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Technology today is takento mean a new device
or a visible change in method. For example, we
will call Led lights, Electric cars, E-textile, or
iluminating cricket wickets, new technology.
Many people also use the term ‘technology’ to
define even little improvements in the method
not visible to all, such as a more enduring
perfume, or more economical cigarette lighters.
Neil Postman, in his book Technopoly, written in
1992, has defined technology as ‘technique’.
Thus, ‘technological advancement’” means
merely an improvement in the technique- a
better way of doing the same thing. Thus, traffic
lights are a better technology to organize traffic
and schools are a better technology to educate
the young. This highlights the fact that
‘technology’ is empty without its purpose: a
new method that cures more diseases in less
time and cost is a good technology, but a
quicker way to kill people or to do corruption
are ‘advanced technologies’ that ought to be
condemned. The purpose is more important
than the advancement of the method of
fulfilling that purpose.

A Muslim must have no difficulty in answering
the question “what is the purpose of your life?”
It is among the many blessings the Prophet
(SAAW) upon his Ummah that he (SAAW)
demonstrated through his own example what

the purpose of life ought to be. He (SAAW) said
that this world is created for you, and you are

created for the Hereafter.

In the Quran, Allah (SWT) has stated this in the
third and fourth Rukus of Surah Al Bagarah as,
“It is He who areated for you all that the earth
contains.” (2: 29) Thus, the iron, the copper, the
oil, the uranium, the cotton, the plastic, the
dynamite, the fish and the pearl, all was created

Technology: Its meaning, use and misuse

Written by: Imran Chhapra

to be discovered and used by human beings. But
the more important question is: for what
purpose human beings should use these things?
Europe and America, who pioneered in
discoveries, did not pause to try and answer this
gquestion.

Thus, after the verse in Surah Al Bagarah which
states that everything in the world is created for
human beings, Allah (SWT) states the purpose
for which these things are to be used: Adam
(AS) is the vicegerent (Khalifah) of Allah (SWT)
in this world, Allah (SWT) has given the children
of Adam (AS) the ability to discover and use the
things kept in the world for them, and has also
instructed them that their life in the world is
only temporary. In their short stay in the world,
human beings are supposed to follow

instructions that will be sent from time to time

directly from Allah (SWT) Himself.
Today, mankind is using its God-blessed ability

to discover but has ignored His instructions.
Man today has no reason to invent or discover.
Neil Postman called the current situation of
America, which is the most technologically
advanced country, a ‘Technopoly’: where
advancement of technology has no other
purpose than the advancement itself. And as

technology is nothing more than a method of
achieving an aim, improvement of the method
itself cannot be the aim. Neil Postman stated
that Francis Bacon, bornin 1561 was the first
person in European history to claim that science
and technology will solve all the problems of
human beings. Tools and technology are not a
new concept. Since the first man walked the

earth, Human beings used the tools, or




for the improvement of our tools, all our efforts
and focus should be advancement of given
technology. And this has been the trend since
Bacon. Belief that science and technology will
solve all of our problems has spread its root

Those whose efforts have been lost in this life,
while they thought that they were acquiring
good by their deeds!” (18: 103,104)

For our families, our purpose is simple “O you
who believe, save yourselves and your families

deeper every new century, until we find Richard  from a fire” (66: 6). Before bringing home a new

Dawkins, writing in 2006, in his book God
Delusion, that Science can replace ‘God’ in
making our lives meaningful.

In our day to day life, we adopt newer
technology without asking for the purpose of
that technology. That is, we do not ask what is
the aim that this new technology will help us
achieve. We bring Television sets in our home
without thinking why do we need it. We give
our children latest Smartphone as soon as they
reach a certain age only because we think they
must have new technology. One of the greatest
causes of misguidance of our age is that
technology has itself become the purpose. It is
common to hear from a young energetic Muslim
student that the ‘aim’ of his life is to become a
doctor, a pilot, a Regional Manager of a
multinational company, whereas, these are
merely professions. The degrees and labels
were designed only to help the employers,
employees and training institutes. As late Dr.
Israr Ahmed (RAA) used to say that a doctor is
no different than a shoe-mender; one stitches
the human body and the other stitches shoes.
But it is this massive rise in the complexity of
modern techniques that blind us of the purpose
of the techniques.

The aim of a profession is only to earn a living:
the aim of life cannot be “to live’. We do not lack
in efforts! Muslims often overwork, and even
marry late because of their work- but we lack in
purpose. We think we are fulfilling our goal in
life with our efforts, but actually we are
avoiding the question ‘what is your purpose in
life? Allah (SWT) has warned us of this

deception in Surah Al Kahaf “Shall We tell you
the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds?

technology, ask yourself this: What is the
problem to which this technology is a solution?
For what do my family need the latest model of
a smartphone, a tablet, gaming consoles or
similar gadgets? Why do we need a high speed
internet and spend immeasurable time on
Facebook and the likes? and Why do we need a

Television set in each room, running hundreds
of channels 24/7/3657?

LMUJ‘I{..:.w/;d/x_i"r‘Uuﬁ,_ﬁ"..ggbuffznﬂ
Larﬂ"dwﬁ.yd’:.;_éﬁ;l&fdnmsJ(Hupiviv
-Jz..lgdjé;[w.&)jjr}i

_q:/dwlégﬂjéld'_ibuwlﬁb/zrl

Iahorewest@tanzeem.org:degzé

(/o Ujb/l)d?lz,s{:._ﬁj,g;&
M U:)I_.-TM u.k)fgfﬁﬂ:ju‘f {:J /1866
-Lfd:flfb( e Un i GE’JZ& L W‘:fwlfb‘f'

’ﬁﬂ;JJJVJ)JG/E'J?Qywbﬁftéhf%dﬁ;b
-l 05 (c)’”:-{ iZ s ;fli_uj

S I Bl S5\ plsaf e 23S S
- QeI

bl bl ] o Gy il

&L\l I ET 1L Stk

&L= bog, Lol dare FL YRG5l e

s RIS SE A S Rt i e St rp S5
ce e Pl Lo o b

>
3 > S, L3393 ., LB A L

£y L ¢ . rr o ?. .r’,. ..-‘
| et Wl ool g Shinry B Lol Sl lagar )1y Logd 801 ol




VOL : 25 Regd. C.P.L NO. 114

Weekly Nidla-e=]1K]nllaitaft Lahore

Ace
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Bronchial smooth muscle relaxation
Improved mucociliary clearance
Anti-inflammatory effects

Effective symptom relief from SAR
Negligible gastric irritation

Suitable treatment for patients of
all age groups

Superior Nasal Decongestant
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Composiliorw 120 mil bottle

Full prescribing information is available on request
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