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PLEASE CONTACT
Opp. K.M.C. Workshop, Nishtar Road, Karachi-74200, Pakistan.
G.P.O. Box #. 1478 Phones : 7732952 - 7730595 Fax : 7734776 - 77358683
E-madl ; kinln@poboxes.com
FOR AUTOMOTIVE BEARINGS -

Manzoor Square Noman §t. Plaza Quarlers Karachi-T4400(Pakistan)
Tol : 7723358-7721172 S

3 - Shahsawat Merket, Rehaman Gali No. 4, 53.Nishlar Road,
Lahora-54000, Pakistan, Phones: 7639618,7639718,7639618,

Centre, Circular Road,
RANWALA: Gpcanwala Tei : 41790210807 -
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additional tension in the household
(Goetz and Sen Gupta, 1996, Who

takes the credit, World
Development, 24-1).

Since credit by itself cannot
overcome patnarchal systems of

control in the society, addressing
root causes of poverty through
capitalistic solutions will never work.
In "Who Takes The Credit" (World
Development, 1998), Anne Marie
Geetz found that majority of women
borrowers did not control either the
ioans received or the income
generated from it. For breaking
down the existing power structures,
the General has squandered an
opportunity first by drafting lax rules
and then turned a blind eye towards
irregularities in the local government
elections.

Even the enthusiastic supporters,
who suggested constitutional

guaramtees for the local government
system, now consider it a failed
system vis-a-vis ils capacity to
challenge the existing power bases.
A look at the elections at District
level shows how the military
government has ignored its own
fules and allowed the powerful to
occupy top slots through the same
old routes to power. The situation
would get even worse on transition
to civilian rule. Without eradicating
power structures of the colonial era,
no pro-poor political system would
ever flourish.

Making military a part of the system
would serve American objective of
secularising Pakistan, but would not
make any contribution to taking poor
out of the mire of marginalisation,
Same would be the result of other
constitutional amendments for we
are ignoring the root causes of our

problems. Musharraf only needs to
stop trifling with symptoms and take
advantage of this historic
opportunity to strike at the roots of
the existing power bases; focus on
Mudariba, Musharika, and Khumus
as alternative ways to interest based
micro-credit: and stop sacrificing
moral, legal and religious norms in a
bid to remain entangled in the
American web. Without a principled
stand, even the best political, social
and economic measures under the
watchful eyes of the wisest of all
generals would never save Pakistan
in its existing form.

{1} The Statesman, July 13, a
Senior European military official told
UPl in Kabul that Karzai is “the
darling of the West."
(2) The Statesman, July 9, 2002,
SADA report, page 4.
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(E-mail. abidjan@tanzeem.org)

Stop Trifling with Symptoms.

rrespective of General
Musharraf's sincere intentions,
his July 12 speech reveals that

his information base for critical
decisicn-making is very poor. The
nation will never witness any
improvement in law and order
situation. grinding poverty or political
instability, unless General Musharraf
put aside his self-perpetuation in
power and take full advantage of the
powers at his disposal to strike at
the root causes of these problems
and avoid maintaining status quo
under a different set up.

With regard to law and order
situation, there is no nced te link
sectarian violence with the
misnomered "war on ierrorism.”
Sectarian violence is a symptom of
foreign funded actions for giving
Pakistan a bad reputation and
inflaming a "war within Islam." On
the other ‘hand. "errorism” is a
symptom of desperate reactions to
our government and its sustainer's
policies, Pakistan did not face any
terrorism from the time of Soviet
withdrawal to  the  American
occupation of Afghanistan. We lost
thousands to  Soviet-sponsored
terrorism  when  the  ex-military
government decided to implement
American designs in Afghanistan,
albeit for the sake of Islam. What we
are facing now is a violent reaction
10 yet anather military government's
decision to toe Washington's line hut
in the opposite direction.
General Musharraf  might
himself credit for holding “former
American agents" responsible for
taw and order situation in Pakistan.
However. if they were American
agents. so were we during the
Saoviet occupation of Afghanistan. Of
course, Pakistan should not follow

give

agenda of former "American
agents" but so should it reject
agenda of present American

T

dariings.!" If others were fighting
US-war in Afghanistan. whose war
are we still fighling on all fronts?

Calling others American agents
does not relieve us from shouldering
responsibility for the suffering of our
own making. No former "US agent"
has declared war on Pakistan. |t is

we, who have declared a war on the
perceived enemies and allowed
flooding Pakistan with real American
agents for Bush Junior's crusade.
These agents are posing a more
serious threat to our basic rights
than "a dozen" (according to
General's estimate) US troops in
tribal areas. According to SADA
press report (Juty 9), Pakistani
agencies do not even know the
exact number of FBI agents arriving
on two to three US military plans
after mid-night at Karachi airport on
almost daily basis. They are
whisked without any formalities of
documentation.”’  One  wonders
where is writ of the government --
which Musharraf yearned for in his
January 12 speech -- when
Pakistani agencies are not even
authorised tc check the FBI agents.
Coming to the issue of poverty, how
naive it is on part of Musharraf to
assume that root causes of poverty
are unemployment and lack of
income. These are, in fact, symptom
of poverty. General Musharraf
believes, construction of dams,
highways, Gawader Port, etc are
“indirect" and Khushhaii Bank,
Khushhal  Pakistan and Food
Support Programmes are “direct”
measures for poverty allevian,
This can help Musharraf decewve
more than 40 millions pecor
countrymen, but he will never be
able to make a sound povenly
alleviation policy with such a
delusional approach.

The root causes of poverty are
inadequate structures and values
leading to social, political and
economic inequalities. These
inequalities lead to exploitation.
domination and oppression from the
top and alienation of poor at the
bottom. The solution lies in
structural changes; not functional
alone. Constructing dams and
motorways would further widen the
gap between feudal lords,
industriatists, and bureaucratic elite
at the top and the poorest lot at the
bottom. The goal to eradicate the
root causes of poverty should be to
overcome the exploitative structure
and build alternative economic,

political and educational structures
that should convert growth into
human development and
subsequently poverty alleviation.

Land reforms and redistribution is
the basic prerequisite. But there is
not even a word in the General's
palicy about it, let alone practical
steps to abolish feudalism and
absentee landlordism. India deemed
it necessary 50 years ago. However,
despite being the most powerful of
all governments in Pakistan so far,
the present government has yet to
show any guts to invest in land
reforms at micro-level and establish
necessary systems at macro-level
for greater redistribution of rewards
from the market, based on the

redistribution of assets and
endowments in favour of poor
The power that the present

government is exercising for self-
perpetuation could well have been
used for declaring all agriculture
capable land in Pakistan as
common property for redistribution
among those who live and work on
it. Dams and other such measure
would lead to poverty alleviation if
tand reforms are in place and proper
taxes are collected for a general
relief from unnatural taxes.

At the community level, grassroots
movements, conscientisation
programmes and revamping political
parties along with effective social
mobilisaticn for sccial and political
transformation is  the answer.
Launching interest based micro-
credit programmes is not the "direct
measure” to address poverty. Itis an
undeniable reality that micro-credit
rarely reaches the poorest. In most
cases, poorest of the poor refuse to
take such loans even if other
community members provide social
collateral.  Micro-lenders,  under
pressure from donors for recovery,
are drawn toward less poor and
secure borrowers. Hulme and
Mosley, concluded that poorest
people have been made worse off
by micro-credit programmes
{Finance Against Poverty, 1996).
Women also do not necessarily
benefit from it. Their growing need
for cash to repay debts creates




