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guarantced i the Holy Book to be abided by the
believers in all ages. It was the reformatory process
which was mitiated by the Prophet (PBUH) and
which rcsulted 1n honoring the scrfs to the status of
kings and rulers of the vast Islamic empires. Qutbud
Din Abbck and Shamsud Din Altamish wcre the
greatest pious saints and great kings of their time.
History tclls us that pcoplc with a background of
scrfdom had ascended to the highest position of
scholarship and knowledge during the blessed cra
of Khilafat-e-Rashida and during the reign of Banu
Umavva and thc Abassid Caliphatc. Such
eminences were grven position to be respected by
the sons of the very aristocratic and powertul rulers.
Anvhow. 1t 1s thc prerogative of Allah (S.W.T) that
no exphcit order has been given in the Quran
regarding final abolition of the institution. We
carncstly bchicve as Muslhims, what Allah
commands to do and what He¢ disallows are full of
wisdom and beneticence. We have but very little
knowledge as the Holy Quran testifies at several
placcs. “Y¢ know but very httle . (Wa Anfum La
laalamoon)

Rctferences: Excerpts tfrom the Iccturcs by the late
Dr. Israr Ahmad

English translation of the verses: By Muhammad
Marmadukc Pickthall
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belhicvers to sct free their bonded men out of
beneticence. It says, “Buf he hath not attemplted the
ascent. Ah, what will convey unio thee what the
Ascent is? (It is) 1o free a slave---— (90: 11,12 and
[ 3) The glorious deeds of Hazrat Abubakar for the
causc of Islam include trecing of those slaves who
adopted Islam. when he paid heavy amounts for
trccing such pcoplc. This list of pcoplc freed by
Abubakar. include Hazrat Bilal as well. Hazrat
Usman, the 3™ rightcous Caliph of the Umma. is on
rccord to have said. “Since the day I accepted Islam
there has not been a single day of Friday when I have
not frced a slave by paving to the mastcers. We can
imagine the number of people freed by Hazrat
Usman since he 1s onc of the carlicst who accepted
Islam. Hc ranks numbecr six in that row. The Divine
Law has also fixed expiations for certain wrongs
when commaitted by the belicvers, to free slaves as
compensation for that sin or wrong thus opening
different channels for the reformation of the
institution of slavery. The most important pomnt to
be kept in mind 1s that Islam has dcclarcd 1t onc of
the biggest sins, when a free human being s
capturcd to be bonded into slavery. In the history of
[slam only those people were treated as slaves who
were captured as combatants agaimst the Islamic
forces. fighting a just war fully in consonance with
the principles laid down for the battle in the cause of
Islam. Mostly such catcgorics of capturcd slavcs
were released, some times 1n exchange of
compcensatory moncy and most often as such out of
benetaction. At tumcs such capturcd peoplc were sct
free in exchange ot the Mushm fighters captured by
the enemy. Anyvhow, if such steps seemed to be
contrary to the interest ot the Mushim society, then
the POWs were to be distnbuted among the
Muslims where they were to be treated 1n
accordancc with high moral and cthical standards
prescribed by Islam for such category of captives.

Look back at the black citizens 1n the most civilized
country. America. The forefathers of these blacks
were capturcd in Africa, like the hunters catch their
hunted animals. They were loaded mn ships like
animals and transported to America as slaves. There
these free people were sold like animals and wcere
trecated as amimals for the rest of their lite. We do
acknowledge that later on American society has
done a good deal of compensatory measurcs to
compensate to some extent the crime committed by
their forctathers. Thus the condition of the
following gencrations of those unfortunate blacks
was amchoratcd to some extent. In this conncction
Abraham Lincoln. the 6" President of America.
deserves special compliments for playving a key role
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in giving the blacks a place of honor 1n the socicty.
Notwithstanding all this, the collective mind of the
Americans, even today. 1s not willing to treat the
blacks as c¢qual citizens to the whites. This 1s an
historical fact and cannot be repudiated for the
cruclty commutted by the so-called civilized people.
Contrary to this, Islam has declared such an act to be
the most hcinous crime and cvil when some onc 1s
captured and forced into slavery.

Onc of the important points 1n this conncction to be
noted 1s that the institution of slavery has not been
finally abolished since there 1s no verse 1 the Holy
Book which ordains complete and final end of this
institution. In thce Quran prohibitive
commandments about the abolition of various ¢vils
have come n a gradual sequence till 1ts tinal end. A
gozod cxamplc 1s the prohibition of intoxicants. We
sce that the tirst commandment about this menace
was that no onc should go for praycrs when undcr
intoxication.(4:43). Then came the waming in these
words, “Satan seeketh only 1o casl among you
enmily and hatred by means of strong drink and
games of chance, and (o (urn vou from
remembrance of Allah and from (His) worship. Will
ve then have done? (5:91) Verse preceding to it
o1ves a clear order, “----Lcave 1t aside i order ve
may succced’ . In the same way gradual prohibition
orders came for the stoppage of usury. The first
order 1n this connection was a moral denunciation of
the usury as rcvealed 1in the Sura-c-Rome. (30;39)
which savs,” That which ve give in usury in order it
may increase on (other) people’s property hath no
increase with Allah; but thal which ye give in
charitv, seeking Allah's countenance, hath increase
manifold’”. The compound interest was declared
prohibitcd in Sura-c-Alc Imran. The final
commandment about interest was revealed in the 9"
Hijrr m Sura Al'Bagra. a littlc before the Prophet's
(S.A.'W) death. Anvhow, there 1s no exclusive
commandment 1 the Quran which categorically
puts a final scal on the nstitution of slavery and
concubmary. Let's have a look at the instructions
which the Quran has so emphatically given to the
believers regarding the bonded men and women 1t
they happen to exist in a Mushim socicty.

Feed them what vou cat vourselt.

Clad them the same clothing which vou use
vourselt.

Treat them with beneticence.

Morcover, there arc the Quranic tcachings bascd on
moral sensc of the believer to tree those who are
undcr the voke of bondagc. There arc instructions to
use supererogatory and obligatory alms for freedom
of the bonded pcople. It 1s a permanent provision
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There 1s a gencral misconception about the
traditional slavery as 1f 1t 1s an institution created or
nurtured by Islam. The fact 1s the other way round
and Islam has actually played a pivotal role m
abolishing thc custom of c¢nslaving pcoplc which
cxisted when the last Prophet (s.a.w) proclaimcd his
message of the revival of Islam at the beginning of
thc 7thc century A.D. The misconception further
intensitics and makes complications when people
scc the Quran spcaking of thc concubincs in a
number of the Suras like 1in Almominoon and
Alma'Arj where pecrmission has been granted to the
Muslims for keeping concubines beside the wives
undcr rcgular wedlock. In both the Suras the words
are,”” Save from their wives or the (slaves) that their
right hands possess. for then 1hey are not
blameworthy (23:6 and 70:30) There arc question
marks and doubts about the nstitution of slavery
and concubmary tradition which nccd clarification
viS-a-vIs 1ts permission as an institution in Islam.
Somc of thc important basics to bc understood
clearly 1n this connection are claborated to clanty
the actual situation related to this issue.

The first point 1s that the institution of slavery and
concubinage 1s never an integral part of the system
of Islam. which means that 1t1s not obligatory on the
Muslims to compulsorily own slaves and

concubines.
The second tact 1s that the institution existed 1n 1ts

very crucl form and was very deep rooted 1n that
Pagan socicty of 'Jahilia' at the time of the advent of
the Prophetic message of the Holy Prophet (pbuh)
like so many other traditions existing there. Islam
had to takc carc ot 1t to mend and retorm 1t hike 1t did
for a number of other institutions by adopting a
gradual reformatory approach. A number of
changcs were introduced and implemented by the
Prophet to bring this institution to a status
compatible to the human norms. Some¢ ot the
rcformatory steps taken wercas follow.

It was repeatedly emphasized by the Quran and
henee by the Holy Prophet that the men and women
in bondage ar¢c vyour brethren. It 1s only a
rclationship that has been cstablished between you
two, hike the relation between an emplover and
cmplovee. As human beings both the masterand the
bonded person are e¢qual. It 1s why the Prophet

(s.a.w.) has very cmphatically ordaincd his
followers to teed their slaves what they cat
themselves and give them the same garments they
usc themselves. The prophet (SAW) has stressed the
belicvers to treat the slaves with kindness. Through
its moral tcachings. Islam has attcmptcd to give to
these downtrodden. hapless and oppressed people a
placc in the socicty cqual to that of the free people.
Even the worst enemies ot the Prophet have testified
this fact. HG Wills, otherwise known for his
animosity with thc Prophct Muhammad (SAW) has
acknowlcdged what the Prophet had donc mn this
respect.

[slam has opcned away for the slaves to get frecdom
when 1t ordained 'Makatibat' in the holy Quran.
(Makatiba is the ferm for the agreement with the
masier of pledging an agreed amount (o be paid in
rehirn of freeing a person from the yoke of serfdom. )
The Divine Law (Sharia) has madc 1t obligatory on
the master that he will not hesitate accepting an ofter
donc for such a dcal. The individual so freed will
work to earn to be paid to the master according to the
tcrms of the agreement reached at as revealed n
verse 33 of Sura-c-Alnoor.(24:33) It savs. “And /el
those who cannol find a maitch keep chaste till Allah
gives them independence by His grace. And such of
your slaves as seek a writing (of emancipation),
write it for them if ye are aware of aught of good in
themm, and bestow upon them of the wealth of Allan
which He hath besiowed upon you. I'orce not your
slave-girls to whoredom that ye may seek enjovinent
of the life of the world, if they would preserve their
chastity, and if one forces them, then (unto them),
after their compulsion. lo! Allah will be FForgiving.
Merciful "."To make the payment casier for the
person sceking freedom. 1t has been ordained to all
the belicvers and cven to the concerned master to
help the person secking freedom from the clutches
of secrfdom, through charty and obligatory alms
(zakat) to cnablc lum to pay thc amount of the deal.
In the Quranic terminology freeing of the slaves has
been mentioned as an act of beatitude or 'Falaly'.
(2:177) Similarly in verse 60 of the 9" Sura of the
Quran. the list of pcople entitled for Zakat includes
thosc sceking frcedom from the voke of slavery. In
Sura Albalad (90" Sura of the Quran) a very
lovcablc style has bcen adopted to persuade the



