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social set-up fafls.
To prove this poipt, just take a look at
what is happening in the liberal’ arid
civilized societies of the west. It gives
all the rights and freedom to women
that they possibly can dream of
achieving. But something is still very
wrong as even after getting all those
rights they still face abuses at the
hands of the male members of the
society. |If parading naked on
beaches, on the streets, in the media
means they have won their freedom
then why are there thousands of
rapes, sexual assaulls, depression,
alarmingly high rate of suicide,
alcoholism among women, drug
abuses prevalent in their society?
Why do women still suffer? Wearing
sexy outfits, modeling for men gaping
at them, fighting for beauty contests
where they are judged for their
proportions makes them only a
commodity worth selling and not
worth the respect 1slam wants to give
to women.

The horrors of the free world make
me shiver in my shoes. Ugly divorces,
broken homes, societies filled with
violence and hate, illegitimate
children filling the streets, emotionally
scarred children who most of the time
don't know their fathers, junkies who
hide from this wor!d and its problems,
married couples having affairs all the
lime not ever being able to really trust
each other, do | need to go on? Is
that freedom, the new age of
“civilization” and progress? Can any
person in his right mind blame us for
sticking to our veils and denouncing
this freedom which brings nothing but
chaos and mayhem in the society.
Thanks but no thanks.

| want to end my article but before |
leave, heré is some food for thought.
Allah punished the west for ils
immorai behavior with such a disease
-as AIDS but the west did not take any
heed. They want to find a cure for this
disease but they don't want to see
why they were punished. They want
the pope to give them his blessings
and say that gays and lesbians are a
part of the modern, free world, when
their own scriptures calls them
sinners, They know the story of
Hazrat Lot (a prophet) whose people
were punished by Allah and stoned to

stories. For us, our book is very much
alive and it shows. us the true path
whenever we need it. ST F

We know we cannot hide from Allah
and we are going back to Him. We
also know that there is no cure for
death. Each one of us will die but are
we prepared for it? Just THINK! What
if there is a real life, an eternal life,
and what if it will not fall in our lap like
we want to believe and we have 1o
earn our place in the next world, what
then? We want to believe that we are
doing fine but we have to take a hard
look whether or not the devil is taking
us for a ride.

Lets do us a favor. Try to find out
what QURAN and ISLAM really are.
This message of Allah was sent to
save us but most of us never know
what we have missed until now. Make

) omei . of 11~

September. Do not look at what any
Muslim might have done and leam
what” Islam is* téling the whole
humanity, including you!

The veil is just one symbol of Istam.
The non-believers want to use it as a
tool of ridicule to poke fun at Islam
and undermine its importance. We,
the Muslim women know its true
worth. it is our greatest defensive
weapon against- people who want to
undermine our position as an
honorable, intetligent and an
educated person. Thiay want to judge
us for our physical assets and not for
our intellectual beauty and feelings.
We know what the veil is for us and
those who want to find out the
TRUTH behind it can never do so
from the other side of the veil.
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- Ay aiticle is dedicated to all those
M.p:eople who really want to know
why Islam “forces” women to put a
veil on their head and face. Why
tslam wants to stop the intermingling
of sexes? Only those readers who

are sincere in  having this

understanding can benefit from it.

First let me introduce myself. | am a
Muslim woman and | believe that
Islam is a complete code of life. It
guides me in this world and teaches
me how to earn an eternal place in
Paradise. How | choose to live my life
in this world is just a “means to an
end” and not the end itself. My real
aim or goal is the life in the Heaven,
which my deen tells me, is the True

life, and it is Eternel, This real life has

lust two possible results, either Hell
for eternity or Heaven for etemnity.
Nothing in between.

Now as a Muslim | believe in
accountability for my each and every
deed or misdeed. My life is being
video-taped from the first moment |
came in this world and will be
stopped when | breathe my -fast, by
lwo angles siiting on my shoulders.
.On the basis of this evidence, | will be
awarded either heaven or hell by
ALLAH, the most Merciful the most
Just. So whatever |'get would be alf
My own doing and that's why | have
lo be very careful about what | am
earning. '

Allah has, due to His Mercy sent His
chosen people (the Prophets) to
show us how 1o live a life that would
please Him. As a Muslim, | believe in
all the Holy books and the most
modern, complete and final version of
the Holy book is the QURAN {in
theory) and the life of our last Prophet
S.A.W. (in practice) ‘

Now having this background in mind,
| want to address the misconception
about "veil’. Why this exercise in
futility? What if | put a big veil or
Burqa or Chaddar, whatever you
want to cali it, on an educated, liberal,
modem young woman without. telling
her why she has to wear ft, and. ask
her how she feels? She ‘would
definitely claim to  be stifled,
ridicules,

uncomfortable,

RUTH?” Beneath The Veil

unwomanly, tragic, whatever becauyse
she was “forced” to wear it. Thats
how any sane person would feel,
that's how | would feel. But what if the
circumstances were a little different?
What if she was walking on a
crowded street and it is hit by bio-
terrorists? What if they spray some
kind of poison or germs in the air,
which if inhaled could iead to serious
consequences. What then? Her life is
at stake and when somebody shouts:
‘cover your head and face, hide
yourself from this unseen enemy that
is out to destroy you" what would she
do? She would fight tooth and nail to
get such a cloth to “protect” and save
herself. If she is one of the lucky ones
who get their hands on such a cloth
and gets its protection, she would be
thanking her stars, counting her
blessings, saying a prayer for being
the lucky one who has been saved
while others are dying in front of her
eyes and losing the most precious
thing they have: their lives. She would
not want to. throw away her piece of
cloth even if she feels hot or
uncomfortable: as she would know
what it is doing for her. It is saving her
life and protecting her from a
miserable death (Hell).

fama purdah-observing woman and
everyday | thank my Lord for giving
me this true gift, in the shape of
‘wisdom™ and showering me with
countless blessings due to this veil

alone. It gives me this wonderfui

sense of deep satisfaction that | am
trying, hard as it may seem, to live as
our Prophet S.A W showed us tag live
which would in retum earn me my
tnse goal (Heaven)

Now, see the physical evidence of
what this veil has done for me. But
first { should mention that this veil is
only “one” of the many things
required by a Muslim to do in order to
live a pure life. There is a whole
psychology behind this veil. Islam
prohibits - aduitery, secret affairs,
ilegitimate children, rapes, and gives
very harsh punishments for crimes
like those. As a Muslim woman. | don't
want to have affairs, which could lead
to aduiltery, bastargs, divorces. and
thus.“jecpardize my. future (as. you

may have guessed, Heaven). This
unseen fear of Hell keeps me straight:
and it gives me moral support and
comfort for what | want to achieve.
The veil gives a big “NO” signal to all
those people who have any kind of
evil in their heart. Firstly, they cannot
see me, which keeps them away. The
veil is *meant” fo put off people who
are na-mahram (A na-mehram is

.anyone you could marmry at any point

in your life). { want to keep them at
bay, Other than that, 1 have many
instructions to keep myself well
protected. it is a very long list that
includes many clauses, for example
how far | can travel uncheperoned. |
cannot wear perfume or such jewelry
that would attract undue attention. |
am supposed to keep my voice harsh
when tatking to strangers so as to
discourage them etc. This list goes on
but the purpose is very clear.

That does not mean that | have to
live like a nun, who in the liberated
world is still a symbol of purity and
dignity in spite of the inhuman and
unnatural  restrictions that are
imposed on her. | havé a iof of
freedom in the company of my
mahram relatives (which includes my
husband and ail those men | can
never marry like father, sons,
brothers, uncles, nephews). | can
wear beautiful clothes, wear jewelry,
use perfume, go to any place 1 like
accomparied by them etc, and | want
it like that as it is for my own
protection. After all, one guards and
protects something that is precious:
no one has to protect something that
is trash or common. At least that is
how 1 feel. What | gain from ail this is
the trust of my husband, who feels
secure in  our relationship. He
respects the way | have chosen to
live, feels happy that he has the sole
right to his wife's attention and
devotion and the result is a beginning
of a new family on secure footing. As
a result, the children get a healthy
environment from. their home. Islam
teaches us that married life is the first
step of a civilized society. If this
relationship works then there is a
corre: together: If not, then the whole
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me United States to
actions against at least

Pakistan.

The Uniteg States will need regional
strategic supportl. India 15 ready and
wailing ta play a rcle that Pakistan
has already played for the US in
Afghanistan. China. on the other
hand. 18 unpredictable. It is wary of
US actions. and increased Indian
power Beijing's geopolitical interests
do not nclude the collapse of
Pakistan but it is not yet in a position
to stand up to the United States.

take serious
parts of

As the Bush administration has said,
things now get harder. The hardest
part 15 recognizing that the United
States has not yel achieved true
freedom of action The menu is still
bemg  drawn after giving  due
consideration toc the situation on this
side ot the border. and from where
we sit the next Hem con the menu (s
Fakistan

The United States has already too
much on its plate But it will not
abandon its  fight, nor can o
amlaterally act in Pakistan, aithough it
an manipulate internal affairs as i
it imAfghamstan. However. Pakistan
15 not  Afghanistan  and  such
manmpulation could have explosive
results And for India. this 1s the
'ustorical opportunity it has waited for
since s founding,

Musharrat may not have any cption,
but surely we do And that i1s to
remove  fum and  restore our
sovereignty and independence like
ran  at the very least. If we don't
respect our rights. no one else will
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Pakistan: Next on US Menu

The recemt bombing of South
Wazmistan by US and its Allies has
lully exposed the poor logic behind
Gereral Musharrafs support to US
and its Allies war on Afghanistan. The
logic was: "We had no other opticn to
save Pakistan from being attacked."
A closer look reveals that there is no
area in which Pakistan has not been
aftacked and forced to subjugate
since then. The bombing shows the
opening of Pakistan chapter in the
‘war on terrorism "

After receiving a lease on his rule,
General Musharraf promptly declared
that his stance -- rather his butchery
of principles -- has been vindicated.
He. however. couldn't realise that in
nature nothing is given, all things are
sold Occupying our land and air
space. sidefining our intelligence
agencies. herding Pakistani and other
Muslims like sheep intc FBI pens,
bypassing  our justice system,
dpproving dictatorship and bombing
Pakistan are but just a few signs to
prova this point

Even withcut a serious assessment,
it 1s clear that none of the strategic
interests, which Genera! Musharraf
spelled out for becoming part of Mr.
Bush's "crusade against islam" have
actually been realised. The General
might consider himself blessed by
Washington. But to his "friends” in US
administration he is no more than
another  Yasser Arafat with hig
“terrorists "

It is very unfortunate that we ook at
many inter-nked issues in isolation
For example, the West has gone
uncannily calm about the
unconstitutional moves of General
Musharraf in the name of restoring
democracy. But we didn't notice it
Could it be embarrassment, that it
hasn't materialised the threats io
sever all fies in case the military
reqime  fails to restore "genuine
democracy ” - an essential ingredient
for & naton te be considered
"civilised” - abjuring groeming of their
own favourite dictators? Or s it Just
caretessnass that takes its cue from

Bush's lack of conviction on the
urgent necessity for real democracy
in countries that he intends to occupy
for restoring democracy?

Itis a quite extracrdinary silence but
not for no reason at all. Nowhere else
in the world does a military - not to
add the word Muslim to it - have its
finger directly on the nuclear trigger,
Even when the Soviet Union was
overthrown and the newborn Russian
federation fell heir to its nuclear
arsenal, it was done in a careful and
responsible manner in the presence
of a civilian buffer. For a Musiim
Pakistan, however, neither civilian nor
military government is “careful and
responsible." A sell-out dictatorship,
perhaps, could be.

The West knows that in practice for
Muslim  countries democracy and
secularism have never been quite
what they were made out to be, The
so-called sophisticated liberal
demccracies, wrapped up in the
mystique of “tolerance”, has been all
along only a half-baked story meant
more to prepare an anxious public for
interference in and domination of
Muslim countries than to reflect
reality.

There is a profound discrepancy
between the way to occupy Muslim
countries and the publicly deciared
policies for democratising the Muslim
world. The recent events have proved
that democracy theory is severely
holed, below the water line.
Democracy works best when the
West needs it least. In non-Muslim
countries democracy leads to social
justice and equality. But in a nuclear
armed, Muslim country it becomes
irrelevant.  Any country is a good
partner in the US-led “war of
terrorism,”  which is  non-Muslim.
Pakistan with nuclear weapons would
instead remain the prime farget as
long as it is not neutralised like Irag or
occupied iike Afghanistan.

One  truth always overlooked by

General Musharraf and his
supporters  is  that the US
administration never believed in

partnership; it believes a war for
disarming and dominating Muslims is
winnable.

Are Bush, Blair and Chirac quiet
because they know the tinder that lies
because of US interference in the
Muslim world is easily combustible? It
is, in reality, a no more dangerous
situation than it was when other
empires went for locat dominations.
The US and lsrael are on a hair-
trigger and there is a real danger of a
greater war in the Middle East. iIn
such a situation only a responsible
sell-out or an outright ocoupation of
Pakistan can save US and Allies from
a nuclear attack.

The theory is that even in the
presence of a responsible sell-out, in
all  likelihood, some  Pakistani,
irespective  of his label as
"fundamentalist" or “"moderate.” will
one day cross the limit of patience
and give the order to fire in response
to the West's excessive and
unjustified use of force. The West
lives with this fear. And that's why the
strategy to support Allies’ occupation
of Afghanistan was strategicalty
wrong because the indirect target
was Pakistan. The reality proves it
today.Pakistan's  nuclear  status
cannot be wished away with our
partnership in the war on islam.
Despite having options, Musharraf
could see no alternatives. The, US
however, seems to have no options.
It must either begin to treat Pakistan
as a hostile power or must abandon
its strategic goals. The latter seems
impossible. It is also impossible to
imagine that Musharraf will be able to
act up to the satisfaction of US to
destroy its enemies in Pakistan.
General Musharraf's cooperation has
provided the US with ampie time to
chalk its plan of operation in Pakistan.
It was known since long that the US
is on a collision course with Pakistan
because even the woarst kind of sell-
out government in |slamabad is not
capable of giving the US what it
wants to have.Beyond the recent
bombing, it is difficult to imagine any
"circumstance" which will not compel



