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Nation, reported on December 9 that two
vehicles were stopped attempting to enter the
restricted area of Lahore Cantonment late at
night. The occupants were Americans who
refused to show their identity papers or allow
the police to search their vehicles. Officials
from the US Consulate finally arrived at the
scene to get the vehicles and their occupants
freed. There 1s widespread belief that these
were Blackwater mercenaries.

Thousands of Blackwater operatives (the
organization has now renamed itself Xe
Service to hide the criminal past associated
with its former name) have descended on
Pakistan. They carry prohibited weapons and
on numerous occasions have been arrested by
the police 1n suspicious crrcumstances only to
be released on orders of Pakistani govemment
officials. The US embassy in Islamabad has
also hired a large number of retired army
officers that act like warlords, trving to
browbeat the police into submission. Poorly
paid and lacking motivation, the police are
easily intimidated by ex-army officers who
throw their weight about driving 1n expensive,
American-provided vehicles.

Last November, a plane load of Blackwater
mercenaries armrived in Pakistan and were
immediately whisked through Islamabad
Intemnational Airport without gomg through
immigration and customs formahties,
according to officials at the arport quoted by
The Nation newspaper (November 4, 2009).
“We had instructions to allow the foreigners
entry without custom procedure,” officials on
duty at Islamabad aiport said. Blackwater
mercenanes have operated in Pakistan for
many years. On several occasions Pakistani
police have arrested them at odd hours near
Pakistan’s nuclear sites or other sensitive

installations. Every time ex-army officers
working for the US embassy have intervened
to secure their release. These former military
officers and a long list of bureaucrats,
journalists and politicians are on the US

embassy payroll and are working directly
against the interests of Pakistan.

Former Chief of Army Staff Mirza Aslam
Baig has gone so far as to accuse the former
military dictator Pervez Musharraf of being
complicit in Blackwater crimes. General Baig
has said 1t was Musharraf who gave these
mercenaries the green light to carry out
terrorist operations in Islamabad, Rawalpinds,
Peshawar and Quetta. The current civilian
rulers, led by Asif Al Zardan, a venal
character and a notorious crook are 1n no
position to say no to the Amerncans. Mark
Mazzett1 of the New York Times reported on
August 29, 2009 that the CIA hired these
mercenaries for targeted assassmations 1n Irag,
Afghanistan and Pakistan as early as 2004.
Following a particularly gruesome episode in
Baghdad 1n 2007 in which 17 Imaqis were
murdered in cold blood, the Iraqi regime
refused to grant the company an “operating
license.” In a joint piece m the New York
Times on December 11, Mazzetti and James
Risen shed light on the tight relationship
between the CIA and Blackwater. Hired for
security duties, Blackwater operatives have
indulged 1in wanton killmgs i Iraq. In
Pakistan, the US hired them for illegal drone
attacks as well as targeted killings.

(to be continued)
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Zafar Bangash

US PUSHING PAKISTAN INTO THE ABYSS OF OBLIVION - |

We are supposed to hate suicide bombers,
those grotesque creatures hell-bent on killing
innocent people because of their “demented
ideology”. There is no shortage of experts
delivering sermons from every pulpit
pontificating on the evils of terrorism.
Government officials and their media
sycophants join in this chorus but few bother
to ask whence these hateful creatures came?
There were no suicide bombers in Pakistan or
Afghanistan a mere five years ago. What
happened during this period to give birth to
the phenomenon of suicide bombings is a
question that must be addressed in earnest.

No problem can be tackled or solved properly
without understanding 1its genesis, the
circumstances surrounding its emergence and
factors that feed its growth. Equally mportant
is the fact that if a particular approach fails to
solve the problem, alternatives must be
explored.

Pakistan i1s rapidly hurtling into the abyss of
oblivion. Hardly a day passes by without a
bomb explosion or suicide bombing in some
part of the country. What possible excuse

could there be for the murderous attack on a
masjid as happened on December 4 that killed
more than 40 people in Rawalpindi, we are
asked. The coordinated attack by suicide
bombers followed by armed men shooting
worshippers during Friday prayers when the
masjid was full was particularly gruesome.
Among those killed were a major general, a
brigadier, a colonel, two lieutenant colonels

and two majors. Seventeen children were also
killed.

Four days later (December 8), the Moon
Market in Igbal Town, Lahore was bombed
when 1t was full of shoppers; 43 people died
in that carnage. On December 9, the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) offices in Multan
were attacked. Unable to enter the building,
the attackers detonated their lethal wares in
the nearby building where families of ISI
officials live. The car bombing left 12 dead
and scores injured. Many more such attacks
will occur m the days to come if past
experience 1s anything to go by. The brief
hiatus during Eid al-Adha celebrations has
been shattered with far greater bloodletting.

Theories abound about the identity of the
perpetrators: Taliban, Indian agents, American
agents,  Afghan agents,  Blackwater
mercenaries and Mossad. The list 1s endless.
All of them may be involved but how has this
situation evolved? Why were there no suicide
bombers a mere five years ago; what
crcumstances led to therr emergence and who
else 1s fishing in the troubled waters of
Pakistan? Is the US a friend or foe? The
people of Pakistan know the answer but
Pakistani elites continue to harbor illusions
about America’s friendship and believe it

wants to help Pakistan — presumably over a
cliff.

Immediately after the Moon Market bombing

in Lahore, Pakistani Interior Minister Rehman
Malik said the government had evidence that

weapons were being smuggled from
Afghanistan. Perhaps! Lahore Police Chief]

Pervez Rathore said India was involved. This
may also be true. The Lahore daily, The




