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imparted education to several senior
members of the Taliban movement,
has become a centre for pan-Islamic
religious orthodoxy...The seminary
is also the place from where he
issues calls for jihad against
America and all the "anti-Islamic
forces" across the world, including
India.” One of the specialties of the
English press is its power to
depicting religious groups as
terrorists gangs required to be
outlawed immediately.

In the same report, the Friday
Times reports: “Inside the grand
Shariah Hall - Aiwan-e-Shariat -
participants sat round a huge
rectangular table. Overhead,
banners with jehadi rhetoric were
strung up, depicting a mood that has
become typical of such gatherings.

Below the banners with fiery
slogans, a glance across the table
made a list of who's who in the
clerical and jihadi circles of
Pakistan.” Mr. Rashed Rahman
described the Taleban government
as mediaeval, based on oppression
and dictatorship, and that women
have borne the brunt of Taleban's
reactionary and backward
worldview in his column “Sanctions
on Afghanistan™ in The New$ on
26th January 2001, '

-All these signs are the direct

consequences of Waestern
propaganda and pressure
on . the slim rulers

around the world. They
have put the Muslim world
in confusion over how much
freedom to grant Islamic
expression and Islamic
political parties. In Turkey, the
secular military pressured Mr.
Erbakan, who heads an Islamist
party, to crack down on displays of
Islam, and finally forced his
resignation. Many other nations,
including Algeria, Tunisia and
" Egypt, ban some Islamic parties
outright, Such bans have ended up

Thys: ‘Haqqaia, which

creating repressive police states in

the name of preventing them. They
have radicalized Islamic movements
that might otherwise play a very
constructive role in the development

“of these nations.

The government’s recent rackdowns
on religious groups and parties is
just an addition to other efforts
underway in other Muslim countries
to suppress Islamic movements. In
1995 Egypt arrested the most
charismatic leaders of the Muslim
Brotherhood, a popular, relatively
moderate group that condemns
violence. The Tunisian Government
has arrested thousands of members
and sympathizers of - Nahdha, an
Islamic  party that  behaved
democratically.

Pakistan is of course on the way to
become ‘another Algeria. The
question, however, is; who's fault is
it any way? Like most political
groups, Islamic organizations do not
disappear when they are banned.
They simply look for ways to
express their grievances and have a
say in the affairs of their country. It
is not possible to sideline a majority
by declaring them terrorists and
fundamentalists.

When we look at Pakistan’s grave
social, political and economic
problems, including violent crime,
the seculars should find out how

much religion or religious parties '

are responsible for it, and also heed
the findings in the professional
literature of the social sciences on
the positive consequences that flow
from the practice of religion.

For example, religious belief and
practice centribute substantially to
the formation of personal - moral
criteria and sound moral judgment.
The available evidence clearly
demonstrates that regular religious
practice is both an individual and
social good. '

Pamela Constable reported in the
Washington Times (June 22, 2000;
page Al9) that  Pakistan’s

“westernized elite has long repeated
the comforting mantra  that
conservative Islamic groups cannot
command more than a fraction of
the popular vote, such groups have
gained wide informal sway among
the uneducated, marginalized
majority of poor and lower-income
Pakistanis.” To the contrary the
situation has completely changed.
The most skilled and educated
people. are now part of the Islan__lic
organizations and parties in the
country. It is naive to assume
that all #hose who are part
of the religious parties are
emotional people, ignorant
of the realities around them.

It is wrong to assume like Pamela
Constable that power of the
religious leaders *is based on
religious emotion: the ability to
draw excited Muslim masses into
the streets.” Such misconceptions
have led to the crisis in Algeria and

the same would lead us into the

same quagmire. Let it be clear to
every one that there are no versions
like moderate, liberal and
fundamentalist Islam. The religious
groups are not a threat 1w the
government but sidelining  them
from the core issues rclated to
Pakistan is definitely a step towards
segregating religious groups trom
taking part in the national affairs.

We must keep in mind that our
problem is not religion; it is povernty
and  illiteracy and
intolerance. In 53 years. we could
not promote democratic culture n
Pakistan. QOur leaders have been
dictatorial, our behaviour has been
violent, our people have not learned
to settle disputes peacefully and
respect each others' rights, Efforts
of the English press to put
responsibility of all this on the
shoulders  of Isiam and those
associated with its promotion is
unfair and-this is what must change.
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View Point

Islamophobia in the Pakistani Press

What is Islamophobia? ‘The answer
is given in Professor Edward Said's
book 'Covering Islam' and is best
summarized as ‘'the portrayal of
Islam in the popular media and
literature, as  confrontational,
contradictory, crude, deceptive,
exaggerated, hostile, hypocritical,
ideological (not factual), lacking,
‘one-sided, racist, deliberate,
selective, - sensationalist,
standardized, skewed and vulgar,
The portrayal is peppered with
caricatures, clichés, lies,
misrepresentations, stereotypes,

.amazing levels of ignorance and

demonisation.'

A careful  reading . of the
publications like The Friday Times,
the Jang/News international, eic
clearly reveals that there has heen a
significant change in tone. The
Western propaganda has made
Islam a problem for us. Our press
has become very critical and
derogatory to religious parties, the
Taliban, and traditionally religious
minded communities. English press
in this regard is on the forefront of
propaganda against religious parties
and institutions. One simply appalls
by the articles and editorials in
which the English press describes
the non-issue “Talibanisation of
Pakistan™ or Taliban government as
mediaeval, based on oppression and
dictatorship, and that women have
borne the brunt of Taliban’s
reactionary and backward world
view,

But is the pot calling the kettle
black? What about Pakistan's record
on oppression, - dictatorship,

=" wmbackwardness and treatment of its

women? One cannot_help but fee!
that secular writers are merely

Abid Ullah Jan

»
parroting  nlisléading  American
propaganda about Islam under the
cover of the Taliban, who have
become thé scapegoats in the
American war on lslam. Why not
compare the Taliban government's
record with that of Pakistani

dictators, corrupt civilian rulers, -

feudal landlords and industrialists or
that of other unaccountable, brutal
and corrupt western-backed client
regimes. Are Taliban rulers looting
their country like Pakistani rulers?
Unlike the Chaudries, Bhuttos and
Mian brothers, etc Taliban leaders
have not misused state power for
personal enrichment and they are
indistinguishable in their diet,
clothing and living from ordinary
Afghans. If their corrupt leaders are
caught, are they sent into exile to
Saud's Arabia 'in the best interest of
the nation'?

The fact is there is no corruption
under Taliban rule. Maybe that
comes as a shock to a Pakistani
journalists accustomed to
astronomical looting by their own
countrymen and political leaders.
Maybe the Taliban are perceived as
backwards because they do not
conform to the prevalent modern
worldview of bent and corrupt
politics, slavishly serving foreign
masters  sitting  in  Washington,
London, Paris and Rome. The
Taliban government is perceived
‘'mediaeval' and not broad-based
because it does -not inclyde
homosexuals and secular liberals
ready to sell their own mothers and
countrymen to Uncle $am for fistiyl
of dollars. The English press
claims that the Taliban is supporting
fundamentalist movements abroad,
By that perverse logic Pakistan is

supporting a fundamentalist
movement in Kashmir! It other
nations can intervene without sound
legal basis in _conflicts in other
slates where Muslims are being
persecuted as in  Kosova, why
should the Taliban government be
the exception in not intervening on
humanitarian and moral grounds?

But are we seriously to

believe that the Taliban
government has the
financial resources to
intervene in other states? It
is America, Israel, Iran,
France, Uzbekistan,

Tajikistan, India and Russia
who are interfering in

Afghan internal affairs. And
in fact the greatest crime of recent
times has been the support for the
extremist and racist Zionist bandit
state in the heartland of the Muslim
world. Zionists and their supporters
are the true practitioners of
medievalism - not the Taliban. After
all. Zionism is rooted in the
mediaeval Crusades ic. the brutal .
occupation of Palestine. In any case,
as one writer to 'The News' wrote
recently, the European 'mediaeval’
age of darkness and ignorance was
the Golden Age of Islam.

The coded message for what the
secufar establishment are
advocating is: "Pakistan is in for an
Algeria-like situation where
religious partics grew into a monster
and the liberals had to resort to
brute force 10 deal with them.” The
Friday Times report about religious
parties conference in Akora Khattak
is an evidence of how the secular
writers promote their bigoted views.
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A Young Boy from Canada writes:

Dearest Dr. 1srar Sahib,

i am a student at the University of
Toronto in Canada. 1 have been out
of Pakistan ever since 1 was 12
years of age, for sometime in
Kuwait and then here in Canada to
finish my Computer Science degree.
I am 2! years of age and have a
passion for leaning  history,
philosophy and politics with a keen
interest regarding our Islamic
heritage.

I have researched a lot of sources of
information and inspiration
regarding !slam and Pakistan- both
secular and religious, but there was
always something missing. From
the almost sect like interpretations
of the Jamat-e-Islami, to the narrow
mindedness of the  various
decbandis, barelvis,  wahabis,
proponents of secularism among

worldwide and in the Pakistani
bureaucratic circles, the "great"
mohajir movement, an equally

pathetic sindhi, balochi, pushtun
and saraiki independent views on as
the say "the hollow" creation of
Pakistan, sayings of our "patriotic"
brethren in Bangladesh and ‘India
who view the philosophy of
Pakistan as nothing more than a
mistake made in haste and not as a
result of over 100 years of Muslim
intellectual thought and efforts,
which reached a climax with over 2
million Muslims laying down their
lives at the time of the partition to
pave the way for all these various
"groups” of people to raise fingers
of hatred at their very own
motherland. The state of affairs is
saddening, disturbing and at best
unacceptable to  any  decent
Pakistani. 1 am a great admirer of
your intellectual, political and

religious. views and believe that if

only our country was to adopt some
of your views which you have been
propagating for so many years now
(mashallah)- we would have been a
different peopte altogether.

My reason for writing this email to
you is based on this feeling I have

M

been having for the last year or so.
For a year now, | have felt that you
are mentioning again and again how
even after so many years of effort at
mobtlizing public opinion in favour
of Islamic way of life in our
country, the general masses are
unwilling to adopt your views and
act in light of your warnings-and
make ali efforts possible
to save Pakistan through the
introduction of Islam and restore
our pride in the comity of nations. |
feel your sorrow, your sadness and
your grief at the way the nation of
Pakistan has reacted to your
constant warnings. There is a storm
coming; you can see it and are
warning your beloved people, yet
they won't listen, I am extremely
saddened at this prospect. Dr. Sahib,
1 want to convey to you that my
family and 1| pray dearly for your
health and that may Allah give you
the strength to keep on going with
your wonderful work which 1 am
sure would melt the hearts of those
who listen with a conscience. Our
people have a way of complaining
about everything in the world but
doing next to nothing about things
that matter. | wanted to share your

grief and the sense of helplessness

that you feel at being unable to turn
the sails of the people and the
country in the right direction. Dr.
Sahib, you are a great great person
among the leaders of the
conternpory  Muslim  revivalist

‘movements. [ wish you all the best

in your work and I hope that
someday in our lives, better sense
would prevail in the minds of our
masses to act to save Pakistan from
the clutches of the Ceasar like
Bhuttos, Sharifs and the recent
Musharraf who needs an ethics
course on lslam before he makes
another speech making his ignorant
views known,

1 was a little nervous about writing
this message to you as the reason
was purely to express sympathy
with you in these turbulent times for

our Pakistan and the condition of
Muslims worldwide. 1 promise
you that I will not be among
the ones who listen and
don't act, its the same as not
knowing in the first place-
You can feel happier that at
least you are making a great
impact with the youth, who
are ever so concerned about

Pakistan and its future. May
Allah give you a long life, health
and strength to keep at your work at
motivating people, and that God
willing one day the whole “of
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan,
Iran and Muslims of India would
realize their duties and act on them
to strengthen themselves against the
onslaught of western hatred against
Islam.

Yours Sincerely,
Y ousuf Qureshi
Toronto, Canada

e b BT
??nfﬁ'/?us:_l,%g{,ﬁ
BIF S5 § 0 Pl Al s
ErF i benld o
G Fitte e s & LeBL e
?.:;_LJQJZK

PeiT St E0E el iy

e RO

“aw ]! . 22

BIO T TS !
Ak L U 15

A;Lr’ﬁ:(rk:.!tﬁl)_-.f'rlr;h?“.-a"p-/‘ié@q

|

VTPt it b

(e 1 Su-
6 ¥ ww ¥

i

- 4

#g%*
-
- ) -



Regd CPLNo 127

WEEKLY NIDA-I-KHIIAFAT LAHORE

ool § g bud !

La(_ﬁzb/dbl,aj/u’:.ﬂ/)w:.ad/: L}d:/u/:;/"/:/ﬁ?
%/L»L:.J" (TSI Tt I w2 JJ&@’ q u’:.a;mww e
< /quJJ,duaa_,ui_/mkhlﬁ»db%.w@r/é/&@uéwwuu,f e

fU;iLj’JUJyU/JJIJJ;JLAIIG

] L.fufumtfuldw,uwéidwim

K

NEFL B e TS JE i sp

N Juﬂ'-ﬂufuid'u*sriu*w g

’ 1
.

(H‘uu,)-m}wa jvéul‘f’um

- /ﬁfuv f%Lu’;HbJ Ju ©

. J"la;'t_JLfKJl,ﬁau;L‘J"L/Lﬁ

S SV e b T e
-ff(é-driwleu')Hl‘Lf' a
_‘Lt/‘_}“{wmtffguu PP
Ll 2 e & P 3onfief i
AL PR s i L

CF T T L

ﬂlu‘u‘Lf)LLWiJ/ LJJLJT,; rg
..«qf’qu*a_L,._ﬁ_r_bu“ I
KJWJ.&-‘UI/[&»LJI}'M_Q”JI
S ITI A b  E st ol )5
u..,fu"../iyé’iJw:_,ww..aw’
L USG 1 U it o7 2 6o 27
. - .J]JJJJ.UJL
ﬂ/f}h}gifu.wbxidﬂ/
s R Ay kG
ez S sz d oz g
U s2rle s ooz Ut o Sy
JT-g Cﬁtggu’u"-‘,r;ﬁizm’gyé
JWI/J:;LJJJWIIU’?—JJ
:__IJQ K:"dy’ugidbxb/u"filul

B ,._.—JW-..af_.’_.u"/laffJb;U)y..f

iadbuu[)q;‘-«f/lf'w/f di)ﬂ)
vy .};pfz:zsidficc.h)luﬂf?! db’ vl

£y

OGN

e

mj"rlb.lif».ffu*u’bul/lfwfi&
SAbU Ve Sl Bz gt e
L/W’LMG‘JJ‘JJUMJGL e
uya/bc_ujlj.u:’c..dl/:(bufdﬂ_.c_
Sl Ser e Sts s S
erc"_.dfurlrfu“_uffjjb.u;(_)b
e petd ffJ_v/erwJ,,;
LA w1 o0
id/dU@u&J

AL LA e A i
UK o‘(c,m Ifote 1K
;/Lf%uﬂ c_dw/u*/“@/,ud)tf‘ftus
elVe G E LU L Fe ey
b gl

S el ALt pu o
?Zu,f?&:_u:(g?Zq/JJl&—-

:’u;’u‘*u"’(ﬁl-iﬁuri.uﬂ -3
el U e Ll e LT £ pd
;fc_diygufuuufr_tylaﬁduau
Sl Sl G U f oo S
u‘pJLJIL{uLgJ‘L}B}J‘fQJ‘—

.(‘{UIJJ[ JC/waJuLJJQ_!,J [‘f

u;&;’ublf?‘!u’l-%) L—/FJMA!)J-“-LJJ/"’
ug&ﬁlu.ﬂr‘i{[}gygujlﬂf/;léé.

- J,h—.i__,uuumi

é_rZ_f...dLPu"”uuW N I
vuu}f;/watﬁy‘)uu*u
LS e & S i fia
u‘dfu,«upé.lfnd't«u‘urf/ iy
e hode bifsl il d pd K

'u"xf/flfff._a//s/.ff o Fa

Lfﬂ)&:fsu);f/';-i_vz.iuwlieﬂ

?c_,?sLLl;/dfjgc‘;quﬁ(ﬁt:,{’/;c..ga :

Il T AR A S e
s

s e s S b A
J(/di/a.g/c_ u—-’,&[u}féjj}’n-f’la/
ORI YV 3 NP _,//_,4 _uf(d‘
sl AL 2 v iy
r’fc._r)"’:’:_, | u‘u’,cb///iul.»u'
s U J’u/wulwu‘&yu_
Je Ehpe Lo ALY
Lwa“deI lﬁlff;wfdfa_uﬂ
d}u*f?uf_f)r‘”b)l{ﬁc;,xd/u)f
a;UdAJf‘”uﬂ%ﬂéJL U
-l:fLJb‘uﬁ"
qug)jé./{-’;@g)}tfﬂ-’f,(‘; J,ﬁ,{
A:PSJL&G PSJLoJ-'I u*u;f?u:gzd/c_
/ulu’d_)w:’_rﬂ/fibﬂp(:_ Jlaer

A J’f,-c.u-(Lw gL T B
_JUJ

/fal U falabr.g{jf_
O)K'U/L:" /){?(-J/’/A’LJ/J&J
/(J/JJJJU)UJJI/GWJVLJL?
/ﬁ"l}"d._J/._#/’c.J. — I35 s
o T /M..L_’yf_uﬂf’ CERT Y, P
SRR Al bt
J& = ua_rurl,wd’uwwmuuul A
By

uﬁg}e“_/u“’ﬁtrurl_j?/u o
?C..Lg{pu?(bulgfb}r

dww_z_é.,df/f..f soTe




