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Re-inventing the Wheel?

| was in Chicago last year before
September 11 when | watched the
documentary “Islam - the Empire of
Faith” narrated by the famous
Hollywood actor Mr. Ben Kingsley and
‘aired on PBS channe! all over the
United States. This documentary
highlights some of the facts | would
like to share with my countrymen and
women, and would also urge all
Muslims and non-Muslims to watch it
if they can find the time. Anyone
interested should feel free to contact
me on my email.

The West is beginning to realize that
its civilization is intertwined with that
of Islam and it was the Islamic
Empire, which founded the modern
concepts of sciences like
mathematics and medicine. 1t was
the Istamic Empire. which sowed the
seed of renaissance six hundred
years before the birth of Leonardo De
Vinci. Al this was achieved by the
Islamic Empire when the West was in
the dark ages. All this was achieved
by Muslims not by distorting and

ignoring Islam  but by religiously
following it.  Unlike other refigions,
Islam is a "Deen”, a way of life

encompassing all aspects of our lives
and therefore, the concept of “the
separation of church and state” does
not even merit a debate.

As far as Pakistan is concerned, it is
irational for some of us- like Mr.
Kunwar Idris, one of the esteemed

writers  of Dawn Newspaper, to
reason that violence, corruption,
crime, decline in morals, and

destruction of the independence of
judiciary are a result of the quest for
the establishment of an Istamic
system in Pakistan. On the contrary it
is  exactly because majority  of
Muslims are rot even trying to
establish or foliow the Islamic system
in Pakistan that they find themselves
in such a big mess. Blaming others
and finding lame excuses for not
following the divine and tested path
recommended by Islam will
consistently result in failyre as we
have withessed throughout the history
of Pakistan. Should we continue to

blatantly defy Allah and still hope to consequent western superiority is still J’IT/L.JLJ /j JJ" }(
- b e A

Talha Ali Khan

succeed as Muslims?

The Quran rermains, even after
fourteen hundred years, a wonderfully
accurate reference book of modern
science and the famous French
scientist Dr. Maurice Bucaille in his
bock “Bible, Quran and Science”
testifies to this in great detail. Even
the fundamentalist and terrorist Jews
like Mr. Sharon accept the Second
Caliph of Islam Hazrat Umar (Razi
Allab taala Anho) as their benefactor
and term his period as the golden age
in Jewish history, but some amongst
the Muslims still remain skeptic of
Islam and its way of life, try to find
solace in Supporting other systems
and continue to reinvent the wheel (a
square one unfortunately), merely
because they want to sound logical
and cultured according to Mr. Bush's
definition.

Today no Muslim country in the world
including Saudi Arabia can boast of
an lIslamic system and therefore,
blaming Islam and its system for the
poor state of Muslims is simply
absurd. For how long will we
continue to listen to the west about
the merits of Islam and its profound
contribution to everything the world is
today, before we can start trusting our
own Islamic way of life and stop
experimenting with various other run
of the mill systems? Perhaps it is
more important to be intellectually
sound than to merely  sound
intellectual and today most Muslim
pseudo-intellectuals advocating
secularism as opposed to Islam as 3
system are trying to exactly do the
latter merely because it is fashionable
to do so. After all should they not
know better?

Religion,  culture, heritage  and
science are very important for a
nation but today, Muslims especially
in Pakistan have little focus and pride
in these, and to blame the Islamic
system and its way of life for this
deterioration is a common and
convenient mistake made by many of
us under the western influence. This
line of thinking perhaps comes with g
reason — the impression of British and

preventing most of us from not only
finding our lost self respect and
dignity but also from thinking
objectively and correctly analyzing the
reasons for the present miserable
state of the Muslim World. According
to the Muslim belief, which is
increasingly  being  reinforced by
modern western scientific research,
onty Istam offers the final guidance
from Allah and can address all
problems of humankind, The only
condition is that we have to seek this
divine guidance and make things
happen, for the days of the miracles
are long gone.

if we want to find out what Physics is
all about, we refer to its various
sources but when it comes to Islam,
we feel we know it all without making
any effort to explore all its various
sources available and find the truth
for ourselves. Lack of knowledge can
never be an excuse since all of us
can always find out what it actually
means to be a Muslim and then try to
be that in totality. (f Muslims choose
to practice only what they like or know
in Islam, they will be treading the
same path adopted by the Jews and
the Christians long before them, Did
we not choose to be Muslims? It is
time to re-evaluate our position.
Finally, those who claim Pakistan to
be established as a secular state
should re-consider what “Pakistan ka
Mutlab kya.. la illaha iltal lagah”
means. Did the Quaid-i-Azam name
his party “the Secular League™? India
is already secular and Pakistani
nation should consider whether &
secular Pakistan could continue to
provide a reasonable cause for its
existence.
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