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Q: There are statements by some people, which are atiributed fo
the government. for example, the statements of Dr. Israr
Ahmad.

A: Now you see, Dr. Israr is a controversial figure. 1 happened to
know Dr. Israr 15 years ago and I know him as a Quranic
scholar, not Islamic. He used to describe the Tafseer of the
Quran on Friday mornings. I also went sometimes in
Lahore, Karachi sometimes. That is how I knew Dr. Israr.
When we started this Islamization process, we were looking
Jor such individuals. So, we picked Dr. Israr. He came on
television. He never spoke anything other than the Tafseer of
the Quran and in very clear terms. Unobjectionable,
non-controversial issues. The same Dr. Israr, when he comes
out of television stands up in Lahore and asks me to stop
cricket. The same Dr. Israr goes up in a meeting in Karachi
and says "ban the women's organizations." So, he is a
controversial figure and one you should not take seriously. |
only respect Dr. Israr for his knowledge of the Quran, and
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that is all. But even there we came to know a little later his
controversial sayings and that is why he is a man who is
controversial and we can't bring him.

Q: I think his demand for stopping cricket must have created
more alarm than many of his other demands.

A:  And you know, it happened face to face. It is not that he sent

me a message. 1 was in Lahore on a Friday, I went to a
mosque close by where Dr. Israr was present. So, we said
Juma prayers together, and after the prayers, when we were
having dua, Dr. Israr stood up, there were 400 or 500
people, and he said: " Mr. President! Can | have your
permission to say something?"[ thought, he is prebably
going to talk what is Islam and I said, " Yes, Dr. Israr." So,
he stood up and said, "My dear countrymen, my dear
brothers-in-Islam, in your presence, I am going te request
the President of Pakistan for one favor, for one fhing. good
that we can do in this country." I was very excited. I said,
"What? "And he said, "Mr. President, may I request you fo
please stop cricket in Pakistan, because for five days
during the match, people forget everything, including
Namaz. Ban cricket." [ listened to him and I walked eut.
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