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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Al-Bagarah
(Ayaat 86-103)
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(86) They are the ones who have purchased the worldly life at the cost of the
Hereafter. So neither punishment would be mitigated from them, nor
would they be helped.

i.e. they prefer the life and attractions of this world to the Hereafter.
Therefore, their punishment will never end and they will not find
any helper to save them from the eternal torment in the Hell.
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(87) And indeed We gave Moses the Book (Torah) and followed him up with a
succession of messengers. And We gave ‘Eesa--son of Mary, clear signs

and supported him with the Holy Spirit. Why is it then that whenever

came to you a Messenger with what you desired not, you became
arrogant? So a group (of Prophets) you belied and a group you killed.

Allah sent Messengers and Prophets after Musa (AS), who followed
his Law, and then Allah sent the last Prophet among the Children
of Israel i.e. ‘Eesa (Jesus) (AS), the son of Mary (AS), and the
continuous chain of Prophets among the Children of Israel came
to a halt after nearly fourteen hundred years. “And We gave
‘Eesa--son of Mary, clear signs”. Alongwith Injeel, Allah gave great
miracles to ‘Eesa (AS), which included bringing the dead back to
life, forming the shape of birds from clay and blowing into them
after which they would become living birds by Allah’s leave, healing
the sick and foretelling the Unseen.[22] “And supported him with the
Holy Spirit”. The Holy Spirit’ here signifies the angel Jibreel (AS)
who brought this revelation. “Why is it then that whenever came to
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you a Messenger with what you desired not, you became arrogant?
So a group (of Prophets) you belied and a group you killed”. Prophets
were sent to the Children of Israel with clear signs and miracles,
but instead of believing in them, they became more defiant and
treated them in the worst manner, rejecting some of them and
killing the others, like Yahya (As) (John the Baptist) and Zakariyah
(as). They did all this because the Prophets commanded them to
follow what was against their own desires.
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(88) And they said: “Our hearts are wrapped up”. Instead Allah has cursed
them for their disbelief. So they believe just a little.

They used to say that their hearts were wrapped up in covers and
sealed. By saying this, they meant that they had knowledge about
everything and did not need the knowledge that the Prophet (SAW)
claimed to receive from Allah (SwT) and that his preaching was not
going to affect their hearts the least bit. Allah says that they are
under His curse and that He has sealed their hearts because of
their arrogance and deviance. “So they believe just a little” i.e.
they do not believe in the real sense.
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(89) And when there came to them a Book from Allah confirming that which
was with them, whereas prior (to it), they used to ask for victory over

those who disbelieved. But when there came to them what they

recognized, they disbelieved therein. So the curse of Allah is upon the
disbelievers.

This means that the Qur’an which Allah sent down to Muhammad
(SAW), came confirming what was with them i.e. the previous
Books, Torah and Injeel. The Children of Israel were foretold in
their scriptures about the coming of the last Prophet, Muhammad
(saw). They used to invoke Allah to aid them through his arrival,
so that he could end the dominance of the unbelievers. They used
to say to the unbelievers, “A Prophet shall be sent before the end
of this world and we, with his help, will defeat you.” But when
Allah sent Prophet Muhammad (SAwW), they rejected him, denying
what they used to say about him, and lied that he was not the
Prophet they had been talking about, and that he had not
brought anything that they recognized. That is why Allah says,
“The curse of Allah is upon the disbelievers”.
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(90)  Ewil is that whereby they have bartered their souls--that they reject what
Allah has sent down, grudging that Allah should send down from His
Blessing upon whomsoever He wills out of His bondsmen. So they drew
upon themselves wrath upon wrath. And for the disbelievers there is a
humiliating punishment.

The Jews knew that Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was the Prophet
they had been waiting for, but they hid the truth about him which
was present in their books. Therefore, Allah says that they have
bartered the truth for falsehood, which indeed is an awful deal. The
Jews thought that because they were the best of all human races,
and most of the previous Prophets had been sent to them, Allah
would send the last Prophet from within them as well, but when
Allah sent a Prophet from among a different people (Arabs), whom
they despised, they decided to reject him because of their envy and
grudge “that Allah should send down from His Blessing upon
whomsoever He wills out of His bondsmen”. Further Allah says, “So
they drew upon themselves wrath upon wrath”, meaning that they
acquired Allah’s anger when they denied ‘Easa (As) and multiplied
it by rejecting Muhammad (SAW). “And for the disbelievers there is a
humiliating punishment” i.e. there will be disgrace and humiliation
for them in this world as well as in the Hereafter.
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(91) And when it is said to them: “Believe in what Allah has sent down”, they
say: “We believe in that which has been sent down to us”, and they reject
whatever is beyond it; although it is the truth confirming that which is

with them.Say: “Then why have you been killing the prophets of Allah
prior (to it) if you were believers”?

i.e. when the Jews and the People of the Book are asked to
believe in what has been revealed to Muhammad (SAW) and to
follow him, they say that they will only follow their own books,
and that is enough for them to believe in. Allah says, “Although
it is the truth confirming that which is with them” i.e. they know
that it is the truth, and what has been revealed to Muhammad
(sAw) confirms the scriptures given to them. Further Allah says,
Say: “Then why have you been killing the Prophets of Allah prior
(to it) if you were believers”™?

i.e. if you say that you only believe in the Prophets of your own
race and what was revealed to you, then what about the Prophets
We sent to you? They were all from among yourselves and
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brought scriptures from your Lord, but still you did not believe in
them and killed them.
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(92) And indeed Musa came to you with clear signs, then you took the calf
(for worship) after him--and you were unjust.

Musa (AS) came with clear signs and miracles and with the
message that no deity is worthy of worship except Allah, but as
soon as he left for Mount Sinai, the Children of Israel started
worshipping the calf, which they had made with their own hands,
and thus became unjust.
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(93) And when We took a covenant from you and raised over you the Mount
(saying): “Hold fast to what We have given you and listen. They said:

“We listened and we disobeyed.” And they were made to imbibe in their

hearts (the love of) the calf due to their disbelief. Say: “Evil is that which
your faith commands you if you are believers”.

Allah reminds the Jews of their breaking the covenant He had
taken from them, and the transgression they made when Allah
lifted Mount Sinai over their heads and commanded them to obey
and follow the Torah which was revealed to Musa (AS). They
should have said, “We have heard and we submit ourselves to
your commandment”, but instead they changed the words and
said, “We have heard but we will not obey.” This was because,
“they were made to imbibe in their hearts (the love of) the calf due
to their disbelief”. Then Allah says, Say: “Evil is that which your
faith commands you if you are believers”, meaning, how can you
claim that you believe, while you have committed the evil of
breaking the covenant, disbelieving in Allah’s Ayaat, rejecting and
killing the Messengers and worshipping the calf instead of Allah?
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(94)  Say: "If the Home of the Hereafter with Allah is purely for you
excluding the (rest of) mankind, then wish for death if you are truthful.

The Jews had an illusion that the Paradise is reserved for the
Children of Israel alone and is not for the rest of the Mankind. The
Muslims today have almost the same belief; they think that as they
have been born as Muslims, they will by default enter the Paradise.
But this, in reality, is exactly what the Jews had; nothing but an
illusion. Allah says to the Jews that if they really think that they
are the chosen ones and Paradise is their abode, they should long
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for death. Those who really care for the Hereafter neither set their
hearts on this worldly life nor are afraid of death. The condition of
the Jews was and is the opposite of this.
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(95)  And certainly they will not wish for it ever, because of what their hands
have sent ahead. And Allah is Well-Aware of the unjust people.

Allah asked the Jews to invoke death if they were truthful, but
they did not and have never accepted the challenge, as they know
that what they claim is all false. Had they been truthful, they
would have accepted the challenge. They know what they have
earned and forwarded to the Hereafter, and thus they wish that
they could delay it as much as possible. “And Allah is Well-Aware
of the unjust people”.
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(96) And definitely you will find them the greediest of mankind for life, even
greedier than the polytheists. Each one of them wishes that he could be

given a life of a thousand years. But the grant of such a life will not save
him from the punishment. And Allah is Watchful over what they do.

The Jews know what evils they have done and what reward they
are going to get from their Lord. Therefore, they are so keen to
remain alive, even more so than the infidels and the pagans who
do not have a Divine Book, that they do not care whether they live
honorably or with humiliation. They wish that they could delay
the Hereafter. But Allah says that a long life will not save them
from the torment they are going to face, even if they could live for
a thousand years. Everyone has to die and will get one’s reward,
and the Jews know that the only reward they will have with Allah
is total loss and the severest of punishments, because “Allah is
Watchful over what they do”.
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(97)  Say: "Whoever is an enemy to [ibreel, (must know) that obviously he has
sent it down to your heart with the command of Allah, confirming what
is before it, and guidance and glad tidings for the believers”.

The Jews believed that the last Prophet, prophesized in their
scriptures would be among them, but when Allah sent Muhammad
(SAW) as a Messenger from among the Arabs, they denounced angel
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Jibreel (AS) as their enemy, because they believed that instead of
bringing the revelation to one of the Jews, Jibreel had brought it to
Muhammad (sAw). But Allah says that Jibreel (AS) is only His
Messenger, and he brought the Qur’an to Muhammad’s heart,
only by Allah’s command, “confirming what is before it, and
guidance and glad tidings for the believers”. Here it suggests that
the actual enmity of the Jews was not directed towards Jibreel (AS)
but against the revelation he brought which confirmed their
scriptures. Had they believed in it, it would have been guidance
and good tidings for them.
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(98)  Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His angels, His Messengers, Jibreel and
Michael, then verily Allah is an enemy to the unbelievers.

Whoever believes in Allah is required to believe in all His
Messengers. Whoever rejects any of His Messengers, in reality
rejects Allah and all His Messengers, and whoever takes His
Messengers as enemies has taken Allah as his enemy.
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(99)  And indeed We have sent down to you clear Ayaat and no one denies
them except the perverse.

i.e. clear signs have been sent to Muhammad (SAW) which confirm
his Prophethood, but the Jews reject it because of their envy and
transgression.
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(100) Has it not been the case that every time they made a covenant, a group of
them threw it aside? But most of them do not believe.

Allah reminds the Children of Israel about the covenants they
broke, especially about Muhammad (SAw), about whom they were
informed beforehand in their scriptures.
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(101) And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah, verzfyzng that
which was with them; a group among those who were given the Book
threw the Book of Allah behind their backs as if they did not know.

When Prophet Muhammad (SAW) came, the Jews disputed and
questioned his Prophethood, and tried to prove their viewpoint
from the Torah, but the fact was that the Qur’an revealed to
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Muhammad (SAwW) and their scriptures confirmed each other. Even
though they recognized Prophet Muhammad (SAwW) as well as they
recognized their own sons, they abandoned the Holy Books and
hid the facts because of their enmity and jealousy.

The Jews tried to deny the Prophethood of Muhammad (SAw),
supposedly with the help of the Torah, but the Torah also
confirmed the coming of the last Prophet, with the last of the
Divine Books, the Qur’an. Therefore, they infact abandoned their
own Books and took to the Book of Magic and Sorcery which of
course did not conform to the Qur’an. That is why Allah revealed
the following ayah.
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(102) And they followed that which the devils chanted (of sorcery) in the
kingdom of Suleman. And Suleman did not disbelieve, but the devils
disbelieved. They used to teach the people sorcery and that which was sent
down to the two angels at Babylon--Harut and Marut-—-yet these two
taught none until they had said: "Surely we are only a trial, so do not
disbelieve." But they kept on learning from these two (the magic) whereby
they used to cause separation between a man and his wife; and they were
not to harm therewith anyone except with Allah's permission, and they
learnt what would harm them and not profit them. And certainly they
knew that whoever practice it shall have no share in (the enjoyments of)
the Hereafter. And definitely vile is that whereby they have sold
themselves; would that they had known!

The devils at the time of Suleman (Solomon) (As) used to ascend to
the heaven and eavesdrop on news regarding the Unseen matters.
Then they would convey it to the soothsayers, who added a lot of
lies in it. The soothsayers then recorded these words in books
which were later on hidden by Prophet Suleman (As). After his
death, the devils tempted the people to dig out those books,
buried under Prophet Suleman’s throne. Then these devils made
the Children of Israel believe that Suleman (AS) was a sorcerer and
he ruled and controlled the kingdom with this magic (May Allah
curse the Jews for what they say). When Allah revealed the
Qur’an, the Jews disputed in these matters, and did not believe
Suleman (AS) to be a Prophet of Allah. That is why Allah says that
it was not Suleman (AS) who ruled with magic and sorcery. On the
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contrary, the devils taught magic to people. And Allah sent two
angels Harut and Marut to Babylon (23], who would teach the
people magic, as a test for them, but they did not teach them
anything without saying that it was a test from their Lord. When
someone came to them to learn magic, they would discourage them
and warn them that they would become disbelievers, but despite
the warnings from the angels, the people continued to learn magic
and indulge in evil acts, which included the separation of spouses.
“And they were not to harm therewith anyone except with Allah's
permission”, meaning, the sorcerers' magic never brings harm to
anyone except by Allah’s leave. “And they learnt what would harm
them and not profit them”. This in effect means that it harmed their
religion even more, and did not benefit them at all. “And certainly
they knew that whoever practice it shall have no share in (the
enjoyments of) the Hereafter” i.e. they knew that it had been
prohibited in the Torah, but still persisted with learning the
magic. Thus Allah says, “And definitely vile is that whereby they
have sold themselves; would that they had known”! This means
that what they have preferred i.e. magic and sorcery, over faith
and belief in the Messenger of Allah (SAW), is indeed a loss in this
world and in the Hereafter, but they do not understand.
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(103) And if they had believed and Quarded themselves (against evil), the

reward from Allah would have been definitely better; would that they
could understand!

i.e. had they followed the Messenger and the Book of Allah,
instead of the devils and their sorcery, they would have got a
better reward in the Hereafter, but they had become so stubborn
in their arrogance and deviance, that they did not understand.

Endnotes

[22] Ibid, narrated by Ibn Abbas.

[23] After the Jews were ousted from Jerusalem, during the reign of Nabu
Kad Nazar, they settled in Babylon, and that is when Allah sent
these angels to them.





