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person to embrace Islam. We have to keep this

aspect in mind that if Muhammad (SAW) was @A _ T
just another preacher but himselt devoid of @ J (d ”
sound deeds, things would have been different. ~ | ol

A man’s words only influence the other if they

. Ol s
are backed by practical examples. = < -
Coming back to the present age, we have alarge 5.4 e | Iy Ulb ‘fb Y
number of motivational orators and preachers #A’@EW(Q*L’JL!?/&J{U?J& S 1981 L

who 1gnite a flame within our hearts to do good
and encourage others towards the same. It all
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cools down as time passes by and we revert e e 55DVD

back to our previous position. This 1s because | o g2 R S SR
the religious speakers we try to inspire 5L lrelo 4 r;.,;‘g,_,».,,w;fi 3
ourselves from simply teach large volumes of e A S0 .6 (:Ff,.‘._, Seetrmb5
theoretical knowledge and nothing else. Even | cron | aiiprstswis JESC R B fiprsh T

Iblees had knowledge. He is infact a scholar 30,6218 B2 151210 (P s o) 7KUP b/ 1519
And 1t was his vast knowledge which made him RTINS A cBENEA2  Jors AL bt BE A 11

reject Allah’s Command to prostrate before s SE S P
Man because he did not have the spint of -
obedience in him, which comes only after AV L els asls s \f il

training. We as men have been advised by Allah |Mataba@tanzeem.org 042-35869501-3:0)5- 13t 3Lc36-K
to be obedient to Him and follow His Final
Prophet (SAW),

Theretfore, a remarkable shift 1n the
methodology of imparting religious education
should take place. A child must first be taught
basic manners and etiquettes extracted from
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priorities: Knowledge of deen 1s definitely
compulsory but the most basic item 1s the
planting of a seed of good character right after ) . I i o4
birth, which will grow up with fime as | (Zba ISRt 0 K
understanding of The Qur’an will keep ((_511,4(:»b ywlﬁft)lj/yguzl -2
watering 1t. We need fine men to be the ‘ _
vicegerents of Allah on this Earth, not e 7
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Z.aki Khahd

dolution 1o the root cause of
our collective downfal

We are living 1n a society marred by moral and
ethical decadence where men and women of all
ages practically spend their whole day in
backbiting, denunciation, looking for faults in
others, slander, abuse. And the disturbing
aspect of all this 1s that they do not realize they
are doing so.

In Pakistan, we notice that parents who want
their children to get well-versed with deen
enroll them i1nto madrassahs or simply hire a
qart for home tuition. In both cases, children are
set on track by teaching them the basic letters of
the Arabic alphabet, small word formations and
oradually they move on to The Qur’an itself. In
most of these cases, the child 1s encouraged to
memorize the text as 1t 1s and by the time he has
completed his brief journey, he 1s adorned with
carlands and sweets and that’s the end of it.
Eventually one day we shock ourselves by
hearing news such as, and I beg your pardon for
mentioning, “Child molested by madrassah
cleric”, “Maulvi kills disobedient student’ . etc.
These tlashing tickers on the screen every other
day receive millions of condemnations and
curses. A viewer who might be very
conservative will hide his face in regret and
shame whereas those who are on the lookout for
such opportunities to malign our deen leave no
chance to come out and speak against the
alleged ‘madness’ which religion puts an
ordinary human into. Then we have our own
esteemed brothers who sport beards, have their
shalwars above their ankles and yet use dirty
language. In our social psyche, a new phrase
has become common, “Ye maulvi hay, isse

mohiat rehna (He is a maulvi, be careful of
him). Sadly, I am an eyewitness to many such
incidents. People who are observant of deen are
the ones ndiculed the most. Not because of
following the sunnah, rather for their hypocrisy
and double standards. Why did this situation
have to come about?

Let us shift back in time for a while to the
scorching sands of Arabia during the Days of
Ignorance: Men burying their daughters alive,
waging battles over little disputes and leaving
no stone unturned 1n reviling against their non-
favored ones. Here emerged Muhammad
(SAW) 1n all his mercy. Beftore he announced
prophethood, for 40 years the Prophet (SAW)
only lived as an ordinary citizen among his
people. Having a repute as an honest (Al-
Ameen) and truthful (Al-Sadiq) person, he was
honored to preside over affairs, be they
devotional, personal or related to business, with
discipline and moderation. This can be evident
from the fact that the Prophet (SAW) was hailed
as a fine businessman by the Arab community
and his technique of persuasive but honest
tradecraft was exactly the thing which won the
heart of Ummul Momineen Hazrat Khadija
(RA). There were many other top notch traders
in Arabia at the time but 1t was Muhammad
(SAW) who was distinct from the rest, for he
was a unified embodiment of all good that can
possibly be expected from a person. And so
when one day he anxiously shared with Khadija
(RA)about his experience in the Cave of Hira, 1t
was his integrity which made her readily
believe his words; she thereby became the first



