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reality that the IST is not a state within a In an interview broadcast by the BBC Those who were close encugh to the

state as the Indian analysts suggest. 1SI is
subservient to every government in
power and has to follow its decisions. It
1s beyond imagination that Musharrafs
client-regime would be following one
policy and the ISI another.

Trying to dump everything on the ISI's
shoulders without a detailed exposé of
the CIA’s link with it in all that it has
done before and Washington’s influence
over Islamabad is like trying to bust the
Gambino crime family in the US without
arresting anyone whose name ends with a
vowel — it is simply impossible for the
ISI to be on its own.

What else could be clearer in this regard
than the fact that in 1990, the CIA began
supplying the Mujahideen directly, rather
than using Pakistan's [SI intelligence
service as a conduit. According to then
chief of ISI's Afghanistan  branch,
Mohammad Youssaf, the CIA's aim was
to "play on differences between the
various factions and their commanders,”
in an effort to "curb the power" of the
factions and make way for an unknown
"Transition Regime."1%]

50. the discussion boils down to the fact
that the Taliban, ISI and all those who
remained in power in Islamabad during
this peried, worked no more than mere
puppets for Washington some
knowingly and some unknowingly. The
allegations about I$I's continued support
to the Taliban and its mention in the 9/11
Commission Report are clear signs that
IS is also gradually outliving its utility
for its masters, It is for sure next on the
chopping block along with Pakistan’s
nuclear program and Pakistan itself.!”!

Similarly, the moment the US started
losing interest in the Taliban with the
conclusion that they cannot serve its
intercst as expected, their “crimes” begin
to multiply. The moment the Taliban
started exercising their independence and
tried to break out of the invisible
American yoke, in the American media,
they lost their early sainthood and
became “thugs.”

The Taliban knew little of the facts
revealed later by organizations, such as
Amnesty International. In one of its
reports, Al confirms that “accounts of the
madrasas (religious schools) which the
Taliban attended in Pakistan indicate that
these [Arherican] links [to indirectly
support the Taliban] may have been
established at the very inception of the

World Service on October 04, 1996,
Pakistan’s then Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto affirmed that the madrasas had
been set up by Britain, the United States,
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan.®!

Similarly, former Pakistani Interior
Minister, Major  General (Retd)
Naseerullah Babar, stated that “[The]
CIA itself introduced terrorism in the
region and is only shedding crocodile’s
tears  to  absolve itself of the
responsibility. " Actually what people
like Mr. Baber docsn’t realize is that the
US had no idea the Taliban leadership
would prefer death over selling their
conscience.

The indirect support to the Taliban was
planned and done during the period when
the addicted-to-dollars-and-power
Mujahideen leaders turned to become war
lords for their self-interest. They had
been taught of Jikad as merely a war
against enemy, ot from the pure Islamic
perspective of struggling at different
levels with the ultimate objective of
establishing the Deen (the way of life of
Islam). From an American perspective,
however, Jihad was merely a war to end
the Soviet Union occupation. That is why
the US morbid dread of Jikad intensifies
with each new occupation of its own.

Brainwashed  with  the  Amierican
interpretation of Jihad, at the end of the
day, the Mujahideen had no idea or
planning as to how to proceed towards
the higher objective, which was not there
in the first place. Seeing no prospects of
the war lords coming to terms with each
other and creating an environment that
would give the US a firm hold in the
region, Washington had to introduce
another force; the Taliban.

The US could hardly imagine that the
indirectly trained and supported Taliban
would never bend to the US dictates and
would never sell themselves to work for
achicving American objectives. In the
end, the world witnessed that the US
could not bend them even under the
threats of invasion and occupation.

Reports in the US media during the early
victorics of the Taliban are a clear
evidence of a strong force behind the
Taliban. The /S News and World Report
portrayed the Taliban initial victories in
the form of a fairy tale as if the Taliban
had just came out from no where and in a
few days defeated all the seasoned and
resourceful warlords together without any

reconciliation efforts among the war lords
have confirmed that in early 1990s, they
had come to a solid agreement among
themselves in consuitation with the UN’s
representative Lakhdar Brahimi. It is also
a well known fact that after the war lords’
agrcement on a peace formula, Lakhdar
Brahimi went back to New York with the
agreement signed by all the war lords.
He, however, returned empty hands after
a few months. Unfortunately, exactly
during this pertod, the US had changed
its mind and placed all its bets on
introduction of a new force: the Taliban.

Arshad  Khan, an influential semi-
political figure in NWFP, Pakistan, who
was very close to the reconciliation
process among the war lords has the
original copies of the agreement with
signatures of approval from former
Mujahideen commanders towards the end
of their bloody struggle for power.

Those who are cursing the ISI must also
curse the sitting regime in Kabul and its
supporters because the difference s
simply in the direct and indirect
sponsorship of the US government, At
the time of bringing the Taliban to power,
the CIA and the US government was
indirectly involved and ISI had to be at
the fore-front for its masters.

On the other hand, at the time of brining
former CIA agents to power after the
Taliban, the CIA and the whole US
government had to get directly and
openly involved not only in installing but
continuously supporting and protecting
the new stooges in Kabul.

The other difference is that the Taliban
were neither opportunists, nor did they
intentionally, knowingly or purposely
served the US or for that matter IS], or
Pakistan. The destruction and carnage
carried out by the Mujahidecn leaders-
turned-war-lords was before them and
they were acting with good intentions to
bring peace to’ Afghanistan, thinking that
a friendly “Islamic™ state of Pakistan is
supporting them in good faith.

To the contrary, those whao are in power
today, fully know that the Taliban crimes
were blown out of proportion for other
hidden motives. It was their opportunism
at its peak that led them into serving the
CIA before, and it is their benighted
opportunism now that leads them into
consolidating an illegitimate
occupation H'!

Taliban movement[® external support.
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Afghanistan: Legitimacy of the US occupation

Keeping the facts straight about US
occupation of Afghanistan should be the
top most priority of researchers and
analysts. The reason is simple: For the
first time in modern history, occupation
of a sovereign statc has been globally
accepted as fully legitimate. In addition,
the tyrants have been given a free hand to
terrorize, kill, capture, and abuse all those
in the name of the Taliban who stand
against the occupation.

The global  silence and  assumed
legitimacy of the US accupation of
Afghanistan  is  tied and  directly
propertional to the Taliban's presumed
“illegitimacy.” Therefore, the focus of
rescarch and analysis should go behind
the concocted stories and biased reports
generated by the co-opted media and
other vested interests during the Taliban
cry.

The US policies and media campaigns
during this period has turned the world
against living by [slam, pitted Muslims
against each other und divided Pakhtoon
on both sides of the defunct Durand Line
to an extent thut history has never seen.
This minds infected with years of media
campaign now consider the US invasion
and occupation of Afghanistan as a
benevolent cxercise towards a prosperous
future. Whereas those who are aware of
the ground realities, consider it far worse
than the Soviet occupation, which was, at
least, discussed and reviewed at the UN
on weekly basis and there were people
whao really considered it illegitimate.
Therefore, the truth and facts must come
to fore 1o help the world understand the
reality and deconstruct  the myths,
mcluding that of a legitimate occupation
and legitmate terrorism to keep enemies
of the occupation out. Ignoring the
reality, or avoiding a discussion on it
could doom dreams of a better future for
Afghans and others in the region forever
o come.

American interests and interventions
The Taliban have been singled out as a
primary as well us ultimate rcason to
justify the ongoing aggression, imposing
a puppet regime in  Kabul and
consolidating  another in  [slamabad,
across the now defunct Durand Line.
However, there is little mention to what

the US has made of Afghanistan due to
its intervention that started long before
the Sewviet invasion and occupation and
culminated  with  scapcgoating  the
Taliban.

The 1llegitimacy of the occupation begins
with the US interest in the region. The
American motives become clearer when
one doesn’t lose sight of the reality that it
was the US that originally started training
and arming some faction in Afghanistan -
even “long before the USSR sent in
troops.™1"!

Former National Security Adviser under

the Carter Administration, Zbignicw
Brzezenski, has admitted that an
American  operation to  infiltrate

Afghanistan was launched long before
Russia sent in its troops an December, 27
1979.

Agence France Press reported that:
“Despite formal  denials, the United
States launched a covert operation to
boister  ant-Communist
Afghanistan at least six months before
the 1979 Soviet invasion of the country,
according to a former top US official "]

Brzezenski stated that “We actually did
provide some support to the Mujahedeen
before the invasion... We did not push the
Russians  into  invading, but we
knowingly increased the probability that
they would.” [3]

He also bragged: “That secret operation
was an excellent idca. The effect was to
draw the Russians inte the Afghan
trap.“HI [n other words, the US fostered
and manipulated unrest amongst various
Afehan factions to destabilize Afghan
government for bringing the country
under US spherc of influence.

This included the recruitment of local
leaders to form mercenary rebel groups,
who would wage war of freedom against
the Sovict-backed  government, not
Sovict installed ke Karzai and Allawi’s
regimes. The objective was to institute a
new regime under American control.

As a natural reaction, in December 1979,

Russia intervened to reinforce its
hegemony over Afghanistan, since the
Taraki’s party — the People’s

Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA)
wus, according to  Brzezenski's

guerrillas in

testimony. being destabilized by a US
operation to infiltrate Afshanmistan thai
had commenced at a much carlier date,
The US had, therefore, cvidently also
wished to bring this strategic region
under ats own hegemony. Anticipaling
this attempt by the US to destabilize the
pro-Soviet PDPA and install a new pro-
Amgcrican regime in Afghanistan, Soviet
Union undertook a full-fledged invasion
to kecp the country under its own sphere
of influence.

Keeping the facts straight 1s necessary for
the simple reason that the cvidence exists
for the US motives behind its supporting
the Taliban through Pakistan. Unlike
Karza and Allawi, who were the former
paid servants of the CIA and MIi6
respectively, the Taliban knew  little
about their manipulation by the US. They
assumed that it was the same “Islamic”
Republic of Pakistan, which had helped
them against the Soviet Union that was
assisting them in good faith to get nd of
the power hungry war Jords for bringing
peace and stability to Afghanistan.

Even though the United States has denied
any links with the Taliban, according to
then US Assistant Secretary of State
Robin Raphel Afghanistan was a crucible
of strategic interest during the Cold War.
She, neverthcless, kept denying any US
influence  or support of factions in
Afghanistan unti} the last days of the
Taliban i power. The following account
will make clear the validity of such
denials.

The rote of 151

Most Afuhans blame Pakistan’s 18] for
supporting the Taliban. In fact, 1S] is
nothing but o puppet agency of the
successive puppets regimes in the ever-

subservient-to-the-US  Islamabad. 181
cannot lift a finger without the
government  of  Pakistan's  approval.

Similarly, Pakistan cannot move a single
millimeter from its position, both in its
crucial internal as well as all external
matters, without clear signals  from
Washington.

American and Afghan officials of the
puppet regime now claim that ISI has
been supporting the Taliban’s struggle
against US  occupation ™ These are
simple distractions in the face of the
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