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crimes to the crimes of the allies and
show that mere repetition doesn't tum
lies into wuniversal truths as Blair has
quoted them in a newspaper article, He
says: "Public administration is chaotic
and getting worse. The country is
desperately poor and getting poorer
because of the regime's palicies.
Teachers, doctors and other educated
Afghans have been forced to flee or live
in terror. Because the Kabul regime has
s0 badly mismanaged the economy, the
Afghan people are starving.” He goes on
to the issue of statues and intolerance,
but none of these, not even the issue of
not-proven-guilty-Osama, warrants  an
attack on an independent country.
Everything attributed to the Taliban exist
in all societies, what is different is the
style not the reality of their existence.
The poverty and financial crisis have
more t¢ do with economic embargoes
and externally supported destabilization
in the North than with the Taliban. What's
the difference between death by the
Tallban  decapitation  using  knives,
daggers, or swords, and dying by the
American bombs and missiles? The
death of one and a half million Afghans
as a result of injustice is not regarded as
aggression, but the decapitation of
convicted killers with a sword will long be
the main headline of sateliite TV news.
Even if we leave out crimes of the US
over the past twe centuries and compare
alleged crimes of the Taliban with a
shorter period of Israel's US sponsored
existence, we would come to the
conclusion: bomb Israel, or recognize the
Taliban, whose alleged crimes can never
malch the perfection and quality of the
Israeli  professionalism.  Blair  puts
economic refugees from Afghanistan in
the Taliban's crime list. Did the Taliban
drove out 700,000 pecple from their
homes through widespread acts of
terrorism? Did the Taliban cut apart the
bellies of pregnant women like Israelis at
Beir Yassin? Mulla Umer didn't write any
word like Begin, who proudly confesses,

"there would not have been a State of -

tsrael without the victory of  Deir
Yassin...The Haganah carried out
victoricus attacks on other fronts... In a

state of terror, the Arabs fled, crying,
‘Deir Yassin™ (Begin, M., The Revoll:
The Story Of The Irgun, 1984, p-162)7
Did Mulla Umer kil thousands of civilians
like Sharon, who murdered two thousand
of refugees in the Sabra and Shatila
camps in Lebanon?

Unlike Israel, there is not even any
allegation of the Taliban torturing the
Afghans. Sami Sockol reported in the
Israeii daily, Ha'aretz on May 20, 1998,
that a Jewish human rights group in
Israel confirmed in a 60-page report that
85% of Palestinian detainees underge
severe torture while in custody. Even a
major New York Times article by the

Jewish Joel Greenburg, stated on August
14, 1993 that Israel tortures 500 to 600
Palestinians every month.

Did the Taliban invade another country
and kill 40,000 civilians like israel in its
18-year occupation of Lebanon? Did the
Taliban shot down passenger plans like
Israel hitting a Libyan aitliner over the
Sinai kiling 111 people? The Taliban
deserve a break if they have not directly
attacked the Americans like the Israelis
in 1967, when they purposely attacked
with unmarked jet fighters and torpedo
boats, the USS Liberty, even machine
gunning the deployed life rafts of the
ship. The attack kiled 31 American
servicemen and wounded over 170
(Ennes, J., Assauft On The Liberty,
1979).

For more than half a decade we ignored
the Taliban pleas for recognition,
assistance  in  reconstruction  and
rehabilitation. Despite our demonisation
and indifference, the only one whose
heart has not turned to stone yet, are the
Taliban. With all their unyielding faith,
they feel humiliated to surrender their

Muslim brothers to the Americans and
decided to resist. Taliban's state of
isolation became ashamed before a
nation in need of bread and they decided
to die for a just cause. The Tailiban
preferred to be bombed to death to
inform the world of their suffering,
poverty, helplessness and innocence,
But negligent humanity only heard about
the defiance of the Taliban. A Chinese
proverb says: “You point your finger at
the moon, the fool stares at your finger.”
Nobody sees the suffering nation that the
Taliban are pointing to. Are we supposed
to stare at all the picture and video clips
of death and devastation in Afghanistan
rather than at what they are in fact
conveying? Are the crimes of the Taliban
deeper than the world's ignorance
towards the ominous fate of a nation at
the mercy of American sanctions and
bombing? The only advice to the demi-
gods is: Apply the solution of recognition
and dialogue or get ready to lose your
peace, power and a pause in Allah's
wrath for repentance,
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Taliban’s Recognition is The Only Solution.

sking for Taliban's recognition
might seem absurd amid the
growing cacophony of voices for

whom the Taliban are history since the
American attacks. Almost everyone
discussing post-Taliban government is
certain about the Taliban's fall in the face
of American power. To many it is just a
matter of time. Ameong the coalition
partners no one is ready to even give a
passing thought to the above titled idea.
Nevertheless, the Taliban may never fail
hefaore the fali of the United States at an
unprecedented cost to the humanity,
Ridiculous prediction it might sound;

. _something new, i, however, is not.

. Powerful nations have more often
"pursued disastrous experiments fight up
untii  the oculminating, disintegrating
catastrophe - which is to say, their
leaders behaving as though they were
not intelligent being and as though they
lacked the necessary knowledge and
capacity to envisage potentially
disastrous outcomes.

Logically speaking, so confiderd of their
power both Blair and Bush are that they
would never agree to recognising the
Taliban and proceeding with a3 dialogue
to end the crisis. In religious terms, they
would never agree to the only possible
solution, because they are destined to
follow the preordained course. They
would knowingly jump inte quagmire
after quagmire to face the infinite justice.
This is where the prophecies made by
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) are coming
trie one after another and it becomes
hard to keep sacred and secular
argument separate from one another in
the post-Seplember 11 environment.
Apparently it doesnt mshe any sense to
the American leadership to back down
from a widely trumpeted war with a few
thousand turbaned pigmies, having no
means t¢ survive the American wrath.
But so was Alcibiades' reckiess
expedition against Syracuse in the year
415 BC; Napolecn's  catastrophic
Russian campaign of 1812 and Hitler's
repeat performance in 1941, Not to talk
of the USSR, because the US has nat
even reached the stage from where the
Soviets began their war in Afghanistan:
they were in total controt of al major
cites. History is ful of examples of
political leaders who . ruined themselves
and their countries by their pigheaded
insistence on pursuing insane projects
despite expert warnings and a wealth of
admonitory information. )

Reflection, when preceding action, offers
one principal advantage: it allows us to
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gain time, to spare ourselves predictable
vicissitudes, to avoid having to live bad
solutions. If through  hypocrisy or
idectogical fanaticism we do not employ
thought teward this end; if we are content
to be swept along to the very end of risky
experiments before being able to judge
them at last, as the US has done so
many times during the course of the last
century; then one may well ask what
point there is in possessing the faculty of
knowledge or an abundance of
information. :

The reflection work seems to have
preceded the US attacks on Afghanistan.
The probiem, however, is with the
undeclared malicious intentions behind
the declared poise objectives. Authentic
reports indicate that a pact for war
against the Taliban was made between
the US, Russia, Pakistan, and India
apparently to faciltate 2 Middle East to
S.E. Asia OQil Pipeline, which could not
take place with the Taliban at the helms
of affairs in Afghanistan. Iran is thought
to be a covert member to the pact. The
combat was initially sksted for mid
October. None of the pact members
could go to war without probable cause
and without a valid justification. Yet
Powell scheduled a war months in
advance, indicating prior knowledge that
there would be probable cause by that
time.

To many anti war activists in the West,
this war is about od, but the western
propaganda against the Taliban over the
years show that the prime target is
removal of a nascent mode! of an Islamic

state, which, if left alone to flourish, could:

prove the western myths about Islam's
incompatibility with  polities  complelety
wrong. The solution to remove the
spread of Istamic resistance to the US
domination is death warrants for the
Taliban under the pretext of harbowring
terrotists.

The conceived logical solution to settie
the issue through waging a war was
considered te take no time at all. To the
contrary, we are exactly a month into the
war and alt indicators suggest that the
US has miserably failed on all fronts,
except in  killing civilians, destroying
civilian infrastructure. Both in the light of
secular logic and religious revelations,
the US would never - repeat never --
succeed in  achieving H#s  hidden
objectives in  Afghanistan. The only
solution, which the US may never
accept, is to recognise the Taliban
governmen! and negotiate with them the
future set up and possible course of

action.

The reason for the US failure is as much
due to the prescribed solution as much it
is due to wrong diagnosis of the problem.
It is not vet clear as to what is the
problem: Is it terrorism or Islam? Both
crusader Bush and Bfair say, it is
terrorism, which, of course, cannot be
eradicated without addressing its root
causes through bombing the dead
conscience in Pentagon, White House,
Capital Mili and other centres where the
US foreign policies are drafted. However,
General Clarke, ex Supreme
Commander of NATO, says the target of
war on terrorism s the entire Muslim
Waorld; those countries that are unable or
unwillimg to control  anti-Americanism,
would all be targets. That reveals the
hidden objectives, which makes the war
in Afghanistan totally un-winable.

The western propaganda's success (n
demonizing the Taliban for scme
uncommitted c¢rimes is also vaporizing
with the passage of time It is also
evident by now that the US is not
interested in bringing the guilty fo justice.
The idea of a broad hased Governrment
is dubious. Mullah Mohammed Omar,
having been endorsed by the Shoora, is
a legtimate ruler of Afghanistan.
Anything about Afghanistan would have
to be negotiated with the Taliban who
controt more than 90% of the area and
have not surrendered even a single inch
despite the US attacks over the last 30
days. If Israel is a legitimate partrer to
negoliations over the occupied land,
despite s policies of ethic cleansing,
why can't the Taliban for ruling their own
country for so long? There is absolutely
no reason for throwing them cut of power
and installing another regime.

It is mot wise to predict, "the Taliban days
in power are numbered.” It is the time to
expose the Western propaganda ahout
the Tafiban and ask those who cried to
defend the doomed statue: Why dont
you except UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, Sadoko Ogato, to express
griefl over the pending death of cne
mition Afghans as a result of severe
famine and US attacks? Why don't you
speak of the baser motives behind this
barbarism? Why did everyone cry aloud
over the demolition of the Buddha statue
while nething is heard about preventing
the death of hungry Afghans? Are
stallues more cherished than humans in
the modern werld?

Being next on the American hit list, we
must not throw the Taliban to the wolves.
We need to debate and compare their

S

m—
— rr——
"




