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Unseen war
By: Ramzy Baroud

Israel is meticulously following a textbook model of
instigating unrest in the occupied West Bank. The
latest such proveocations consisted of stripping the
Palestinian-run Hebron (Al-Khalil) municipality of
its administrative powers over the venerable
Ibrahimi Mosque. Worse, according to Israel
Hayom, it granted these powers to the religious
council of the Kiryat Arba Jewish settlement, an
extremist settler body.

Though all Jewish settlers in occupied Palestine can
be qualified as extremists, the approximately 7,500
inhabitants of Kiryat Arba represent a more
virulent category. This settlement, established in
1972, serves as a strategic foothold to justify
subjecting Hebron to stricter military control than
virtually any other part of the West Bank.

Kiryat Arba is infamously linked to Baruch
Goldstein, the US-Israeli settler who, in February
1994, unleashed a horrific attack. He opened fire at
Muslim worshipers kneeling for dawn prayer at the
Ibrahimi Mosque, mercilessly killing 29. This
bleodbath was swiftly followed by another, where
the Israeli army brutally cracked down on
Palestinian protesters in Hebron and across the
West Bank, murdering an additional 25
Palestinians.

Yet, the Israeli Shamgar Commission, tasked with
investigating the massacre, resolved in 1994 that
the Palestinian mosque, a site of profound religious
significance, was to be grotesquely divided: 63%
allocated to Jewish worshipers and a mere 37% to
Palestinian Muslims.

Since that calamitous decision, oppressive
restrictions have been systematically imposed.
These include pervasive surveillance and, at times,
unjustifiable, extended closures of the site, solely
for exclusive settler use.

The latest decision, described by Israel Hayom as
“historic and unprecedented,” is profoundly
dangerous. It places the fate of this historic
Palestinian mosque directly into the hands of those
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fanatically keen on acquiring the holy site in its
entirety.

But the Ibrahimi Mosque is merely a microcosm of
something far more sinister underway across the
West Bank. Israel has exploited its war in Gaza to
dramatically escalate its violence, carry out mass

arrests, confiscate wvast tracts of land,
systematically destroy Palestinian farms and
orchards, and aggressively expand illegal

settlements.

Though the West Bank, previously largely subdued
by joint Israeli military pressures and Palestinian
Authority crackdowns, was not a direct party to the
October 7, 2023, assault nor the ongoing Israeli
genocide in Gaza, it has inexplicably become a
major focus for Israeli military measures.

In the first year of the war, over 10,400 Palestinians
were detained in Israeli army crackdowns, with
thousands held without charge. Furthermore,
hundreds of Palestinians have been forcibly
ethnically cleansed, largely from the northern West
Bank, where entire refugee camps and towns have
been systematically destroyed in protracted Israeli
military campaigns.

Israel’s overarching aim remains the strangulation
of the West Bank. This is achieved by severing
communities using ubiquitous military
checkpoints, imposing total closures of vast
regions, and the cruel suspension of work permits
for Palestinian laborers, who are almost entirely
dependent on the Israeli work market for survival.
Excerpted: ‘Beyond Gaza’s Shadow: The Unseen
War for the West Bank’s Future’.

Courtesy: Counterpunch.org

About the Author: Dr. Ramzy Baroud is a US-
Palestinian journalist, media consultant, author,
and internationally syndicated columnist. He is the
Editor of Palestine Chronicle (1999-present),
former Managing Editor of the London-based
Middle East Eye, former Editor-in-Chief of The
Brunei Times, and former Deputy Managing Editor
of Al Jazeera Online.
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