [each of] its fruit when it yields and [at]
its ripening. Indeed in that are signs for a people who believe."

Allah (SWT) sends down rain as a blessing and provision for His
(SWT) servants, with which He (SWT) produces different kinds of
vegetation, plants, trees and gardens on the land as a means of
survival for His (SWT) creatures. Likewise, it is He (SWT) Who (SWT)
grows different varieties of seeds and precious fruits like grapes and
dates hanging in clusters and within reach. All these are signs for
those who have sound minds, for they are compelled to concede that
the Causer (SWT) and the Creator (SWT) of all these things is not a
human being or any other ‘deity’. Instead it is only Allah (SWT) Who
(SWT) is the Originator (SWT) and Sustainer (SWT) of all that is in the
heavens and in the earth (and whatever is in between).
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Verse 100
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"But they have attributed to Allah partners - the jinn, while He has
created them - and have fabricated for Him sons and daughters.
Exalted is He and high above what they describe."

The point elaborated in this verse is that it is Allah (SWT) who has
created everything, even the invisible beings like Jinns, yet some
people associate these very Jinns as partners with Him (SWT) and
worship them, despite the fact that only Allah (SWT) is worthy of
worship. Because of man's imaginativeness and superstitious
disposition, he has often held other invisible beings to be
associated with Allah (SWT) in His (SWI) governance of the
universe and in making and marring man's destiny. For example,
the deity of rain, and the deity of vegetation, the god of wealth and
the god of health, and so on. Such beliefs are found among all the
polytheistic nations of the world.

Furthermore, the verse censures those who falsely attribute sons and
daughters to Allah (SWT), such as the Christians did with Jesus (AS),
some Jews with Ezra (AS) and the Pagan Arabs with the Angels (AS)
whom they claimed to be Allah’s (SWT) daughters. The verse
concludes by declaring that Allah (SWT) is far above and Holier (SWT)
than what these idolaters falsely ascribe unto Him (SWT).

Verse 101
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"[He is] Originator of the heavens and the earth. How could He

have a son when He does not have a companion [i.e., wife] and He
created all things? And He is, of all things, Knowing."

After declaring in the beginning of the verse that Allah (SWT) is the
Originator (Who Creates from Nothingness) (SWT) of the heavens and the
earth (and whatever is in between), a severe an admonishment is
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given to the idolaters who falsely attribute sons and daughters to
Allah (SWT). In other words, this verse reasons that how can Allah
(SWT) have a wife from His (SWT) creation when there is none like
Him (SWT) or equal to Him (SWT), therefore, when He (SWT) cannot
have a wife, how can He (SWT) have a child? In reality He (SWT)
alone is the Creator (SWT) of everything that exists and He (SWT) has
the knowledge of everything.

Verse 102
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"That is Allah, your Lord; there is no deity except Him, the Creator
of all things, so worship Him. And He is Disposer of all things."

The verse affirms that all things have been created by Allah (SWT)
alone, yet the disbelievers stray away from the truth and associate
partners with Him (SWT). But the reality is that there is none
worthy of worship besides Him (SWT), therefore, all human beings
ought to worship Him (SWT) alone. The verse concludes by
asserting that Allah (SWT) is the Guardian over everything and the
Disposer of all affairs.

Verse 103
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"Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is
the Subtle, the Acquainted."

The verse states unequivocally that no eye in the whole universe can
encompass His (SWT) Being (SWT) in this life, while it is our belief that
Allah (SWT) will be seen on the Day of Resurrection by His (SWT)
believing servants. On the other hand, Allah’s (SWT) vision
encompasses the whole universe, for not even the minutest particle is
hidden from Him (SWT). The verse ends by asserting that Allah (SWT)
is above all (physical) comprehension and well aware of everything.

Verse 104
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"There has come to you enlightenment from your Lord. So whoever
will see does so for [the benefit of] his soul (self), and whoever is
blind [does harm] against it (self). And [say], "I am not a guardian
over you."

This verse elucidates that the evidences and the sources through
which one can acquire The Truth have already been revealed to
mankind from Allah (SWT). Therefore, whoever uses these means to
find The Truth becomes blessed (as a believer) for his own good,
while those who ignore these means and elect to remain blind from
The Truth will be the losers (as disbelievers, infidels, polytheists and
hell-bound).

Even though this statement is from Allah (SWT), it is expressed
through the mouth of the Holy Prophet (SAAW). We observe that in
the Qur'an the ’person of speech’ with reference to linguistics
frequently changes - sometimes it is Allah (SWT) Who (SWT) is
speaking, sometimes it is the angel (AS) who carries the revelation,
and sometimes a group of angels (AS); on some occasions it is the
Holy Prophet (SAAW) who is speaking, while on others it is the men
of faith. Likewise, those addressed by the Qur'an also change -
sometimes it is the Prophet (SAAW); sometimes it is the men of faith;
sometimes it is the People of the Book; sometimes it is the unbelievers
and the polytheists; sometimes it is the Quraysh; sometimes it is the
Arabs; and sometimes, mankind as a whole. Regardless of these
changes, however, the content of the message always remains the
same - it consists of Allah’s (SWT) Word and Guidance to mankind.

In conclusion, the verse proclaims that the Holy Prophet (SAAW) is
not responsible for anyone’s deeds, instead he (SAAW) has only been
sent to convey Allah’s (SWT) message to mankind. This signifies that
the task of the Holy Prophet (SAAW) is confined to carrying the light
of true guidance to others, it is then up to them either to use it to
perceive Reality for themselves or to keep their eyes closed. The
Prophet (SAAW) is not required to compel those who deliberately
keep their eyes shut, to open them, forcing them to see what they do
not wish to see.
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Verses 105
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"And thus do We diversify the verses so they [i.e., the disbelievers]
will say, "You have studied," and so We may make it [i.e., the
Quran] clear for a people who know."

The verse commences by elucidating that Allah (SWT) has
expounded His (SWT) revelations and presented His (SWT) signs in
various ways so that the concepts of Tawhid (Oneness of Allah SWT)
and the Prophethood of Muhammad (SAAW) are made extremely
clear and simple for people to comprehend. Yet the idolaters and
disbelievers who are bent on denying The Truth say that this Qur’an
is not from Allah (SWT), instead they invented a falsehood by stating
that Muhammad (SAAW) had ‘learned’ this (Qur‘an) from the People
of the Book (Jews and Christians) and others who had being given
revelation before them.

The import of the statement is that the Book of Allah (SWT) has
become a touchstone, which helps mark off the true from the false.
These include the sort of people who, once they have come to know
the teachings of the Book of Allah (SWT), try in earnest to reflect on
its substance and seek to benefit from the wisdom and admonition
it contains. The verse, hence, concludes by stating the fact that
Allah (SWT) has presented His (SWT) signs in various forms and
only those who are sensible and wise are able to grasp the matter,
as Allah (SWT) Wills.

Verse 106
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"Follow, [O Muhammad], what has been revealed to you from your

Lord - there is no deity except Him - and turn away from those who
associate others with Allah."

In this verse Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) Prophet (SAAW) to
keep following what has been revealed to him (SAAW) and continue
to preach Allah’s (SWT) message, i.e., ‘There is none worthy of
worship except Allah (SWT)’. Furthermore, He (SWT) instructs His
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(SWT) Messenger (SAAW) not to be too concerned about the idolaters
and disbelievers who deny him (SAAW).

Verse 107
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"But if Allah had willed, they would not have associated. And

We have not appointed you over them as a guardian, nor are you
a manager over them."

This verse tells the Holy Prophet (SAAW) not to grieve over the fact
that the idolaters and the disbelievers do not accept his (SAAW) call
and states that had Allah (SWT) Willed, He (SWT) would have made
the whole humanity as Muslims in faith and then they would never
had associated any partners with Him (SWT). But He (SWT) has
given the freedom of choice to man to distinguish between right and
wrong and for those among humans (and Jinns) who reject that what
is right, He (SWT) has decreed the tormenting punishment of the
Hellfire. In a nutshell, the verse emphasizes thatProphet (SAAW)
is only required to preach the Truth and try to call people to
embrace it. His (SAAW) responsibility ends at that for he (SAAW) is,
after all, not their warden. His (SAAW) task is to present this
guidance and spare no effort in elucidating the Truth. Anyone who
still rejects it does so on his own responsibility.

Verse 108
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"And do not insult those they invoke other than Allah, lest they
insult Allah in enmity without knowledge. Thus We have made
pleasing to every community their deeds. Then to their Lord is their
return, and He will inform them about what they used to do."

Although idolatry has been sternly condemned throughout the
Qur’an, yet making any insulting statements against the false objects
worshipped by the disbelievers has been discouraged in order that
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the infidels may not, as a reaction, start insulting Allah (SWT)
wrongfully without knowledge. In this verse, it is elaborated that
Allah (SWT) makes the evil deeds of these idolaters seem good (fair) to
them because they think in their self-obsession that their own ideas
are right, just like He (SWT) made fair seeming to the previous nations
the idolatry and misguidance they indulged in. Here we should bear
in mind that Allah (SWT) declares those things which take place as a
result of the operation of the laws of nature to be His (SWT) own acts,
for it is He (SWT) Who (SWT) has made those laws. Whatever results
from the operation of those laws, therefore, results from His (SWT)
command. Whenever Allah (SWT) states that a certain act was His
(SWT), the same might be described by humans as occurring in the
natural course of things. The verse concludes by enunciating that it
will be on the Day of Resurrection that He (SWT) will certainly show
them all their evil deeds that they used to indulge in this earthly life.

Verse 109
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"And they swear by Allah (with) their strongest oaths that if a sign
came to them, they would surely believe in it. Say, "The signs are
only with [i.e., from] Allah." And what will make you perceive that
even if it [i.e., a sign] came, they would not believe."

The chieftains of Quraysh used to demand to the Holy Prophet
(SAAW) that they be shown a miracle, for then they would accept that
he (SAAW) is a Messenger (SAAW) of Allah (SWT) and that they would
embrace Islam. The verse tells us that Allah’s (SWT) reply to them is
that all signs and miracles are in the power of Allah (SWT) alone. If He
(SWT) Wills, He (SWT) can show them the miracles, yet the fact of the
matter is that the disbelievers only ask for signs and miracles in their
defiance and stubbornness and not out of any desire for guidance,
because they already know that Muhammad (SAAW) is Allah’s (SWT)
Messenger (SAAW) and what the Holy Prophet (SAAW) has been sent
with is The Truth. Therefore, even if their requests are granted and
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they are shown signs and miracles, they will still not become believers
(Muslims) and will reject them as they have been rejected in the past.

Verse 110
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"And We will turn away their hearts and their eyes just as they
refused to believe in it [i.e., the revelation] the first time. And We
will leave them in their transgression, wandering blindly."

This verse elucidates the Sunnah of Allah (SWT) that whenever
someone shows a constant hostile attitude towards His (SWT)
Message or His (SWT) Messengers (SAAW), even after knowing that
it is The Truth, the result is that such a sinner's heart is hardened
and his eyes are sealed (the rational faculties are no longer able to
discern Truth from Falsehood), so that he indulges in evil and
wickedness and there remains no hope or refuge for him. This
shows that they still suffer from the same mentality which had
made them reject the call of the Holy Prophet (SAAW) at the outset.
Their outlook has undergone no change. The same mental
confusion, the same opacity of vision which had kept them from
developing sound understanding and a correct perspective still
warps their understanding and clouds their vision.

And Allah (SWT) Knows Best!
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