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Talk Shows: The media equivalent of junk food

Trying to pose and busy to promote themselves as
‘opinion makers” the new breed of media
professionals whom we have come to call TV talk
show hosts start opening their chatter shops early
evening on any given day and these bamboozling
shows stretch late into the night. Every single, or at
the best the majority, of these mouth pieces have
an agenda of their own as well as of the owners of
dozens of entrepreneurs who own the private
television channels. The agenda, which may differ
from host to host and channel to channel, is usually
towing the line of whosoever could make the best
offer.

Perhaps nowhere else private TV channels, talk
show hosts included, enjoy such freedom and
liberty to pump so much lust, corruption, greed,
indifference, and ignorance, vulgarity, indecency,
impropriety, and hedonism right into our homes in
the name of news, information, entertainment,
and infotainment. The freedom is so absolute that
private news TV channels in our part of the world
are permitted to telecast dramas, comedy shows,
foreign soap operas, movies, dance, dramas, and a
range of other such programs. If you watch foreign
news channel such as BBC or CNN, you know what
| mean because these news channels could not
even dream of telecasting anything else but news
and news related talk shows and similar programs.
Pursuing an agenda of their own the dozens of
chatter shows disguised as talk shows have so
eroded the social, cultural, religious, and moral
fibers of our society that taboos remains taboos in
our part of the world. In their race for ratings
dozens of these talk show hosts and their bosses
seem hell bent to rid our society of everything
decent. They have created artificial environment
that limits our perception, conditions our pattern
of thought and behavior to view the world through
their eyes and experience life as it pleases them. All
this is immaculately planned to snare us because
the conditioning of our thought pattern and
limiting our levels of self-awareness pleases their

masters whosoever they may be - local, foreign,
state, or non-state characters.

No matter how soft, compassionate and humane
they may appear this horde of talk show hosts
are in competition with each other to come up
with the Ilatest perversion to shock their
audience. This is so because godlessness,
indecency and greed is good for the ‘corporate
culture’ as well as for themselves and their
immediate media bosses. That explains why
everything immoral, indecent and rude has
become a preferred theme for panel discussion,
debate, and analysis by ‘panelists’ who are now
being bestowed the title of experts.

With nothing remaining sacred anymore the
human race faces one of its greatest threat today -
the all-pervading moral and mental pollution that
has thoroughly hollowed the moral, social, and
religious foundations of our society to the core.
The less you watch television in general and talk
shows in particular the more you will be at peace
with yourself and the world because watching
these talks shows deprives you of all the fine
human instincts and feelings to turn you into
nothing but machines that look humane but aren’t.
Just as junk food sickens your body these talk
shows turn you callous and lifeless like vegetables.
These talk shows by intent and design are aimed at
making people sick morally, socially, mentally,
spiritually, and psychological. This is so because the
talk shows hosts here have agendas of their own
chained primary to personal benefits. They have
developed the habits of the rich and the powerful
because they have honed the art of deception to
offer their services as media mercenaries to the
highest bidder. Their salary comes from here; the
perks and luxuries from there; their domestic and
foreign trips plus lodging, boarding, and shopping
from elsewhere; the properties, assets, and
expensive gadgets from here and there; and on and
on.




These talk show hosts, haughty and egocentric as
they are, are infatuated with power, fame,
authority, and world riches and love to mingle with
the powers that be at any given time - of course not
only when on-air but even after hours. No task is
too big for them provided the price is right. The talk
shows hosts in our part of the world have turned
taboos normal; profane decent; immoral moral;
unscrupulous scrupulous - in short bad into good.

Look around and the all-pervasive destruction that
these shallow, showy, and trashy talk shows have
brought on us is all too visible. At best the programs

at worst they are downright degrading. And yet
these destructive programs attract people like

moths because a

population systematically
deprived of even half-decent education, health,
and social security facilities has lots of time to kill.
And that explains Pakistanis romance with a media
which loves to wine and dine with the powertful,
the wealthy, and the mighty and in the process has
become a tool of exploitation itself.

Adapted from: an article written by Syed M. Aslam

Wedding: The Sunnah way...
A life experience shared by a sister

Last year, | had the honor and pleasure of attending a rarity, viz. the Nikkah ceremony in a Masjid
held under the auspices of Tanzeem e Islami, the ‘Rukhsati’ from there and the Walima ceremony the

next day.

The bride and the womenfolk were also in the Masjid who listened to the Nikkah sermon attentively.
There was no formal dinner afterwards (no ‘baraat’) and the bride went to her new home straight

from the Masjid.

The Walima was held in two separate halls for men and women on different floors altogether. The
women guests who had arrived in ‘abayas’ and ‘nikabs’ were transformed completely once they
entered the segregated area, where even the servers were women. Every woman was tastefully
dressed and elegantly made up, in that comfortable all-woman environment.

The bride had never been to a parlor. Her make-up had been done by her own sister and she was
looking prettier than the brides who waste thousands on bridal make-up packages and on top of it
earn a lot of sin by displaying their finery to strange men. This ‘dulhan’ had so much ‘Noor’ on her
face that could only come from having hidden her beauty from ‘na mahram’ eyes. Not one, can you
imagine, not ONE single picture of the bride was taken, not even from her own cell phone or her
sister's. In fact, NOBODY in the hall was taking selfies or photos.

There had of course been no mehndi, no nothing before the Nikkah. Music obviously was out of the
question, unthinkable. No videos, no mad photo shoots afterwards to delight the sinful hearts of ‘na
mahram’ cameramen. No albums made, no statuses uploaded, no likes hoarded, no salamis received.
By now you are probably thinking these people have no life. Shudder! What extremists, such fanatics,
horribly dry people. But no, they have more life in their souls than hundreds of us put together. There
is absolutely nothing missing in their lives. They have a full, purposeful existence; a life full of meaning
and an end replete with beautiful promises from their Master — Allah (SWT).

Written by: Ms. Ayesha Nasimuddin Khawaja
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