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A brief history of slaughter of Muslims in
Islamophobic India

Violence against Muslims in India occurs
frequently in the form of mob attacks by Hindus.
These attacks are referred to as ‘communal riots’
in India and are seen to be part of a pattern of
sporadic sectarian violence between the majority
Hindu and minority Muslim communities. More
recently, however, various Indian  and
international experts have connected them to a
rise in Islamophobia throughout the 20" and into
the 21% century. Amongthe largest incidents were
the Great Calcutta killings in 1946, Bihar and
Garmukhteshwar in 1946 after Noakhali riot in
East Bengal, the massacre of Muslims in Jammuin
1947, large-scale killing of Muslims following the
Operation Polo in Hyderabad, anti-Muslim riots in
Kolkata in the aftermath of 1950 Barisal Riots and
1964 East-Pakistan riots, 1969 Guijarat riots, 1984
Bhiwandi riot, 1985 Gujarat riots, 1989 Bhagalpur
riots, Bombay riots, Nellie in 1983 and Gujarat riot
in 2002, 2013 Muzaffarnagar riots and 2016
Jammu and Kashmir massacres. These patterns of
violence have been well-established since
partition, with dozens of studies documenting
instances of mass violence against minority
groups. Over 100,000 people have been killed in
Hindu-Muslim ‘communal violence’ since 1950.
According to official figures, there were 6,933
instances of ‘communal violence’ between 1954
and 1982 and, between 1968 and 1980, there
were 530 Hindus and nearly a 60,000 Muslims
killed in a total of 3,949 instances of mass
violence. In 1989, there were incidents of mass
violence throughout the north of India. Praveen
Swami, the renowned Indian historian, believes
these periodic acts of violence against Muslims
have "scarred India's post-independence history"
and have also hindered India's cause in Jammu
and Kashmir with regard to the Kashmir conflict.

In our current discourse, we will limit ourselves to
the incidents of Islamophobia in India that have
caused mass loss of Muslims’ lives, without going
into the Indian atrocities in Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, which in itself is an exhaustive analysis.

+2016..5131625/51438(171(,#29¢23

Moreover, most of the sources for information
regarding the incidents are either official (Indian)
or interational.

Major incidents

1948 Hyderabad (Decan)

When India was partitioned in 1947, about
500,000 people died in communal rioting, mainly
along the borders with Pakistan. But a year later
another massacre occurred in central India, which
until now has remained clouded in secrecy. In
September and October 1948, soon after
independence from the British Empire, tens of
thousands of people were brutally slaughtered in
central India. Some were lined up and shot by
Indian Army soldiers. Yet a government-
commissioned report into what happened was
never published and few in India know about the
massacre. Critics have accused successive Indian
governments of continuing a cover-up. The
massacres took place a year after the violence of
partition in what was then Hyderabad state, in the
heart of India. It was one of 500 princely states
that had enjoyed autonomy under British colonial
rule.

1964 Kolkata

Riots between Hindus and Muslims had left over a
hundred people dead, 438 people were injured.
Over 7000 people were arrested. 70000 Muslims
have fled their homes and 55000 were provided
‘protection” by the state. Muslims in Kolkata
became more ghettoized than ever before in the
aftermath of this riot. Violence was also seen in
rural West Bengal.

1983 Nellie massacre

In the state of Assam in 1983 the Nellie massacre

occurred. Nearly 1,800 Muslims of Bengali origin
were slaughtered by Lalung tribespeople (also
known as Tiwa) at a village called Nellie. It has
been described as one of the most severe
massacre since World War Il with the majority of
victims being women and children, as a result of
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is still a closely guarded secret (only three copies
exist). The 600-page report was submitted to the
Assam Government in 1984 and the Congress
Government (headed by Hiteswar Saikia) decided
not to make it public and subsequent
Governments followed suit. Assam United
Democratic Front and others are making legal
efforts to make Tiwari Commission report public,
so that reasonable justice is delivered to victims,
at least after 25 years after the incident.

1969 to 1989

During the 1969 Gujarat riofts, it is estimated that
more than 6,000 Muslims lost their lives. The 1970
Bhiwandi Riots was an instance of anti-Muslim
violence which occurred between 7 and 8 May in
the Indian towns of Bhiwandi, Jalgaon and Mahad.
There were large amounts of arson and vandalism
of Muslim-owned properties. In 1980 in
Moradabad, an estimated 2,500 people were
killed. The official estimate is 400 and other
observers estimate between 1,500 and 3,000.
Local police were directly implicated in planning
the violence. In 1989 in Bhagalpur, it is estimated
nearly 2,000 people lost their lives in violent
attacks, believed to be a result of tensions raised
over the Ayodhya dispute and the processions
carried out by VHP activists, which were to be a
show of strength and to serve as a warning to the
minority communities.

1992 Bombay riots

The destruction of the Babri Mosque by Hindu
nationalists led directly to the 1992 Bombay Riots.
BBC correspondent Toral Varia called the riots "a

pre-planned pogrom," that had been in the
making since 1990, and stated that the
destruction of the mosque was "the final
provocation". Several scholars have likewise

concluded that the riots must have been pre-
planned, and that Hindu rioters had been given
access to information about the locations of
Muslim homes and businesses from non-public
sources. This violence is widely reported as having
been orchestrated by Shiv Sena, a Hindu
nationalist group led by Bal Thackeray. A high-
ranking member of the special branch, V.
Deshmukh, gave evidence to the commission
tasked with probing the riots. He said the failures
in intelligence and prevention had been due to
political assurances that the mosque in Ayodhya
would be protected, that the police were fully
aware of the Shiv Sena's capabilities to commit
acts of violence, and that they had incited hate
against the minority communities.
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2002 Gujarat violence

Since partition, Muslim community has been
subject to and engaged in sectarian violence in
Guijarat. In 2002, in anincident described as an act
of "fascistic state terror," Hindu extremists carried
out acts of violence against the Muslim minority
population. During the incidents, young girls were
sexually assaulted, burned or hacked to death.
These rapes were condoned by the ruling BJP,
whose refusal to intervene lead to the
displacement of 200,000. Death toll figures range
from the official estimate of 1,000 Muslims and
254 Hindus killed, to more than 30,000 Muslims
killed. Then Chief Minister (and current Indian
Prime Minister) Narendra Modi has also been
accused of initiating and condoning the violence,
as have the police and government officials who
took part, as they directed the rioters and gave
lists of Muslim-owned properties to the
extremists. Mallika Sarabhai, who had complained
over state complicity in the violence, was
harassed, intimidated and falsely accused of
human trafficking by the BJP. Three police officers
were given punitive transfers by the BJP after they
had successfully put down the rioting in their
wards, so as not to interfere further in preventing
the violence. According to Brass, the only
conclusion from the evidence which is available
points to a methodical pogrom, which was carried
out with "exceptional brutality and was highly
coordinated”. In 2007, Tehelka magazine released
"The Truth: Gujarat 2002," a report which
implicated the state government in the violence,
and claimed that what had been called a
spontaneous act of revenge was, in reality, a
"state-sanctioned pogrom". According to Human
Rights Watch, the violence in Gujarat in 2002 was
pre-planned, and the police and state government
participated in the violence. In 2012, Modi was
cleared of complicity in the violence by a Special
Investigation Team appointed by the Supreme
Court. The Muslim community is reported to have
reacted with "anger and disbelief," and activist
Teesta Setalvad has said the legal fight was not yet
over, as they had the right to appeal. Human
Rights Watch has reported on acts of exceptional
heroism by Dalits and tribals, who tried to protect

Muslims from the violence.
Compiled by the Nida e Khilafat Team.
Sources adapted from: HR Watch, Amnesty
International, BBC News, Times of India, Babri
Masjid Probe, leaked Tiwari Commission report,
Tehelka magazine, Brass, Wikipedia, et. al.
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