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Eman by referring to its substance: Belief

in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day, and Allah's
power over good and evil.

Other reports shed further light on the
distinction between Islam and Eman:
“Islam 1s what 1s visible, while Eman is in

the heart” (4 hmad).

“A Muslim 1s one from whose hand and
tongue other Muslims are safe. A believer
(Mu min) 1s one whom people trust with
their life and wealth. An Emigré is one
who gives up error. And a mijahid 1s one
who struggles with his life for God”
(Ahmad, Nasa e, part of 1t 1s recorded 1n
Bukhari). This Hadith teaches that to
possess Eman has higher moral
requirements than to have Islam. A
Muslhim 1s one from whose hands other
Muslims are safe, but a Mwu min, a
believer, 1s superior in many ways: His
benevolence 1s not limited to other
Muslims, but to all human beings, in fact
all creation. Furthermore, people not only
feel sate from a believer, but trusthimto a
degree that they can ftrust their lives,
families and wealth with him.

Another Hadith has 1t: The Prophet &

was asked: “What 1s Islam?” He said:
“Sharing food and good speech.” He was
asked: “What 15 Eman?” He said;
“Forgiveness and patience.” He was
asked: “Who among Muslims 1s the
best?” He said: “From whose hands and
tongue other Muslims are safe.” He was
asked: “Which of the believers 1s the

best?” He said: “The best of them in
character” (Nasa e).

This Hadith once again suggests that a
believer holds a higher status than a
Muslim. A believer not only shares food
and speaks truthful and beneficial
speech, but 1s characterized by the virtues
of forgiveness and patience generally.
(Courtesy: Al-Jumuah)
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Uwaymir Anjum

DIFFERENTIATING ISLAM AND EMAN

The most explicit definition of “Eman™, and its
emphatic distinction from the stage of “Islam”,
appears In the Quran in Surah 4/-Hujrat. Allah
Says:
“The Bedouins have said: We believed. Say
to them: You have not believed, but you
should say: We have become Muslims.
Eman has not yet entered your hearts. If you

obey Allah and His Messenger & He will

not belittle any of your deeds. Verily, Allah
1s oft-forgiving, ever-merciful.” [49: 14]

The context of this verse 1s that the Bedouins who
had adopted Islam's basic pillars boasted of their

Eman to the Prophet % and acted in ways

unbecoming of the believers 1n Madinah.
Typically, one reads in the Quran only divine
encouragement and reward for those who came
and joined Islam. But this matter of conflation
between Eman and entry-level Islam was
significant enough for Allah, the Most High, to
immediately correct them, and then give a
comprehensive definition of Eman.
“Believers are only those who

believe 1n Allah and His
Messenger & then have not a

speck of doubt, and strive by their
wealth and lives 1in Allah's path.
Such are the truthful (in their
claimto belief).” [49:15]

The particle “innama™ 1n this verse 1s used to
express exclusivity; that 1s, something cannot be
called an X unless 1t has the stated qualities. The
list of qualities may not be exhaustive. For
instance, a car 1s only such a mechanical device
that has wheels. It may have other necessary or
auxiliary features as well. But there cannot be a
complete, functioning car that does not have
wheels. (For detailed discussion of this point, see
Ibn laymuyyah, K. al-Eman)

The structure of the verse also points to a process
of Eman. The clause “Believers are only those who

believe in Allah and His Messenger &7 1s followed

by “thumma’” which indicates a “next stage™ to the
process, In which one who embraces faith 1s then
faces with the challenge of doubts. Only those who
overcome these doubts and have not even the
minutest of them left lingering 1n their hearts, and
who therefore engage 1n the tull struggle that this
faith requires, can be called true believers. 1t also
suggests that many will see a glimpse of ftaith but
then fail in the next stage, thus becoming victims
of confusion, hypocrisy, or inaction.

This verse also states that believing without any
doubt and striving 1n Allah's path are the
fundamental requirements of Eman. The Prophet

# said, explaining the requirement of striving in

Allah's path as a requirement of Eman: “Whoever
dies without going out 1n Allah's path or at least
sincerely desiring to do so, dies with an element of
hypocrisy” [Muslim, Abu Dawood). This means
that striving 1in Allah's path 1s an obligation.
Striving 1s a genus under which there are many
types of acts, and every believer, according to the
ulema, has an obligation to strive in one or more of
the types, the highest of these types being, in the

words of the Prophet #&: “Raising the word of truth
(or word of justice, in some narrations) against an

oppressive authority” (Ahmad, Nasa e, Abiu
Dawood, graded Sahih or Hasan).

Numerous reports from the Prophet & indicate

that Eman 1s a higher status of being in Islam. We
are familiar with the famous Hadith of Gabriel,

narrated by Bukhari, in which the Prophet &
defines, 1n response to questioning by Gabriel, the
most fundamental concepts ot God's religion:

Islam, Eman and Fhsan, which appear in this
ascending hierarchical order. This Hadith defines



