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idea that pleasure lies in the novelty and

uniqueness of experiences, which 18 why
Culture is ready to take in all that excites the

passions of society. This convoluted culture
has become more and more alien if set against

the Islamic Tradition. This cultural experience
demands umson with the Modem Tradition

especially by the civil society-media and solid
State structures such as the Military and 1ts
Bureaucracy. Some of them, too scared to

disband Islamic Tradition seek to recraft the
Tradition to suit the cultural permeabihity and

domination of the Modern Tradition.
In a globalizing world technology, media and
the modem education asserts a Eurocentric

worldview and culture that 1s encroaching on
the culture produced from an Islamic Tradition

(How Eid i1s becoming boring and Birthdays
are more fun for an individual). Bereft of the

cultural space, the scholars have no option to
but to make distinctions between Islam and

Muslims as two distinct entities for the
preservation of the former.
What 1s required to dislodge the foreign

culture 1s denying it the space to exist m the
public sphere and a re-connection with the

[slamic Tradition. This has been exhibited
effectively in some of the Islamic missionary

movements of the sub-continent. This has and
will effectively transtorm the liberal upper-

middle class as well as the myth-bounded
lower class towards a respect for Sunnah and a
consciousness for the Hereafter. While some

movements have focused on using political
means; revolution, elections or armed tactics

to assert the space of Islamic Tradition. The
coalescing of all such efforts 1s required to

effectively dislodge every thought and practice
that 1s against the Will of Allah represented in

the Islamic Tradition. Until such unison can be
achieved the focus should be 1s to re-engage
the society with the Islamic Tradition and

generate a culture and discourse that 1s well-
armed at the common level to dislodge alien

thought, nstitutions and practices within the
Muslim society.
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Tradition and Culture

Tradition and Culture have an interdependency.
Tradition forms the foundation from which

culture 1s generated. However, culture 1s more
permeable In 1ts response to the changing
environ. Culture places itself 1n a space and

time and assumes the practical demonstration
of the discourse that has shaped the society.

Therefore, culture 1n the public sphere 1s the
principal area of performance of a foreign

tradition.
Whereas, Tradition especially Islamic, tends to

remain fixed and slow to shape into the themes
of its times. The clash between modernity and
Islam 1s that of Tradition. Between a

conception of reality where there 1s no god as
opposed to an Absolute God, a source of

knowledge that 1s anthropocentnc as opposed
to a Divine Unveiling of Reality by means of

Books and Messengers (AS) and a morality
that 1s confined to the human experience as

opposed to a morality that will be measured 1n
the Hereafter.
Modemity 1s also fixed and unchanging in its

Tradition. Smce the so-called ‘Age of
Enlightenment’, an anthropocenftric view of

reality determined the path society would take.
With this, 1t was able to dislodge Christianity
and 1ts scholarly tradition and the confinement

of Christianity (as a private affair) became full
and final in the 19th Century. The project of

Modemity was able to impose itself 1n the
global sphere by means of instrumentalizing

technology for capital and conquests. In Islam,
prominent Theologians such as Ghazali

reasserted Tradition and cleansed the growing
anthropocentrization  of  Islam,  while
reconnecting Muslims wath the source of

Certitude 1n an Absolute God by means of the
Traditional adherent to the Divine Text and

Excellence of Character (SAW).
The clash between these two traditions 1s not

just the clash of our times but the history of
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man  since Adam. Freedom against
Submission, Skepticism against Imitaton and

Material against Spint. The pinnacle of this
clash manitest in the War against Terror and

Jihad fi Sabil Allah 1in our times.

But the pohtical, revolutionary and armed
struggle for the domunation of Islamic

Tradition for the last 200 years (though
necessary to create the space for Islamic

Tradition to exist and grow) 1s one that
competes with Imperialism, Colonmalism,

Secularism, Socialism, Capitalism, Monarchism
and Democracy. But 1gnores the cultura
sphere that 1s more pemrmeable to influence and

encroaches on Tradition by a process of
rusting. The Islamic Tradition has remained

intact by means of Divine Protection that
manifests 1n (1) the preservation of our

principal text the Quran, (1) the scholarly
consensus on the meaning by the explanation

found 1n the Exemplary Character of the
Prophet (SAW) (111) and 1ts imitation by means
of derivation from the Companions (RA) and

succeeding generation of Righteous God-
fearing scholars who preserved the meaning

and 1ts practical translation.
But what pulled the ground underneath our
feet 1s the cultural sphere. When culture begins

to draw from multiple Traditions 1t contradicts
the demand of 1ts dominating Tradition/

Discourse and survives and grows on the plane
of desire and experience. There are two attacks

on Culture; one 1s the self-evolving going
away from Tradiion in the satanic pursutt of

desire to invent its own ways to satiate tself.
Bidah 1s a result of this. The second attack 1s
from a competing Tradition, in our case,

Modermity and Naturalist Mythological
Mysticism that asserts on the plane of culture

because the Islamic Tradition 1s difficult to
dislodge. The cultural appeal 1in absorbing
other Traditions and Cultures 1s based in the




