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to the Taliban
has  become evident after the
opposition’s failure to retake the Taliban

controlled area even after 20 days of
intensive bombing and other support
provided by the US and its allies. Their
proven effectiveness in maintaining law
and order as well as their adherence to
the commandments of |slam despite all
odds seemed to have won over the
Muslim hearts around the world.
The question lurking in the Western mind
was. who, if anyone, is wifling or able to
challenge the Taliban's absolute power?
Barring a political miracle, the Taliban
were considered destined to retain power
for the foreseeable future. Sanctions
were imposed to do the miracie of
domestic economic  disaster. Masood
was called in to Paris in a bid to launch
an internationaily armed and financed
destabilization campaign. Efforts were
made at Tragmentation of the Taliban into
competing groups, or some combination
of these elements.
Thus the US and its allies were left with
..l Ao-ehoices: either to come to terms with
the politica! power of Islam, or to wage a
full scale war to dislodge the Tatiban and

. with them any expectations of reviving

~ the political power of Islam. The US and
its allies considered the events of
September 11 as a golden opportunity to
go for the secong option. However, their
counter-terronsm is heiping in uniting the
Ummah  The regeneration of fslam's
poliical power could make no sense
without a comprehensive approach to the
unity of the "Ummah. A divided Ummah,
or the Talban alone, could not
regenerate the political power of Islam.
A partial regeneration of political power,
based on a geographically limited area,
would not have met the minimum

- fequirement of repealing the originat
model. Any failure to take into account
the fact that the Ummah today is global,
comprised of mare than 1.000 million
Muslims, and that the power of secular
civilisation to be defeated is also global,
would have seriously compromised the
validity of the model. The vastly exposed
cruetty and cunningness of the US and
its allies have, nevertheless, addressed
this problem.
Despite having no military force to
defend  themselves, the Taliban's
unflinching determination and
uncompromising stance on the matter of
principles and justice have the capacity
to generate, by force of example, similar
Islamic resistance and revolutions in alt
parts of the world. islam has no frontiers
and islam in one countty makes no
sense. The emerging proegramme  of
islatmic  Revoiutions in  one Muslim
country after ancther offers the only way
forward and the US would regret for

- paving the way for the rise of Isiam to its
~ former glory.
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‘This power has already been generated
in all manifestations. A paradigm of
political thought is emerging that
describes and explains the present
political situation. Atthough, under the
influence of remote cantrol colonialism of
the West, some of the Muslim thinkers
have adopted western political ideas and
dressed them up as the politica! thought
of Isiam, nevertheless what happened in
Afghanistan over ‘the last five years is
sufficient to work as an eye opener. The
British model of parliamentary
government exercised almost universal
popularity during the heyday of the
British Empire. More recently the US
presidential model has been in vogue,
Like the present day biind followers of
sham democracy, the Muslim political
elites of the colonial period were in any

case bound fo pursue the
nationalist/secularist path  of . their
European mentors through  political

organizations with roots in the European
political systems. Thus the political party
model of organization came to hold such
sway that even those who tried to
organize an Istamic challenge to secular
orthodoxy ended up forming European-
style political parties.

The new realities are opening eyes of the
political parties established in the name
of Islam. They could never beat the
system and now they may not even exist
in the new set up like Turkey, Egypt,
Algeria and Pakistan. Now everyone in
these religious political parties have
understood -that Muslim political thought
and behaviour has trapped in a bog-like
patch of history in which the only firm
ground under their feet is western in
origin. The Taliban in Afghanistan have

partially regained the - solid political
ground of Islam that had slipped out of
reach. The regeneration of Islamic

poiitical power seemed improbable, if not
impossible. With the Taliban's effort to
establish an Islamic state, the secular
civilization and its major centres of
political power took all necessary steps
from propaganda o military attacks to
ensure that the political power of Islam
would not raise its head again.

For Islam this is a grave crisis in the
sense that the seemingly perfect
demonisation of the Taliban has left the
Muslims in a situation where every
available option is part of the new global
secular civilisation. it is no more a

guestion of choosing a form of
government, or choosing between
democracy and dictatorship. It is

therefore necessary to consider what we
need to do as Muslims and how to de-
frame the Taliban and remove all the
misconceptions  that = have  been
associated with the “Islamic e and
“political Islam.”

Anti-Taliban propaqanda:
Within the limited scope of a newspaper
article, it is sufficient only to discuss the

main issue of anti-Taliban propaganda --
the treatment of women - and conclude
how the Taliban have been the victims of
western propaganda pn other counts as
well. All the women rights activists now
shrilly lamenting that Afghan women
must go veiled were silent when the
Soviets slaughtered close to 2 million
Afghans - half women --from 1979-1989;
silent about 500,000 Afghans maimed by
Soviet mines since then; silent about
thousands of women raped during the
post-war anarchy before Taliban restored
internal order.

Who else can better describe the factual
situation than the author, who lived with
his family {two daughters and wife) both
in Afghanistan under the Taliban regime
and in Pakistan under the "liberal” rule of
Benazir and “moderate” rule of
Musharraf. Other than the instructions for
women o go veiled in public the rest is
pure fabrication. There has been
absolutely no beating of women in public
and no ban on women education, except
the restriction on co-education. Wearing
burga is a traditon and part of our
culture. Young school girls even in
Peshawar wear burga and almost 98% of
all are veiled in chader if not burga. One
can easily spot buses with painted
windows, and bed sheets clad Tanga
taking young gifls to schools and
colleges in Pakistan. There are no
Taliban in Pakistan forcing them to do
s0, There are hundreds of thousands of
Afghan and Pakistani women around the
world wearing burga and other types of
vells; are they doing so because of the
Taliban?

There are web sites with sickening mess
of lies and fabrications, about the
suffering of women in" Afghanistan,
without any references to dates, places,
persons or any other possibility of
verification. The “revolutionary” Afghan
women protesting in western capitals are
from the Khalg and Parcham factions of
Afghan Communists. Khalgis had to
literally WALK on the QUR'AN to be
granted membership (see "Afghanistan
Under the Red Flag® by Rober
Neumann, American Foreign Policy
Institute, 1979). Under -Communist rule,
the Kabu! regime used to put out
propaganda similar to what RAWA like
organisations feed to the western media
today. They cannot “liberate" Afghan
women by taking them out of burga,
removing their head covers and putting
them into skirts,

The horror stories about Taliban rule
have only this much basis in fact: When
the Taliban took Kabul, they destroyed
the bottles of wine found there and
imposed strict restrictions on women's
movement in the streets for some time.
in the last two years, | personally found
womnen outnumbering men in the streets
as well as marketplaces in Kabul
Historically Kabul has been the centre of
Afghan Communism. The Taliban were

extra-strict  with  those “revolutionary”
woamen. Apart from wearing burga in the
city streets, they were free to dress
however they may liked within the
boundary wall of their houses of
workplace. My wife personally witnessed
and interviewed women in mini-skirts at
main hospital in Kabul in August 2001.

A comparison with other occupations of
enemy cities in recent history (Berlin by
the Russians, Nuremburg by the
Americans, Jerusalem by the Zionists,
Algiers by the French, Delhi by the
British 1857, Khartoum under the Mahdi
by the British, Tripoli by the ltalians)
indicates that the Taliban have been very
civilized and well-behaved in  their
treatment of both men and women. Even
the friendly presence of American troops
in Saigon turned that city info a vast
brethel.

Contrary to reports about girls education

in the press, the figures obtained from N

the education secter in  Afghanistan
before the American afttacks, revealed
that girls education in rural Afghanistan_
were increasing. According to a surve

conducted by the Swedish Committee for
Afghanistan (SCA), almost 80 per cent of

the girls schools located in rural areas -

under the administration of the [slamic
Emirate of Afghanistan were operating in
full swing. Ms. Pia Karlsson, education
advisor at the Education Technical
Support Unit {(ETSU) of SCA, said in an
interview pubtished by the Frontier Post,
that only in Ghazni province, where the
Islamic Emirate under the leadership of
TIMA had control for the last two years,
approximately 85 per cent of the girls
were still in schools. In Kunduz province
alone, 122 schools were operating with
380 female teachers teaching at the
schools.

Health facilities for women increased .
200% during Taliban administration.
Prior to the Taliban Islamic Movement's

-~

!

—

)

taking control of Kabul, there were 350~

beds in ajl hespitals in Kabul. In August
2001, there were more than 950 beds for
women in exclusive women's hospitals.
Some hospitals which have specifically
been allocated to women included Rabia
Balkhi Hospital, Malali Hospital, Khair
Khana Hospital, Indira Gandhi Child
Health Hospital, Atta Turk Hospital,
Kuwait Red Crescent Hospital,
Contagious Disease Hospital and T.B.
Hospital. Moreover, there were 32
mother and child health clinics. In
addition to this, women recejved
treatment at ICRC and the Sandy Gal
Orthopaedic  Centers. In  all these
hospitals and clinics, women worked as
doctors and nurses to provide health
services o female patients.

Conclusion:

All the above-mentioned factors couldnt
be smoke-screened with the propaganda
for a leng time to come. There was no
valid, organized and effective opposition
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View Point

Abid Uliah Jan

(E-mail: abidjan2@psh. paknet.com.pk)

Beginning of The Rise of Islam.

The titanic struggle between two global
chvilizations, both claiming to be 'in
accordance with the primordial state of
nature, intensifies with growing number
of infants and babies dying of direct hits
and indirect shocks -of the heavy
bombing in Afghanistan. As more and
more food storage facilities, hospitals,
homes and mosques are purposely hit by
those who claim to have the perfected

the art of putting bombs through
windows, the facts becomes clearer that
the war is only to secure an

unchallengeable supremacy of secular
civilisation whether that be at the cost of
civilians or otherwise. But the more the
days go by, the claims of “civilised world"

the myth of its apparent permanence
&qd invincibility evaporate in thin air, and
the chances of Islam rising fo the

2 position of its former glory increase

¥
»

¢« terrorist

. manifold.

The Taliban and Osama just happen to
be nothing more than the prime victims in
the war on political power of [slam
planned by the western leaders more
than two decades ago. They have
assumed that the defeat of the political
power of Islam would lead to the total
disappearance of the Islamic civilization
as weil. They began to deal with threat of
political Islam after the Iranian revolution,
The focus however was intensified after
1990. Every wrong was associated with
Iran under the Ilabel of “exporting

- terrorism.”

After the bombing incidents in Saudi
Arabia the media tried to set a stage for
strikes against Iran. Unlike

-~ linkihg Osama to the recent attacks in

the US within 15 minutes of the incident,
Osama was nowhere in the picture even
long after the attacks in Saudi Arabia. Al
energies were focused on implicating
Iran in -the affair. The year 1996 began
with the Nw York Times blarring
Headline "the red menace is gone but
here is Islam,” on January 21°. Behind
the full page headline, eyes of Imam
Khomanie  were watermarked. To
implicate Iran in the Saudi bombing, the
same hewspaper reported in its front
page story on December 1%, 1996: “The

Saudis have suggested Iranian and
Syrian involvement in a conspiracy
behind the June bombing.” ~ The

Washington Post reported on front page
through Jeffrey Smith on December 11,
1996 that the US could lead other

Nations in taking some form of military

and diplomatic action early next year if
the US agrees with the Saudis that iran

The situation was actually the other way
round. The US officials were busy in
persuading Saudis to implicate Iran in
the anti-US strikes. It was daily Al-Hayat,
a Saudi newspaper based in London that
reported Iran's ambassador Mohammed

Rida Nuri praising Saudi Arabia's
objectivity in the investigations on
November 21. Four days later, on

November 25, 1998, editorial of the Wall
Street Journal, however, put the whole
blame on Iran in its editorial “lran on trial”
just as Afghanistan has to bear the
responsibility for what has happened in
the US on September 11, 2001.

According to the US mantra up to 1997,
since Iran was a pariah state, it was
necessary to “weaken it to the extent
possible, keeping it off-balance and
compounding all its problems.” The
probiem, which the US actually wants to
remove, is what it calls "poliitical Islam.”
The Taliban didn't get enough
opportunities and support to establish an
Islamic state in the real sense. However,
the US got an excellent opportunity on
September 11 to realise its dream into
reality and destroy whatever little
foundation the Taliban could lay during
their troubled existence of just five years.

In every quarter there is a talk about the

. Taliban in the past tense and there are

plans and suggestions about the post-
Taliban set up. The situation, however,
indicates that the final showdown has
just begun. And just as the Americans
have realised the world would never be
the same again. The US might not last
long to dictate the rest of the world with
its seemingly invincible might. All the
shades of moderate and liberal Islam are
sooh going to disappear. The only two
forces to come face to face are: the
Islamic  civilization and the secular
civilization - Mr. Bush's threat, "with us or
against us,” is not just a coincidence but
a pre-ordained fact. In this struggle, the
primacy of pofitical power in Islam is
central and unquestionable. No matter
how much the US and its allies may try

to eliminate chances of the
establishment of an Islamic state, it
would remain intact K not only in

Afghanistan but also spread all over the
Muslim world,

The State is an integral part of the
revealed paradigm of Islam. In simpie
words, Islam is incomplete without the
lslamic State. Political power, which the
West is trying to deny to the Muslims all
over the world, is an essential
component of the Islamic civilization, The
of political power

exert a great influence on the Islamic
civilization. During the 1,300 years from
the beginning of the Umaiyyad period to
the end of the Uthman Khilafah, the
political power of Islam expanded
greatly. However, during the same period
the moral stature and Islamic legitimacy
of political power declined continuously.
Eventually the process of moral decline
inaugurated by Banu Umaiyyah reached
1 stage where the political power
exercised by Muslim rulers was litlie
different from the political power of non-
Muslim rulers. The greatly weakened
political power of Muslim rulers was no
match for the newly-emergent politicai
power of the secular civilization that had
sprung up in Eurcpe. In a short time the
politicat power of the secular civilization
had overcome the corrupt Muslim rulers
and their States.

interestingly, we are witnessing a
reverse tide of the above-mentioned
phenomenon in  progress where the
strength lost at the top is coming from
the grassroots. Civilisations change from
below and sometimes the higher
echelons of society who are in power
seek to suppress the movement - at least
they do not represent it anyway, they
represent the old traditional balance of
power, But history comes from below; it's
like trees --the green grows from grass
into trees. This is what's happening in
the werld of Islam. The attack on Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan is the first ever
direct military assault on an Islamic state
that. acquired its political legitimacy as a
result of grassroots Islamic rmovement.
This is the beginning of a long sequence
in which, irrespective of the Taliban's
success or failure, the secular powers in
other Muslim states would unravel one
by one. The European powers console
themselves with the misconception that a
handful of secular bulwarks like
Musharraf and Mubarak would hold the
tidal wave of rising Islam or with the
replacement of the Taliban's
government, they would overcome the
political power of Islam itself, that Islam
in its political manifestation would cease
to exist for all time to come. The reality is
very different. Although the ephemerat
victory of the European powers might
leave Islam without a State for a
moment, the civilization of Islam would
not be destroyed. Because Islam is the
state of nature, every part of it is capable
of regenerating ali other parts, It would,
therefore, be only a matter of time before
the residual Islamic civilization re-
generate the political power of Islam.
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