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Red carpet for the General
Et tu Jehangir Karamat?
T YT 2

T was ‘a very successful visit', General

Jehangir Karamat, is reported 10 have
claimed at the end of his visit to
Washington last month. Back in
Islamabad, a little circumspect but
unnamed high placed sources also
confirmed the success of the Pakistan
armv chief of staff's tour, but qualified it
with the words "on the whole". How did
his American hosts look at the General's
visitz A top state department official
thought compared 1o other officials, this
one was ‘extremely useful’. Useful or
Successful?

The visit was not only successful, but
extraordinary as well, at least from one
angle - a five star reception accorded 10
a four star general from a two star
republic. Nothing like that was accorded
even to Field Marshal Ayub Khan who
the US helped into power in Pakistan
and who helped America put down
roots, but the LS also helped ease him
out power after he wrote his political
biography, Friends Not Masters (Oxford
University Press, London, 1967). One
doubts whether General Karamat's aides
had browsed through at least those
sections of the book which describe
Avub Khan's visit to US and his
encounters with America.

On,the face of it, military routines of
General Karamat’s visit looked normal:
on arrival a full honours guard and a
‘Legion of Merit’ medal; meeting with
his US counterpart, General Dennis
Reimers; and visits to Army Training and
Doctrine Command; US Forces
Command; Special Operations
Command in Atlanta, Georgia; Central
Command in Tampa; Florida; and Army
Command and Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth. At Fort Leavenworth, he
addressed the officers and was inducted
into Hall of Fame.

He was also received at the Pentagon
where he spent a busy day meeting the
acting secretary of the army as well as
defence secretary, William Cohen. The
Americans went an extra mile in
hospitality when they iet him be received
not only by depury assistant secretary of-
state for South Asia, Inderfurth, but also
by the chief, secretary of state Madeieine
Albright. Ambassador Thomas
Pickering, formerly in Israel, was
anather state department official who
saw General Karamat. The programme

was important in that the state
department gave him their piece of
mind on US perceptions of South, South
West and Central Asia, but while doing
so the state department had the
opportunity to debrief their guest as
well.

There was a debriefing session at the
Pentagon. There the General was asked
to take part in a round-table on future
threats to natienal security. The crypiic
ISPR (Inter-Services Public Relations)
press release didn't say whose ‘national
security’. Presumably General Karamat
told them about the threat to Pakistan’s
‘national security’ posed by India's
occupation of Jammu and Kashmir;
brutalisation of the Kashmiri pecple; its
programme of heavy militarisation,
covering nuclear. missile and space
programmes. That is the popular side of
threat perception in Pakistan, and, it can
easily be assumed how the Americans
both at the Pentagon and state
department must have tried to assuage
Pakistan's sense of Indian threat. The
current line is: forget about Kashmir and
we will make vou an ‘Asian Tiger'.

The question is: Ef tu Karamat? Did the
Pakistan army chief buy this ‘line of
national defence’ to which his prime
minister looks already sold out?

The Americans were, on the contrary,
quite honest when they described visit as
‘extremely useful’ and so it should have
been from Pakistan’s point of view as
well - and that would be the real
measure of success. However, the
extraordinary length te which the
Pentagon and state department had
gone to humour the Pakistan army chief
has raised alarm in Islamabad. For two
different set of reasons: right and wrong.
One set of alarm seems 1o have ming in
the Nawaz Sharif kitchen.

It is believed that the Pakistan prime
minister did not like US inviting General
Karamat the way it did, but red carpet
reception given to him seems to lend
weight to the view that Washington is
plotting another change in Pakistan.

From Washington's point of view,
Nawaz Sharif has failed to deliver what
he was supposed to in lieu of his being

shown no ability to do so. His regime is
crumbling fast. Even the kitchen cabinet
is not at peace with itself. Nawaz Sharif is

. failing because of his own ineptitude but

also, some believe, due to a little push by
the socalled ‘sensitive’ agencies. .

Sources close to the ground predict an
escalation in terrorist violence and a
collapse of the Sharif regime in three to
six months. General Karamat is not
expected to retire, but if he does, he will
become chairman of joint chiefs of staff.
The functions of joint staff is under
review and the chairman is expected to
be given some real powers. No one is
expecting a direct military rule, but the
army can, like Turkey, underpin a
‘strong national government’ that would
do the will of Washington.

Few are going to lament the demise of
the Sharif government, but the prospect
of it being replaced by ‘national
government’ under the aegis of America
would represent a more real security
threat to Pakistan than by Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif. It is doubtful,
however, such a military-backed set up
will find national accepiance and instead
of bringing stability, it might add to the
existing instability. That might well be
the purpose, in the view of those, who
believe that Washington is actually
interested in bad and not good
governance in Pakistan. That would
hasten its plans to break up the
remaining Pakistan into four
subordinate s1atelets.

Besides the middle level officer corps,
the US is believed 10 have quite a few
‘assets’ in the upper echelons of the
defence and securiry establishment and
those who brought down Benazir Bhutto
are equally capable of throwing out

: Nawaz Sharif. Nawaz Sharif’s desire to

allowed a second stint instead of being

altogether barred from politics under
the country's accountability law. Not
that he did not want io, but he has

acquire absolute powers, his attempt to
control the higher judiciary and his use
of national assembly as a rubber stamp
must have alarmed the defence
establishment as well. However, it is
neither Nawaz Sharif nor the defence
establishment, but an ouside third force
is expected to benefit from such political
disorder. Nawaz Sharif has probably
begun to sense this and he is now

*begening to talk ‘Istam’: restoring the

weekly Friday holiday and introducing
the Islamic system. He also changed his
laid-back Kashmir-speak when he
recently went to Azad Kashmir.

But General Karamat owes it to his
country to expiain in what sense was his
visit ‘very successful’ and what made it
‘extremely useful’ in the eyes of the
Pentagon and the state department.

Ahmad irfan




