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it nmst be mentioned here that an
Islanm ¢ state 1s, by defimition, a state
based on the Quran and the Siwmah

of the Prophet of Islam . A secular

state of whatever kind, on the other
hand, 1s a state based on the wisdom

of human beings who deny that
Revelation can be the basis of a

state. Dr. Saigol’s version of secular
state may be a legitimate mo del for
an imaginary “multi -religious state”,
as she clamms. But her reasoming
falls apart when applied to Pakistan,
simply because 1t 1s based on a
fundamental failure to acknowledge
the fact that 96% of people living
within the geographical entity called
Pakistan are Mushm according to
the most recent census.

With regard to the second colunm,
with 1ts seemung advocacy of
legalization of drmking and
prostitution, it 1s suffiaent to say
that if basic argument of that
advocacy (“prevalence of drnking
and of the oldest profession™) 1is

accepted, then one  should
simul taneously advocate for
legalization of theft, murder,

robbery and all other crimes, for
they are --- and have always been ---
present in human socety.

Even though these wiews may
advance the 1deological and moral
commitments of a few Pakistams,
their articul ation in public domain at

a moment when every Dbasic
principle of authority seems

undermined, accelerates the process
of intellectual anarchy which cannot
be de-linked from the political and
social anarchy of owr times. There 1s
much reason to fear that loose
philosophy, stmmlated by a faulty
understanding of religion has done
not a little to weaken the princples
on which the state of Pakistan was
established and which continue to
remam valid because the populace
has not changed its religious beliefs.
(Courtesy: The News)
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View Point

Dr. Muzaffar lgbal

ISLAMIC OR SECULAR PAKISTAN?

“Quantum Note” has seldom been written In
response to anything that appears on the op-ed
pages of The News. But two columns have raised
fundamental issues regarding state and religion,
and they demand response because they deal with
issues of enduring importance for Palastan. “In
defense of a secular state” and “Wmterless of
discontent than of gloom"” are both concerned with
Islam and Pakistan, which, let us recall, is a
country where 96% of the population proclams
that “There 15 no dety except Allah, and
Muhammad # 1s Allah’s Messenger.” This

testmony of faith makes them Muslim, that is,
those who believe in the five pillars of Islam (the
testmony of faith, obligatory prayers, fasting,
zakah and Haj), as well as the set of tenets
assoclated with belief (/man): the Unicity of the
Creator, Allah, belief in angels, i Allah’s
prophets, on the Day of Reckoning, and on gadr.
These are non-negotiable and wreducible beliefs of
every Mushm.

It 1s not my intention to probe the belief of the
writers of the above-mentioned columns. One of
them has ridiculed the “self-proclaimed defenders
of Pakistan’s ideology”, lamented the impossibility
of “a creative dialogue on the meanings of
seculansm” and listed five pomts in “defense of
revisiting our dominant ideologies and establishing
a secular state within Pakistan as one of several
possible resolutions to its myriad problems. “The
other 1s essentially asking for legalization of
drinking and prostitution, for “doctors of divinity
should know enough about the human condition to
realize that banmng anything makes it more
attractive.”

While both are welcome to hold whatever views
they hold, when they wnte for public consumption,
they mcur a responsibility --- a moral and
intellectual responsibility. While the prevalent
intellectual anarchy allows publication of all kinds
of views, we think that these 1deas are unsound on
historical grounds. It is hard to see how the writers
of these two articles can publish such views, which
1gnore fundamental historical realities.

To begin with, let us note that the state of Pakistan
came into existence through the partition of the
Indian subcontment on the basis of Islam. This can
be attested to by wisiting the primary sources

available to all. There is not a single argument
advanced by the representatives of Muslims of the
Indian subcontinent during the period of struggle
for gaming independence from the overbeanng
English Colonisers that does not rest on the
principle that Muslims and non-Muslims are two
nations which cannot live within the same state.
The two-nation theory is simply a statement of this
historical reality: even after hundreds of years of
shared existence within a specific geographical
region, Muslims and non-Muslims of the Indian
subcontinent remained two distinct nations. This 1s
why Islam was, 1s, and will remain the only raison
d etre of Pakistan. This 1s why every document of
the Independence movement --- from the
pamphlets of Chaudhry Rahmat Ali, to the 1930
presidential address of Allama Igbal, to the
legalistic arguments of Muhammad Ali Jinnah ---
rests on this fundamental argument that the
Muslims of India constitute a separate nation from
the non-Muslims and deserve to have a separate
homeland.

To be sure, the case for the Islamic Republic of
Pak 1stan does not rest on the statements of a Jinnah
or an Igbal, for these individuals were but human
and their reasoning cannot be taken to have
enduring and lasting value; it rests on the fact that
the vast majority of this land 1s Muslim. It is this
silent majority for whom the rallying cry durnng
the years of popular uprising against the British
was Pakistan ka Matlab kaya? La’ilahah illallah
(What is the meanmg of Pakistan? There i1s no
deity except Allah), that remains the bedrock of an
unchanging reality. Hence, the argument advanced
by Dr. Saigol, that “ideologies do not remain static
and over time they do transform”, is invalid, for
the fundamental building block of Palastan is not
merely an 1deology, but commitment of our people
to Islam. It i1s this fundamental reality that Dr.
Saigol wishes to 1gnore by callmg 1t a
“fundamental mythology”, and “a demal of
history™. Denial of history is certainly present in
this argument.

Apart from these considerations, there are other
enduring reasons which dictate that a truly Islamic,
and not a secular, state 1s the real answer to
Pakistan’s myriad problems. But  those
considerations require a separate column, although
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