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THE LEADER

Patient and steady with atl he must bear,
Ready to meet every challenge with care,
yet
in his faith,

Isn't afraid to propose what

temh 5311 ot lns

solid as steel,
refreshingly real,

is bold,

conform to the usual

Tells it all straight,

Going forward and knowing he's right,
Even when doubted for why he would fight,
Over and over he makes his case clear
Reaching .to touch the ones who won't hear.

Growing in strength, he won't be unnerved,
Ever assuring he'll stand by his word.

Wanting the world to join his firm stand,
but praying for peace,
cease:

Bracing for war,
Using his power so evil will
So much a leader and worthy of trust,
Here stands a man who will do what he must.

mold ,
Eyes that have foresight, for hindsight wont do,
Never backs down when he sees what is true,
and means it all too.

(Anonymous)
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il which  committed
unimaginable  crimes  against every
Pushto speaking person they found. The
massacre at Qila-c-Jhangi and suftocating
other prisoners to death in containers was
a Jeint NA-USA venture agamst the
predominantly Pushto speaking
popuiations. Since then. despite repeated
pledges  and  sham  purges.  historic
archrivals of the Pushtoens remain in the
position of power in the reginte.
Bush and Blair's recent proclamations of
a war on the Muslim's dream of Isiamic
Khilafuh are gradually adding refigions
Haver to the nationalistic feelings of even
those Pushioon who never thought of the
U'S adventures in their region in religious
terms.
OF course, the Pushioonwali code s
there. But it does not  mean every
Pushtoon is g Talih or every Talib was a
terrorist and there is no place for them on
the surface of the earth anymore unless
they submit to Musharrat and Karazi's
will. The way the Pushtoon region on
both sides ot the divide is treated makes
the rehigious factor  overlap  the
“Pushtunwali code, that would play a kev
role inthe upeoming turmoil in the
region. The turmol] referred 1o would be
wider 1n scade and scope than what we
see m frag today.
The results on 2002 ¢lecnons 1 Pakistan
NWEP and Baluchistan not
necessartly an endorsement of whal was
happening in - Atvhanistan since  the
Taiiban’s coming to power. but it surely
reflected Pushtoon resentment over (e
injustice meled out to ihe Pushtoons in
Afghunistan, A majority of Pushtoon
see the hands of the Pukistani
establishment with  Pushtoon
blood. For the first time an external factor
impacted the resulis of Jomestic clections
e Pukistun [13] Above all, the federal
LOVErNment’s move 1o reject a recent bill
unanmousiy - passed by the NWFEFP
provincial assembly  through  Supreme
Count takes focus away from the content
of the Bl and focuses on the way
Pushtoon and st ar2 treated,
The sources ofanxiety and concern in the
Pushtoon deminated region in Pakistan
and Afchanistan will prevail. Resistance
to the allegitimate Afghan government 1s
Iikely o continue and the allegations
would mercase with the passage of time
that the “terronst elements™ have taken
refuge m the tnbal arcas and sleeper cells
operate from NWEFP and  Baluchistan,

Wre

even
covered

Trouble is bound to brew in the Pushioon
region,

which  would  evoke  more

repres sponse from the security
forces, In turn this might cxacerhate
Center-Provincial tensions. The Pakistan
government has cared lide for local
apinion and sentiments. 1f the law and
arder siuation deteriorates a litde more,
the military  regime will make it an
excuse  to dissolving  the  NWIFP
ROVCIMMENE as an extreme measure. Such
a development would probably result in
destabilization across the Pushtoon tribal
areas of Pakistan and may well resenate

into the already destabilized
Afghanistan's Pushioon belr.
Both  Pakistan and  Afghanistan  are

hovering on the edge of disaster due 1o
US intrusive intervention over the yEars,
Pushtoon wrangle is the most volatile
spol. simmering with rage at the moment
due to no less than Y0 yeary of neglect
and repression. Keeping in mind the
unstable global situation, the
unpredictable US foreign policy and its
designs against Syria and Iran, any slight
imbalance in the precarious status quo in
Pakistan and Atizhanistan would become
the tipping point. Pakistan is already the
“high value target™ The reason, its
nuclear status s treated dilferently than
others, 1s 10 ke ume and pacily the
target  before the  final Any
misadventure agaimst Pakistan could be
another reason. leading o unmaginable
turmott in South Asia.

I any case, Pushieon triangle will prove
W be the hotest spot in the future's
scemingly inevitable  turmoil  in the
regron. It will act fike a throbbing heart,
pumping blood 1o the resistance against

assault,

oceupiers, as well as shaping the future of

this  region. The  wrmol  we  are
discussing here would  be  of  the

magnitude which cannot be controlled by
cosmictiv representation of Pushtoon in
the puppet parliament in Afghanistan, or
signing new treaties o conlirm Duran
Line ax the permanent boundary, and
some measures 1o please the neglected
provinces in Pakistan,

The turmotl and emergence of Pushtoon
triangle to prominence will he the result
af instigation and aggression by Bush and
Blair, whe are already blamed for acting
hke Nazi war eriminals who staried

World War 2, by those who know the
truth, such as the formor UN weapons
inspector (1991-1998). Scott Ritter. in
frag.[16] Therefore. the solution o this
problem doesn’t fie in South Asia. It lies
in the places from where it orig nated:
London and Washington.
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Emergence of a Pushtoon Triangle in South Asia (II)

For understanding the Pushtoon Triangle,
we need to understand complaints of the
American analysts, such as James A.
Phillips, a Research Fellow at  the
Heritage Foundation, who argue that
Pakistan has deployed about 80,000
troops “along the border but has tumed a
blind eye to Taliban activity among its
own restive Pushtun minority, which
remains more anti-Western and  pro-
Taliban  than  the  Pushtuns  who
historically have dominated
Afghanistan.” They also suggest: “The
United  States  should  pressure  the
Pakistarn government to actively disrupt
crass-border  Taliban  operations  and
arrest Tahban leaders who have found
sanctuary with Pakistani Pushtoon tribes
along the border.” [8}

Pushtoon on the other hand ask. which
border are you talking about? Recently
Sarfaraz  Ahmed from  Daily Times
visited Wali Khan, the son of legendary
Pushtoon leader, Abdul Ghafar Khan. His
discussion reveals that Wali Khan’s
family 1n particular, and Pushioon
general, stil} believe:

“The hines dividing Pushiuns represent
repression, They are but one people. The
British-Afghan treaty (delineation of the
Durand Line) was an agreement under
duress, Amir Abdul Rahman was forced
to sign it behind bars. He was subjected
to torture. His release came in exchange
for his signastures on the treaty, Since
then, no Afghan government has ratified
that treaty. Not even the Mujahideen, not
Hikmatyar, not even the Taliban. Asked
whether  President Hanud  Korzai
accepted the Durand Line, she [Begum
Wali Khan] said: *So far even Karran has
not accepted Durand Line as  the
permanent border. If he accepts it at a
later stage, that is another thing. Anyone
wha calls himself a Pushtoon will never
accept the Durand [Line]."[9]

These facts and history cannot be isolated
from what is going on i Afghamistan and
Pakistan. The root cause of soured
relations  between  Afghanistan and
Pakistan has beenn the storie Pushioon
divide. The Taliban reign was the only
period when Pakistan didn’t consider
Afghaimstan a threat o its  internal
stability.  Since  the  establishment  of
Washington's puppet regime in Kabul,
the situation 1s as tense as it could be.

Cross border incursions, attacks and
diplomatic accusations remain a routine.
Karzai still depends on the US protection
and assistance and finds himself quite
weak, Otherwise, imagine the meaning of
Karzai's present silence on the issue of
Durand Line[10] when he feels strong, or
when Pakistan’s relations with
Washington are not at their best.
However, this is just the beginning of the
story of South Asia heading towards a
trmoil due to US excessive intervention
in Afghanistan and Pakistan on the one
hand and unprecedented boost to make
India a super power on the other. The
situation was tense already. If we go a
little back in history, the tension between
Pakistan and Afghanistan started with
Kabul's casting the sole vote at the UN
against Pakistan’s membership in 1947
because Afghanistan didn't recognize the
legitimacy  of Pakistan’s  borders.
Afghanistan claimed natural and legal
right to the provinees of Baluchistan and
NWEFP and expressed the hope that
"natural and legal rights of freedom of
the North West Frontier people and free
tribes along the borders may also be
established."[ 11}

The Pushtoon nationalistic fervor might
be considerably subdued at the moment.
However. the  Musharral  regime’s
incursions in the tribal areas in NWFP
and military excesses in Baluchistan have
once more galvanized the situation to an
extent that nationalistic fervor is getting
strengthened  with religious sentiments.
The morg the level of awareness rises, the
more this combined fervor gets strength.
In the near future there is no hope that the
US will declare an end to its operation
against Al-Qaeda. an organization whose
very existence is seriously questioned by
an increasing number of independent
analysts. So, for the US, Al-Qaeda and
the  Tabban  will  remamn  around
indefinitely and  so  would  Afghan
regimes’ complaints against Pakistan’s
lack of action. As a result Musharraf
would have no option but to keep as
many troops in NWEFP and Baluchistan as
possible, Some areas in the region have
already been transformed into occupied
Caza and West Bunk.

This approach on the part of General
Musharrat” will continue despite the fact
that successive Pakistam governments

followed Jinnah's policy, who reversed
the British policy of stationing treops 1
the Pushtoon areas believing  that
Muslims rather than the British could win
the allegiance of the tribes.[12] British
forward policy has now become part of
the American agenda for the region and a
dependent regime in Islamabad has to
follow it to the letter.

Just like the anti-Islam propaganda has
made every Mushm a suspect. The anti-
Taliban  campaign has turned every
Pushtoon nto a suspect. The whole
region, the triangular region inhibited by
Pushtoon on both sides of the Durand
Line has become the target of anti-
“fundamentalism™ crusade. Sandwiched
between the two puppet regimes in Kabul
and Islamabad, this region has suffered
both physically, socially and
psvchologically.

Physically it remained the target of US
assault, using depleted uranium. The
region is facing the consequences: An
increased number of physically deformed
babies is one of the immediate signs,
Socially, life has become muserable for
the Pushtoons living in the area adjacent
to the Durand Line due to increased
surveillance, closed borders, disruption of
business and social life. not to speak of
the death and destruction when Pakistani,
US and Afghan forces launch operations
to  catch  “high wvalue targets.”
Interestingly they couldn’t catch any of
the “high value targets”™ in the last four
years.,

When the US imposed the war on
Afghamistan  in 2001,  Pushtoons
witnessed  removal  of  their  fetlow
Pushtoons from power tor the second
time this decade after dominating the
country for nearly 300 years.[13] When
Operation Enduring Freedom
commenced in October 2001, an influx of
Pushtoon refugees into Pakistan and Iran
began. Both countries blocked entry of
the displaced Pushtoons. Nevertheless
about  200.000 were able to  enter
Pakistan. But nearly 2 million were
displaced  and  remained  within
Afghanistan.[14]

As the war progressed, the sympathy of
Pushtoons increased with their brethren
as a natural outcome. To add insult 10
injury, despite Musharraf™s ¢ntreaties, the
US allowed Northern Alliance (NA) to



