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believing in evil and deteat them? The
image i made cven more horrifving by
statements such as this one from the same
speech: "Our response involves far more
than  instant  retaliation  and  isolated
strikes. Americans should not ex-peet one
hattie. but a lengthy campaign unlike any
other we have ever seen.” The vagueness
of svhat s meant by "lengthy cam-paign”
(something  more than  rewaliation and
military strikes) becomes a serious cause
for alzm when o papal. broad-brush
Justification is released for a struggle
against the pereeived evil,

his characterization of the enemy as
wholly evil is then fur-ther reinforeed by
lunguage that draws sharp lines between
only o sides. good sersus evil, This

avent Ix part ol a great cosmic bat-te:

“This wall be o monumental struggle of

goud versus evil. But good will prevail.”
Canadian author Erna Paris writes that
the image of a crusade—of a cosmic war
between goed and evil —remains  the
President Bush

chotee ol George W,

when he speak o reassure the American

people in these words, “With these
ssimbol-laden words.  the  president
fuifilled  the  three purposes | have

alluded 1o he reassured people that he
was i control: he laid the foundation tor
his eventual response. which would be
war ol some sort: and he  steered the

public discourse into u  religious -
apo€alyptic space.”

With this kind of language. Pope on
the religions front and Bush on the
pelitical appeal 1o the Western

public’s noble sentiments in order to

front

solicit therr sup-port for a grand strategy
tor o moment i the Great
Cosmic Battie between Good and vl
The problem with Pope and Bush's
theory of justification is that i1 is all wo
casy for anvone o sy that we have the
right Kinds of feelings. and the enemics
have the wrong kinds of teel-ings, and so
we are good and they are evil Bush and
Blair on the political front do re-gard
some Muslims as innocent and do no
wish to harm them. Nevertheless, Pope’s
attempl to demonize the core of [slam
with  the  help of words  from  an
Islamophaobe from 14th century removes
any distinetion between pood and evil
Muslis.

decisive

The most worrisome  aspect of  the

political and religious  leaders” calling

of  suttering  th s have :
%

Islam  and Mushims  evil is that it
foreclully silences dissent ta the theor
that the world is divided into 1w o. On one
side the

democracy. creativity. a "way ol life”

are cuncepts o {reedom.
and "civilization.” all necessarily o he
defended with something "more” than
mere words. On the side are images of
murderer ~lihadists.”
and wemen and chitdren being beaten

lurking in caves,

because ol their socks. shoes. kites. and
snowmen. Neutrality is rot an option.
There is no space for it in such a sharp
dichotomy. Evernn attitude,  action.  or
person must be assigned o one side or
the other. Therelore, to question the papal
or White Flouse interpretation. or to
question the appropriateness of” militar
adventures. is 10 re-move oneself from
the side of goodness. because in a tightly
di-chotomized world. to question any part
of one side of the divide is to question
associated  with it

cventhing  clse

Theretore,  the  guestioner  muost be
regurded as evil. because there are no
ather wavs of classitying someone who,
by questioning some ol what Bush or
Pope has delined as evil, s therebs
questioning goodness itsell!

It 15 very strange that the states pﬁrpusc

of Pope’s speech at his old universit. was

Lo provide a foundation for a "dialogue of

cultures™ and challenge secularist reason.
i sounds like a noble endeavor. yvet the
concept of the evil in Islam is so
engraved in Pope’ mind that rather than
addressing those of his fellow Christians
whose addiction to faith undermines their
abilitn tw reason he pomted a critical
finger at Islam.

Right now. there is far more organized
and systenutic violence in the world
being commitied by people who call
themselves Christians than by anvone
clse. Bvidence is mounting by the day
which shows military Generals. such as
General Boykin insulting Muslims and
Islam and  their warriors

front  line

deseerating the Qurian and making fun of

Muslim faith. The violent acts associated

with a handful of Muslims (without any

West

resulted inonly a fraction of the amount
Mushi

concrete evidencey in the have

experienced in reeent years. As an lragi
wrole this week., “With 3.000 civilians
Killed
sutfers its own 9711 on a monthly basis.”

every four weeks. my country
Keeping such blindness of Pope, Bush.
Blair and their associales in mind, one
comues 1o the conelusion that the calls tor
Pope’s apologs are meaningless. Any
verbal apology [rom anvene of them s
irrelevant. 1t would netther change the
ground realitics nor the bigowry  and
[slamophobia in their hearts. Tt would not
change their plans 1w impose “value
syslems on the Muslim world.™ What
Muslims and non-Muslims need 1w do is

to struggle tor mutual liberation from the

religio-impertal forces which  have
enslaved the humanity.
The dawn of true liberation lor

Muslims and non-Muslims is at hand. A
majority of the masses have realized that
today s inequalities.  poverty, violence
and wars at global and local levels stem
from the rule of law and goserning
systems put in place over the last seven
centuries by the wealthy and powerfu!
colonialists, who hase through out been
blessed by Popes in their respectiv e age.
Ihe first of those 700 vears was
plunder by trade between city states and

the countryside and the slow evolution of

current rule of law. Then came the 400
years of long battles between the colonial
empires, Only afler WW-II did those
imperial nations ally together (o maintain
control ol the rest of the world. The
posver structure realized they had 1o quit
fighting cach other and ally topether 10
maintain their monopols position. That
alliance is  desperately  attempting 1o
sustain both their rules of law tplunder by
trade) and internal rule of law worldwide.
Islam is perceived as the onl challenge
that can come up with an alternative
model and way of life. Flence. it is the
evil and the enemy number one.

Correction:
[n the previous issue (# 37) name of
auther of article. “"The achievement

ol the...... Towas wrongly printed
stewart Bell instead ot Dr [srug
Ahmad. We regren for the error.
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Calls for Pope's Apology are Meaningless and Irrelevant

Pope Benedict XV proved himself to be
another George Bush on the religious
front of a war to sustain the cxisting
unjust world order. As he spoke his mind
more clearly, both Muslims and non-
Muslims arc demanding his “a decep and
persuasive  apology.” The question,
however 1s: Would Pope’s apology mean
he has changed his belief that the
teachings of Propher Mohammed are
“evil and inhuman™’

The answer 1o this question lics in deep
analysis of what is going on both on the
religious and political fronts in the West
to prescrve the status quo of a global,
imperial order—a rule of faw which the
former colonial powers have established
to perpetuate de facto colonization of the
weak nations. At present, if anything can
pose a real challenge to this order. it 1s
Islam. Hence Islam and its followers
become enemies by default.

Muslims and Islam are presented as evil
because the concept of "evil" contains
ambiguitics and cvokes fear. By
employing the term “evil,” Western
political and religious leaders generate
fecar of Muslims and Islam te manipulate

people’s  attitudes  and  behaviors.
Associating  Islarmc  sources, Prophet
Mohammed and Muslims with evil is
especially  powerful  for  summoning

support for vielent or militaristic action.
When the events of Scptember |1
unfolded, many pecople were deliberately
forced to feel that they were witnessing
evil. With staiements upon statements,
people were made to feel angry, fearful
and sad. Without presenting any concrete
cvidence thus far, people have been
bombarded with messages that there were
¢vil Muslims who were responsible, and
if we could just find them and kill them,
the world would be safe again and life
could return to normal.

The rhetoric of Bush and Blair's speeches and
news conferences shows the construction of

the kind of ideology of good versus evil that is .

meant 1o justify a violent, militaristic
re-sponse.  Furthermore, together with the
corporate media and religious sector, they
employ clever rhetorical strategics that play on
both public wishful thinking and fears in order
to per-suade by emotion rather than logic.

Bush, for example, explains why the
United States was targeted for attack:
"America was targeted for attack because

we're the bright-est beacon for freedom
and opportunity in the world" In
subse-quent speeches, he adds to this list:
they hate our democratically elected
government: they hate our tolerance of
openness ana

our creative culture. While it 1s possible
that all this ts truc. the question of
whether it s the full answer to the
question of who really atntacked and why
Americans were attacked remains open.
Such language makes "the enemy” seem
monstrous and irrational,
incomprehensibly  hating  what  the
Western public regard as unquestionably
good.

In his first speech after Scptember 11
attacks, Bush de-scribed the terrible
events of that day as cvil, and ticd evil
into human nature. The ideu of evil
people was then made more ex-plicit in
later specches. For example, in a news
conference on October 11, Bush said, "]
think it's cssential that all moms and dads
and citizens tell their children we love
them and there is love in the world, but
also remind them there are evil people.”
Specific cvil people were then identified
during this news con-ference: Osama bin
Laden and Saddam Hussein. Any
subsequent attempt to call someone cvil
or his religious beliefs as evi] evokes the
same images of “evil” Osama bin laden
and Saddam Hussein.

Pope’s attempt to directly or indirectly
link the Prophet of Islam and his
teachings to “evil and inhuman” becomes
an icing on the cake, This puts a seal of
confirmation on the political attempts at
showing just how horrible the “ewil”
Muslims are. Bush on the peolitical front
says, they are trained in tactics of terror
and are "sent to hid¢ in countries around
the world to plot cvil and destruction.
They are directed "to kilf Christians and
Jews, to kill all Americans and make no
distinctions among military and civilians,
including women and children.” Not only
do they kill, they do so with sat-isfaction:
"We have seen the true nature of these
terrorists in the nature of their attacks;
they kill thousands of innocent people
and then rejeice about it. They kill fellow
Mushms, many of whom died in the
World  Trade Center that  terrible
morning. and then they glout. They
condone murder and claim to be doing so

in the name of a peacetul religion.” But:
"We're not deccived by their pretenses 1o
picty.”

And it is not just the terrorists themselves
at fault. All other Mushms us well
become guilty by association, and shanng
the same faith and following teuchings of
the same prophet. Because the cnemy is
so clearly cvil, a military response s
re-quited and Pope has no problem:
extending legitimacy for this mission to
“democratize”™ the Muslims world. This
connection was made explicit when Bush
spoke with reporters at the White House
following his November ¢ sateilite
speech 10 @ summit in Warsaw, Poland.
Referring again to bin Laden, Bush said,
"This 15 an c¢vil man that we're dealing
with, and 1 wouldn't put 1t past hun to
develop evil weapons to try to harm
civilization as we know it. That's why we
work hard to keep our coalition bound
together, and that's why we're going to
keep relentless military pressure on him
in Afghanistan.” In an carlier speech. he
spoke of directing "every resource at our
command” to this task, clasming that "the
only way 1o defeat tesrorism as a threat 1o
our way of lifc 15 to stop it, eliminate it
and destroy it where it grows.” The
response is thus one of vengeance and
vio-lence, expressed in  unambiguous
terms of elimination and de-strugtion.
Pope and Bush’s goal are as much
ambitious as they arc scary. Pope
believes the Prophet of Islam has brought
nothing new other than “cvil and
inhuman.” On the other hand Bush says.
this war on cvil "will not end until every
terrorist group of global rcach has been
found, stopped and defeated.” Stating the
goal this way is disturbing, as the very
impossibility of determining  whether
Bush and company have actually
succeeded suggests that they may be
forcing public to hive in fear and in this
statc of war not just for a long time, but
forever. Pope’s attempt to link the roots
of evil to the message of Praphet
Mohammed shows that Muslims will
remain evil as long as they follow his
teachings. How can we ever be sure we
have found every terrorist gioup and
cvery Muslim has relinquished the “evil
and inhuman™ teachings of Prophet
Mohammed? What exactly would it take
o permancntly stop  Muslims  from
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