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Relevance of Media in Tableegh: Deconstructing Media

Part 11 of 11

To deem media and 1its allied technology (TV,
Internet or Radio etc.) free from the shackles of
today’s rebellious values 1s to be naive about
history. The use of such an institution or technique
will always get muzzled in the louder noise of
freedom, pleasure and money.

But that may still be a tolerable term citing
evidence that there was a time when the Prophet
(SAW) and the Companions were a weak-minority
in Makkah yet they continued propagating the
Divine Message during Haj) and Ukaz. The
Prophet (SAW) would mount Koh-e-Saffa and
would warn the Qureish of Eternal Doom, even
though hardly anyone at that time adhered to his
message. It may be understandable to have the
voice of Haqq, stifled temporarily. However, it
cannot be acceptable to have it serve the agenda of
the Ba'ul. It cannot be misconstrued that the
organizers of Ukaz invited the Prophet (SAW) for
Tableegh to add color to their entertainment palette
nor that the message of Koh-e-Saffa was sponsored
by a trading corporation. It must also be
understood that the most effective Tableegh
happened only after the State of Medinah was
formulated, which meant that Tableegh would be
done for the sake of Tableegh itself and not as an
instrument of expanding the hegemony of a select
group of elite or for the intellectual recreation of
humanity.

The earnest and honest efforts of Ulema who, are
the 1nheritors of the Prophet’s (SAW) mission and
the guardians of his (SAW) tradition, have
traditionally operated within the boundaries of
Taqwa. That 1s why historically they have been
respected and their actions have been seen to
legitimize or de-legitimize an act. Becoming the
instrument of entertainment and pleasure, whether
unsuspectingly or knowingly, under the corporate
banner of the media industry, instrumentalizes
Islamic teachings within the sphere of intellectual
escapism. Moreover, the recent boom in media has
brought forth controversial topics at the behest of
the West, inviting controversy to over-emphasize
Islamic injunctions that appear to be weak at the
face of secular ethic. Surely, a secular thesis
challenged by an equally secular anti-thesis would
inevitably lead to nothing but a secular synthesis!

Omer bin Ahsan
Dawah 1s dispensed best by God-tearing men who
disseminate Islamic discourse based on the body of
Islamic knowledge that has been accumulated over
almost fourteen centuries and are equipped and
ready to apply it to the contemporary context. The
dominant Islamic tradition relies on Nagal (citing
references from someone else’s work) done by an
Aqil (according to Imam Ghazali, one who fears
Allah). Anyone who 1s known to operate outside
the realm of Taqwa 1s not an Aqil and has used his
persona intellect alone to define Islam. Such so-
called scholars of Islam should refrain from
representing religious discourse or explaining its
complexities to the masses as 1t may possibly lead
to an erroneous explanation. (It 1s alleged that
some religious Daee collected to the tune of Rs.1
Crore for Ramadan transmission (sic.)). Such
anomalies have always been i1dentified and refuted
by orthodox Islamic scholars. It needs to be
understood that based on this tradition and 1its
associated history, Tableeg 1n the pre-mass
communication world relied mostly on Masajd
and Madaris, where physically presence of people
was necessary for the Dawah to occur. Moreover,
the Masajid and Madaris used to produced Daee
who would be the living embodiment of the
Sunnah, (which, 1n turn, 1s an embodiment of the
Qur’an) and through his words and actions the
Daee’s would spread the Divine Message by being
amongst the people physically thus impressing
upon the recipient the truth of the Divine Message
in his own character and attitude. The role of such
Daee, Ulema, Mashaikh cannot be discounted in
the contemporary world just because the nature of
the game has changed.
Muslims, in general, are becoming more secular
and rebellious to the Deen as opposed to coming
closer to Iman and Taqwa. Those who are
effectively becoming practicing Muslims are
almost in all cases under the tutelage of some
Islamic scholar or Daece. This practical and
historical Dawah 1s deemed as the most effective
mechanism for the propagation of Islam. It puts the
burden on both the Daee and the student to adhere
to the decorum of discerning religious input. The
Daee has to practically demonstrate 1t, as he 1s
followed and examined by his student, whereas the



student 1s physically monitored by the Daee and as
a result 1s always engaged 1n self-censor, aimed at
minimizing 1f not completely eliminating his 1lls.
Nature of the Viewer

It also needs to be understood that the real purpose
in achieving economies of scale in the production
of TV, Radio and cheap internet access i1s the
development of zombie consumer society. This
modern definition divides the society into
producers and consumers that only serves the
capitalist creed. The viewer 1s not a recipient of
Dawah but a consumer of entertainment where
Deen 1s being presented as a show and can just as
casily be replaced by the click of a button like
when a cricket match becomes boring and
uneventful. On TV, Radio or Internet it is the
‘consumer’ to whom we are addressing or rather
selling the Divine Message. This consumer is
neither a captive viewer nor overly determined to
acquire religious knowledge. It 1s a matter of each
person’s intellectual appetite for how long he
wishes to stick to that channel. It may just as easily
be changed to a channel telecasting songs, news or
dance. This audience normally subscribes more to
the cosmopolitan liberal creed than to Islam. They
will always be driven towards a society that lives
in pseudo-reality by means of intellectual escapism
— a pseudo-reality in which progress, freedom and
humanity are the only determinants of right and
wrong. In Pakistan, Post-Musharrat years have
sped this process where the terms of progress,
development, governance, equality, justice,
education, freedom, women emancipation and
minority rights are emphasized to change the
customary dictionary of the common mind and Kill
its traditional moral disposition. In the modern
diction, any discussion about Islam’s fundamentals
1s tantamount to “taking us to the caves” or “so
should we ride on camels now”. Such vulgar jokes
are a common practice trickling down from the
clite to other social classes of the society,
conveniently mocking the actions of our Prophet
(SAW). In the cosmopolitan pseudo-reality, the real
heroes are not men of Tagwa or Mujahids but men
who celebrate the will to live and accomplish
everything 1n this world alone. Politicians like
Nawaz Sharif and Barack Obama, performers like
Michael Jackson, Madonna and Lady Gaga,
Showmen like Junaid Jamshed, Amir Liaquat
Hussain and Shahrukh Khan and businessmen like
Mian Mansha, Bill Gates and Donald Trump are

the 1deals in this society as having achieved
success 1n this world.

Non-Capitalist Mass Communication

However, i1f it 1s 1nescapable and justifiable in the
view of the able Ulema then Islamic propagation
through modern means needs to consider the
following 1ssues;

e Under the corporate banner and market
mechanism, how can we defend Islamic
fundamentals?

e [s there a place for a debate on rules of
Jurisprudence within the 10 minutes of
allotted time?

e (an a journalist, a producer or a director of a
TV channel determine who an Alim 1s?

e Should Islam be propagated merely for the
motive of making profit?

¢ (an the propagation of Islam within a secular
framework really work?

e (Can the corporate media tolerate discussion
on 1ssues such as Igamat-e-Deen and Ghalba-
e-Deen?

¢ By abandoning modern Media, are the Ulema
giving space to Muslim soothsayers,
apologists and hypocrites?

The understanding of the Qur’an, Hadith, Seerah,
Figh and Islamic History requires a more
deliberative focus from the audience and greater
time tfrom the scholar to explain it in 1ts true spirit
and context. If 1t 1s inescapable to avoid media as a
means of mass-communication then giving priority
to practical Dawah cannot be abandoned.
However, we may think of a non-capitalist media
channel for mass-communication that can be
controlled within the rules of practical Dawah and
undertakes Tableegh for the sake of Tableegh.
Conclusion

In my view, the Ulema must not legitimize the
capitalist media institutions by participating or
supporting them in any way. The aims of Islamic
Dawah, criticism of Government, correction of
society, spreading of Good and forbidding Evil
should be undertaken by traditional means such as
practical Dawah through Mosques, Madrassas,
Neighborhood level Qur’anic Halgas and Lectures
and above all live such lives that could serve as
practical Dawah.

Concluded....
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