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Dr Israr suggests
‘Mazhabi

Mahaz’

LAHORE, March 10: Dr Israr
Ahmad, Ameer, Tanzim-i-Islami on
Mondav  called upon  all the
pohitico-religious, and solely religi-
s organisations of Pakistan to
forge a “Muttahida Marhabi
Mahaz (United Religious Front
Lo wage i concerted struggle fos
safepuarding ar least the ‘apgreed
religious and the hasic
tentets of Islam”

In a Press statement DroJsrar
satd, “experience so far, has shown
that it is not possible for rival polin
cal parties (o unite oo a positive
political programme which may re-
sult in rhe victory of Islam-loving
forcesin elections and then enforee
[slam in the country.

This is the only reason why a
signmificant advancement could not
be made towirds the enfercement
of Islam in Pakistan, he added.

Taking advantage of this sorrv
state  of  affairs, the modem
educated persons, whoe were by and
large deeply imfluenced by the
western ideologies, civilisation and
culture, used rather, mis-used the
name of Islam and deprived the
Mushims of Pakistan even of the
personal religious freedom which
they had enjoved under the British
regine.,

He cited the example of the In-
dian Muslims, aguinst whose un
ited protest India’s powerful Gov
ernment, had to vield and accept
their religious demands, inspite of
Indian Sapreme Court judgement.

Fxpiaining his proposal, Dr Israr
sald rhat the proposed “Mahaz”
should fimit trs activities ta certatn
specified and agreed religious is.
sues and suppested that all dea

Issues

sions be taken with a consensus as
far as possible.

He hoped rhat such a ‘Mahaz’
could form the basis of a bigger al-
liance of the religicus parties in the
future and might be an instrument
in removing the misunderstand-
ings which surface occasionally be-
cause of lack of communication
among the leaders.
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Formation of a united
religious front urged

LAHORE, March 10: Dr. Israr
Ahmud. Ameer, Tanziim--Istami,
taday called upon all the polinco-
religious organisations of Pakistan
to forge a “Muttahida Mazhabt
Mahaz” (United Rebigious Front)
to wage & voncerted struggle for
safeguarding at lteast the agreed
religious issucs and the basic tenets
of [slam.

In a press statement the Ameer,
Tanzim-i-Istami szid: ‘Experience
so tur has shown that 1tis not possi-
ble tor nival political parties to
unite an o positive political pre-
gramme which may result in the
victory of Islam-loving forces in
clections and thep enforee Islamin
the country. Thisis the only reason
why o significant advancement
could not be nade towards the
enforcement of Islam in Pakistan ™
Dr. israr Ahmad added. “Takmg
advantage of this sorty state ol
affarrs, the modern cducated per-
sons, who were hy and  large
deeply mfluenced by the Western
weologies. ervibisation and cul-
ture. used. crather mis-uscd, the
name of Islam and deprived the
Muslims of Pakwstan even of the
personid rehigious frecdom which
they had enjoved under the British
regime:”

D1 st Ahmad sad that ar
woutd abpur well and would be
very encouraging it the politico-
religious partics make a positive
response ta the wamty call of Mian
Tufa] Mubhammad tor the suke of
enforaing  Islam i the country,

“AT the moment unity among the
various parties, based on religion,
for the safeguard of the Mushim
personal law and tenets of Islam is
a must and the dire need of the
time.” Dr. Israr Ahmad added. * if
thisisignored, the responsibility of
the sericus consequences will rest
on the leaders of the religious par-
ties.”

Citing the example of the Indian
Muslims, against whose united
protest India's powerfu! Govern-
ment, had to yield and accept their
religious demands in spite of
Indian Supreme Court judgement,
Dr. Israr Ahmad emphasised on

the formation of a Muttahida Maz-

habi Mahaz.

Explaining his proposal, Dr.
Istar Ahinad said that the propo-
sed “Mahaz” should nmitits activi-
ties to certain specified and agreed
religious issues and suggested that
all decistons be taken with a con-
sensus as far as possible.

He hoped that such a “Mahaz
could form the basis of a bigger
alliance of the religious parties in
the future and might be an instru-
ment in removing the misunder-
standings which surface occasio-
nally because of lack of communi-
cation among the lcaders. He assu-
red that he and his supporters
would not seck any office and
would deem it an henour and a pri-
vitege 1o offer any services asked
for. 1 a4 Muttaluds  Mazhabi
Muhaz were formed.- <PPI

The Frontier Post
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Violence bmke oul between Mustims
dd Hindus, meanwhile, after a district
Jutge vrdered the Uttar Pradesh govern.
mnl o feopen the Rama Janambhumi
w:nple in the town of Ayodhya, which
Hindus believe to be the birthplace of the
gd Rauma. Muslims say the shrine. which
was closed in 1949 because of earlier reli-
gous clashes. 1s no longer a temple but un
siamic mosgue built by the Mogul Em-
peror Babar, Hindus celebrated the court
decision by lighting candles in windows
and doorways, while hundreds of thou-
sids of pilarims descended on Ayodhya
Is pay homage 1o Rama There were no
ireubles at the shrine—only “joy and won-
der” as the Telepraph of Caloutia de-
seribed it " The ilb-maintaimed and miodest
heuse of God, with peeling puint and bat-
lered galewiys, presents o stringe wight
woih numerous armed bt reverentlly
horefooted policemen keeping i coer
e sancium alongside the panda. win

iz evidentiy very pleased with the sudden
idow of mlgrims.” Butim 044 Dein aned
b e crtes in dammu and Kashnge Ut

I adesh and Madhya Pradesh, 15 peu e
licd 1 Mushim-Ehindua strle
chonee oocuried in Kashmar

Thew st
whiore S (w0

Moashme agnators charged throuh ol
hices. burning and looting Hindu ten s
M ind "u\r‘.n.a.

Mustis were also Jdivided g

Fomselves over Gandhi's support 1oy
B Larhentary bill that would nulitty oo
“eat court ruling permittting a divorced
Moslim woman to ¢laim ahmoeny fiom
e boshand. The verdict has been casti
Beod by conservative Musiims as an
hewement on Islam's “personal baws.”
“lich-do not accord women such rights

A Torrent of Troubles

Muore Tiheral Muslims, on the other hand.,
suppeet the court's decision and are an-
gered that Congress (1) 1s seeking o
(hwart 1t The dispute last week reached
it the Cabinet, with Minister of State
for Energy Arf Mohammad Khan re-
signing o show his disapproval. Gandht
was not dissuaded. arguing that the gov-
ernrment had long recognized the right of
Jifferent religions to have their own laws
on persenal conduct. India’s strength, he
sdid. “lay in encouraging every religion
and not in suppressing any."”

Given such lensions, the one-day gen-
eral strike called by opposition parties in
midweek posed the danger of even more
vonflict, But although the protesters shut
down shops, schools and universities in 16
states and police arrested §,000 people for
picketing and obstructing traffic, the
strike was relatively peaceful. Apparentiy
realizing, too late, that it had handed the
opposition 4 potent issue around which (o
uriite, the government parually rescinded
sante prce hikes on p o doleum products.,

But both Gandh and Fiance Minis-
et VP Singh argued that the increases
were necessary W avond - ogtting develop-
reoert funds i the new tive-year plan.
Pt Chard decision,” sawd Singh, was

ade ” because of our commitment to the

e 7o ws new budget, presented to
Partament late last week, the govern-
meent asked for tax cuts on lower Incomes
and tugher duties on such luxury items as
datciiabiles, televisions and alr condi-
Loners thereby seeking o rebut charges
it the poor were bearing an unfalr share
af the burden: - By Marguerite Johnson.
Reported by N.N. Sharma/New Deibi
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