
































































































































































THE PROCESS OF CREATION 
A QUR`ANIC PERSPECTIVE 

(4)* 
Original Text in Urdu by Dr. Israr Ahmad 
Rendered into English by Dr. Absar Ahmad  

THE INTELLECTUAL & SOCIAL EVOLUTION OF HUMANITY 
According to a published paper of Dr. Rafi-ud-Din, referred to earlier in this 
monograph, the period from the creation of Adam down to the present day can 
be taken generally as the period of conceptual or ideological evolution. 
However, in all humility and modesty, I beg to differ from him here and dare 
to present a more analytical, detailed and deeper view of humanity’s 
evolutionary process. I believe that the first stage of evolution consisted of 
purely physico-chemical changes and mutations. And the second level or stage 
of evolution, i.e. the biological evolutionary process, has already passed 
through two stages of evolution; while the third stage is presently under way. 

In my estimation, the first stage of the human developmental ladder can be 
referred to as the phase of “intellectual evolution” the climax of which 
enabled man to transcend the limitations of physical/material existence and 
appreciate the ultimate ontological reality of the one true Lord, the Creator, 
on the basis of his own pristine pure nature and uncorrupted reason without 
the help of revealed knowledge and guidance. This indeed represents a major 
leap from the contingent and created beings to the affirmation of the 
existence and reality of the Creator and Initiator of the heavens and the 
cosmos. And this means not just the recognition of the one true Lord, rather 
it also means that, far from being earth-rooted or a person interested in 
immediate material gain here and now or taking blood relations as above all 
else, God becomes the ideal of all moral-devotional pursuits and developing 
rapport with Him is seen as the summum bonum or the highest moral/spiritual 
achievement leading to the eternal bliss and felicity. 
Not obsessed with the material ephemera, the trivial and the immediate, he 
rejects all false demi-gods. This leap of faith brings him away from the 
maelstrom of daily life, suspending it. Calmness, resolute determination and 
peace characterize it. The monotheistic believer is led to think of the 
timelessness of God and the transience of life on earth making the Lord the 
ultimate object of his spiritual and moral endeavour. This indeed represents  

*Part 3 was published in “Hikmat-e-Quran” July-September 2011. The temporal gap 
between the 3rd and the 4th (the last) instalment of translation is regretted. They will 
all be available, insha Allah, in the form of a booklet shortly. (Editor)  
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the first evolutionary stage of the intellectual development of humans which 
achieved its highest zenith in the person of Abraham d --- roughly after 
5,000 years of the appearance of Adam d. 

The biographical details of the life and conduct of Abraham d are highly 
telling. He lived among the Chaldeans who worshipped stars and other 
heavenly bodies. The ancestral idols were also worshipped and, in addition to 
this, the political ruler Nimrod was too believed to be invested with divine 
powers. Three verses of Surah An`aam (76-78), according to one 
interpretation, show the stages of reasoning through which Abraham passed 
and finally reached --- on the basis of rational human thought --- 
monotheistic belief in one God, the Creator. Some may argue here that 
Abraham’s reasoning only led to the negation and rejection of polytheism i.e. 
associating partners with God, whereas a positive insight into the unity of the 
Creator --- the true spiritual enlightenment --- is the result of divine grace. 
Nevertheless, the element of rational reasoning and argument is quite clear in 
Abraham’s dialogue with his father and idolatrous people and refuting them 
conclusively. The whole thrust of Abraham’s reasoning in verses 76-78 is 
directed against the superstitious beliefs of his people and demonstrate the 
folly of worshipping stars and other heavenly bodies. As such, his statements 
may be seen as premises of his arguments against polytheism and nature 
worship. The English translation of the verses reads: 

“So when the night darkened on him, he saw a star. He said: 
This is my Lord. But when it set, he said: I do not love the 
setting ones.” 
“So when he saw the moon rising, he said: This is my Lord. But 
when it set, he said: If my Lord had not guided me, I should 
certainly be among the people astrayed.” 
“When he saw the sun rising, he said: This is my Lord. This is 
the greatest. But when it set, he said: O my people! I quit that 
you associate (with Allah).” 

[6:76-78] 

True knowledge shows that stars, sun and moon --- indeed all heavenly 
bodies --- rise and set according to laws whose author is Allah. What folly 
and how foolish to worship creatures, when we might turn to the one true 
God. Let us abjure all these follies and proclaim the one true God, argued 
Abraham. Thus, he expresses his final conclusion in these words: 

“Surely I have set my face towards Him who has created 
heavens and the earth, firmly and truly upright, and never shall I 
give partners to Allah.” [6:79] 

This total and enthusiastic commitment to one Lord made Abraham d place 
Allah at the forefront of his personal loyalties. Abraham, the iconoclast of the 
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Quran is the highest of the typical seminal religious figures and a staunch 
believer in the oneness of God. The monotheistic belief fully permeated his 
entire self and conduct and therefore the Quran rightly calls him a friend of 
God [Khaleel Allah; 4:125]. On the other hand, he was declared a leader 
(imam) for the entire humankind [2:124]. He was subjected by God to all 
trials of greatest magnitude and he failed in none of them. In every thing, 
Abraham d fulfilled Allah’s wish and thus became the epitome of 
“Islam”. As such, he fully deserved the promised leadership of the people 
for all times to come. 
After the completion of intellectual evolution in the person of Abraham d, it 
was the right moment for the kick off of gradual human social evolution. In 
Abraham d, the monotheistic belief was internalized to the maximum 
degree as a result of which he became a paragon of the highest moral virtues 
like truthfulness, fidelity, affability and gentleness. Of course, this was all at 
the level of an individual’s thought and behaviour. At this juncture of human 
history, however, the need of the hour was to externalize these moral virtues 
in human collectivities and corporate life. The society and the state, as a 
result of this, should fully reflect the Divine sovereignty and His universal 
providence and sustenance --- thus exemplifying God’s attributes of “The 
Just” and “standing firm on justice” [3:18]. The Quran mentions three 
messengers --- Noah, Hud and Saleh f --- who came before Abraham d 
and contains extensive detail about the preaching of these probably all 
Arabian prophets. They were sent to wayward tribes in pre-Islamic times in 
regions that were, judging by clues in the Quran, close to locales and haunts 
fragmented by the contemporaries of Prophet Mohammad a. Prior to 
Abraham d, people generally indulged in only one error: the erroneous 
belief in polytheism, otherwise living a simple and moral life. The evils of 
civilization had not yet tainted their life and conduct. Therefore, the earlier 
messengers only focussed on the affirmation of tawheed (monotheism) and 
negation of Shirk (polytheism). 

With Abraham d we see that human societies, going beyond the earlier 
simple lives, started showing all sorts of imbalances and moral turpitude. 
They indulged not only in all types of sexual perversion, but also exhibited 
social disruption through trade and monetary irregularities and worst 
economic and political exploitation. The civilizational divide between the 
strong and arrogant exploiters and the weak oppressed class surfaced for the 
first time in history. Therefore, Prophet Lut d was sent to Sodom and 
Gomorrah where the people of these two places indulged in the worst sexual 
perversion of homosexuality. The religious career of Shoaib d was 
concerned with morally reforming the malpractices of monetary plundering 
and looting rampant in and around Midyan (or Madain). Similarly, in its 
accounts of the Moses-Pharaoh confrontation, Moses d preaches pure 
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monotheism to the Pharaoh and to the Egyptians; his mission is not restricted 
to the Israelites. Moses d challenges and denies the divinity of the Pharaoh. 
Pharaoh claimed himself to be God --- not only one god among many but the 
only god: “I am your Lord Most High.” [79:24] Apart from that, for a king or 
ruler to make invidious distinction between his subjects, and especially to 
depress or oppress any particular class of his subjects, is a dereliction of his 
kingly duties, for which he is responsible to Allah. We read in verse 4 of 
Surah Al-Qasas: 

“Surely, Pharaoh exalted himself in the land and divided its 
people in groups, weakening a group among them, slaying their 
sons and letting their daughters live. Indeed, he was one of the 
mischief makers.” [28:4] 

Pharaoh elated himself in the land and broke up its people into sections. He 
terribly brutalized and victimized the Israelites, subjecting them to the worst 
persecution and humiliation. All three Prophets --- Lut, Shoaib and Moses f 
--- succeeded in their mission only in the sense that their opposing and 
recalcitrant people were eliminated completely from the surface of the earth. 
However, none of them met success in the sense of transforming them in 
favour of the true monotheistic faith and piety. Moses d, no doubt, went 
beyond the other two prophets in securing freedom and emancipation of his 
people (the Israelites) from the political yoke of Pharaoh and his savagery --- 
though it is a fact that Moses d could accomplish all this only with special 
divine help and grace, through miracles and extra-natural events. But then, 
with the passage of time, Israelites touched the lowest moral and spiritual ebb 
by distorting the teachings of their prophets and by assigning too much weight 
to formal aspects of law instead of sticking to its substantial essence or core. 
Their political and religious leadership, both scholars and devout ascetics, 
exhibited the worst type of perverted mentality in limiting themselves to 
soulless rituals’ formal precision without the least regard for the inner spiritual 
kernel of devotional religious practices and modes of worship. Prophet Jesus 
made stern criticisms of their religious hypocrisy and sensitivity to formalism 
and legalistic niceties at the cost of utter disregard for the real significance 
and spirit of those commandments. Instead of paying heed to Jesus’ 
admonitions, the Jews tortured him and wanted to kill him by putting him on 
the cross. And as far as they were concerned, they did it but Allah’s decision 
prevailed over their planning as we read in the following verses: 

“That they said (in boast): We killed Christ Jesus, the son of 
Mary, the messenger of Allah. But they killed him not, nor 
crucified him. But so it was made to appear to them, and those 
who differ therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) 
knowledge, but only conjectures to follow. Surely they killed 
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him not. Nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is 
Exalted in power, Wise.” [4:157-158] 

The above lines vindicate that all prophets --- from Abraham d down to 
Jesus d --- fought against the social, economic and political iniquities, 
wayward and unscrupulous behaviour, wanton cruelty and oppression. But 
none attained concrete results in his prophetic career. It may be noted here 
parenthetically that Dawood d and Sulaiman d were, firstly, not prophets 
in the full connotation of the word. They were only anmbia or messengers. 
Secondly, their political leadership and monarchy in which justice and equity 
reigned supreme, was the result of divine grace and not at all the outcome of 
their prophetic missionary human endeavours. Indeed, both of them were 
divinely appointed kings and their justice-based kingly governance and 
leadership was a special gift of God, and not something achieved through 
human toil and labour. 

It was after a long break consisting of 600 years since Prophet Esa d (Jesus) 
that last of the prophets --- Prophet Muhammad a --- was raised in Makkah 
and sent for the guidance of all humanity. Allama Iqbal, in his moving 
poetical lines, has very rightly characterized him as the climax and 
culmination of a very long evolutionary process: 

 Of this varied world 
 Thou art the meaning long sought 
 Long sought by multitudes of men 
 From every corner of the earth 
  (Ecstasy: Gabriel’s Wing) 
Indeed, Prophet Muhammad awas the goal and objective of the entire 
evolutionary process of creation involving the variegated stages or the levels of 
the divine creative activity, reaching its apex in the person of Muhammad awho 
established a socio-political order in Arabian Peninsula based on the 
sovereignty of the One Almighty, the Sustainer of all and His universal 
providence. The Prophet thus fully externalized and reified the Islamic 
monotheistic belief in the form of a polity and government thus establishing 
the ideal and perfect Khilafah (vicegerency) of Allah on earth. And this 
historical fact in principle completes the sociological evolution of humanity to 
its climax. As a digression it may be noted here that Allama Iqbal’s couplet: 

Your blessed appearance has realized the ideals of both 
inquisitive mind/reason and devotional love and anxiety-filled 
presence and togetherness 

may refer to the blessed Prophet athrough whom both: 

i.  The potential of ordinary human beings; and 
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ii. Prophethood (prophets coming in a long chain starting from Adam d  
and ending in Muhammad a) 

reached the last highest pinnacle of evolution; the latter in the sense that he 
fully realized and successfully accomplished a most balanced and just polity 
based on the sovereignty of Allah, thus exemplifying the divine attribute of 
“standing firm on justice” [3:18] and fully realizing the objective of prophecy 
and revelation described in the words “… that mankind may uphold justice 
and equity” [57:25]. And the former in the sense that he established this 
system of social justice and equity through struggle on purely human level 
employing the strategy of a determined revolutionary leader confronting all 
odds and obstacles and going through all ordeals. This in itself vindicated the 
highest spiritual status and dignity of human beings. The struggle, endurance, 
sacrifice and perseverance of the Holy Prophet aand his Companions j 
were really exemplary and proved beyond an iota of doubt that man is the 
apex and crème of Divine creation. Allah has imbued him with limitless 
potential and strength. 

To sum up, the long chequered process of creation, passing through several 
stages of descent and evolution, finally reached its zenith in the form of 
“most perfect man” and “most perfect messenger” as exhibited in the person 
and prophetic career of Muhammad a. However, only one step in its full 
fruition yet remains to be taken. 

The Prophet a, fourteen centuries ago, had achieved a great feat by 
establishing Islamic polity in the vast expanse of Arabian Peninsula: a great 
stride forward indeed in the socio-political evolution of humanity and indeed 
no mean achievement. But now this Arabian revolution has to be extended to 
encompass the entire globe so that the whole of humanity tastes the mercy 
and compassion of Islamic faith and weltanschauung (world-view). This, in 
fact, would be the last evolutionary stage towards which humanity is willy 
nilly moving slowly and gradually, because whatever gems of knowledge 
and wisdom and, in particular, positive goodness of higher social values it 
has, is due to the legacy of Prophet Muhammad a. All these can be traced 
back to him, emanating from his teachings enshrined in the Quran and the 
prophetic example. Humanity is engaged in seeking the ultimate realization 
of goodness in its search (though unawares!) of the Prophet’s guidance --- 
the climax of man’s long odyssey in search of truth and goodness. This was 
expressed beautifully in a couplet by Allama Iqbal thus: 

 Wherever you see in the world of colour and scent 
 Out of whose soil springs the plant of desire 
 Is either already illumined by the light of Prophet Muhammad aor 
 Is still seeking and moving towards him (and his guidance) 



THE PROCESS OF CREATION                            7 

It is, therefore, absolutely certain that humanity will definitely attain this last 
stage or plenitude of psycho-social evolution and the entire globe will 
witness the Islamic system of justice and equity fully implemented --- a sure 
proof and manifestation of Prophet Muhammad’s auniversal mercy and 
compassion. There are strong and authentic Ahadiths in various collections 
of prophetic sayings which foretell the future corroborating this truth. I shall 
here mention two of these reports. 
Imam Muslim m has narrated, on the authority of Thauban h that Prophet 
Muhammad ais reported to have said: “Almighty Allah folded up the 
whole earth for me (in a vision) so that I was able to see all the easts and all 
the wests, and surely the domination of my followers will be established over 
all those places that were shown to me by thus folding the earth”. 
According to an other tradition narrated by Imam Ahmad m on the 
authority of Miqdad Ibn Aswad h, Prophet Muhammad ais reported to 
have said: “There shall be no house on the entire earth, neither of bricks nor 
one made of camel’s skin, but God will cause the word of Islam to enter it, 
either with the honour of one who deserves honour, or with the subjugation 
of the one who is defeated. That is to say, God will confer honour on some 
and they will embrace Islam, and He will cause the others to give up 
fighting and they will surrender before the rule of Islam.” On hearing this, 
the reporter is on record to have uttered the words: “Thus will fulfil Allah’s 
assertion “… and religion be wholly Allah’s [8:39].” The Quranic word 
deen is, as is well known to all, a very comprehensive term. Its connotation 
implies the ideas of indebtedness, duty, obedience, judgment, justice, faith, 
religion, customary rites etc. So the real meaning is that everything (both 
individual probity and piety and collective socio-political behaviour) pays 
subservience to God’s commandments given in Shariah which is supreme. 
Indeed, if we ponder deeply, the major and minor premises of the Quranic 
argument also ratifies the belief of global domination of Islam and appears to 
be an impeccably logical conclusion. The following assertion of the Quran 
appears at three places in absolutely identical wording in surahs Taubah, Al-
Fath and As-Saff: 

“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and the 
religion of truth (Islam) so that he may make it prevail over all 
religions…..” [9:33, 48:28, 61:9] 

This verse clearly and unambiguously states that the objective of the calling 
and mission of Prophet Muhammad awas to make Islam dominant over all 
man-made ideologies. Moreover, at five places in the Quran we read the 
statement that Prophet Muhammad ahas been sent for the whole of 
humanity. The most clear and emphatic wording in this context occurs in 
verse 28 of Surah Al-Saba: 
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“And We have not sent you except as a bearer of good news and 
a warner to all mankind…..” [34:28] 

The very fact that the Prophet ais a divine messenger for all humanity till 
the end of time necessitates logically that his prophetic mission would attain 
its climax and final victory only when Islam reigns supreme across the globe; 
thus vindicating the truth of the two above-mentioned Ahadiths. In a line of 
ode from Gabriel’s Wing (excelling in sublimity of thought and its rapturous 
nature) Allama Iqbal’s piercing glances can ruffle the moulds in which He 
manifests Himself and thus as a visionary has divulged the future scenario 
that lay in the womb of time: 

 The sky will shine mirror-like with the morning’s light 
 And the might’s darkness will be speeding away! 
 The hearts will again recall the message of prostrations 
 The foreheads will become acquainted with the Harem’s dust 
 Whatever the eye is seeing cannot be described by the lips 
 I am lost in amazement as to what the world will become! 
 The night will eventually disappear by sun’s appearance 
 This garden will be filled with the light of Tawheed! 

However, here two points should clearly be kept in mind. Firstly, the global 
domination of Islam will be possible only as a result of immense sacrifice, 
endurance, resilience and fortitude of the believers having staunch Iman and 
commitment for executing the commands of Allah and His Messenger a. 
They will have to replicate the same enthusiasm and undertake similar gigantic 
struggle that the Prophet aand his Companions j showed against all odds 
in establishing the supremacy of Islam in Arabia. Secondly, before the final 
global victory of Islamists, Muslim Ummah will face Allah’s wrath for its 
misdeeds and complacency. Deviation from the Right Path will incur terrible 
punishment from Allah the details of which are found in various chapters of 
Hadith collections, e.g. chapters of “Fitan”, “Genocidal Wars” and “Signs of 
the Last Hour”. However, after this chastisement, the light of Prophet 
Muhammad awill shine in its full exuberance all over the globe. Neither 
the Satan (or his acolytes from amongst humans and jinn) nor the most 
sophisticated and high-tech armament of the opposing forces will be able to 
check and thwart its global ascendancy. 

And this will be the last stage of the psycho-social evolution of humanity 
immediately prior to the end or Doomsday. The entire cosmic heavens, which 
started off with the primeval “Big Bang” and continued to expand ever after, 
will be rolled back and brought to a naught, as we read in Surah Al-Anbiya: 

“The Day that We roll up the heavens like a scroll rolled up for 
books Even as We produced the first creation…..” [21:104] 
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The world --- the universe --- as we know it, will be folded up like a scroll of 
parchment, for it will have done its work. And may be --- who knows! --- the 
Creator Who everyday is in a new splendour [55:29] will spread out and 
unfold a new chain of being. All we know with absolute certainty is: 

All that is on earth will perish: but will abide (forever) the face 
of thy Lord --- full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour. 

(Concluded)  
*** 

The treatise of Dr. Israr Ahmad “Ejad o Ibda-e-Alam say Alami 
Nizam-e-Khilafat tak Tannazzul aur Irtiqa kay Marahil”, the English 
translation of which under the title “The Process of Creation: A 
Quranic Perspective” is completed with this 4th part, was very much 
appreciated by a number of scholars and intellectuals who took the 
trouble to read it closely and thoughtfully. Among others, Dr. 
Munawar A. Anees, an internationally acclaimed critic and writer, 
referred to this tract as a major contribution in Cosmology. In his Iqbal 
Memorial Lecture given on July 05, 2012 under the auspices of 
Department of Philosophy, University of the Punjab, he presented the 
following lines to the audience in his published article: 

“… one of the eminent students of Iqbal, Dr. Israr 
Ahmad made remarkable interpretations of his 
philosophy with a unique blend of Quranic teachings 
and modern knowledge. His short treatise on the 
origins and evolution makes him a man way ahead 
of his times. Perhaps his work could serve as a 
precursor for an Islamic cosmology in congruence with 
the emerging thought as exemplified by biocentrism 
and biosemiotics.” 

*** 
 



 

MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN 
 

Translation and Brief Elucidation  
 

By 
Dr. Israr Ahmad 

 

Aal-e-Imran 
(Ayat 130-155) 

َ لََعلَُّمكْ ُتْفِلُح  ٰضَعَفًة  ۠  َواتَُّقوا هللاّٰ ا اَْضَعاًفا مُّ  ُلكُوا الِرّ
ْ
َ ٰاَمُنْوا َال اَت ْ يَُّھا الَِّذ

َ
 ۚ ١٣٠ْوَن      اي

(130) O you who believe! Eat not usury doubled and multiplied, but fear Allah 
that you may be successful. 

This subject has previously been mentioned in the ayah 275 of 
surah Al-Baqarah that was revealed in the ninth year of Hijrah, but 
this ayah being revealed in the third year of Hijrah makes it the first 
injunction concerning the prohibition of usury. In this ayah, Allah 
(SWT) prohibits His servants from usury from multiplying their 
capital by taking interest on it. And this is only possible if they have 
Taqwa of Him, so that they may achieve success in this world and 
in the Hereafter. 

    َ ْ ْت لِْلٰكِفِر اَر الَِّىت اُِعدَّ  ۚ ١٣١َواتَُّقوا النَّ
(131) Fear the fire which is prepared for the unbelievers. 

 Allah (SWT) warns them of this punishment if they do not obey His 
commandments. 

َمحُْوَن      ْ ُ ُسْوَل لََعلَُّمكْ  َ َوالرَّ  ۙ ١٣٢َواَِطْيُعوا هللاّٰ
(132) And obey Allah and the Messenger; that you may obtain mercy.  

ْت  ٰمٰوُت َواْالَْرُض ۙ اُِعدَّ ٍة َعْرُضَھا السَّ بُِّمكْ َوَجنَّ ْ رَّ ِّ ِقْنيَ   َوَساِرُعوا ِاٰىل َمْغِفَرٍة   ۙ ١٣٣لِْلُمتَّ
(133) And hasten to the way (which leads to) forgiveness from your Lord, and 

for Paradise as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for those 
who have Taqwa. 

In these ayaat, Allah (SWT) commands His servants to obey Him and 
His Messenger (SAW) so that they might attain His mercy and 
forgiveness and the Paradise with its unimaginable vastness, 
prepared for such righteous persons. 
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 ِ
َ اِۗء َواْلٰكِظِمْنيَ اْلَغْيَظ َواْلَعاِفْنيَ  َّ اِۗء َوالرضَّ َّ َ يُْنِفُقْوَن ِيف الرسَّ ْ ُ ُحيِبُّ اْلُمْحِسِنْنيَ    الَِّذ  ۚ ١٣٤النَّاِس ۭ َوهللاّٰ

(134) Those who spend in prosperity and in adversity, who repress anger, and who 
pardon men Verily, Allah loves the good-doers.  

This ayah describes the characteristics of the righteous persons 
mentioned above. They are those who spend in the way of Allah (SWT) 
only to attain His pleasure, both in hard times and in prosperity and 
they suppress their anger and forgive peoples' faults for His sake. 

َ ِاَذا َفَعلُْوا َفاِحَشًة اَْو َظلَُموا اَْنُفَسھُ  ْ ُ َوالَِّذ َب ِاالَّ هللاّٰ ْ ُ ْ يَّْغِفُر الذُّ َ ِبِھْم ۠ َو  ْ ُ َ َفاْسَتْغَفُرْوا لُِذ ڞ       ْم َذَكُروا هللاّٰ
ٰ َما َفَعلُْوا َوُھْم يَْعلَُمْوَن     َ ْوا   ١٣٥َوَملْ يُِرصُّ

(135) And those who, when they have committed indecency or wronged 
themselves with evil, remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins. And 
none can forgive sins but Allah. And do not persist in what they have done, 
while they know.  

Allah (SWT) further describes their qualities that after having done an 
evil or having wronged their souls, they earnestly remember Allah 
(SWT) and seek forgiveness for their sins. And they know that it is 
only Allah (SWT) who can forgive their sins and they do not persist in 
the wrong they did after having repented from it.  

َك َجَزاُۗؤُھْم  َ ِفْيَھا  ۭ َوِنْعَم اَْجُر اْلٰعِمِلْنيَ اُولىِٕ ْ ْنٰھُر ٰخلِِد ْ َحتِْتَھا اْالَ ِ ٌت َجتِْرْي  بِِّھْم َوَجنّٰ ْ رَّ ِّ ْغِفَرٌة   ۭ ١٣٦    مَّ
(136) For such, the reward is Forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers 

flowing underneath, wherein they shall abide forever. How excellent is this 
reward for those who do good works.  

i.e. those who do righteous deeds according to Allah’s 
commandments will get their just reward in the Hereafter.  

ْوا ِيف اْالَْرِض َفاْنُظُر  ْ َقْبلُِمكْ ُسَننٌ ۙ َفِسْريُ ِ ِبْنيَ     َقْد َخلَْت  ّذِ
 ١٣٧ْوا َكْيَف َاكَن َعاِقَبُة اْلُمكَ

(137) Many similar examples were faced by nations that have passed away before 
you, so travel through the earth, and see what was the end of those who 
disbelieved.  

Allah (SWT) is encouraging the believers that if they face an adversity, 
they should not feel dejected or lose heart and should learn from the 
examples of the previous nations who believed in Allah (SWT) and 
followed His Messengers. They also faced similar hardships and 
suffering but Allah (SWT) helped them and made them triumph and 
destroyed their enemies.  

ِقْنيَ      َمْوِعَظٌة لِّْلُمتَّ  ١٣٨ٰھَذا بََياٌن لِّلنَّاِس َوُھًدى وَّ
(138) This is a declaration to mankind, a guidance and admonition to those who 

have Taqwa. 
This ayah refers to the Holy Qur’an. Allah (SWT) states that it is a 
guide and admonition for all mankind and particularly for the pious. 
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ْؤِمِنْنيَ      ا َواَْنُمتُ اْالَْعلَْوَن ِاْن ُكْنُمتْ مُّ ْ ُ ُنْوا َوَال َحتَْز  ١٣٩َوَال َهتِ
(139) Do not grieve and get disheartened, for you will have the upper hand if you 

are indeed believers.  

Allah (SWT) commands the believers to take heart and not despair 
because of their partial setback suffered in the Battle of Uhud. He 
heartens them by giving them the good news that ultimately they will 
be triumphant and victory will be theirs if they truly believe in Him 
and obey His commandments.  

 ِ ُم نَُداِولَُھا بَْنيَ النَّاِس  ۚ َول ْثلُْه  ۭ َوِتْلَك اْالَايَّ َْسْسُمكْ َقْرٌح َفَقْد َمسَّ اْلَقْوَم َقْرٌح ّمِ َ ٰاَمُنْوا َيْعلََم ِاْن ميَّ ْ ُ الَِّذ هللاّٰ
ِلِمْنيَ     ُ َال ُحيِبُّ الظّٰ ِخَذ ِمْنُمكْ ُشَهَداَۗء  ۭ َوهللاّٰ  ۙ ١٤٠َويَتَّ

(140) If you have suffered from a wound be sure a similar wound has touched the 
others. And we alternate these vicissitudes among mankind so that Allah may 
know those who believe, and that He may take martyrs from among you. And 
Allah does not like the wrongdoers.  

This means that as you have suffered heavy losses in men and 
material, so did the disbelievers. So do not grieve or be sad but have 
patience and be firm. Seventy of the Muslim army were martyred 
including the Prophet’s Uncle Hamza (RAA) which was indeed a great 
loss. On the other hand, the Quraysh also suffered considerable 
casualties not only in the Battle of Uhud but also in the Battle of Badr 
but still they regrouped themselves and came back to fight. So why 
do you O Muslims lose heart by the loss suffered in the Battle of 
Uhud. “And we alternate these vicissitudes among mankind so that Allah may 
know those who believe, and that He may take martyrs from among you.” i.e. Allah 
(SWT) sometimes allows the enemy to overcome the Muslims so that 
He may find out who are the real believers amongst them and those 
who give their lives as martyrs to seek His pleasure.  

َ ٰامَ  ْ ُ الَِّذ َ    َولُِيَمّحَِص هللاّٰ ْ  ١٤١ُنْوا َوَميَْحَق اْلٰكِفِر
(141) And that Allah may test the believers and destroy the disbelievers.  

And that He may purify the faithful from sin and annihilate the 
infidels.  

ُ الَّ  َة َولَمَّا يَْعلَِم هللاّٰ َنَّ
ْ

َ اَْم َحِسْبُمتْ اَْن َتْدُخلُوا اجل ْ ِربِ َ ٰجَهُدْوا ِمْنُمكْ َويَْعلََم الصّٰ ْ  ١٤٢ِذ
(142) Do you think that you will enter Paradise before Allah tests those of you who 

fought (in His Cause) and tests those who are patient?  

This ayah emphasizes the fact that every believer will have to go 
through the trials and the tests of faith in order to attain victory in 
this world and Paradise in the Hereafter. Even the previous nations 
were tried and tested with calamities and oppression from the 
disbelievers but ultimately the believers are always victorious. 
Therefore, the believers should always trust Allah (SWT) and His 
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Promise that He will surely destroy the disbelievers who commit 
oppression against them. But until then, the believers should 
persevere with patience in their trials because victory will only come 
after succeeding in tests and trials.  

ْ َقْبِل اَْن َتْلَقْوُه  ۠ َفَقْد َراَْيُتُمْوُه َواَْنُمتْ َتْنُظُرْوَن     ِ ْوَن اْلَمْوَت   ۧ ١٤٣َولََقْد ُكْنُمتْ َتـَمنَّ
(143) You did indeed wish for death before you met it. Now you have seen it openly 

with your own eyes. 

This ayah refers to those Companions of the Prophet (SAW) who 
insisted on fighting the battle with the Quraysh army instead of 
staying behind and defending Madinah. They felt aggrieved at not 
having had the opportunity to fight in the Battle of Badr and thus 
longed for martyrdom. This ayah addresses them that you longed for 
death and wished to fight your enemy; now Allah (SWT) has given you 
that opportunity, so fight them and be patient.  

َ اَ    ُسُل ۭ اََف۟اىِْٕن مَّاَت اَْو ُقِتَل اْنَقلَْبُمتْ  ْ َقْبِلِه الرُّ ِ ٰ َوَما ُحمَمٌَّد ِاالَّ َرُسْوٌل ۚ َقْد َخلَْت  َ ْ يَّْنَقلِْب  َ ْعَقاِبُمكْ ۭ َو
 ُ َ َشـْيــــا  ۭ َوَسَيْجِزي هللاّٰ َ     َعِقَبْيِه َفلَْن يَُّرضَّ هللاّٰ ْ ِكِر  ١٤٤ الشّٰ

(144) Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed Messengers have 
passed away before him. If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your 
heels? And he who turns back on his heels, not the least harm will he do to 
Allah. And Allah will give reward to those who are grateful.  

The Prophet (SAW) suffered severe injuries in the Battle of Uhud. At 
that time a rumour went up that Muhammad (SAW) had been killed. 
This made the Muslims lose heart and many of them began to turn 
away and did not actively participate in the battle. This is why Allah 
(SWT) revealed this ayah which states that if Muhammad (SAW) is 
killed while delivering His message, just like all the Messengers 
before him then will you O believers turn your back and not convey 
His message or defend your religion. “And he who turns back on his heels, 
not the least harm will he do to Allah” i.e. those who turn back to disbelief 
after they have believed should know that Allah’s religion does not 
stand in their need. “And Allah will give reward to those who are grateful.” i.e. 
those who remained steadfast and obeyed Allah (SWT) and His 
Messenger (SAW), will get their just reward. He that recants will do no 
harm to Allah but Allah will reward the thankful. 

ْ َوَما َاكَن لَِنْف  َ ْنَيا نُْؤِتّھ ِمْنَھا  ۚ َو اَب الدُّ َ َ ْد  ِ ُّ  ْ َ َؤجًَّال  ۭ َو ِ كِٰتًبا مُّ اَب ٍس اَْن َمتُْوَت ِاالَّ اِبِْذِن هللاّٰ َ َ ْد  ِ ُّ
   َ ْ ِكِر ِخَرِة نُْؤِتّھ ِمْنَھا  ۚ َو َسَنْجِزي الشّٰ  ١٤٥اْالٰ

(145) And no person can ever die except by Allah’s Leave and at an appointed term. 
And whoever desires a reward in (this) world, We shall give him of it; and 
whoever desires a reward in the Hereafter, We shall give him thereof. And We 
shall reward the grateful.  

This ayah encourages the Muslims to participate and engage actively 
in the battlefield and not abandon it for fear of death because doing 
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so will neither increase nor decrease their life term as ordained by 
Allah (SWT). Therefore, they should spend it in Allah’s cause and not 
for the sake of transitory enjoyments of this world which unfortunately 
is the situation regarding most of the Muslims today. Salah (prayer) 
which has been described as the criterion between faith and disbelief, 
how much does it feature in the life of the Muslims and how many of 
them are punctual in it? How many adhere to the other basic 
requirements of Islam such as Fasting, Zakah and Hajj? On the other 
hand, consider the prohibitions of Islam, how many Muslims indulge 
in these day and night and how many have adopted these as part of 
their lifestyle? This is because most of us struggle in life only for the 
enjoyments and luxuries of this earthly life and have forgotten the 
eternal joys of the next world. But Allah (SWT) says that those who 
are grateful to Him and appreciate His bounties will surely be 
rewarded for their good deeds in the Hereafter.  

 ِ  اََصابَُھْم ِيفْ َسِبْيِل هللاّٰ
ٓ
ْوَن َكِثْريٌ  ۚ َمفَا َوَهُنْوا لَِما ٍ ٰقَتَل ۙ َمَعْه ِربِّيُّ ِىبّ

ْ نَّ ِّ  ْ ِ ّ
َ
ُ َوَاك ا  ۭ َوهللاّٰ ْ ُ َوَما َضُعُفْوا َوَما اْسَتَاك

َ    ُحيِبُّ ا ْ ِربِ  ١٤٦لصّٰ
(146) And how many of the Prophets have fought (in Allah’s Cause) and along with 

them (fought) large bands of religious learned men. But they never lost heart for 
that which did befall them in Allah’s way, nor did they weaken nor degrade 
themselves. And Allah loves the patient ones.  

This ayah teaches a lesson to the Muslims that as they have fought 
their enemies along with their Prophet (SAW), so did the Prophets 
before them along with their godly men. But what they suffered in 
Allah’s cause did not make them lose heart and go back to disbelief. 
Instead, they obeyed Allah (SWT) and followed His Messengers. They 
neither weakened nor cringed abjectly. And Allah loves the steadfast. 

ٓ اَْن َقالُْوا َربََّنا اْغِفْر لَ  َ اْلَقْوِم َوَما َاكَن َقْولَُھْم ِاالَّ َ اَن  ْت اَْقَداَمَنا َواْنُرصْ اَفَنا ِيف اَْمِراَن َوَثّبِ بََنا َو ِاْرسَ ْ ُ َنا ُذ
   َ ْ  ١٤٧اْلٰكِفِر

(147) And they said nothing but: "Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our 
transgressions, establish our feet firmly, and give us victory over the 
disbelieving folk."  

This is the same prayer that Saul’s army made to Allah (SWT) when 
they advanced towards the army of Goliath. It is mentioned in ayah 
250 of surah Al-Baqarah i.e. “Make us firm of foot and give us victory 
over the unbelievers”. 

ُ ُحيِبُّ اْلُمْحِسـِنْنيَ     ِخَرِة  ۭ َوهللاّٰ اِب اْالٰ َ َ ْنَيا َوُحْسَن  اَب الدُّ َ َ  ُ ٰتىُھُم هللاّٰ
ٰ
 ۧ ١٤٨َفا

(148) So Allah gave them the reward of this world, and the excellent reward of the 
Hereafter. And Allah loves the good-doers.  

َ اَْعَقاِبُمكْ َفَتْنَقِلُبْوا ٰخِرسِ     ْ
ُ

دُّْومك ُ َ َ َكَفُرْوا  ْ َ ٰاَمُنوا ِاْن ُتِطْيُعوا الَِّذ ْ يَُّھا الَِّذ
َ
َ   اي ْ١٤٩ 



6                                         Message of the Qur’an 

(149) O you who believe! If you obey those who disbelieve, they will send you back 
on your heels, and you will turn back (from Faith) as losers.  

After the Battle of Uhud, some Jews and the hypocrites tried to 
seduce the believers to revert to disbelief. This ayah refers to them 
and Allah (SWT) warns the believers that these hypocrites want them 
to go back to disbelief after having faith, so do not obey them. 

    َ ْ ِرصِ ُ َمْولٰىُمكْ ۚ َوُھَو َخْريُ النّٰ  ١٥٠بَِل هللاّٰ
(150) Nay, Allah is your Protector and He is the Best of helpers.  

i.e. if you are sincere and steadfast in your faith, Allah (SWT) 
promises you His help and protection from the disbelievers. Allah is 
your protector. He is the best of helpers. 

 ِبّه ُسْلٰطًنا  ۚ َومَ 
ْ

ل ِ َما َملْ يَُزنِّ ّٰ  اَْرشَُكْوا اِب
ٓ
ْعَب ِمبَا َ َكَفُروا الرُّ ْ ْ ِيفْ ُقلُْوِب الَِّذ ِ اُر  ۭ َوِبْئَس َمْثَوى َسـُنْل ٰوىُھُم النَّ

ْ
ا

ِلِم   ١٥١ْنيَ    الظّٰ
(151) Soon we shall cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve, because they 

joined others in worship with Allah, for which He had sent no authority; their 
abode will be the fire and how evil is the abode of the wrongdoers.  

In this ayah, Allah (SWT) gives the good news to the believers that He 
will cast fear of the Muslims into the hearts of the disbelievers. This 
is because the disbelievers disobey Allah’s commandments and 
associate partners with Him. And a very painful punishment awaits 
them in the Hereafter as they serve other gods for whom no sanction 
has been revealed. Fire shall be their home; dismal indeed is the 
dwelling place of the evildoers. 

ْونَُھْم اِبِْذِنّھ ۚ  ُ َوْعَده ِاْذ َحتُسُّ  اَٰرىُمكْ ِاَذا َفِشْلُمتْ َو َتَناَز جه َولََقْد َصَدَقُمكُ هللاّٰ
ٓ
ِّ بَْعِد َما ْعُمتْ ِيف اْالَْمِر َوَعَصْيُمتْ 

 ِ َفُمكْ َعْنُھْم ل َّ َرصَ
ُ

ِخَرَة  ۚ مث ْيُد اْالٰ ِ ُّ  ْ َّ ْنَيا َوِمْنُمكْ  ْيُد الدُّ ِ ُّ  ْ َّ ْوَن  ۭ ِمْنُمكْ  َيْبَتِلَيُمكْ ۚ َولََقْد َعَفا َعْنُمكْ ۭ مَّا ُحتِبُّ
 َ َ ُ ُذْو َفْضٍل   ١٥٢ اْلُمْؤِمِنْنيَ   َوهللاّٰ

(152) And Allah did indeed fulfill His Promise to you when you were killing them 
with His Permission until you lost your courage and fell to disputing about the 
order, and disobeyed after He showed you which you love. Among you are some 
that desire this world and some that desire the Hereafter. Then He made you 
flee from them, that He might test you. But surely, He forgave you, and Allah is 
Most Gracious to the believers.  

This ayah refers to the Battle of Uhud. Allah (SWT) states that He 
fulfilled His promise to the Muslims that they will surely have an 
upper hand if they show patience and courage, which was indeed the 
case initially when the Muslims were winning the battle. But some of 
them lost their courage as Allah (SWT) says: “until you lost your courage 
and fell to disputing about the order, and disobeyed after He showed you which you 
love.” This refers to the archers who were commanded by the Prophet 
(SAW) not to leave their appointed places. He instructed them, "Stick 
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to your place, and don't leave it even if you see birds snatching us, till I 
send for you; and if you see that we have defeated the infidels and 
made them flee, even then you should not leave your place till I send 
for you." [19] But when they saw the disbelievers being defeated and 
fleeing towards the mountain, they wanted to join their victorious 
brothers and collect the booty. Their commander Abdullah Bin Jubair 
(RAA) commanded them not to leave their places but they disobeyed 
him and left their positions and that eventually became the cause of 
their defeat. It should be mentioned here that listening to and 
obeying Allah’s Messenger (SAW) and his appointed ameer 
(commander) is obligatory on a Muslim whether it is pleasing or 
displeasing to him. The Arabic words for obedience and discipline are 
Sama’a and Ta’at i.e. to listen and to obey. The success of an Islamic 
movement lies in exhibiting the distinctive attitude of listen and obey 
i.e. obedience to Allah (SWT) and His Messenger (SAW) and to the one 
in authority from amongst them i.e. the Ameer. This last type of 
obedience is limited with two important conditions. First, the one in 
authority must be a Muslim and second, his commands must always 
be in accordance with the Qur’an and Sunnah. It has been narrated 
on the authority of Abu Hurayrah (RAA) that the Prophet (SAW) said: 
“Whoever obeys me obeys Allah, and whoever disobeys me disobeys 
Allah . Who obeys the Ameer obeys me, and who disobeys the Ameer 
disobeys me.” [20] “Among you are some that desire this world and some that 
desire the Hereafter. Then He made you flee from them, that He might test you.” 
When the disbelievers attacked the Muslims from behind, in utter 
confusion some of the Muslims turned back and fled from the 
battlefield. Thus Allah (SWT) says that He made their enemies 
overcome them, in order to test them. “But surely, He forgave you, and 
Allah is Most Gracious to the believers.” i.e. He forgave those who fled from 
the battlefield and indeed He is gracious to the faithful. 

ٰ ِاْذ ُتْصِعُدْوَن َوَال  َ ا  ْ ُ ۢا ِبَغّمٍ لِّكَْيَال َحتَْز ًـّ
َ

اَثبَُمكْ مغ
َ
ْ ِيف اُْخٰرىُمكْ َفا ُسْوُل يَْدُعْومكُ الرَّ َ اََحٍد وَّ  َما َتْلْوَن 

ُ َخِبْري ِمبَا َتْعَملُْوَن      اََصابَُمكْ ۭ َوهللاّٰ
ٓ
 ١٥٣َفاَتُمكْ َوَال َما

(153) And remember when you were climbing up, without even casting a side 
glance at anyone, and the Messenger was in your rear calling you back. There 
did Allah give you one distress after another by way of requital to teach you not 
to grieve for that which had escaped you, nor for that which had befallen you. 
And Allah is well aware of all that you do. 

When the archers guarding the valley behind the battlefront left their 
places, a group of the disbelievers’ army led by Khalid Bin Walid (RAA) 
attacked the Muslims from behind which caused great confusion 
amongst Muslim warriors and they were soon surrounded by the 
army of the Quraysh. Then a rumor spread that the Prophet (SAW) 
had been killed. This news weakened the morale of the Muslims, so 
much so that some of the Muslims abandoned fighting and started 
climbing up the mountain to take refuge while the Prophet (SAW) was 
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calling them to come back. Only a few of them, realizing that the 
Prophet (SAW) was alive, came back to the field and defended their 
Prophet (SAW). “There did Allah (SWT) give you one distress after another by 
way of requital to teach you not to grieve for that which had escaped you, nor for that 
which had befallen you.” i.e. they felt grief over grief because of missing 
the war booty and triumph of their enemy and not because of their 
casualties and injuries.  

ىَِٕفٌة َقْد اََمهَّ 
ۗ
ْنُمكْ  ۙ َوَطا ىَِٕفًة ِمّ

ۗ
ِّ بَْعِد اْلَغّمِ اََمَنًة نَُّعاًسا يَّْغٰىش َطا َل َعلَْيُمكْ  َ ْ َّ اَ

ُ
ِ غَ مث ّٰ ْوَن اِب ْريَ ْتُھْم اَْنُفُسُھْم يَُظنُّ

 ِ ّٰ ِ ٍءۭ  ُقْل ِانَّ اْالَْمَر ُلكَّْه  ْ َىشْ ِ َ اْالَْمِر  ِ َاِهلِيَِّة  ۭ يَُقْولُْوَن َھْل لََّنا 
ْ

َّقِ َظنَّ اجل
ْ

 ُخيُْفْوَن ِيف اَْنُفِسِھْم مَّا َال يُْبُدْوَن  ۭاحل
ٌء مَّا ُقِتْلنَ  َ اْالَْمِر َىشْ ِ َ ُكِتَب َعلَْهيُِم اْلَقْتُل لََك  ۭ يَُقْولُْوَن لَْو َاكَن لََنا  ْ َز الَِّذ ا ٰھُهَنا  ُۭقْل لَّْو ُكْنُمتْ ِيفْ بُُيْوِتُمكْ لََربَ

ُ َعِلْمي  ْ َولُِيَمّحَِص َما ِيفْ ُقلُْوِبُمكْ ۭ َوهللاّٰ
ُ

ُ َما ِيفْ ُصُدْوِرمك ُدْوِر    ِاٰىل َمَضاِجِعِھْم ۚ َولَِيْبَتِيلَ هللاّٰ  ١٥٤ِبَذاِت الصُّ
(154) Then after the distress, He let peace fall upon you. A sleep overtook a party of 

you. While another party was thinking about themselves and thought wrongly 
of Allah - the thought of ignorance. They said, "Have we any say in the 
matter?" Say: "Indeed all matters belong wholly to Allah. They hide within 
themselves what they dare not reveal to you, saying: "If we had any say in the 
matter, none of us would have been killed here." Say: "Even if you had 
remained in your homes, those for whom death was decreed would certainly 
have gone forth to the place of their death.” But that Allah might test what is in 
your breasts; and to purify that which was in your hearts (sins), and Allah is 
All-Knower of what is in the breasts.  

While the Muslims were feeling the distress of the battle, Allah (SWT) 
sent down tranquility over them and they started to feel drowsy and 
because of that they felt calmness and enjoyed kindly sleep. Abu 
Talhah (RA) explains this strange sense of peace they had in these 
words: “I was among those who were overcome by slumber during the 
battle of Uhud. My sword fell from my hands several times and I would 
pick it up, then it would fall and I would pick it up again.”[21] “While 
another party was thinking about themselves and thought wrongly of Allah - the 
thought of ignorance.” This refers to the hypocrites. While Allah (SWT) 
sent down tranquility on the believers, the hypocrites were denied 
sleep thus increasing their distress and anxiety. Those hypocrites 
abandoned the battle and started to doubt the Prophethood of 
Muhammad (SAW) casting evil thoughts about Allah (SWT). They 
thought that the disbelievers would achieve victory and Islam and the 
Muslims would perish forever. “They said, "Have we any say in the matter?" 
Say: "Indeed all matters belong wholly to Allah." They hide within themselves what 
they dare not reveal to you, saying: "If we had any say in the matter, none of us 
would have been killed here." The hypocrites grumbled regarding their 
advice to remain in Madinah instead of coming to Mount Uhud where 
their friends and relatives had been killed. They started to murmur 
things like, ‘Had it been thus and thus, we would not have lost our 
friend and families.’ but Allah (SWT) states that the appointed destiny 
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is fixed for everyone and when death approaches, no one can escape 
it. ” But that Allah might test what is in your breasts; and to purify that which was 
in your hearts (sins), and Allah is All-Knower of what is in the breasts.” Although 
Allah (SWT) knows even what is in your breasts but still He tests you 
to distinguish those who conceal hypocrisy in their hearts from the 
true believers. He has knowledge of your inmost thoughts. 

ـْيٰطُن ِبَبْعِض َما َكَسُبْو  لَُّھُم الشَّ َا اْسَزتَ َْمٰعِن ۙ ِامنَّ
ْ

َ اجل َم اْلَت ْ َ لَّْوا ِمْنُمكْ  َ َ  َ ْ ُ َعْنُھْم ۭ ِانَّ ِانَّ الَِّذ ا ۚ َولََقْد َعَفا هللاّٰ
َ َغُفْوٌر   ١٥٥َحِلْميٌ     هللاّٰ

(155) Those of you who turned back on the day the two hosts met, it was the Satan 
who caused them to backslide because of some (sins) they had earned. But Allah, 
indeed, has forgiven them. Surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.  

Some of the Companions (RAA) turned back from the battlefield in the 
hue and cry that was created when the disbeliever’s army attacked 
the Muslims from behind. Allah (SWT) says that it was the Satan who 
made them slip and thus they failed to fulfill their duty. Satan made 
them err because of their previous faults; otherwise he could not 
have overcome them. One of the Companions who left the battlefield 
was Uthman (RAA). The enemies of the Companions take this as a 
reason to curse and hate Uthman (RAA) and other Companions of the 
Prophet (SAW), even though Allah (SWT) has said: “But Allah, indeed, has 
forgiven them. Surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing.”  

End Notes 
[19] Sahih Bukhari 4: 276. 
[20] Sahih Muslim 6: 13. 
[21] Fath-ul-Bari 7: 22. 
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