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Former Taliban Captive to the ‘New Leader of
Muslim Iraq and Syria’: ‘Release him and Take Me’

Synopsis of the Original article written By Yvonne Ridley

In one her recently published articles entitled,
Former Taliban Captive to Baghdadi:
Release him and Take Me’, Yvonne Ridley
has made an informed and strikingly correct
analysis the
behavior and attitude of Afghan Taliban
towards Western captives and compared it
with the
uncompassionate one being followed by
certain newly formed Jihadi and Khilafah-

regarding compassionate

outright ruthless and

longing Organizations.

For those of us who have forgotten her, Ridley
worked for the Sunday Express newspaper
when she was sent to Pakistan to cover the
impending war in neighborning Afghanistan in
the wake of 9/11; unable to wait for the start of
the invasion (of Afghanistan by NATO post
9/11) she sneaked in to the country
(Afghanistan) wearing the all-enveloping blue
burga. After two days of travelling in and
around the Jalalabad district she was caught
by members of what was described as “the
most evil, brutal regime in the world” — The
Taliban of Afghanistan. In her view, however,
Mullah Mohammed Omar and his band of
turban-weanng, bearded Taliban acted In an
extremely civilized and modest manner as
compared to the more recently formed groups
and states that have claimed Khilafah and
Jihad in Iraq and Syria.

In her interview after return from the 10-day
‘captivity’ of Afghan Taliban, she told Western

reporters that she was treated with utmost
courtesy and respect. Even today, she is of

the opinion based on first-had experience that

compared to the treatment subsequently
meted out to those held in Guantanamo,

Bagram and Abu Ghraib she has often
reflected: “Thank God | was captured by the
most evil, brutal regime in the world and not

by the Americans!
Ridley reports that now it is the more recently

formed groups and states that have claimed
Khilafah and Jihad in Iraq and Syria who have

been putting captives into orange boiler suits

and
carrying out

reportedly water-boarding them and
abuse on detainees using

methods outlined in the CIA’s own handbook
of torture. The sheer terror and revulsion

invoked by the executions that followed,
according to all and sundry, are beyond
words, she says.

She is of the widely accepted opinion that
George W Bush's ill-conceived War on Terror
has made the world a less safe place

especially for ordinary British and American
citizens who work overseas In the volatile

Middle East as aid workers, medics and
journalists.

And now lrag has morphed into a playground
of terror for the more recently formed groups

and states to play Caliph-Caliph and Jihad-

Jihnad. These groups and states must have
been those who sanctioned the beheading of




two American journalists and then a Scottish

aild worker is the next one being lined up for
execution, she said. (Publisher’s Note: The

Scottish aid worker, David Haines, was beheaded

a few days after Ridley’s article was originally

published.)

Ridley evaluates that the bloody deaths of
James Foley and Stephen Sotloff, have

enraged the world and given fuel to the
Islamaphobes who try and demonize Islam as
a violent, aggressive and barbaric religion.

Ridley says that the majority of Muslims,
including herself, around the world know that
this is not the case. Islam is a religion of

peace and the behavior of the Islamic State
towards its enemies and its captives is at odds
with what Islam teaches.

She says that she knows this to be the case
because she studied the religion for two years
after her own episode of captivity by the
Afghan Taliban and subsequently embraced

Islam more than 10 years ago.
She is willing to throw out a challenge to the

leader of these more recently formed groups
and states on the basis of the Qur'an and the

Sunnah of the Prophet (SAW) to prove that
both sources of elementary Islamic Law do
rather despises atrocities

not condone,

committed even by Muslim leadership against
non-combatants, especially those who have

had a track record of helping the cause of
Muslims throughout their adult Iife. The most
recent Westermn captive of these more recently
formed groups and states, aid worker David
Haines, provided invaluable moral and legal
support to the plight of Muslims in Bosnia
during the Balkan Civil War in the 1990s and
has been one the most vocal challengers of
the

US policy of holding people In

Guantanamo bay — two cases in point that

would suffice, she says.

In many ways there are parallels between
David Haines and the Guantanamo detainees

... all are being held without trial or charge for

nothing more than being swept up in the War
on Terror or a by-product of it.

Ridley thus offers those holding Haines as a
captive to release him in exchange for her.
This offer of exchange, she says, Is being
made in the true spirit of Islam — a face of
Islam unfortunately obscured all too often by

the atrocities being carried out in the name of
these recently formed groups and states.
Ridley says that she has been told that the

leader of these recently formed groups and
states takes every decision motivated by
Qur’anic teachings so he should, supposedly
as a person of knowledge, be well acquainted
with the full meaning of Surah An-Nisa’s
verse 85, which quotes, “Whoever
intercedes for a good cause will have a
reward therefrom; and whoever intercedes
for an evil cause will have a burden
therefrom. And Allah is (Supreme) over all

things, a (Perfect) Keeper.” She throws the
gauntlet and says that it now remains to be
seen If that leader who claims ownership of
certain lands of Iraqg and Syna is man enough
to take up her offer and release the aid
worker, a good person swept up in a conflict
not of his own making.

She concludes by remarking that she eagerly
await his response and begs him, Iin the

meantime, to spare the life of David Haines
and show the sort of wisdom and compassion
that the Afghan Taliban showed her.

Publisher’s Note: The words, phrases and names

mentioned by Yvonne Ridley have been altered
slightly for the purpose of a meaningful synopsis of
the original article. David Haines was slaughtered
a few days after the original article appeared.
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