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In this spirit that this petition is being filed and the petitioner

believes that Allah and Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) will be
pleased with all those who will strive to achieve this noble case

and will be displeased who will show reluctant in the matter.

It is therefore, respectfull prayed that a declaration may be made
to the effect that interest (Ribah) in all its forms 1s Haram/
prohibited in Islam and the Government of Pakistan may be
directed to take prompt measures for the eradication of the evil of
(Ribah) interest from the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
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in a future life, but has also brought practical
answers to the problems of this-worldly life.
And surely we do need concrete facts. In
today’s situation of crisis, the call for renewal,
change, and progress is heard everywhere. The
Prophet Muhammad (S44W) is the prime
example of a personality who understood how
to bring about revolutionary progress and build
a community of true brotherhood. For
example, his address on the occasion of the
Farewell Pilgrimage epitomizes the climax of
his mission, in which he said: “An Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab, nor has a non-
Arab over an Arab. You are all bom of Adam,
This
universalism 1s also depicted subtly in the

and Adam was made out of clay.”

above cited Qur’anic ayaat; both address all
and thus make the
fundamental facts shared by all human beings.

humanity explicit
The role of an important pillar of Islam, Hajj,
1s also very significant in this context. The
spirit of Hajj is the spirit of sacrifice of
vanities, dress and personal appearance, pride
birth, origin,
accomplishments, work or social status. It
signifies the brotherhood of all Mushims,
demonstrated in the greatest of all international

relating  to national

assemblies. The privileged cast away their
arrogance and pride because they know it is a
sin to be harsh or scomnful to one’s bother. In
bridging the gap between man and man,
forgiveness (which is closely related with
tagwa) plays an essential part. Magnanimity is
a sign of strength.

Ref: An excerpt from the English
translation of the Book ale (el ;3 (12 byDr
Israr Ahmad (RAA4): “The Qur’an and
World Peace” [Translated by Dr. Absar
Ahmad]
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Cordial relations among

the nations of the world

The desire for world peace and cordial
relations among the nations of the world led to
the formation of “League of Nations™ in the
early part of this centwry. But it failed
miserably and ceased to exist after a few years
because of the utterly selfish and inhuman
attitude of some of the member countries. The
yearning for peace and amicability in
international relations persisted and it again
resulted in the formation of a world body
known as the “United Nations Organization.”
It 1s an open secret, however, that it too has
failed to achieve its purpose. Most resolutions
passed by the UNO are not implemented in
clear defiance of its Charter. Even though it
has a prestigious paraphemalia of offices and
divisions, its efficacy as a custodian of peace
has never been up to the mark.

If we look at the matter from the right
perspective, we realize that only Islam can
meet the challenge of the time. The failure of
peace-making world bodies like the UNO lies
in the fact that these cannot possibly offer a
ground for treating vartous national and ethnic
groups as equal partners in the community of
nations. Islam, on the other hand, gives us two
such fundamental concepts which alone can
bind the human race in one single totality. It
tells us that all human beings living on the
surface of this earth come from one primordial
pair — Adam and Eve (May Allah’s SWT
peace and blessing be on them)— and as such
they are like members of one family. Again,

the Creator of all 1s Allah (SWT) and as such
they are all equal in His sight. White people
have no superiority over colored nations, nor
have Western nations any ground to boast
against the Eastern ones. Islam totally negates
all baseless values and attitudes which treat
some people as inferior to others in any respect
whatsoever.

The contents of verse 13 of Surah Al-Hujurat:
O mankind! We created you from a
single (pair of a) male and a female,
and made you into nations and tribes,
so that you may know each other.
Verily the most honored of you mn the
sight of Allah 1s (one who 1s) the most
righteous of you.... (4/-Hujurat 49:13)

have appeared in reverse order in the first ayah

of Surah Al-Nisa thus:

O mankind! Be mindful of your Guardian-
Lord Who created you from a single
person. Created, of like nature, his mate
and from them twain scattered countless
men and women. Be mindful of Allah
through Whom you demand (your mutual
nights), and (be mindful of violating
relations based on) the wombs; for Allah
ever watches over you. (4/-Nisa 4:1)

All our mutual rights and duties, according to

Islam, are referred to Allah (SWT). We are His

creatures; His will is the standard and measure

of good, and our duties are measured by our
conformity to His Will. The Prophet of Islam

(S4AW) has not only shown a way to salvation
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