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making it completely dependent on
the state and by concentrating in
government hands the selection of
key religious leaders. The General
might be thinking to cow the
"mullahs" completely by giving them
dramatic proofs of the high and
certain cost of opposition to the
regime's policy.

True enough, in Turkey the
General's favourite reforming
dictator had taken on the Islamic
establishment, deliberately
provoking in every conceivable way
a religious reaction. Indeed, like
Musharraf, Ataturk viewed Islam as
the principal cause of ignorance,
poverty and weakness in the
country. But Ataturk’s situation was
different from the Shah of Iran and
the General in Pakistan in crucial
ways. Kemal was an authentic
naticnal hero, the victor of Gallipoli
and the only Turkish commander to
emerge victorious from the calamity
of World War I. The nation didn't
witness his obsequiously shaking
hands with a sworn enemy of the
country at an uncalled for occasion.
The General, in contrast, far from
being a national hero, has exuded
for many the unmistakable aroma of
dependence on toeing the US line.
Ataturk ruled over a country in which
the hold of religion on great strata of
the masses had grown weak. In the
General's Pakistan, however, Islam
is not only still imbedded in the
popular conscience, it is growing
stronger, especially after pouring in
the ever-growing evidence that the
US and Israeli governments were
behind the gory September 11
drama. If Musharraf is not like Ayub
Khan and General Zia, so was there
no war on Islam in progress at that
time. Besides using the brain-less
ideclogy to justify police state
methods, the General justify his
heavy-handed authoritarianism by
econcmic results, No matter how
much the General may strive with
the borrowed support of the
capitalist institutions, he can never
achieve the economic progress
made by the Shah in Iran.

The General claims to be working
for poverty alleviation. There is no
poverty in the.country to alleviate. It
is only mismanagement,
misallocation and unequal
distribution of funds and resources
that need to be tackled internally -
not  through  unduly  pleasing

Washington or borrowing more and
more from the capitalists
bloodsuckers, Musharraf  doen't
need to visit homes of the suffering
poor to hug them, as he said in his
speech, he only needs to drastically
slash the defence spending,
because we have found out
alternative ways to defence any
way: blame lIslam for everything
wrong, renounce the philosophy of
Jihad, crave for secularism and you
need no nuclear or conventional
deterrence. The majority in Iran got
tuned to Khomeini's sermons
because they “were both uprooted
from their familiar austere way of life
and confronted daily by foreign and
secular influences that scandalised
and frightened them," (Anthony
James, From the Barrel of a Gun,

1986, Pergamon-Brassey's, page
84).
The most important of all, the

General is allowed to dictate the
country for another five vyears
because Washington is pleased and
can do "business as usual" with him.
But so was it with Zia until the fateful
day in August 1888. And so was it
with the Shah of Iran and Manuel
Noriega and others. General
Musharraf better take a lesson from
history and not close his eyes to the
reality that a real referendum will
never - repeat never - allow him to
rule for another five years. Getting
emotional or uttering uncivilized
words leave no difference between
the so-blamed politicians and the
so-called reformer. Even those who
are in favour of reform would never
vote for a dictatorship.

Letter to Editor

None of the earlier dictators failed to
achieve the desired results when
they sit next to the flag of Pakistan
with a portrait of Qaid-e-azam in the
background. None of them failed to
achieve the desired results. So
would not the present General, but
the state would fail because this
time nothing short than the ideclogy
of Pakistan is at stake. Democracy,
as we witness around the world, has
never been and would never be a
good governing system for the
Muslims. As a label, democracy
doesn't legitimise the spectrum of
dictatorships from mild-police states
to pure despotic regimes.
Irespective of our attempts to
please the non-Muslims at the cost
of losing Pakistan's raison d'étre, we
need a complete bi-poiarity in the
country  with a subsequent
referendum on the core issue of
secular Vs, Islamic state.
Undoubtedly, authoritarianism
thrives. It is not, however, too late
for the religious parties to join
hands, let all the willing and able
Pakistanis participate -- regardless
of their political affiliations, think of
an alternative to the present form of
government and give the public a
convincing model and manifesto for
an Islamic state. This is the only way
ta throw out the corrupt politicians,
opportunistic military dictators and
religious leaders, concerned with
nothing mare than a leadership label
and the authority to raise empty
slogans for an Islamic system in the
country. Anything less than that
would bring us closer to the fall of
Pakistan with each passing day.

Does President Bush Read Nida?

Does President Bush read Nida? If not, you should send him a
subscription. | say this because it doesn't seem the president
realizes the great sin he is committing as he works against the
core of pakistan's ideclogy. He doesn't realise that Pakistan is
on the brink of chaos and anarchy. How long will he silence or

controle through the barre! of a gun. Sooner or later —
hopefully sooner -- he will realize the situation badly needs a
subscription from the Quran. Why not let Nida-i-Khilafat take
the credit for enlightening President Bush about the problem
in Pakistan? Send him the English portion of it at the very
least.

Hayat Kamil
Gomal University DI Khan




View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(E-mail: Abidjan@tanzeem.org)

How to Shed Authoritarianism?

Pray that General Musharraf
succeeds in what he claims to wish
for Pakistan.Pray, because it's hard
for logic to convince you that he or
somecne else will. The challenge
comes in piercing the lack of hope
and trust that now dominates the
fellow countrymen and women due
to lack of alternatives.

Distrust and hopelessness deepens
with each military man's seeking
new ways to perpetuate his rule.
They have deepened after the
General's announcement that he
intends to stay; come what may. His
latest speech has further removed
the remaining doubts about our
living under a martial law without a
martial law. The tone and
expressions of the near-god General
clearly revealed that he would
remain head of everything that
matters in Pakistan irrespective of
our accepting the referendum idea.
The two hours dictation was only to
inform the public that they have to
bear with him at least for another
five years.

In total contrast to his post-take over
speech, the weightlessness of
words in the General's latest lecture
demonstrated that a true
dictatorship requires juxtaposition of
two factors: (1) a powerful racial or
intellectual>minority (or majority) in
direct opposition to the ideology of
the regime and (2) a regime with the
political will, bureaucratic muscle
and military power to enforce its
ideology by suppressing that
minority (or majority). The majority -
which the General considers as the
minority - in our case, is comprised
of all those Pakistanis who believe
in what is inscribed on their
passports and other government
documents: an "Islamic Republic.”
The borrowed, official ideclogy is
based on modernization through
"liberalism" and "secularism”
churning on in a political vacuum.

If the post September 11 success in
pleasing the US - the rock upon
which the General is establishing his
rule - is vulnerable, his core ideology
is even more vulnerable. An
ideology, to survive as anything
more than a fossil, must triumph. An

ideology that is not in a position to
shape majority opinion - in this case,
among the Muslims - will, in time, be
itself shaped by the majority opinion.
Half a decade or perhaps full can,
with heroic idealism, hold out
against the real ideology of Islam
{guidelines for an Islamic state) and
Pakistan, but as the years pass, a
decent respect to the opinion of true
befievers comes into play.

Economy, security, stature among
the world community, etc on
Musharrafs agenda come after, not
before the core ideology and basis
for the existence of a nation. It is not
strange that there is almost a total
silence about General Musharrafs
throwing that core ideclogy to the
wolves in his January 12 speech
with an eight word declaration:
"There is no role for religion in
politics." This is what bloodhounds
in the West would like to accomplish
through supporting extension of the
General's dictatorship for another
five years. There seems to be a
silence over this issue in the country
because even the most steadfast of
true believers begin to doubt a
cause that the entire world scorns.
General  Musharrafs  borrowed
ideology of secularism, however,
might also not succeed and sustain
as long as his western advisors are
predicting for him.

Despite the General's harsh
criticism, the analysts and
intellectuals sitting in this society
can see far better than his advisors
in Washington. In 1968, when
Samuel P. Huntington published his

Political Order in  Changing
Societies, he was only able to tell
the world on page one that

"Communist totalitarian states and
Western liberal states both belong
generally in the category of effective
rather than debile political systems”
and that the systems of both groups
of countries embody "consensus,
community, legitimacy, organization,
effectiveness, stability.” In the
Soviet Union, however, Mikhail
Gorbachev saw what Huntington
could not have seen twenly years
earlier. that his country was little
more than an incoherent assembly

of browbeaten citizens, angry
consumers, disillusioned ideologues
and rebellious nationalists.

The same is true with the Western
secularism. Remember when Lenin
died in 1824, communism was
already dying as an ideclogy in the
Soviet Union, though it continued to
thrive as a religion in the West.
Liberalism, too, is thriving among
the Muslim "moderates" as a religion
these days despite its so obvious
demise in the west - demise in the
sense that coupled with secularism,
the negative consequences have far
outweighed its much vaunted
benefits. Insecure leaders like
Musharraf, ruled by the lust for more
power and fear, are as nervous and
as little driven by alien ideology as
Wall Street speculators. They, being
toc weak to perfect their police
states, live in fear and trembling,
moere concerned with surviving than
with ruling. They cannot see that like
a Potemkin village built for Athrine Il
of Russia, the secular bulwark
states in the Muslim and non-Muslim
world look so powerful and stable
from outside but, in truth, have
nothing behind them.

Like the &Shah, who, too, was
committed to the "modernization” of
Iran, General Musharraf is facing
increasing hostility from those who
believe in the ideclogy of Pakistan
and have genuine reasons for their
deep and increasing resentment.
The Shah was also not unaware of
the growing antagonism to his
pclicies and his person. The
General believes that the followers
behind religious parties would
torever remain dumb and divided,
even when all the doors of
oppertunity are gradually shut on
them and they realise the futility of
participation in elections for merely
sustaining a system that would
never help establish an Islamic state
in the country. The General is not
unaware of the growing antagonism
of the political leaders in general
and religious leaders in particular to
his policies and persons, a problem
of no minor dimensions. Like the
Shah of Iran he is trying to take total
control of the religious sector by



