




































































































































































 

 

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the 

general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a 

prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the 

opposite gender or to disrespect the status of women. 

Moreover, each verse (Ayah) has been kept as a continuum in 

order to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may 

occur when the verses are broken up and the translation of those 

verses becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces. 

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the 

Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics. 

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message 

International – USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Saheeh 

International – UK, Dar Al Mountada – Saudi Arabia and Al 

Qummah – Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use of 

modern English Language, which we believe will give a more 

accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind. 

 

MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN 
 

Translation and Brief Elucidation 
 

By 

Dr. Israr Ahmad 

 

Surah Al-An'am 

(The Cattle) 

(Recap of verses 21 – 41 of Surah Al-An'am and fresh exposition of 

verses 42 – 55 of the same Surah, inclusive) 

Translator’s note: 
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Recap of verses 21 – 41 (inclusive) of Surah 6, Al-An’am 

 The subject matter of verses 21 through 26 is that prejudice and 

arrogance has made the people worship deities other than Allah (SWT). 

These verses refer from the very onset to the fact that those who falsely assert 

that there are also other beings who share with Allah (SWT) in His (SWT) 

Godhead and hence „rightly‟ deserve to claim from man worship and 

absolute service, are in fact stranded on the path of grave disbelief and evil. 

The phrase 'signs (verses) of Allah (SWT)' used in these verse refer to the 

signs found within man's own being, as well as those scattered throughout 

the universe. They also include the signs which are manifest from the lives 

and achievements of the Prophets (AS), as well as those embodied in the 

Divine Scriptures. All these point towards one and the same truth - that in 

the entire realm of existence there is one Allah (SWT) alone and that 

everything else – living, non-living and whatever lies in-between, is merely 

His (SWT) Creation and, hence His (SWT) subject(s), servant(s) and slave(s). 

The verses declare that denying what should be affirmed and fabricating a 
lie on Allah (SWT) are two of the deadliest sins that are similar in nature. The 
unbelievers had the false faith that their fabricated deities, other than Allah 
(SWT), which they worshipped and invocated would save them from the 
punishment and torment of the Hellfire. The verses tell us that on the very 
first manifestation of Allah‟s (SWT) torment on the Day of Judgement, the 
unbelievers and infidels will deny and later forget their most cherished beliefs 
– that those false „associates‟ and „deities‟ are their saviours. That is because 
those false „partners‟ would be nowhere to be seen because they never existed 
in the first place, as it was a lie fabricated by the unbelievers. The unbelievers 
and polytheists will be at a total loss of argument and will consequently be 
cast into the Hellfire 

It is also noteworthy that in these verses, Allah (SWT) attributes all that 

happens in the world as a result of the laws of nature to Himself (SWT). Since 

these laws were made by Allah (SWT) Himself (SWT), the effects which result 

from their operation are also ultimately due to the Will and Permission of 

Allah (SWT). The refusal on the part of unbelievers to heed to the call of the 

Truth, even when it is clear and audible, stems from their arrogance, 

prejudice and ego-driven mental rigidity. When Allah (SWT) describes that 

particular scenario, He (SWT) does so by saying that He (SWT) has „sealed the 

heart of such people‟. Unlike humans, who describe merely an incident, 

Allah (SWT) describes its root cause and ultimate effect. 

The verses also reject the argument made by disbelievers that there is 

nothing novel about the Divine Message revealed in the Qur‟an, through the 
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Last Messenger (SAAW) and that it is merely a repetition of things that have 

come down from the past, by making it abundantly clear that the Truth has 

always been one and the same and will remain so. Thus, according to the 

Sunnah of Allah (SWT) when people deny the call of the prophet (SAAW) 

because of their sheer arrogance and treachery, Allah (SWT) quenches 

their abilities and judgements. 

The verses conclude by warning those of a great torment who make every 

possible effort to stop the ones who are curious to find and embrace the 

straight path. Those doing such wicked acts, due to their evil attitude and 

disbelief are, in fact, storing for themselves the torment of the Hellfire. 

 The central theme of verses 27 through 32 is the absolute certainty of 

‘Life after Death’ and the fate of disbelievers at that point. 

This section of verses starts with the indication that on the Day of 

Judgements when all veils will be lifted and the Truth would become clear 

to everyone, believers and disbelievers alike, the latter would be 

devastated and would seek to find a way to redeem themselves. They 

would be so distressed by the thought of the torment of the Hellfire 

awaiting them that they would ask (as a wish to) Allah (SWT) to give them 

“one more chance” and to send them back to the worldly life, so that they 

could live as believers. 

The verses then verse elucidate that at that moment of truth (when the 

unseen would be unveiled) such a statement on their part would not be 

indicative of either any true change of heart or of any genuinely revised 

judgement based on serious reflection and reasoning. It would rather be the 

result of direct observation of reality at a time when even the staunchest 

unbeliever would find it impossible to deny it. Additionally, it would only be a 

claim made in distress of the ominous Hellfire with all its torments in store. 

The verses in this section of the Surah provide a snapshot of the different 
types of disbelief in that age and we find that almost all of them are seen 
even today in some shape or form. These include outright disbelief, atheism 
and agnosticism. 

The verse gives a taste of things to come for the unbelievers and also 

throws light on the “finale” of the Day of Judgement. Once the unbelievers 

will run out of all arguments and they will be forced near the Hellfire, they 

would be asked about the “Truth” – something that they consistently used 

to deny in their worldly life. They would say that verily it is the Truth, but 

their testimony at that time would amount to nothing. The disbelievers would 

then be cast into the Hellfire – the same one that they used to deny in their 

worldly life. 
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In a nutshell, this section of the Surah portrays a picture of the sheer 

disappointment, regret, fear and anguish that the unbelievers will experience 

when the Hour approaches, ushering in the Days of Judgement and 

Resurrection. The verses call the disbelievers as “losers”, as they denied any 

accountability or meeting with Allah (SWT) after death according to the false 

beliefs that they held in the worldly life. The verse also explains that the 

unbelievers would not have any chance of redemption as their worldly life 

would come to an abrupt end, whether it is because of individual deaths or 

„the Hour‟ has arrived. 

It must be understood that the underlying message in this section of the 

Surah is not that earthly life has nothing serious about it and that it has been 

brought into being merely as a sport and pastime. (Note: This caution, “The life of this 

world is nothing but a sport and a pastime” has been repeated in Surahs, Ankaboot: 64, Sad: 4, 

Muhammad: 36 and Hadeed: 20) What the observation made in these verses really 

means is that, compared with the true and abiding life of the Hereafter, 

earthly life is merely a transient phase, yet extremely important as whatever 

one sows here would be reaped in the Hereafter. 

 Verses 33 through 35 make it abundantly clear that those who deny 

Prophet Muhammad (SAAW), in fact deny Allah's (SWT) revelations. 

Before Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) began to preach the message of Allah 

(SWT), people at large from the extended tribe of Quraish regarded him 

(SAAW) as truthful and trustworthy and had full confidence in his (SAAW) 

veracity. Only after he (SAAW) had begun to preach the message of Allah 

(SWT) did they call him (SAAW) a liar (Editor’s Note: We recuse ourselves of such 

blasphemous allegations). Still, during this period none dared to say that the 

Prophet (SAAW) had ever been guilty of untruthfulness in personal 

matters. Even his (SAAW) worst enemies never accused him (SAAW) of 

lying. When they did accuse him (SAAW) of falsehood (Editor’s Note: We 

recuse ourselves of such blasphemous allegations), they did so in respect of his 

(SAAW) prophetic mission. 

This section of the Surah commences with Allah (SWT) consoling the 

Prophet (SAAW) by telling him (SAAW) that by untruthfully charging him 

(SAAW) with falsehood, the unbelievers were actually calling Allah (SWT) 

untruthful. Since Allah (SWT) has endured this accusation with mild 

forbearance, leaving them free to persist in their blasphemy, the Prophet 

(SAAW) need not feel undue disquiet. Moreover, Allah (SWT) says to the 

Prophet (SAAW) that He (SWT) knows well whatever the disbelievers 

demand from him (SAAW) and whatever they deny from his (SAAW) 

miracles grieves him (SAAW). 
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Verse 34 of this Surah serves as a point of climax of this section of the 

Surah. It clearly identifies the root cause of the disease in the hearts of the 

disbelievers as well as their consequential wicked actions. 

The major point emphasized in these verses is that no one has the power to 

change Allah's (SWT) Law regarding the conflict between Truth and 

falsehood. Lovers of Truth must necessarily pass through trials and 

persecution so as to be gradually tempered. Only after they have established 

their moral superiority over their adversaries will Allah's (SWT) help arrive. 

The verses also outline the divinely specified course which has to be followed 

by Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) as he (SAAW) has been appointed a Messenger 

(SAAW). Phases of this course of action include bearing the opposition 

patiently and this phase is surely not novel as the Prophet (SAAW) had been 

told this at various other places in the Qur‟an regarding the difficult lives 

and hardships faced by all Prophets (AS) who came before him (SAAW). 

Moreover, Allah (SWT) tells His (SWT) beloved Messenger (SAAW) in these 

verses not to be impatient. The Prophet (SAAW) is told to persist in his (SAAW) 

striving and continue to work, in conformity with Allah‟s (SWT) directives. 

Had it been Allah‟s (SWT) purpose to work miracles, He (SWT) would have 

done so. But Allah (SWT) did not consider that to be either the appropriate 

method for bringing to a successful completion the required intellectual and 

moral revolution or for the evolution of a sound, healthy civilization. 

Moreover, Allah (SWT) tells His (SWT) beloved Prophet (SAAW) that even the 

most vivid of miracles or tangible signs of Allah (SWT) would not change the 

unbelief of the unbelievers into belief, unless Willed by Allah (SWT). The Holy 

Prophet (SAAW) is directed that he (SAAW) should not expect Allah (SWT) to 

fulfil his (SAAW) wish, as such phenomena have no place in Allah's (SWT) 

Grand Scheme of things. Had it been Allah‟s (SWT) Will that all people should 

be driven to the Truth, there would have been no need to send Prophets (AS), 

to reveal divine Scriptures, to direct believers to engage in struggles against 

unbelievers, and to make the message of Truth pass through the necessary 

stages until fulfilment is reached. The result could have been achieved by a 

single sign of Allah's (SWT) Will of “Kun” (Be). Allah (SWT) has created man as 

a responsible being, bestowed upon him a degree of latitude that he may 

exercise, granted him the freedom to choose between obedience and 

disobedience to Allah (SWT), awarded him a certain term of life in order to 

demonstrate his worth, and determined that at an appointed Hour He (SWT) 

will judge him for either reward or punishment in the light of his deeds. 

 Verses 36 through 41 focus on the fact that those who listen sincerely to 

Allah (SWT) and His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) will accept the Truth 
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about Islam. Moreover, these verses demand of humans to use common 

sense and rational faculty to learn the Truth of Islam from the signs of 

nature and testify that all people, even the disbelievers, eventually 

supplicate to Allah (SWT) alone when they are in real distress. 

The verses elucidate that those who do not heed to the message contained in 

the Divine Revelation are, in fact, “dead” and they spend their worldly life in 

disbelief and falsehood. 

The verses use commonly observed phenomena to develop an irrefutable 

argument of Allah‟s (SWT) authority over all things, alone. If the unbelievers 

are concerned with miraculous signs in order to determine whether or not 

the message of the Prophet (SAAW) is indeed true, then, let them look around 

with open and attentive eyes. If they actually do so they will find the world 

full of such signs. 

The verses also emphasises that although animals, birds and insects have 

their own ways and systems, the ultimate Designer, Enforcer and Maintainer 

of those ways and systems is Allah (SWT) alone and to Him (SWT) will they 

all return on the Day of Judgement for accountability. 

The verses clarify that Allah‟s (SWT) “act” of misguiding a person consists 
in not enabling one who cherishes being arrogant, treacherous and 
ignorant to observe the signs of Allah (SWT). The fact is that if a biased 
person – one who has no real love of the Truth – were to observe the signs 
of Allah (SWT), he might still fail to perceive them. Indeed, all those things 
which cause misconception and confusion would probably continue to 
alienate him from them. Allah's (SWT) “act” of true guidance consists in 
enabling a seeker of the Truth to benefit from the sources of true knowledge, 
so that he constantly discovers sign after sign, leading him ultimately to the 
Truth. These verses allude to this basic reality of the striving of people for 
Truth vs falsehood and the implications of both thereof, and this section of 
the Qur‟an employs a myriad of cases that humans encounter on a daily 
basis to illustrate this phenomenon. 

The verses also refer to a common observation that whenever the infidels are 

confronted with a difficulty, as in a sea storm or a life threatening situation, 

they tend to lose the respect for their deities and cried for Allah‟s (SWT) help. 

Similarly, when either some great calamity befalls a person or when death 

starkly stares in the face, it is only to Allah (SWT) that the person turns to for 

refuge. On such occasions even the staunchest polytheists forget their false 

gods and cry out to the One True God – Allah (SWT), and even the most 

rabid of atheists stretch out their hands in prayer to Him (SWT) (although 

those watching may not be aware of this happening at the time of death, as 



Al-An'am           7 

 

the veil is lifted only for the person dying and not for others). This 

phenomenon is mentioned here in order to draw an instructive lesson. It 

shows that devotion to Allah (SWT) and monotheism are ingrained in the 

human soul. No matter how overlaid this truth might be with darkness, 

some day it shakes off man's heedlessness and ignorance and manifests itself 

fully, potentially in this world and certainly at the time of death for all. 

=============================================== 

Exposition of verses 42 - 55 of Surah Al-An’am 
Verse 42 

  ڃىيعترش مئ ؇متڱرش ىجحضس ڣيض يئ ۈئٹ طخم  مكجىجخب 
"And We have already sent [messengers] to nations before you, [O 

Muhammad]; then We seized them with poverty and hardship that 

perhaps they might humble themselves [to Us]." 

In this verse, the Qur'anic word /ba'sa'/ has been applied in the 

senses of difficulties, fight (jihad/qitaal), poverty, famine, flood, 

earthquake, and infectious diseases; and the Arabic term /darra'/ has 

been used in the Qur‟an at various places with the meanings of 

sorrow, grief, disgrace, ignorance, and failure. 

The verse alludes to the fact that the appointment of prophets (AS), of 

course, and completing the argument (of Truth prevailing over all 

rivals) has been a process and a Divine way of treatment (The Sunnah 

of Allah SWT) in the length of history. So, the history of the past is an 

example for the coming generations. 

Moreover, these „difficulties‟ and „trials‟ are in various cases a means 
to make human beings mature and ready to recognize, revere and 
worship Allah (SWT) and also a Divine system for managing the 
transgressors. 

Therefore, neither any welfare is a grace nor any difficulty is a wrath. 

At the time of calamities, the hands are raised up for supplication to 

Allah (SWT) and for asking His (SWT) help and bounty. 

Moreover, this verse also explains the Divine Law of wrath regarding 
disobeying a Messenger (Rasul) as opposed to a Prophet (Nabi). 
Whenever a messenger is sent to a nation, Allah (SWT) puts the nation 
on a trail through calamities. These calamities are helpful in bringing 
them out of their ignorance. 
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However, in the case that a nation fails to respond and refutes the 

messenger (AS) and rejects his (AS) message, Allah (SWT) prolongs 

their „career of crime and sin‟ before a massive torment afflicts them. 

That torment is sufficient for erasing them off from the face of the Earth! 

Verse 43 

  چيع ڱنن جي جعيث  ىخذىجپ حس جشىجحس  ىڬ ج؉پجشگ ؤ جه جس
"Then why, when Our punishment came to them, did they not 

humble themselves? But their hearts became hardened, and Satan 

made attractive to them that which they were doing." 

The verse declares that to be heedless unto divine warnings and not 

to be regardful is a sign of hard-heartedness. 

It is for this reason that the verse implies why then the disbelievers do 

not take counsel from these painful and awakening factors and 

warnings, and why do they not awaken from the sleep of negligence, 

and return towards the bounty of Allah (SWT). 

The verse goes on to explain that, in fact, their unawareness and 

dissent was due to two reasons. Firstly, as a result of „extravagance‟ in 

committing sin and persisting in disbelief, their hearts became dark 

and hardened, and their souls changed became inflexible and 

heedless to the Truth. 

The second factor was that by blindly following their desires, 

(particularly with regards to their animal instincts of relentless 

pursuit of sensuality), Satan made their deeds seem decorous to them. 

So, they considered that right whatever wrong they did, and counted 

aright and correct every offence they committed. 

What followed, the verse explains, that the wrath of Allah (SWT) 

engulfed them. 

Verse 44 

گ  ؠۈئ ڀ ڣٹ ژيخ ۑ متڇ ؠىك ھرسث ٺ ؋ ۆ  ٻ ٮ يخمختءجي  ۦجس 
  چيعيجل

"So when they forgot that by which they had been reminded, We 

opened to them the doors of every [good] thing until, when they 

rejoiced in that which they were given, We seized them suddenly, 

and they were [then] in despair." 
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The Arabic term /'ilas/ in this verse means a grief accompanied with 

despair. It is a status and a feeling that criminals endure in any court 

of law when they cannot find an answer to offer. 

Wellbeing, affluence and welfare in this worldly life may not always 

be a sign of mercy from Allah (SWT). On the contrary, it is sometime 

the cause of chastisement, as mentioned in the verse. 

Giving respite to evildoers and preparing welfare and comfortable life 

for offenders, before abruptly replacing it with the opposite, is one of 

Allah‟s (SWT) way of treatment (The Sunnah of Allah SWT). The world 

and its bounties can be both a favour and a source of indignation and 

curse. It depends to whom they are given and the way they are used. 

In this, the world has been counted as a divine blessing, yet at the 

same time the verse also brings forth the fact that the wrath of Allah 

(SWT) and death both happen suddenly. So, we should be always 

prepared for that and use whatever worldly riches have been 

bestowed by Allah (SWT) in the way He (SWT) wants us to. How 

many times have we seen the merry shouts of men in pleasure 

changing into a despondent groan all of a sudden? All these are signs 

from Allah (SWT) for warning us. 

The long and short of it is that the life in this world is a trial - a test - 

and whatever is sown here will be reaped in the Hereafter. 

Verse 45 

  چجبا؎ نت مص ث ىج﮺ملۖ جتخن  ڼؗ مغ
"So the people that committed wrong were eliminated. And praise 

to Allah (SWT), Lord of the worlds." 

The verse ordains that the annihilation of unjust people by Allah 
(SWT) is conclusive and certain. Cruelty cannot persist for long. 
Therefore, as it is mentioned in this verse, when the transgressors are 
destroyed, Allah (SWT) should be praised by the believers. 

The verse also hints to the fact that cutting off the roots of mischief 

and transgression, which means the permanent destruction of such a 

people who continue committing oppression and sin, is so important 

that it warrants that the believers ought to praise Allah (SWT) and 

show immense gratitude, while at the same time ask for Allah‟s 
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(SWT) forgiveness pertaining to their own shortcomings and always 

reflect on mending their own ways. 

Verse 46 

يف ڤ ث ٮ ِقمس   ىجتحش ہ ۅ حس مشيل ىجڢاىج جغخص ٹ ىس   ٕجشا مح 
  چجضيعڪگ ى ۏ خيوئ ڮ

"Say, "Have you considered: if Allah should take away your hearing 

and your sight and set a seal upon your hearts, which deity other 

than Allah could bring them [back] to you?" Look how We diversify 

the verses; then they [still] turn away." 

In this verse, the Qur'an addresses the pagans and questions that if 

Allah (SWT) were to take away His (SWT) blessings, such as the senses 

of hearing and sight, that are the tools for searching real 

enlightenment of the Truth, as well as the capacity to understand and 

accept that Truth, and finally set a „seal on the hearts and rational 

faculty‟, thus leaving them unable to discern between right and 

wrong, and good and evil, then is there any deity, save Allah (SWT), 

that can return these blessings? The answer is a resounding no! 

Although, the pagans of old did believe that the creator and the giver 

of sustenance is Allah (SWT), but they also worshipped idols as the 

intercessors and partners with Him (SWT). 

The verse continues with that line of argument and tells them to see 

how Allah (SWT) had put forth the same Truth in various verses 

throughout the Holy Qur‟an and had done so in many different 

contexts and form for them, yet the disbelievers still turn away from 

the Truth. 

Verse 47 

  ڇىييع  جتمه  مي ٹحس ک يخ   ڀ  مس  ؍  ّ  ىس    ؾجشا   مح
"Say, "Have you considered: if the punishment of Allah should 

come to you unexpectedly or manifestly, will any be destroyed but 

the wrongdoing people?" 

After mentioning in the previous verse three great blessings of Allah, 

(i.e. eyes, ears, and comprehension/rational faculty), which can be the 

origin of all blessings in this world and the next, this verse hints to the 

possible removal of all these blessings in general. 
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The verse then goes on to declare that the only One (SWT) Who (SWT) 

has the authority to punish the evildoers through various forms of 

chastisement and to take back from them the existing blessings, is Allah 

(SWT). Thus, idols have no function in this process and so there is no 

logic in seeking refuge in these false deities. 

Moreover, the verse elucidates that the torments which smash those 

who reject the Truth could be preceded by some signs and warnings, or 

conversely they might come all of a sudden. In any case, only those 

who fulfil their covenant with Allah (SWT) would remain unharmed. 

Verse 48 

  ڇيعٿىجمن گ  جخ ڍەئ ۆ  حجىص ىجؤ مس إۖشىجۖ يميمي  بىل يفڅ  ىججي
"And We send not the messengers except as bringers of good 

tidings and warners. So whoever believes and reforms – there will 

be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve." 

In this verse, Allah (SWT) alludes to the station of His (SWT) 

messengers (AS) and tells us that not only can the lifeless idols do 

anything, but the great prophets (AS) also do not have any authority 

of their own (AS), save whatever Allah (SWT) has bestowed upon 

them (AS). The mission of the messengers (AS) of Allah (SWT) is to 

bring to the people glad tidings, warnings, encouragement to do 

good, and the caution of torment if they do otherwise. 

In a nutshell, all blessings that exist in this world and in the 

Hereafter are from Allah (SWT) alone and everything is His (SWT) 

creation that can only come into being with His (SWT) command. 

The verse then adds that the way to eternal felicity can be found in 

two things. Firstly, people ought to become sincere believers, and 

secondly they ought to follow the straight path and keep mending 

themselves by doing good deeds and avoiding evildoing, while 

repenting for their sins all the time. For such a people, there will be 

no fear of punishment or reprisal, nor shall they be made to grieve 

for any sins that they had committed prior to sincere repentance. 

Verse 49 

  ڇيعني  جع ؍ ې جئ  ڇ ضِ ملۖ يقۗىج
"But those who deny Our verses – the punishment will touch them 

for their defiant disobedience." 
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This verse elucidates the fate of those who do not heed to the warnings 

from Allah (SWT) and His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) and states that such 

disbelievers who reject the Divine revelations will be confronted with 

the punishment and wrath of Allah (SWT) for their mischief and 

disobedience. This wrath of Allah (SWT) may occur in this world and 

will certainly engulf them in the Hereafter. 

Verse 50 

جمث  مقمي جي ۠ ڇىس ؤ ص۪   خضحن مخىججه  ىشۋ مس ىججه  ي؇حتخش خضحن مخ مح ىي 
  ڇجيخيعڛ جخ ث جهىج هشجيجش ۛمح ک 

"Say, [O Muhammad], "I do not tell you that I have the depositories 

[containing the provision] of Allah or that I know the unseen, nor 

do I tell you that I am an angel. I only follow what is revealed to 

me." Say, "Is the blind equivalent to the seeing? Then will you not 

give thought?" 

It would be helpful to start with some philosophical and historical 

background of the subject at hand before elucidating the verse itself. 

Feeble-minded people have always entertained the foolish 

misconception that the more godly a man is, the more liberated he 

should be from the limitations of human nature. They expect a godly 

person to be able to work wonders. By a mere sign of his hand, whole 

mountains should be transmuted into gold. At his command, the earth 

should begin to throw up all its hidden treasures. He should have 

miraculous access to all relevant facts about people. He should be able 

to point out the locations of things which have been lost, and show 

how they can be retrieved. He should be able to predict whether or not 

a patient will survive his disease; whether a pregnant woman will 

deliver a boy or a girl. Moreover, he should be, above all, free from all 

human disabilities and limitations. 

False conceptions such as these dominated the minds of the 

contemporaries of the Prophet (SAAW). When they heard of his (SAAW) 

claim to Prophet-hood and Messenger-ship, in order to test his (SAAW) 

veracity they asked him (SAAW) regarding things that lie beyond the 

ken of human perception and to work wonders, and blamed him 

(SAAW) when they saw him (SAAW) engaged in such acts as eating and 
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drinking, and taking care of his (SAAW) wife and children, and walking 

about the markets like other ordinary human beings. The 

misconceptions such as these that this verse seeks to remove. 

The statement of a Prophet (AS) in such matters amounts to a testimony 

based on first-hand observation. For the truths which a Prophet (AS) 

propounds are those which he (AS) himself has observed and 

experienced and which have been brought within the range of his (AS) 

knowledge by means of revelation from Allah (SWT). On the contrary, 

those who are opposed to the truths propounded by the Prophets (AS) 

are blind since the notions they entertain are based either on guess-

work and conjecture or on blind adherence to ideas hallowed by time. 

Thus the difference between a Prophet (AS) and his (AS) opponents is as 

that between a man who has comprehensive vision and a man who is 

blind. Obviously the former is superior, by dint of this gift of 

knowledge from Allah (SWT) rather than because he has access to 

hidden treasures, because of his knowledge of the unseen world, and 

because of his freedom from physical limitations. 

This entire verse is a discourse on the absolute rejection of all the 

distorted notions that the pagans had embedded in their system of 

understanding regarding who and what a Prophet (AS) of Allah 

(SWT) is and what is the real reason for the lofty station of a Prophet 

(AS) of Allah (SWT).  

Verse 51 

  ڍيعُ ىع مخيضمن  جخمىجٱ ّٰ ىف يض ؙيخاٿ حم  ىصٗىس جضيع ٯملۖ ج ٭ ڰ  ىج
"And warn by it [i.e., the Qur’an] those who fear that they will be 

gathered before their Lord – for them besides Him will be no 

protector and no intercessor – that they might become righteous." 

This verse elucidates in detail that those who are too deeply immersed 

in the allurements of earthly life to think either of death or of their 

being brought to stand before Allah (SWT) for His (SWT) judgement can 

hardly benefit from such admonitions. Even more so, such admonitions 

can have no wholesome effect on those who cherish the illusion that 

because of their attachment to some holy personage who will intercede 

on their behalf, they will come to no harm in the Hereafter. The same 
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applies to those who believe that someone has already obtained their 

redemption by expiating their sins. The Prophet (SAAW) is therefore 

told in this verse to pay more attention and to attend to those who are 

conscious and have little or no false illusions, because such people are 

more likely to be impacted by admonitions and can be expected to 

reform themselves and become righteous and accept the Truth. 

However, it does not mean that others ought not to be called towards 

the Truth at all and left to themselves with their false notions, because 

the Qur‟an is Allah‟s (SWT) final message and directed to the entire 

humankind. 

Verse 52 

يض ھرس يضجي ټ يتث جي ۈ يج ًايخيع ىجژڌ رشىحمش ىجممسس ڜاىيع ڊملۖ ؕ  ڿمن  ىج
  ڍنييع يح يخگ ؗىيۆ يض ھرس  يتکيج 

"And do not send away those who call upon their Lord morning and 

afternoon, seeking His countenance. Not upon you is anything of 

their account and not upon them is anything of your account. So 

were you to send them away, you would [then] be of the 

wrongdoers." 

One of the objections raised by the chiefs and the affluent members of 

the Quraysh was that the Prophet (SAAW) had gathered around him a 

host of slaves, clients (mawali) and others belonging to the lower strata 

of society. They used to scoff at the fact that men of such humble 

social standing as Bilal, Ammar, Suhayb and Khabbab (RA) had joined 

his (SAAW) ranks. They wondered if they happened to be the only 

chosen ones of the Quraysh in the sight of Allah (SWT)! They not only 

poked fun at the financial distress of these people but also attacked 

them for any weakness of character they had before accepting Islam. 

They went about saying sarcastically that those who had been such 

and such in the past had now become part of the 'chosen' community. 

This verse rejects those objections raised by the chiefs and the affluent 

members of the Quraysh and declares that everyone is personally 

responsible for his deeds, whether good or bad. The Prophet (SAAW) 

is told that he (SAAW) will neither have to explain to Allah (SWT) the 
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conduct of the converts (RA) nor will the latter be required to explain 

his (SAAW) conduct. They can neither usurp his (SAAW) good deeds, 

nor transfer their own misdeeds to his (SAAW) account. There is, 

therefore, no reason for the Prophet (SAAW) to alienate those who 

approach him (SAAW) as seekers after the Truth. 

Verse 53 

  ڌۖحنس متصخص ّٰ ث شخص ۆ جش  ظگمهرش   جليج ى ٹ ڤىجىقمت 
"And thus We have tried some of them through others that they [i.e., 

the disbelievers] might say, "Is it these whom Allah has favored 

among us?" Is not Allah most knowing of those who are grateful?" 

The crux of this verse is that by enabling the poor and the indigent, 

the people who have a low station in society to precede others in 

believing, Allah (SWT) has put those who wax proud of wealth and 

honour to a severe test. 

In other words, the bounty or wrath of Allah (SWT) is theirs to gain 

or lose! 

Verse 54 

هش  مسيص ٳ ذ دمحميل ٱۅ اۃ  ۆہ ۈ  يصضِ ملۖ ۡمليع پجشمظ  ؠ ىج
  ڌٺب خڭٳ ۈئ حجڈ ىجڨىخ ۏ غ؋  ۤ آلہ

"And when those come to you who believe in Our verses, say, "Peace 

be upon you".  Your Lord has decreed upon Himself mercy: that any 

of you who does wrong out of ignorance and then repents after that 

and corrects himself – indeed, He is Forgiving and Merciful."  

Several of those who came to believe in the Prophet (SAAW) had 

committed many serious and grave sins before they embraced Islam. 

Even though their lives had altogether changed following their 

conversion, the opposition continued to play up the weaknesses and 

misdeeds of their past life. The Prophet (SAAW) is told in this verse to 

comfort such persons (RA) and to tell them that Allah (SWT) does not 

punish those who sincerely repent their sins and mend their ways. 
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Editor’s Note: Allah (SWT) has bestowed His (SWT) blessing on all of His (SWT) 

creatures, but He (SWT) has particularly been extra kind to those who surrender 

and submit to the Will of Allah (SWT). 

By revelation of the words  دمحميل ٱۅ اۃ  ۆہ ۈ  to the Holy Prophet 

(SAAW), Allah (SWT) has been extra kind to the Muslims by conveying His 

salutation to them through the Holy Prophet (SAAW) and telling them that their 

laxities and shortcomings of their past lives will be pardoned and they will 

remain safe from all sorts of calamities. He (SWT) has taken upon Himself (SWT) 

to show mercy.  

Verse 55 

  ڎجمعمك ۇئ ىخىجى خي خئىجىقمت 
"And thus do We detail the verses, and [thus] the way of the 

criminals will become evident." 

The 'And thus' at the start of this verse refers to the whole of the 

foregoing discussion, beginning with verse 37 of this Surah (Ref: “And 

they say, "Why has a sign not been sent down to him from his Lord?"...). 

The purpose of this remark is to stress that the persistence of some 

people in their denial of the Truth and their steadfastness in disbelief 

and falsehood, in spite of a host of unmistakably clear signs and 

arguments, was sufficient to prove beyond doubt that they were 

merely a bunch of thugs, criminals and perennial wrongdoers. If they 

persisted in error and transgression it was neither through any lack of 

strong arguments in support of the Truth nor, conversely, because of 

strong arguments in support of falsehood. The reason was rather that 

they had deliberately chosen to fall into error and transgression, and 

the torment prepared by Allah (SWT) that awaits them in this world 

and in the Hereafter, unless they mend their ways, is justified. 

====================================== 

And Allah (SWT) Knows Best! 






