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Liberalism as a political philosophy and ideology is often a
defence of the personal biases of a privileged western academic

class whose professed self-identity is liberal. Muslims see
nothing 'liberal’ in a creed whose hallmarks, at its extreme, are

an idolatry of art allied to an obsession with extending the arena

of obsecenity. The grand issues- tackling racism, maintaining
single standards of justice, secuing freedom and liberty for all
humanity as opposed to western humanity- are hardly
addressed. Extablishment liberals mistake their own affluence

for auniversal condition. (79 fdul.)

(3) Dr, Shabbir Akhtar, "The Quran and the Secular Mind", Routledge (London &
New York) 2008 pp.347-8
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-Ma’idah

(The Repast / The table laden with food)

(Recap of verses 01 - 05 of Surah Al-Ma'idah and fresh exposition of
verses 06 — 19 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the
opposite gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each verse (Ayah) has been kept as a continuum in
order to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may
occur when the verses are broken up and the translation of those
verses becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur 'an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message
International — USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Saheeh
International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and Al
Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use of
modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind.
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Recap of verses 01 - 05 of Surah 5, Al-Ma’idah

The reader would recall that we had concluded our exposition of
verses 01 - 05 of Surah Al-Ma’idah in the previous issue of Hikmat e
Qur’an. A brief recap of the exposition follows:

The first five verses of surah Al-Ma’idah make the first half of the
section in which the Believers have been ordained to fulfil scrupulously

all of their obligations and follow the regulations prescribed by the
Divine Law about food, sex, Salat, justice, etcetera. The other half of
the same theme is found in verses 06 - 10 of the same Surah.

1~ The opening statement of the Surah enjoins that people ought to
abide by the limitations and prohibitions laid down in this Surah
and elsewhere in the law of Allah (SWT). In this particular verse,
the focus is on the halal (allowed) and haram (prohibited) viz., the
livestock and the cattle - in other words ‘animals as food’ as

enjoined by Allah (SWT) and His Messenger (SAAW).

The verse also clarities the allowances and the prohibitions when
one is in the state of Ihram - the name of the simple apparel worn
at the time of Pilgrimage. A detailed enunciation regarding both
themes is provided in the verse.

2- The second verse uses the expression 'sha'a'ir Allah', which refers
to all those rites which, in opposition to polytheism and outright
disbelief and atheism, are the characteristic symbols of an
exclusive devotion to Allah (SWT). Muslims are required to
respect these symbols, regardless of the people among whom they
are found, provided their underlying spirit is one of Allah’s (SWWT)
Tauhid and that they have not been tainted by either polytheistic
or pagan associations. Hence, whenever a Muslim encounters
something in either the creed or practice of a non-Muslim, which
embodies any element of devotion and service to the One True
Allah (SWT), he will identify himselt with it and show respect to
the symbols which represent it. For this true element in their
religious life constitutes the point of agreement between them and
the Muslims. The point of dispute and departure is not that they
serve Allah (SWT), but that they associate others in that service.
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3- Verse begins by stating certain things that are forbidden to be
used as food. The term 'Carrion' signifies the animal which has
died a natural death. Blood and swine have also been prohibited
as food. The verse also refers as haram to the practice of
pronouncing the name of anyone or anything other than Allah
(SWT) and dedicating the animal, as an offering, to either a holy
personage, false god or goddess before slaughtering.

The 'perfection of religion' mentioned in this verse refers to
making it a self-sufficient system of belief and conduct, and an
order of social life providing its own answers to the questions
with which man is confronted. This system contains all necessary
guidance for man, either by expounding fundamental principles
from which detailed directives can be deduced or by spelling out
such directives explicitly so that in no circumstances would one
need to look for guidance to any extraneous source.

4- Verse 4 ties the lawfulness of things to the stipulation of their being
clean so that no one can argue for the lawfulness of things which
are unclean. The question which arises at this point is: How are we
to determine which things are clean? The answer is that everything
is clean apart from those things which can be reckoned unclean
either according to any of the principles embodied in the Law
(Shari’ah) or which are repellent to man's innate sense of good taste
or which civilized human beings have generally found offensive to
their natural feelings of cleanliness and decency.

5- The food of the People of the Book mentioned in verse 5 includes
the animals slaughtered by them. The rule that 'our food is lawful
to them and theirs lawful to us' signifies that there need be no
barriers between us and the People of the Book regarding food. We
may eat with them and they with us. But this general proclamation
of permission is preceded by a reiteration of the statement: 'All
good things have been made lawful to you.'

The verse also details that Muslim men are allowed to marry those
Jewish and Christian women who have been characterized as
muhsanat (1.e. 'well-protected women'). There are, however,
differences among jurists as to the detailed application of this rule
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4 Message of the Qui'an

and regarding the definition of ‘muhsanat’.

In any case, all jurists agree that Muslim women are not permitted
to marry the menfolk from the ‘people of the Book’.

Exposition of verses 06 to 19 of Surah Al-Ma’idah
Verse (06
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“Believers! When you stand up for Prayer wash your faces and your
hands up to the elbows, and wipe your heads, and wash your feet
up to the ankles. And if you are in the state of ritual impurity,
purify yourselves (by taking a bath). But if you are either ill,
travelling, have satisfied a want of nature or have had contact with
women and find no water then have recourse to clean earth and
wipe your faces and your hands therewith. Allah does not want to

lay any hardship upon you; rather He wants to purify you and
complete His favours upon you so that you may give thanks.”

In this verse Allah (SWT) commands the believers to perform ablution
before they pray. Before the start of ablution, it is prescribed to make
an intention and say Bismillah [In the name of Allah (SWT)]. Then one
should start his ablution by washing his hands and his face. Then he
should wash his forearms up to his elbows. Then he should take some
water in his palm and rub his head. In the end he should wash his feet
up to his ankles. Moreover, the Holy Prophet (SAAWW) has also
directed that ablution is not sanctified (there is ‘no” ablution) without
reciting ‘Bismillah® at the beginning or it's rectification as soon as
remembered.

The explanation of this injunction given by the Prophet (SAAW)
indicates that washing of the face includes rinsing one's mouth and
inhaling water into the nostrils. Unless this is done the washing of the
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face is not considered complete. Likewise, since the ears are part of
the head, 'wiping the head' includes wiping one's hands over the
external and internal parts of the ears as well. Moreover, before
starting to wash the other parts one should first wash one's hands so
that the instruments of washing are themselves clean.

The verse also commands the Muslims to take a bath and cleanse
themselves when in a state of conjugal impurity. Janabah (the state of
major ritual impurity) - whether caused by the sexual act or merely by
seminal discharge - renders it unlawful to perform the ritual Prayer
and to touch the Qur'an.

Just as purity of the soul is a blessing, so is cleanliness of the body.
Allah's (SWT) tavour to man can be completed only when he has
received comprehensive direction in respect of both spiritual purity
and physical cleanliness. Moreover, Allah (SWT) does not burden any
human being with more than he can bear. Thus He makes things
easier for His servants, purifies them and bestows His blessings on
them, so that they may show gratefulness.

Verse 07
B\ 17 ot At gy b et ol 2 92y MRy 5, Sozio o st Ly don R
035 A5 S 1 &) s Tab T ol 230532, 580, oS aaiE s KT a4 83

“Remember Allah's favour upon you and His covenant which He
made with you when you said: 'We have heard and we obey.' So do
fear Allah. Allah has full knowledge even of that which is hidden

in the breasts of people.”

The 'favour' mentioned here denotes illuminating the Straight Way,
and entrusting to the believers the task of guidance and leadership of
the whole world.

This verse reminds the Muslims of the blessings of Allah (SWT) and
the covenant which He took from them to obey His (SWT)
commandments and follow His Messenger (SAAW), when they said
“we hear and we obey.” It also cautions Muslims to be mindful of the
fact that Allah (SWT) knows those who ftulfil their covenants and
those who turn away. Therefore, it has been prescribed as an absolute
essential to have the fear of Allah’s (SWT) Knowledge of all things,
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visible and concealed, at all times, as He (SWT) knows of those
(thoughts) in the hearts of all creation and beyond.

Verse 08
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“Believers! Be upright bearers of witness for Allah, and do not let
the enmity of any people move you to deviate from justice. Act
justly, that is nearer to God-fearing. And fear Allah. Surely Allah is
well aware of what you do.”

Allah (SWT) commands the Muslims to maintain justice and forbids
them not to let enmity and hatred of others incite them to do
injustice. Rather they are commanded to fight against injustice and
tyranny and bear witness for Allah (SWT) i.e. tell the truth whenever
a testimony is needed.

Again Allah (SWT) states that piety and righteousness is much better
than abandoning justice. And fear Him alone, as He (SWT) is well
aware of all your actions.

Similarly, the same theme appears a slightly varied context in verse
136 as well as in verses 164 through 168 of the fourth Surah of the
Qur’an, An-Nisa.

Verse (9
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“Allah has promised those who believe and do righteous deeds
forgiveness from sins and a great reward.”

Those who believed in Allah (SWT) and His Messengers (AS) and did
righteous deeds, will have their sins forgiven and will be admitted into
Paradise.

Verse 10
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“As for those who disbelieve and deny Our signs, they are destined
for the Blazing Flame.”
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On the other hand, those who disbelieved in Allah (SWT) and His
revelations (signs) will be thrown into the Hellfire.

Verse 11
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“Believers! Remember Allah's favour upon you. When a certain
people decided to stretch their hands against you, He restrained
their hands from you. Do fear Allah. Men of faith should put their
trust in Allah alone.”

After the battle of the trench the enemies of Islam stretched their hands
again and again against Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) and his
followers, especially at the time of treaty of Hudaybiyah. But Allah
(SWT) bestowed His favour upon the Muslims and His Messenger
(SAW) and restrained their hands from them and made the disbelievers
powerless.

This verse may also allude to the incident reported by Ibn 'Abbas (RA)
when a group of Jews invited the Prophet (SAAIV) and a number of his
close Companions (RA) to dinner. They had in fact hatched a plot to
pounce upon the guests and thus undermine the very foundation of
[slam. But by the grace of Allah (SWT), the Prophet (SAAW) came to
know of the plot at the eleventh hour and did not go. Since the
following section is addressed to the Children of Israel, this incident is
alluded to here in order to mark the transition to a new subject.

The discourse which begins here has two purposes. The first is to warn
the Muslims against following the ways of their predecessors, the
People of the Book. The Muslims are told, therefore, that the Israelites
and the followers of Jesus had made a covenant with Allah (SWT) in
the past, in the manner that the Muslims had recently done so. The
Muslims should, therefore, take heed lest they also break their

covenant and fall a prey to error and misguidance as their predecessors
had done.

The second is to sensitize the Jews and Christians to the errors they
have committed and invite them to the true religion.
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Verse 12
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“Surely Allah took a covenant with the Children of Israel, and We
raised up from them twelve of their leaders, and Allah said:
'Behold, I am with you; if you establish Prayer and pay Zakah and
believe in My Prophets and help them, and lend Allah a good loan,
I will certainly efface from you your evil deeds, and will surely

cause you to enter the Gardens beneath which rivers flow.
Whosoever of you disbelieves thereafter has indeed gone astray
from the right way.”

The word nagib in Arabic denotes supervisor and censor. There were
twelve tribes among the Israelites and each tribe was required to
appoint one of its members as a naqib, to look after their attairs and try
to prevent them from becoming victims of irreligiousness and moral
corruption. Although the Book of Numbers in the Bible does mention
these twelve men, it does not seem to convey the sense of their being
religious and moral mentors, as the term nagib employed by the Qur'an
does. The Bible simply mentions them as the chiefs and dignitaries of
their tribes.

The verse also explains that any assurance of Allah's (SWT) support

was made conditional upon their continuous response to the call of
Allah (SWT) and for support of His Prophets (AS).

The expression ‘giving’ loan to Allah (SWT) is highly symbolic and
signifies spending one's wealth for the sake of Allah (SWT). Since Allah
(SWT) has promised to return to man every penny that he spends in
His way along with His reward, which will be several-fold, the Qur'an
characterizes this spending as a ‘loan’ to Allah (SWT). This spending is
considered a loan provided it 1s a 'good loan', that is, provided the
money spent in the cause of Allah (SWT) has been acquired by
legitimate means and has been spent in accordance with the laws of
Allah (SWT) and with sincerity and earnestness.

(2017640052




Al-Ma’idah 9

To efface someone's evil deeds signifies two things. First, that if a man
decides to follow the Straight Path and strives to follow Allah’s (SWT)
directives in both thought and action, his soul will be purged of many
evils and his way of life will gradually become free of corruption.
Second, if, in spite of this reform, weaknesses still persist in a man's life
he is assured that Allah (SWT) will not punish him and will have his
failing erased from his record. For Allah (SWT) is not too exacting over
trivial errors, providing a man has sincerely accepted the basic
guidance and reformed his character.

That is, they once found the 'right way' and then allowed it to be lost
and thus put themselves on the road to perdition. We have translated
the Qur'anic expression 'sawa as-sabil' as the 'right way' for the sake of
brevity. A better rendering could be, 'the highroad of balance and
moderation', but even this would fail to bring out the meaning fully.

In order to grasp the full significance of what is being said here one
should bear in mind that in himself man constitutes a microcosm of
society. He has innumerable powers and potentialities, myriad desires,
feelings and inclinations, and a host of divergent urges. Social life
consists of a huge network ot complex relationships, and with the
growth of civilization and culture the complexity of these relationships
increases. There is also a rich fund of resources in the world and there
are countless possibilities for their utilization; as a result, man is
confronted with a plethora of choices and problems.

The fact that man has inherent limitations means that he is incapable of
viewing in one sweep and in a balanced way the entire span of
existence. Hence, man is in no position to prescribe for his kind a
judicious way of life - a way of life wherein justice is done to all his
powers and capacities; in which a wholesome balance is maintained
between all his inherent potentialities; in which all his urges are given
their due; in which his two-fold need for inner satisfaction and external
self-realization is fully met; in which various aspects of human life are
taken into proper consideration, giving birth to an integrated scheme
with a built-in capacity to harmonize the multifarious strains and
stresses of social life; in which material resources are fully exploited in
the best interests of both the individual and society and within the
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10 Message of the Qui'an

framework of equity, justice and righteousness. When man takes upon
himself the task of prescribing the guidelines for his life and becomes
his own law-maker, his mind tends to become preoccupied with one
specific aspect of human life, with one of the numerous demands of his
nature, with one of the myriad problems calling for solution. His
mental involvement is liable to be so intense that he adopts -
consciously or otherwise - an unjust attitude towards all the other
aspects, requirements and problems of human life. Consequently,
when such opinions are imposed, the balance which ought to prevail in
man's life is disrupted and he begins to swing either towards one
extreme or the other. Gradually, this deviation assumes intolerable
proportions. A reaction sets in, and justice is demanded for the
neglected aspects of human life. Still, human life remains deprived of
justice. The reason for this failure is that man's reaction to imbalance is
itselt devoid of balance. The new dispensation in turn persists in
excessive preoccupation with either one specific aspect, problem or
requirement of human life at the expense of all the others. Thus human
life is denied judicious and balanced progress. Man continues to
stumble hither and thither; from one form of selt-destruction to
another. All courses of life charted by man himself are winding and
crooked. They move in the wrong direction, reach the wrong end and
then turn back in another wrong direction.

Among these numerous ways - all false - there is just one way that lies
exactly in the ‘middle’. This way alone does full justice to all of man's
various potentialities and urges, to all his instincts and predispositions,
to all the multitarious claims of both the body and the spirit; in short, to
all aspects of his life. In this way there is no crookedness; it is the one
course of life in which nothing is given either too much consideration
or too little, and nothing suffers inequity and injustice. Man's very
nature thirsts for such a way, and the succession of revolts against false
ways of life is merely a manifestation of his constant quest for this right
and straight way. Left to himself, man is incapable of charting this way.
It is Allah (SWT) alone Who can direct him to it; and indeed the

Prophets (AS) were sent for this very purpose.

The Qur'an designates this way as sawa as-sabil ('the right way') in the
present verse and elsewhere as al-sirat al-mustagim. (see Surah 1, Al-




Al-Ma’idah 11

Fatiha, verse 5 for an example) This is the road which goes amidst the
countless winding and crooked paths of life; the road which leads man,
disregarding all the curved and crooked paths, straight on to his
success, right from this world to the Hereatter. Whoever goes along it
enjoys rectitude in this world and success and felicity in the Next, but
whoever loses this road is bound to become a victim of false beliefs and
false ways of conduct and thus comes to have a wrong orientation in

life. This will lead him to Hell, where all bent and crooked paths end.
The following illustrates man's dilemma.

In modern times some philosophers have been so impressed by this
constant swinging in human life, from one extreme to another, as to
have mistakenly argued that the dialectical process is the natural course
of human life. They conclude, therefore, that the only way for human
life to progress is that a thesis should first swing it in one direction, and
then an antithesis swings it in the opposite direction, after which there
will emerge a synthesis which constitutes the course of human
progress. These curved lines from one extreme to the other do not
indicate the correct course of human progress. Rather they represent
the tragic stumbling, which obstructs the true progress of human life
time and again. Every extreme thesis sets life on a certain course and
continues to pull it in that direction for some time. When human life is
thus thrown off its 'right course' the result is that certain realities of life
- which had not received their due - rise up in revolt, and this revolt
often assumes the form of an antithesis. This revolt begins to pull life in
the opposite direction. As the 'right way' is approached the conflicting
ideas - the thesis and antithesis - begin to effect some kind of mutual
compromise, leading to the emergence of a synthesis. This synthesis
comprises many elements conducive to the good of mankind. But since
societies which do not submit to the guidance of the Prophets (AS) are
deprived both of the signposts that might indicate the 'right way' and
of faith to help steady man's feet thereon this synthesis does not permit
human life to maintain the golden mean. Its momentum is so powerful
that it once more pushes life to the opposite extreme. At this point,
certain realities are once again denied their due, with the result that
another antithesis emerges in reaction to the iniquities of the earlier
ideology. Had the light of the Qur'an been available to these short-
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sighted philosophers, and had they been able to perceive the 'right way'
envisaged by the Qur'an, they would have realized that this was the
true course of human progress.

Verse 13
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“Then, for their breach of the covenant We cast them away from
Our mercy and caused their hearts to harden. (And now they are in
such a state that) they pervert the words from their context and thus
distort their meaning, and have forgotten a good portion of the
teaching they were imparted, and regarding all except a few of them
you continue to learn that they committed acts of treachery. Pardon
them, then, and overlook their deeds. Surely Allah loves those who
do good deeds.”

Allah (SWT) says that He cursed the Children of Israel and made their

hearts so that they do not heed any advice. This was a punishment
because they distorted His revelations and neglected much of what
they were enjoined.

Moreover, they always try to deceive the Muslims and make plots
against them, but Allah (SWT) encourages His believers to forgive them
and overlook their misdeeds.

In essence, Allah (SWT) loves those who do “good’.
Verse 14
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“We also took a covenant from those who said: 'We are Christians';
but they forgot a good portion of the teaching they had been
imparted with. Wherefore We aroused enmity and spite between
them till the Day of Resurrection, and ultimately Allah will tell
them what they had contrived.”

Some are of the opinion that the word Nasara (meaning Christians) is
derived from Nasirah (Nazareth), the birth-place of the Messiah. In fact,
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this word is not derived from Nasirah (Nazareth) but from the word
nusrah, and the basis of this derivation is the question posed by the
Messiah to his disciples: 'Who are my supporters (ansari) in the way of
Allah?' In response to this they had said: 'We are the supporters (ansar)
(in the way) of Allah." Christian authors have been misled by the
resemblance between the words Nasirah and Nasara into believing that
the name of the sect founded in the early history of Christianity, and
contemptuously characterized as either Nazarenes or Ebonites served
as the basis of the Qur'anic designation of the Christians. But here the
Qur'an categorically states that they had declared that they were

'‘Nasara' and it is obvious that the Christians never called themselves
'Nazarenes'.

In this connection it should be recalled that Jesus (AS) never called his
followers 'Christians' for he had not come to found a new religion
named after him. His mission was to revive the religion of Moses (AS)
and of all the Prophets (AS) who preceded him as well as of the one
who was to appear after him. Hence, he neither formed any cult
divorced from the Israelites and the followers of the Mosaic Law nor
designated his followers by any distinctive name. Likewise, his early
followers neither considered themselves to be separate from the
[sraelite community nor developed into an independent group nor
adopted any distinctive symbol and name. They worshipped in the

temple of Jerusalem along with other Jews and considered themselves
to be followers of the Mosaic Law. (see Acts 3:1-10; 21: 14-15,21)

The Qur'an, therefore, does not refer to the followers of Christ as
Christians. It reminds them rather that they belong to those who
responded to the query of Jesus: 'Who are my supporters (ansari) in the
way of Allah?' by saying that they were his ansar (supporters) in Allah’s
(SWT) cause. (See Surah 61, Al-Saff: verse 14). It is an irony of fate that
far from feeling grateful at being referred to by a dignified appellation
Christian missionaries take offence at the fact that the Qur'an
designates them as Nasara rather than as 'Christians'. However, it has to
be mentioned here that Christians claim (falsely) that the persons
‘Virgin Mariyam (AS)” and ‘Prophet Eisa ibn Mariyam (AS)" referred to
in the Qur'an are not the same persons whom they (the Christians)
“worship” as part of their erroneous doctrine of “Trinity’.
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The verse refers to the covenant that Allah (SWT) made with the
disciples of Jesus (AS) that whenever He sends His Last Prophet,
Muhammad (SAAW), they would follow him and support him. But
they also broke the covenant and neglected much of what they were
enjoined, discarding Allah’s Book and disobeying His Prophet (SAAW).
This is why as a punishment Allah (SWT) stirred among them enmity
and hatred for each other, which will last till the Day of Judgment

when Allah (SWT) will declare to them all that they have done.
Verse 15
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“People of the Book! Now Our Messenger has come to you: he
makes clear to you a good many things of the Book which you were
wont to conceal, and also passes over many things. There has now
come to you a light from Allah, and a clear Book.”

Allah (SWT) discloses some of the dishonest and treacherous dealings
of the people of the Book where He deems it necessary in order to
strengthen the cause of the true religion, and ignores the disclosure of
those which are not truly indispensable.

The Jews and the Christians used to conceal and distort the true
teachings of the Books given to their Prophets (AS), particularly the
contexts and contents which mentioned the final Messenger, Prophet
Muhammad (SAAW). Then Allah (SWT) sent His Last Messenger
(SAAW) in physical form, explaining to them the true teachings that
they used to hide and guiding them towards the truth, with the light of
revelation bestowed upon him (SAAW) and with the Qur’an.

Verse 16
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“through which Allah shows to all who seek to please Him the
paths leading to safety. He brings them out, by His leave, from
darkness to light and directs them on to the straight way.”

This verse picks up the theme from where it was left in the previous
one.
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The word 'safety' here denotes safety from false perception and
outlook, safety from misdeeds and their consequences. Whoever seeks
guidance from the Book of Allah (SWT) and from the example of the
Messenger (SAAW) can find out how to keep himself safe from errors
at each of life's crossroads.

In a nutshell, with this light of revelation bestowed upon the Prophet
(SWT) and the Book, Allah (SWT) guides those who seek His pleasure
to the ways of peace. And He brings them out of the darkness of
disbelief and evil into the light of truth. As mentioned in verse 257 of
Surah Al-Bagarah (2: 257), the light is always mentioned in a singular
form while the darkness in the plural, because disbelief comes in
different shades of evil and sin while there is only one truth.

Verse 17
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“Indeed those who said: 'Christ, the son of Mary, he is indeed God',
disbelieved. Say (O Muhammad!): 'Who could have overruled Allah
had He so willed to destroy Christ, the son of Mary, and his mother,
and all those who are on earth?' For to Allah belongs the dominion
of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them; He
creates what He wills. Allah is All-Powerful.”

The original mistake committed by the Christians in declaring Jesus
(AS) to be a combination of human and divine essences turned Jesus
(AS) into a mystery for them, and the more the Christian scholars tried
to solve this mystery by resorting to conjecture and rhetorical
extravagance the more involved the whole matter became. Those who
were more impressed by the humanity of Jesus (AS) stressed his being
the son of God and considered him to be one of the three gods. Those
who were more impressed by the divinity of Jesus (AS) considered him
to be none other than God, stressing that he was the human incarnation
of God, and worshipped him as God. Those who tried to strike a
middle path spent all their efforts hammering out subtle verbal
formulations of the Trinity that would allow people to consider the
Messiah (AS) to be God and man at one and the same time, to affirm
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that God and the Messiah (AS) are independent and simultaneously
constitute an inseparable whole (see Surah 4, An-Nisa verses 212, 213 &
215 for more details on the topic).

This statement hints at the childishness of those who have been misled
into believing that the Messiah (AS) himself is God either because of his
miraculous birth or because of his flawless moral character or because
of the miracles which he performed. The Messiah (AS) is merely a sign
of the innumerable wonders of Allah's (SWT) creation; a sign which
somehow dazzled the eyes of those superficial people. Had their
perception been wider they would have been able to see that there are
even more inspiring examples of His creation and infinite power. If
anything their attitude was indicative of the intellectual puerility of
those who were so overawed by the excellence of a creature as to
mistake him for the Creator (SWT). Those whose intelligence penetrates
through the excellence of creatures, who look upon them merely as
signs of the magniticent power of Allah (SWT), and who are led by
such observations to a reinforcement of faith in the Creator (SWT) are
truly wise.

Verse 18
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“The Jews and the Christians say: 'We are Allah's children and His
beloved ones.' Ask them: 'Why, then, does He chastise you for your
sins?' You are the same as other men He has created. He forgives
whom He wills and chastises whom He wills. And to Allah belongs
the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between
them. To Him is the eventual return.”

The Jews and the Christians thought (and still think) of themselves
as the chosen ones and they say that they are the ‘children” of Allah
(SWT). But Allah (SWT) commands His Prophet (SAW) to ask them
that if you really are true in your claims that you are His loved
ones then why does He (SWT) punish you and make you suffer for
your crimes?
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The fact is that they are no different than the rest of His (SWT)
creations, thus their being Jews or Christians does not make them
special or immune from His (SWT) punishment; rather He punishes
whom He Wills and He forgives whom He wills.

Finally, everything is under Allah’s (SWT) Supreme control and power

and everything is eventually going to return to Him. He has control
over the heavens and the earth and all that lies between them. And all

shall return to Him (SWT).

Verse 19
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“People of the Book! After a long interlude during which no

Messengers have appeared there has come to you Our Messenger

to elucidate the teaching of the true faith lest you say: 'No bearer

of glad tidings and no warner has come to us." For now, there

indeed has come to you a bearer of glad tidings and a warner,
Allah is All-Powerful.”

In the present context of this verse, this sentence is extremely eloquent
and subtle. It signifies that the same One Allah (SWT) who had sent
bearers of warnings (AS) and bearers of glad tidings (AS) to men in the
past has now sent Muhammad (SAAW) with the same task. At the
same time, it also means that they should not treat the message of this
bearer of warnings (SAAW) and bearer of glad tidings (SAAWV) lightly
and nonchalantly. They should bear in mind that if they disregard the
injunctions of Allah (SWWT), He can chastise them as He (SWT) wills, for
He (SWT) is All-Powerful and All-Mighty.

And Allah (SWT) Knows Best!
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