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After Trump’s coup, is a Western

LONDON — Not long before Americans
shocked the world by selecting Donald Trump
to be their next president, a wealthy Brazilian
businessman who played a reality-star boss on
television became mayor of South America’s
largest city.

And in Britain, voters with a centuries-long
streak of moderation and pragmatism opted to
ignore the overwhelming advice of experts by
leaping into the abyss of life outside the
European Union.

The populist wave of 2016 that carried Trump
to the pinnacle of international power and
influence didn’t start in the United States. And
it certainly won’t end there.

Instead, the biggest prize yet for a global
movement built on a seemingly bottomless
reserve of political, economic and cultural
grievance is likely to be an accelerant to even
more victories for people and causes bent on
upending the existing world order.

“Success breeds success,” said Mark Leonard,
director of the European Council on Foreign
Relations. “Right now, everyone is susceptible
to it. The drivers seem to be universal.”

And unless something dramatic changes to
curb the populist appeal, a scattering of
surprise victories this year could soon turn into
a worldwide rout — the triumph of those who
preach strong action over rule of Ilaw,
unilateralism instead of cooperation and the
interests of the majority above the rights of
ethnic and religious minorities.

“Their world is collapsing,” tweeted a jubilant
Florian Philippot. senior adviser to French far-

‘populist’ ominous?

right leader Marine le Pen, following Trump’s
victory. “Ours is being built.”

With French presidential elections due next
spring, Le Pen is well placed to add Paris to the
list of world capitals that have fallen to the
populist tide. She is seen as a lock to make it to
the final round of voting, and although her
chances have long been discounted among
political prognosticators in France, that
changed after Trump’s victory.

Well before France votes, Austria could
become the first country to elect a far-right
head of state in Western Europe since 1945
when it picks a president next month. On the
same day, Dec. 4, Italians will vote in a
constitutional referendum that could bring
down the center-left government of Prime
Minister Matteo Renzi — while boosting the
fortunes of the anti-establishment 5-Star
Movement.

Nick Farage (U.K. Independent party leader
and ‘Brexit’ cheerleader) has pledged to help
replicate the electoral success of Brexit and
Trump across the West. The longtime leader of
the anti-immigration U.K. Independence Party
on Saturday became the first British politician
to meet with the president-elect, spending an
hour with him at Trump Tower and later
posting to Twitter a photo of the two men
smiling broadly in front of a set of gilded doors.
“Please don’t for a minute think that the
change ends here,” Farage wrote Friday in

Britain’s mass-circulation Sun tabloid. “Voters
across the Western world want nation state
democracy. proper border controls and to be




controls and to be in charge of their own lives.
Further political shocks in Europe and beyond
are coming.”

The most extreme example, of course, is
Germany, where the country’s election of a
charismatic populist proved catastrophic for
the world.

Because of the country’s Nazi history, its postwar
political system has been designed to defend
minority rights and prevent a majoritarian
takeover. But ‘terrorist attacks by Islamist radicals’
and a record wave of Middle Eastern migrants are
changing the ‘national will’.

The fast-growing Alternative for Germany
party, founded in 2013, has galvanized the
anti-Islam ranks. The AfD unveiled a scathing
denunciation of the faith this year, warning
against “the expansion and presence of a
growing number of Muslims” on German soil.
Adding fuel to the party’'s campaign, German
authorities have arrested more than a dozen
suspected extremists, many of whom entered
Germany by masquerading as migrants.

With national elections next year, the party is
now supported by nearly 1 in 6 voters and has
staged startling gains this year in local elections.
Jurgen Falter, a political scientist and expert on
the far-right, described the party’'s leadership
as “not real neo-Nazis, but rather close.” Its
voter base, however, is larger — an
amalgamation of Germans fearing everything
from foreigners to globalization.

“They managed to get some more moderate
and less moderate people supporting them
who feel threatened by modernization, by
refugees, by Islam,” he said. “And now we are
talking about some Trump voters, as well.”
Even in Germany, the politica' | unthinkable can
no longer be so easily discounted.

Source adapted from: The Washington Post
Note: The editorial team of Nida e Khilafat does
not necessarily agree or endorse all views
expressed in the article.
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