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Surat at -Taghaboon.:

Preliminary Points (Tathakur):
I. The ayaat in each surah are linked by a common theme.
IL. Islahi divides the Qut'an into 7 groups. Each group has at least 1 Meccan and 1 Medina surah. Surat at-
Taghaboon is in the 6" group.
A. Group 1:
1. Meccan:
a. Surat al-Fatitha
2. Medini:
a. Surat al-Baqara
b. Surat Ali-Imraan
c. Surat an-Nisa'
d. Surat al-Maida
B. Group 2: equal balance between Meccan and Medini surahs.
1. Meccan
a. Surat al-An'am
b. Surat al-'araaf
2. Medini
a. Surat al-Anfaal
b. Surat at-Taubat
C. Group 3
D. Group 4
E. Group 5
F. Group 6: also relatively balanced
1. Meccan: Some of the most beautiful surahs regarding poetic style.
a. Surat Qaaf
b. Surat adh-Dhariyaat
c. Surat at-Toor
d. Surat an-Najm
e. Surat al-Qamar
f. Surat ar-Rahmaan - "Bride of the Qur'an"
g. Surat al-Wagqi'ah
2. Medini: these 10 Medini surahs are the biggest collection of Medini surahs (in terms of the number). Also,
these 10 surahs are the most important surahs in terms of addressing Muslims. Allah directly addresses
the Muslims in these surahs.
a. Surat al-Hadeed
b. Surat al-Mujadalah
c. Surat al-Hashr
d. Surat al-Mumtahanah
e. Surat as-Saff
f. Surat al-Jumu'ah
g. Surat al-Munafiqoon: most comprehensive surah on the subject of nifaaq and the symptoms of
nifaaq.
h. Surat at-Taghaboon: most comprehensive surah on real Imaan and the fruits of real Imaan.
1. Surat at-Talaq
j. Surat at-Tahreem
G. Group 7:
III. Imaan has two opposites:
A. Kufr - openly disbelieve
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B. Nifaaq - claim to believe with the tongue but don't believe in the heart.
C. In Islam, first we negate the falsehood and then affirm the truth.
1. Shahada - 1a illaha illa Allah.
2. Kufr bi-taghoot wa Imaan billah.
3. Consistent with this theme, the Qut'an treats Nifaaq in Surat al-Munafiqoon which directly precedes Surat
at-Taghaboon (dealing with real Imaan).
IV. Overview: Note the logical sequence
A. Summary of Imaan and its constituent parts: ayaat 1 — 7.
B. Forceful call to believe: ayaat 8 — 10.
C. Fruits of Imaan: ayaat 11 — 15.
D. Forcetul call to act: ayaat 16-18.

Tafseer:

L 1" ruku" ayaat 1 - 10.
A. Structure: Comprehensive overview of Imaan — constituent parts of Imaan.

1. Ayaat 1-4: Summary of Imaan billah (tawheed and the attributes of Allah)

2. Ayaat 5+6: Summary of Imaan bir-Risalah (institution of Prophethood).

3. Ayat 7: Imaan bil-Akheera.

4. Ayaat 8-10: Strong call to believe in Allah, Risalah, and Akheera.

5. Interestingly, this same general structure and sequency can be found in one of the earliest sermons given by
the Prophet (SAWS). After the order was given to Muhammad (SAWS) to warn his close relatives,
Muhammad (SAWS) invited his relatives to his home for dinner. Abu Lahab interrupted when the
Prophet (SAWS) began to speak, so the Prophet (SAWS) invited his relatives to a second dinner. (note
that the Prophet (SAWS) was not daunted by the failure in the first attempt and proceeded to convey the
message as best he could). In this speech, the Prophet (SAWS) conveyed the following points:

a. Before delivering the message, the Prophet (SAWS) emphasized his trustworthiness and character.

b. Imaan billah: conveyed the message of tawheed - no god but Allah.

c. Imaan bir-Risalah: Asserted that he was the Messenger of Allah for you (Qur'aish and Arabs
specifically - and for humanity in general).

d. Imaan bil-Akheera: 'l swear by Allah that you will all die just as you sleep then you will be
resurrected just as you wake up in the morning, then you will be held accountable for your deeds
and then you will receive the reward/punishment for your deed - either jenna or hellfire.

0. Interspersed through the first 11 ayaat is Imaan bil-Qadr.

a. In this surat, there are 5 references to Allah being all knowing — for Allah, time is irrelevant — His
knowledge extends to the past, present and future.

b. Imaan bil-Qadr is not explicitly mentioned as a distinct article of faith in the Qur’an. Explicit
mention comes from Hadeeth.

c. Hadeeth Jibreel:

1. Jibreel comes to the Prophet in the form of a man and asks the Prophet about Islaam, Imaan,
Thsaan?
ii. In this hadeeth, the Prophet (SAWS) identifies the articles of Imaan — including Imaan bil-Qadr.
iii. Labelelled “Ummul-Hadeeth” - mufasireen say that this hadeeth has the same relevance to
hadeeth as surat al-Fatiha has to the Qur’an.
B. Imaan billah: Ayaat 1-4.

1. Tasbeeh - glorifying Allah:

a. Note: 6 of the 10 Medini surahs in this collection start with the root word sabaha.

% b. Root: Sabaha/yusabihu: to swim/float. Doesn't loose its level. Something floating in the water or
g orbiting in the heavens, but does not loses it's level/orbit.

:

b i. Surat al-Anbiyaa, ayat #33 & Surat Ya-Seen, ayat #40 refer to the orbiting of the celestial bodies.
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ii. For example, the scales of a goldsmith are designed to measure in ounces and grams. They have
no way of quantifying something that weighs tons.
4. Allah has created you - some among you are believers, some are disbelievers. In a sense, Allah is saying isn
it amazing that Allah created all of you and yet some of you choose to disbelieve.

a. Allah sees all that you do - warning that your deeds are witnessed and implies that there will be
accountability.

b. Allah created the heavens and the earth in truth - bil-haq. Then He shaped and carved you into
beautiful shapes.

i. Everything is created with a purpose (Recall surat Ali-'Imraan, # 191).
ii. Is it possible that Allah created you and gave you beautiful shapes for nothing? Is our life
purposeless?
ii. Is it possible that there can be no punishment for those who degrade this beautiful human
nature?

c. Know that to Him is your return. The purpose of your life is to serve your Creator, to whom you

will return and be held accountable for this worldly life.
5. Allah is all-knowing:

a. All of creation

b. What you express

c. What you hide - in full consciousness

d. What is in your subconscious - you may not even be aware of it.

C. Imaan bir-Risalah: ayaat 5+06.
1. Ayat #5 gives a terse summary of the accounts of previous prophets.
a. Qur'an tells us that Allah sent a Prophet to every town/nation.
b. 2 punishments to those nations that reject the Messengers of Allah:
1. destroyed in this world
ii. painful torment in the Hereafter.
2. Ayat #6: This punishment befalls them because the messengers came to them with clear proofs and signs -
bayinaat.
a. 2 ways the messengers brought clear proofs (bayinaat):
1. miracles
ii. message itself is truth - which is clear and self-evident.

b. One of the biggest obstacles to belief (particularly among the ignorant, poets, and leaders) is the
notion that human beings cannot be Messengers of Allah conveying divine truth. People seem to
think that there is a contradiction between divine messengership and humanity.

1. Those who reject the messenger because he is human - Kufr:
1. Response of those who reject: Will mere human beings lead/guide us?
2. Existing leadership feels threatened by the institution of prophethood.
3. Surat al-Mu'minoon: chieftans accuse Nuh (AS) of being a power-secker, and claim that
they would believe if an angel were sent to them instead.
ii. Those who believe the messenger but cannot accept that he is merely a human - shirk.
1. Jews believed Uzair (AS) was the son of Allah.
2. Christians believed Esau (AS) was the son of Allah.
D. Imaan bil-Akheera: ayat #7.
1. Za'ama - assert. ???
2. Allah responds to the disbelievers in very powerful terms.
a. Note the emphatic language:
1. Allah orders the Prophet (SAWS): "Say" - imperative.
ii. Balaa: Yeah!
iii. Wa Rabee: Verily by my Lord!
iv. Latub'athunna: you will surely be raised
v. Thuma latunabba'unna bimaa 'amiltum: then you will surely be informed of all that you did.
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g i. For example, when the final command that wine is haram came in surat al-Maida, ayat #93, the
g companions became very concerned that they used to drink the negis wine. (like when the
(Z_% change of Qibla came). — taqwa was the driving force for a mo’min.
(@ ii. 3 stages of religious activity — form Hadeeth Jibreel:
g 1. Islaam: say shahada (i.e. Bedouin Arabs — not believers, only Muslims).
(Z_% 2. Imaan:

(@ 3.1hsaan: when Imaan reaches the level that you live as if you are seeing Allah with your
g own eyes, or at least know at all times that Allah is seeing you (tagqwa).
(Z}} iii. Obey, then hqve taqwa, believe and do good deeds, then again have tagwa and believe and again
&Q have taqwa and do good deeds with ihsaan.
g c. “As much as you can’ — try to remain conscious of Allah at every moment.
(Z}} i. When surat Ali-‘Imraan, ayaat #102 was revealed — ‘attaquu Allah haqqa tuqaatihi’ (have taqwa of
&Q Allah as much as is His right — some of the companions became very concerned. How was it
g possible to have the true level of taqwa, as much as is Allah’s right.
(Z}} ii. Allah then sent this revelation in Surat at-Taghaboon, ordering the believers to have tagwa — as
&Q much as you can. Great relief to the sahaba.
(CZ% iii. Even the Prophet (SAWS) couldn’t meet the rights of Allah — in a hadeeth the Prophet (SAWS)
(% is reported to have made the du’a saying ‘I couldn’t know You as is Your right to be known, I
((% couldn’t fulfill the worship of You as is Your right to be worshipped’.
® 2. Listen and

g 3. Obey: actually two separate acts, but constitute 1 organic whole.

(Cg a. Both terms are generally used together, constituting 1 organic whole. The phrase is repeated several
® times in the Qut’an:

8 :

®] i. Surat al-Baqara, #285

B ii. Surat an-Nisaa, #46

5 . Surata saa,

" iii. Surat al-Maida, #7

& : ’

®] iv. ?? Surat an-Noort, #51

g b. Essential and inevitable part of Imaan:

(Z_% 1. If you believe in Allah then listen and obey

((% ii. If you believe in Muhammad as the Messenger of Allah, then listen and obey.

iz ‘an (Surat al-Ahzab?): it i t f believi that when Allah and Hi
2 iii. Qur'an (Surat al-Ahzab?): ‘it is not for a believing man or woman that when Allah an S
((% messenger have decided something, that they have any other choice/option.

(@ 1. Whenever a command comes, no option but to obey — military discipline.

g 2. Whoever disobeys has gone astray.

(Z}} iv. Surat an-Nisaa’, #65: Nay, by your Lord, they can never be a mu’min until they accept you as the
(@ final authority in all matters which arise among them, and then they shouldn’t find any ill-
e feeling in their hearts regarding the judgement you have passed.

R ) 8 g the judg y P

® . Hadeeth: none of you can be a mu’min unless his desires/wishes become subordinated to what I
2 y

&Q (the Prophet) have brought (shat’ia/book).

g i. Hadeeth: whoever declares halal something which the Qur’an has declared to be haram, he has
(Z}i no faith in the Qur’an.

&Q ii. Quran: When Haj was declared to be mandatory upon whoever could afford it — they had to do
(CZ% it, it is now fard. If, after being able to perform Haj, you do not do it, it is a sign of Kufr.

% iii. Hadeeth (al-Harith): Prophet said I order you to do 5 things (In another narration, the ‘Prophet
5 . .

& said Allah has ordered me to order you these 5 things):

‘/i 1. Jam’ah

E 2. Listen

g

5

: 3. Obey

B 4. Hijra

g 5. Jihad fi sabeelillah.

d c. To whom is the listening and obeying?

% 1. Essentially, obedience is for Allah and no one else. Obey Allah directly by following the Qur’an.
@ 9
g
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e. Aside — often the Qur’an draws our attention to 4 things. For example, surat al-Asr highlights 4
conditions for salvation, the last ayat of surat al-Haj, and others. This number 4 seems to have some
significance, though we are not sure why.

E. Ayat # 18: summary?
1. ‘aalimul ghaib wash-shahada: knower of hidden and visible

a. hidden: Allah, angels, Akheera, jinn, etc.

b. Allah knows everything you can see and everything you can’t see; everything you know about and
everything that you have no idea about.

2. Al-*Azeez (absolute authority) & Al-Hakeem (absolute wisdom)

a. In this collection of Medini surahs, 6 surahs begin with tasbeeh of Allah. In 4 of these 6 surahs, the
names Al-‘Azeez’ and ‘Al-Hakeem’ are in the beginning. In two of the 6, these names are included
at the end. This is one of the 2 and Surat al-xxx is the other.

b. These attributes should also be considered in light of how the surah begins — ‘lahul mulk’ —
sovereignty belongs to Allah.

1. Emphasizes Islam as a political system.

1. Allah is the only rightful ruler of this world, and Allah is the only one with the power and
wisdom to rule this world.

2. Anyone else who claims sovereignty is in rebellion against Allah and committing
oppression in the land. It is our obligation to suppress this rebellion.

ii. For humans, absolute power corrupts absolutely. Therefore, political institutions have developed
with checks and balances to prevent this. Allah, on the other hand, has absolute power. This
absolute power is perfectly balanced by his absolute wisdom (Al-Hakeem).

iii. This pair of attributes are complimentary and reinforce the unity of Allah — Allah does not need
others to check His power and authority. He alone is all-powerful and all-wise.

iv. Editor's Comment: (i.e. don’t need Jesus (AS) or some other savior to represent
mercy/justice).
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