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due to the fact that God has the real
knowledge of all things seen and
unseen and man knows not the
unseen. Hence, man knows not
what is beneficial and what is harmfyl
for him. In addition, evolution of
one's faith in God brings him to a
point where he begins to hand over
all his matters to God and is satisfied
and contented with whatever befalls
him, for he sees everything as the
Divine Wil
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THE REALITY OF
SUPPLICATION

"And when My servants ask you concerning Me

| am indeed close (to them)

I answer the call of the suppliant when he supplicates to me:
Therefore, let them also, with a will, listen to My Call,

And believe in Me,

So that they may be rightly guided.” fal-Qur'an 2:186]

Exploitation of the Masses

It has been a question since time
immemorial as to how does one
communicate with God? And since
time immemorial, religious masses
have not only been misled but
exploited by the answers given by
religious authorities with  ulterior
motives. Religious masses have
been told throughout the ages that in
order to communicate with God they
need an intermediary to invoke Him
on their behalf. They were told that
God was far from their reach and
does not pay heed to sinners. For
this reason, a pantheon of
intermediaries has been established
in all religions. Hence, to call upon
God and have their grievances
heard, the masses had to make
some contribution to the
intermediaries, whether they be
priests, pastors, pundits, or peers,
etc. Thus, in this way, the worst
exploitation in the name of religion
was carried out.

Against this background, it is of
revolutionary significance that Islam
shattered all concepts of
intermediaries (the self-forged
contention of peers not withstanding)
between God and man. Islam
teaches that a person must cal
directly upon God and God alone,
There are no curtains and hindrances
between him and his Creator. Qur'an
asserts the nearness of God to his
creation as mentioned in the above
quoted passage. Furthermore, the
Quran identifies the extent of this
closeness in the following words:

"We are closer fo him than his jugular
vein.” fal-Quran 50:16]

Conditions for
Supplications

Acceptance of

Whereas Islam teaches direct
supplication to God, however, the
acceptance of  supplication s
contingent upon certain factors. First
two factors are mentioned in the
initially quoted passage. First of
these is a strong faith in God.
Obviously, without strong faith the
question of calling upon God never
arises. Strong faith in God demands
that one must believe that He (swt)
knows all, sees all, hears all, and has
power over all things and know that
no one can provide you what He
withholds and no one can withhold
from you what He decides to
provide. Second is the requirement
that in order for God to answer the
call of the believer, the believer must
reciprocate by answering the call of
God. Third and final factor is the
righteous deeds of a person.
Prophet (saw} is known to have
mentioned that one should invoke
God on the basis of his righteous
deeds. The lack of such deeds is
precisely the reason why we do not
directly call on God. For we know
that our actions are not pure and, in
addition, we have no intentions of
purifying ourselves in the future by
giving up our sinful deeds. Hence,
we seek intermediaries (peers,
divines, and dead spirits, etc) to
invoke God on our behalf.

Du’a And ‘ibadah

In a Hadith, the Prophet (saw) has
equated Du'a (suppiication) with
‘Ibadah {(worship) and in another

‘All-Seeing,

Hadith he has identified Du'a as the
essense of ‘/badah. These sayings
of the Prophet (saw) are supported
by the Qur'anic text:

“And your Lord said: 'Call upon Me, |

-will answer you.

But those who are too arrogant to do
My worship,

Will surely find themselves humiliated
in Hell.” [al-Qur'an 50:16]

Note that this passage also equates
supplication and waorship.  For
worship also employs invoking God
and communication with Him {swt). It
is for this reason that Igbal stated
that during supplication Ana-e-
Kabeer (the Ultimate Ego, i.e. God)
turns its attention towards and
communicates with Ana-e-Sagheer
{the finite ego, i.e. man}. It is in this
connection that prayer in Islam
becomes the essence of worship.
For turning toward God as a seeker
and a suppliant necessitates that one
must believe Him to be All-Knowing,
All-Hearing and All-
Powerful. This is the essential
“...Meaning of Prayer in Islam".

Climactic Stage
Supplication

in Regard to

As the depth of one's faith in and
gnosis of God increases from one
stage to another, the extent of what
one seeks from God decreases. This
process reaches its climax at a stage
when the believer seeks nothing from
God except guidance (Hidaaya) and
steadfastness (Istigaamah) in this life
and protection from the Fire
(Istighfaar) in the next life. This is




