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OBSERVANCE OF LIMITS OF DECENCY IN

OUTDOOR ADVERTISEMENT

Being a Muslim country and an eastern society, we
have to be mindful of the limits of decency in our displays on
publicity boards. More frequently than, not woman is depicted
in displays and instances of violation of limits of decency in
displays necessitate interference by the PHA.

Your attention is invited to the Indecent Advertisements
Prohibition Act, 1963 which prohibits indecent advertisements
which amount to any incentive, sensuality and excitement of
impure thoughts in the mind of an ordinary man of normal
temperament, and has the tendency to deprave and corrupt
those whose minds are open to such immoral influence, and
which are deemed to be detrimental to public morals and
calculated to produce a pernicious effect, in depraving and
debauching the minds of persons. The same law prescribes a
sentence of imprisonment of six months or fine or both and
sentence of one year imprisonment for subsequent offences
besides confiscation of such publicity material.

The Parks & Horticulture Authority, Lahore expects

that the limits of decency would be observed and |

transgressions avoided obviating the confiscation of such
publicity material and invocation of the legal provisions.
' With profound regards,
Shabbir Ahmad
Director General
Parks & Horticulture Authority Lahore
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To make the waters muddy for the and minds of the terrorists  in hrrp://ﬁnance.groups.yahoo.com/group/in

Taliban, the bombings in Africa and Washington. foTimes/message/1133

Yemen were blamed on Osama Bin .

Laden, despite his clear staternents that In the later days, _the Taliban went to thg (54] Interview with Ahmed Rashid by Omar

he has, nothing to do with any of these extent of keeping Osama and his Samad, Azadi Afghan Radio, op. cit.

terrorist acts.[53] In preparation for Co".e agues under tight surveillance. ’l_“he -

dislodging the Taliban, the US pressed Tah_b an t(fmk alll) c;or:mumcatul)]n '?!Epﬁ"

the UN into imposing sanction on the equipments from Ara s an they were the

Taliban  government. It orevented ones who banned journalists from seeing

o . d  )sama - particularly if they had - - 'J .

\I; S}:::l'stafm.;sslarrf?[:obelgve\:s:g thelirll' equipment for recording his statements. U:U '/ 4" bM) g‘—"/" U'

ghanistas. P Contrary to the cormon perception that

campaign and the corporate terrorists had o b A, .
to abandon their hopes of succeeding in Arabs ~were directing _the Ta_l toan, dj'f/ 4 11
according to Aymen Al-Zawaheri, the

courting the Taliban. Taliban_would not respond to any of their % J 'Y UT} (K" ,( u’
One of the reasons for this certainly suggestions, let alone obeying them. * '

appears to be the fact that the Taliban According to Aymen Al-Zawaheri, “The v JU J BT = f!
failed to play the US-friendly role of a ZahbanJuSt ll)auﬁh at our suggestlons, and

“servi » o not even bother to respon -3 .

servile ~ govemment'. The us P ﬂJLiJU 'fU:UYrLL')’

administration was “hoping  fo bring  with all these friendly overtures on the .
another Saudi Arabia or Kuwait int0 part of the Taliban, which could in no e UT/ Py b/_-,/v JUI
being where it has unfettered access 10 way meant total surrender like any other ‘

their policies and resources. As Ahmed widdle Eastern Kingd d - " :
- : u gdoms  an Pl R - AR
Rashid points out, “The UNOCAL  gheikhdoms or the “democratic” regime Ut J 4

project was based on the premise that the j,  Pakistan. In the meanwhile T . ”

A . - 3 2 | ;‘ Pl |
Taliban ~ were  gOINE to  CONQUET fslamophobes had taken the anti-Taliban uﬂ/:’, JU!,? +% v
Afghanistan. This premise was fed to

) Se Wi  campaign to new limits. The US s, “fz “i o
them by various countries like Saudi administration has thus no option but to Ux /"5 4 Jv‘ &
Arabia, Pakistan and elements within the

A i : ! begin considering the Taliban as a - .
US administration. Essentially it was 2 fyndamental obstacle to US interests by uf e / = LY 2 (._",/’ J )
premise that was very wrong, because it

1999. Due to these developments, us . J g '
was based on conquest and would policy toward the Taliban took an about- L5 Jr unl S8
therefore make it absolutely certain that yym. . s
not only would they not be able to build )’ W L J Lo J & ¥
the pipeline, but they would never beable MNotes__ . — g
to have that k@nd ‘f)f security in ordef 10 [48] “War on Afghanistan: The Warlords }/ (T d /*f VA Ji 3 H‘ 3 r F
build the pipeline."[54] and Foot Soldiers,” People’s March, .

- *
The same is more true today than at the Volume 2, No. 12, December 2001 o |/¢"— 0.4 K&f'} JU'
time of the Taliban. The US believe to hatp:/, fwww.peoplesmarch.com/archwes/Z .
have conquered Afghanistan and the 001/dec2k ! /warloards.htm U ) J =1 ;J) - L u,
situ_a.tion. is fa_vorable to launch the [49] Ahmed Rashid, “Kabul Neighbours S
projects in waiting for years. In fact, the yp 1o old tricks,” The Age, February 11, v ) J (T .4 L J
question is: For how long can the US 2003. . -t

protect an imposed regime and for long

A e d
; hitp-/Awww (heage.com.au/articles/2003/02/ 1y 2% € UFY
can it stay to contro! Afghanistan. p £ y : C) J v

1041 044725732734 html?oneclick=true

Compared to the present puppet regime, [50] Statement of Congressman Dana Sut/ & 242 K‘;’/J JL‘)'
the Taliban proved very good al Rohrabacher, US Policy Toward

maintaining order in the country and  Afghanistan, Senate Foreigh Relations Sy s Lf_)} J J
providing security. However, _lhree Subcommittee on South Asia, 14 April .
factors made them untouchables in the 1999, u‘,uﬂ u,!L_;ch-L,j:c__ﬁ
end. ¥

51 See details: - ’ o
1. Their refusal to act like subservient Lttg:/,'www.icssa‘org/[CSS%ZO- J U:(-EU’ JJ’ U"’
Karzai, Musharraf or many other Arab o,20Themes afghanistan_IMusharraf_to . .
sheiks and kings; Mullahtm U: Y '/é— 0.4) K..:;/) Jcﬂ

2. Their working towards transforming [52] Ali, Noor, US-UN Conspiracy
Afghanistan into an Islamic State and the  Against the People of Afghanistan,

islamophobes obsession with bringing QOnpline Center for Afghan Studies, 21 P
that government down, and February 1998. ' G g SuU! (:-b/
[$3] See Osama's interview and other (G § Us r‘lj‘y'
analysis on this link: —

1

3. the fear that Osama’s fatwa of Jihad
gainst the US has created in the hearts

e e
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As far the Russia's interest is concerned,
it is the same as the US. Russia was also
supported by India for the same reason of
natural resources. A writer for the Voices
of Indian Revolution writes: “When the
govt. is unwilling to grant even a few
paisa to the drought affected in [ndia, it is
willing to grant a huge amount for
Afghanistan’s "rehabilitation”. Why? The
answer is simple : the entire efforts are to
serve Indian Big Business, and
particularly Reliance, who will gain the
maximum from a friendly govt. in
Afghanistan; due to a pipeline that could
bring Central Asian Oil & Gas to
Reliance’s giant petro-chemical complex
on the Gujarat coast at Jamnagar!!!"[48]

The extent of Russian interest can be
judged from its continued support to
Northern Alliance, despite the US and
NATO presence in Afghanistan and
despite US objections. Ahmed Rashid
reports: "Russia backed the former
Northern Alliance during that time and is
continuing to support the army of the
powerful  alliance leader, General
Mohammed Fahim, who is now the
Afghan  Defence Minister....Quietly,
American officials have asked Moscow
to stop the flow of arms.” [49] One can
imagine the extent of Russian assistance
to Northern alliance in the absence of US
and NATO forces, and in the absence of
military satellites and surveillance drone
at the time of the Taliban.

Coming to point {b) mentioned above,
Istamophobes’ concerns and strategic and
economic interests have evidently far
outweighed America’s professed
humanitarian benevolence. In 1999, the
plans to cajole, purchase or persuade the
Taliban and laying the oil and gas
pipelines were put on hold, not because
of the humanitarian concerns but because
of the fear of attacks on American
interests in Afghanistan, which resulted
after Osama's fatwa of Jihad against the
United States.-

Contro! of Afghanistan remained a top
priority without any concern of human
rights abuse and irrespective of who is in
power in Kabul. In this regard, the
authoritative testimony of US
Congressman Dana Rohrabacher

concerning American policy toward

Afghanistan make much sense.

Rohrabacher has been invoived with
Afghanistan since the early 1980s when
he worked in the White House as Special
Assistant to then US President Ronald
Reagan, and a Senior Member of the US
House [nternational Relations Committee
in Bush-1I administration. Since 1988 he
traveled to Afghanistan as a member of
the US Congress with mujahideen
fighters and participated in the battle of
Jalalabhad against the Soviets.

Dana Rohrabacher has testified as
follows: “Having been closely involved
in US policy toward Afghanistan for
some twenty years, | have called into
question  whether or  naot this
administration has a covert policy that
has empowered the Taliban.” After
documenting a large number of factors
indicating tacit US support of the
Taliban, Rohrabacher concludes: “] am
making the claim that there is and has
been a covert policy by this
administration to support the Taliban
movement's control of
Afghanistan.. There can only be two
explanations. Either the State Department
is totally incompetent, or therc is an
ongoing cover-up of the State
Department’s true fundamental policy
toward Afghanistan.”{50]

1t is correct to conclude that by its covert
policy the US was making an all out
effort to make Afghanistan a satellite
state like Egypt and Pakistan. However, it
is naive to assume that the US was
attempting to make Afghanistan 2
protectorate of an unpredictable Pakistan.
In the end it realized that it can never
achieve its aim without a direct
occupation and that is why the US is
there busy in consolidating a long lasting
puppet regime.

Of course the US Administration has as
vsual ignored the very objectives of
Afghans themselves. Even today, the US
has disregarded the aspirations of the
Afghan masses just the way it did during
the Soviet occupation, during the civil
war afterwards, and during the Taliban’s
rule.

Some Afghans are supporting the Karzai
regime for the reason that they believe
Pakistan has exploited Afghanistan
towards its advantage during the rule of
the Taliban. Pakistan initially supported
the Taliban for the United States and later
on considered them the only legitimate
alternative to the war lord and anti-
Pakistan elements in the form of
Northern alliance.

It however, doesn’t mean that the US also
wanted to reward Pakistan in authorizing
it to control Afghanistan as suzerain
through war lords. There is no basis to
such claims. After failure in turning the
Taliban into a puppet regime, the US
forced Pakistan in many ways 1o
discontinue a policy that initially came
from Washington. Musharraf started
following the US dictates early on after
his coup. In October 1999, he overthrow
an elected government and four months
ater he was lecturing the Taliban to form
a broad based government: "Musharraf
tells Mulla Rabbani:led team: Resolve

Osama  issue, Form broad-based
govemnment.”  (The Frontier Post,
February 02, 2000.)[51]

The ties, nevertheless, were gone so deep
that Pakistan could not extricate itself
untii the US government could come up
with the staged event like 9/11. At this
time, the timid “commando,” had no
option but to follow the script and toe the
line already drawn for him. He joined
hands in the already planned invasion and
occupation of Afghanistan.

Dr. Ali Noor's assessment and prediction
has proved right. He wrote in 1998: “The
US Govemment, in complicity with its
regionat allies, and for want of anything
better, is trying to put therein a servile
government of its own choice so as to
possess the necessary leverage to
influence the overall politics and
economics of the region in accordance
with its imperialistic objectives. Pending
the identification and installation of such
a government the country has to endure
the state of anarchy and instability
accordingly."[52] Today, we see that
servile government well in place, at least
as long as its head, the former CIA agent,
Karzai, is guarded by the American
traops on his throne.



