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Quetta carnage: Who is to blame?

The sun dawned with the news of loss of 60
lives in Quetta in yet another national
tragedy, as the country bore brunt of year’s
deadliest militant attack on security forces in
Baluchistan where wounds of Aug 8, 2016
suicide blast were still fresh.

It was 19™ attack on any security installation
or government building by terrorists in past
10 years, but even though we have hardly
learnt a lesson, with no change in our
political, national and social behavior as well
as in the media landscape could be witnessed.
There were same condemnations, blame
games, passing of the buck, years old rhetoric,
totally loud, confused and empty talks, tall
claims and mudslinging, but no confession or
acceptance of responsibility at all.

With constant breaking news and bleeding
red screens in television channels, the
provincial governments of KPK, Punjab and
Baluchistan announced days of mourning,
high-ups flew to the scene, inquired after
injured, had media talks, chaired meetings
and expressed their ‘resolve’ that this would
not happen again.

But is all this enough to console the victim
families?

Each tragedy
scenario after every couple of months and a
trail of questions too, which we refuse to
answer, yet no heads roll as far as the
authorities responsible for averting such
incidents is concerned.

Is anyone from us willing to quit and accept
the responsibility regardless of his rank and
office? Will anyone dare leave his chair only
for the sake of the nation? Would anybody? |
don’t think so, perhaps we have made up our
minds to observe ‘days of mourning’, and we
are happy with it.

T L T g e D s

leaves behind the above

20162 1468/51438 5432141 8 Po et e e T

As was expected, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and army chief General Raheel Sharif reached
Quetta, chaired a high-evel’ security meeting
and directed all law enforcement agencies in
the province to take strict action against
banned outfits.

But dear bigwigs! What about the National
Action Plan? Who is behind making it a
National ‘Inaction” Plan? Did any of the
meeting participants answer about it? Would
anyone bother tell us why these terrorists
with ‘broken backs’ make it every time to
carry out brazen attacks on security forces?
The army and Rangers had pledged to break
the nexus between corruption and terrorism,
so have they done it? What are the obstacles?
Does anyone remember that promise?

“The premier called for better inter-agency
coordination between police, Frontier Corps
and intelligence agencies.”

It means there was no coordination among
law-enforcers, that resulted in the attack. And
if so, which agency/ institution or department
will be held responsible? Will the PM accept
responsibility of inaction at his end?

“It was decided that the matter of Afghan and
Indian intervention in Baluchistan will also be
taken up at a diplomatic level.”

But why did it was not taken up so far? What
we were waiting for? Aren’t the proofs like
captured militants and RAW  officer
Kalbhoshan Yadev inadequate to build our
caseon regional or international level?
Despite pledges to jointly tackle the menace,
is there any serious rift between the civilian
and military leaderships that is serving as
hindrance in the way of rooting out militants.
Questions upon questions, but no answers at
all...

Source Adapted from: an article by Zamir
Hussain Laghari
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