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TANZEEM-E-ISLAMI REPLY TO THE JAMESTOWN FOUNDATION ARTICLE
“Pakistan’s Tanzeem-e-Islami and Its Troublesome Extremist Links”

PRELUDE

On November 10, 2017, The Jamestown Foundation (a US based think tank https://jamestown.org/)
published an article about Tanzeem-e-Islami in its Terrorism Monitor Volume: 15 Issue: 21 titled
Pakistan’s Tanzeem-e-Islami and Its Troublesome Extremist Links authored by Farhan Zahid
(https://jamestown.org/program/pakistans-tanzeem-e-islami-troublesome-extremist-links/).
article was a clear example of a pre-existing bias that sinisterly maligned Tanzeem-e-Islami and falsely
associated it with terrorism. Tanzeem-e-Islami has tried to contact The Jamestown Foundation, to no
avail we must add, on more than one occasions regarding the fantasy propagated in the article in the
name of ‘research’, so that the record could be set straight. In that regard, we are reproducing our latest
endeavor below, so that even if The Jamestown Foundation continues to turn a deaf ear to our requests,
at least our readers may know the truth and make an informed decision regarding the veracity of the
article by written by Farhan Zahid and the ‘facts’ presented in it.

The

B The Jamestown Foundation published an article
about Tanzeem-e-Islami in its Terrorism Monitor
Volume: 15 Issue:21 on November 10, 2017 titled
Pakistan’s Tanzeem-e-Islami and Its Troublesome
Extremist Links authored by Farhan Zahid
(https://jamestown.org/program/pakistans-
tanzeem-e-islami-troublesome-extremist-links/)
which is still available on its website. The article is
based on mere conjectures and references other
newspaper articles with no evidence whatsoever
presented either by The Jamestown Foundation
article or by the original articles referenced by it.
Statements are attributed to ‘a high official’ etc.
etc. In our view, this is a clear example of a pre-
existing bias being presented as research. This
article has needlessly maligned Tanzeem-e-Islami
and falsely associated it with terrorism. A fair
review of our response below will undoubtedly
result, we are confident, in the Jamestown
Foundation correcting its view of Tanzeem and
removing the article from its website.

The article brackets Tanzeem-e-Islami with Jamaat
ul  Momineen, Hizbut Tahrir and other
organizations from the very onset. Jamaat ul
Momineen is an unknown entity. A search on the
internet reveals no organization by that name.
Hizbut Tahrir is banned in Pakistan since 2004.
Tanzeem-e-Islami has no links with any proscribed
or terrorist organization.

Tanzeem-e-Islami’s aim is to establish an Islamic
Welfare State on the lines of Khilafat-e-Rashida

(the reign of first 4 caliphs after the demise of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the context of the
modern age. Tanzeem’s view is that the
government in a Muslim country is responsible to
Implement Islam in its totality and if it shirks its
responsibility, as does the government of Pakistan,
then the population should pressurize it to
implement Shariah law. However, Dr. Israr Ahmad
went to great lengths to explain that opposition of
the government today does not amount to sedition
against the state. This is so because the institutions
have developed to the extent that the government
and the state are two separate entities.Dr Israr
Ahmad also emphasized that the qualitative and
quantitative differences in arms and ammunition
made success impossible if a group were to take up
armed  struggle against thestate.Secondly,
terrorism is prohibited in Islam. It is a sinister
ideology and its practical manifestation leads to
fear, chaos and the loss of innocent lives. Islam
does not allow to create corruption on the land and
Tanzeem-e-Islami considers terrorism
unacceptable.

Why Tanzeem is accused of hate-speech! Tanzeem
is openly and clearly against the persecution of the
Palestinians, the grabbing of their land by the
occupying Zionists, the illegal settlements in the
occupied lands and denial of Palestinians their due
rights. While countries like the US, under control of
the Jews, support this unjust occupation many
countries and fair-minded maioritv population of




majority population of the world shares criticism of
this injustice.If support of the just Palestinian cause
is anti-Semitism, then all those countries who
voted for the UN resolution against Israel’s
settlements (United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2334) will have to be labelledanti-
Semitic as well.Similar unjust activities of the Jews
in the past have been criticized in the Quran as well
as in the Bible. Dr. Israr spent his life expounding
the message of Quran. Surely, explaining the
message of the Quran cannot be labelled hate-
speech.

Dr. Israr certainly opined that the Arab World had
degenerated in a religious sense and that the
spiritual nerve center of the Islamic intellectual
movement had shifted to the Indo-Pak
subcontinent. However, in his view, all Muslims in
their respective countries were liable for striving
for establishment of Islamic systems in their
respective countries.

Dr. Israr was a well-known and popular Quran
scholar who was given special qualities for
analyzing and explaining the Quranic message.
There is nothing hidden about him or the message
of Tanzeem. Dr. Israr’s and other Tanzeem leaders’
lectures and books are freely available on line. In
fact, Dr. Israr was one of the first Islamic Scholars
to sanction and emphasize the use of audio-visual
aids for propagating the message of Islam. He did
emphasize imbibing the Quranic message in full
and following it in totality. If someone finds any
part of his speech radical (or Tanzeem’s for that
matter), then he or she must present evidence and
highlight the exact wording and where it is present.
To say that Dr. Israr did not believe in democracy
and electoral politics and he fully supported the
regime of military dictator General Zia ul Haq
between 1977 and 1988 is untrue. Dr. Israr Ahmad
joined Zia ul Haq’s Maijlis Shura in 1981 in order to
be able to advise the government on Islamic
matters but left after a few months only when he
realized that the government was not serious in its
implementation of Islam. He loved the Qur’an and
wasted no opportunity to spread its message. At
the time when the only TV channel was run by the
government, he delivered a weekly Quranic lecture
which became very popular.

Dr. Israr did not consider participation in the
electoral process as un-Islamic. However, he was
convinced, as were many others who left Jamaat-
e-Islami along with him, that the prevalent
democratic svstem and the electoral pbrocess could

not lead to establishment of a true Islamic welfare
state on the lines of the Khalifat-e-Rashida in the
context of the modern age. He criticized’pure’
democracy as practiced in the West since it allows
framing any kind of laws, even those against the
commandments of Almighty Allah. However, he
approved of the system if it were made subservient
to the will of Allah in that any laws repugnant to the
Quran and Sunnah could not be enacted,
something that is already part of the Constitution
of Pakistan. In such a form, he approved of the
democratic system but considered it unsuitable for
making progress towards a just Islamic welfare
state in Pakistan.

Dr. Israr always preached the true message of Islam
and Quran without any compromises and opposed
free mixing among males and na-mahram females.
Where essential, the workplace should be suitable
for observing hijab and be secure. This is indeed the
position of Islam.

Regarding the cases of terrorism mentioned in the
referenced article, the fact is that no member of
Tanzeem-e-Islami has ever been arrested in
connection with IS” Khurasan province or in any
other case related to terrorism. Neither has ever
been accused by the authorities for involvement in
terror financing. If the authorities had indeed
arrested any members of Tanzeem or otherwise
had found any of its members involved in terrorism
in any way, then it would have surely banned
Tanzeem.

Insinuations regarding the alleged connections of
Tanzeem-e-Islami with IS cells operating in Karachi,
Lahore and Sialkot, and other named terrorists are
fabricated and none of them has ever been proven
in any court of law. Had the allegations been true,
Tanzeem-e-Islami  would be a proscribed
organization today, which clearly it is not. It has to
be noted that similar finger-pointing was done by
the Pakistani media, especially the liberal sections
with the ulterior motive of maligning religious
organizations, without any real evidence. Tanzeem
is a Pakistan-wide organization and conducts
Quranic lectures and sessions in many cities which
are open to public.No member of Tanzeem-e-
Islami was involved in Safoora Goth bus shooting of
2015, an incident of terrorism that Tanzeem-e-
Islami vehemently condemned. The brutal
massacre was carried out by members of the
terrorist organization Jamaat Ansarul Shariah
Pakistan (ASP). Tanzeem-e-Islami has no direct or
indirect links whatsoever with anv terrorist




indirect links whatsoever with any terrorist
organization. This fact is already known to Sindh’s
top anti-terror cop and acknowledged on-record by
the Counter-Terrorism Department’s (CTD’s)
Transnational Terrorists Intelligence Group (TTIG)
Incharge Raja Umer Khattab, along with other state
institutions responsible for maintaining law and
order in Pakistan.

Even Sheba Ahmed and another former member of
Tanzeem-e-Islami who, at some point in time, were
investigated for involvement in certain crimes had
left Tanzeem long time prior to any alleged crime
taking place. Clearly, they differed with Tanzeem’s
ideology to warrant exit from it.The fact that any of
the accused were ‘former’ members of Tanzeem-e-
Islami speaks volumes. It is worth noting that they
had left Tanzeem before they committed the
alleged crimes. The question to ask then is why did
they leave Tanzeem? The natural conclusion is that
there was divergence of views between the
individual and the organization. Either the
individual concerned did not find support within
Tanzeem for his views or Tanzeem found him to be
at odds with its own philosophy and expelled him.
Other accused in these cases and referred to in the
article i.e.Habibullah and Mushtaq were never
associated with Tanzeem in any way.

Just like a suspect having previously attended IBA
or Fordham does not make those institutions
responsible, similarly him attending Tanzeem
lectures or being a former member does not make
Tanzeem liable for his crimes. Tanzeem is against
the use of violence as a solution to Pakistan’s
problems. Period. In fact, it considers it a big
problem for the society and does not support it or
preach itin any way. Tanzeem considers a lack of
full adherence to the Islamic System, not
corruption, as the root cause of Pakistan’s
problems.

As for Madrassas, Tanzeem-e-Islami does not run
any whatsoever; contrary to what is falsely stated
in the article. Period. Any teaching and learning
centers associated with Tanzeem-e-Islami are
called “Qur'an Academy” and “Qur’an College”.
Being a responsible religious organization,

Tanzeem-e-Islami ensures that these independent
entities do not allow any militant or extremist
individual, group or organization to infiltrate, let
alone run, any of these teaching and learning
centers, situated in any region of Pakistan. No
mosque or institution affiliated with Tanzeem-e-
Islami is banned or placed on anv watch list

(including the 4" Schedule) by any security or law
enforcement agency of Pakistan.

Tanzeem does believe that Muslims should follow
Islam in letter and spirit in all aspects of their lives.
It calls masses to the Quranic message, tries to
educate them in the complete message of Islam
and to join together in a peaceful struggle for the
establishment of an Islamic government. Khilafat-
e-Rashida is considered by all Muslims as the
Golden period of Islam in the fourteen centuries
after the demise of the Prophet (PBUH). If a
militant organization aims to establish an Islamic
State though militant means, then although the
end-goals of the two organizations maybe
identical, it is wrong to say that “Its ... teachings are
congruent with the ideology of militant Islamist
groups’” as maliciously stated in the article.
Tanzeem teaches non-violence while a militant
organization may be propagating violence.

The whole article seems to have been written with
a prejudiced and prejudged conclusion on the basis
of some loose statements printed by the media. At
places, it appears as if either the writer lacks full
grasp of the subject or is intentionally trying to
twist logic. No effort was made to ascertain facts or
to check the accuracy of these statements. No
evidence has been produced. Several statements
are attributed to CTD with no names as to who in
CTD said it or when.The article is an example of
poor journalistic standards and ethics.

It must be emphasized that while several
organizations including Hizbut Tahrir are banned in
Pakistan, Tanzeem has never been banned or even
warned. This is proof enough that the intelligence
agencies including CTD did not find any evidence
whatsoever against Tanzeem. Several years have
passed since these events and the investigations
must have been concluded by now. An iota of an
evidence against Tanzeem would have resulted in
action against it.

It is appropriate that Jamestown Foundation issue
an apology for unnecessarily maligning Tanzeem as
a terrorist organization and retract the article from
its website immediately.

Note: Authored by the English Section of
Tanzeem-e-Islami




ACEFYL:=

Acefylline piperazine 45mg + Diphenhydramine HCl 8mg

125m

ACEF

SugarFree
COUGHSYRUP

(Acetylline HHIIHMMJ |
Diphenhydramine WG]

Congh And Cold Treaimes
SR |

LA Aa LALAR Y
= e -
l '




