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‘News analysis

Islami

By Sarmad Bashir

LAHORE-Former Jama’at-1-
Amir Mian Tufail
Muhammad’s resignation from the
party’s Central Executive reflects an
internal party struggle, one of the
most serious of the party’s history.
which will probably come to a head
in the election for party Amir due
next month.

Mian Tufail has expressed the sen-
timents of the hardliners in the 85-
member Shoora against the policies
of the incumbent Qazi Hussain
Ahmad but they lack the courage to
act ke Mian Tufail who did not
accept any pressure to deny the re-
ports in the Press. Mian Tufail is also
acting as the focus of opposition to
the increasingly controversial Qazi
Hussain, which of moues against their
succeed could possibly the first
Jama’at Amir to be toppled from his
oftice while still available to serve.

Mian Tufail Muhammad who
joined Jama’at-i-Islami at the age of
27 had to take this decision with a
heavy heart. In his half-century asso-
ciation with the Jama’athe had never
been sidetracked the way his succes-
sor (Qazi Hussain Ahmad, whom he
himself had elevated to the party
Secretary-Generalship, did after suc-
ceeding him five years ago.

Among the Jama’at’s hardcore cad-

Tufail’s resignation serious sethack for Qazi ?

res Mian Tufail 1s one who opposed
(Qazi1 Hussain on a number of 1ssues
but the difference was that the others

prefer to restrict themselves to the

Shoora while the former Jama’'at
Chief expressed his feelings in pub-
lic. It was finally the Shanat Act
which constrained  Tufail
Muhammad to resort to this ‘extreme
action’.

Apparently the differences in the
Jama at’s Central Executive surfaced
during the Gulf war when Qazi
Hussain Ahmad launched acampaign
in support of [raqi President Saddam
Hussain in total disregard of his par-
ty's stance.” Qazi sahib is least both-
ered about Shoora’s decision, he be-
lieves 1n popular politics,” the late
Dr Asad Gilani,
hardliner, groused once in a meeting
with an Opposition leader.

It was later admitted by Qazi's
most trusted men that their Chief
flouted the Shoora’s decision on the
Gulf war. He also realised 1t at the
later stage that he might be causing
serious problems for himself if he
continued to assert himself this way
and this was the feeling which forced
him to apologise to his Shoora in the
next meeting.

an old-guard

Those whohave been closely study-
ing the Jama’at feel that it was per-
haps for the first time that members
of the Shoora started expressing their
resentment against Qaz1 Hussain in
private, though very few showed the
courage to resign from the Central
Executive Committee as did Mian
Tufail and Amir of Okara Ch Nazir
Ahmad.

Whereas Prime Minister Mian
Nawaz Shanf’s statement that the
Jama’at'sexit fromthe l wasQazi’'s
decision and not ot the Shoora of the
Jama’at-1-Islami annoyed the Jama at
members a lot. it also lett a serious
point to ponder whether the party
Chief outweighs decisions of the
Shoora.

The letter Mian Tutail addressed
to the members of the Shoora was
enough evidence of Qazi’s defrance
of party decisions on various 1Ssues.
He went to the extent of saying that it
was the latitude given by them that
the present leadership of the Jama at
compromised with the Goverminent
on the Shanat issuc,

[t was the fama at legistators sap-
porting the Nawaz Shast Govern

ment on what many believe a ‘crip-
pled Shanat Act’ that caused Mian

Tufail to reprimand his successor
both 1n the Shoora and outside it at a
public meeting at Mochi Gate where
he accused the members of Parlia-

ment of commiitigg rebellmn\agamit

- Allah, the Almighty.

What really pinched Mian Tufail
was President Ghulam Ishag Khan's
blunt reply that “Mian sahib. { had no
choice to sign the Shaniat Act which
was passed by Parliament. Why don't
you ask your own party men who
supported the government at the time
of the legislation™ He was also ren-
dered speechless when a similar an-
swer came.from Interior Minister Ch
Shujaat Hussain.

Knowing that he would be able to
control theemotionsofghe Jama'at’s
hardcore cadres by 1akigg into confi-
dence his predecessor gpp this issue,
(Qazi Hussain approachedfMian Tufail
and tned to convince Bim that the
Jama’at’s MNAs and Senators were
assured by the Prime Minister that
thetr recommendations would be in-
corporated in the Act later o

But as regards enforcement of Is-
lamic order. Mian Tufail was not
ready to accept anythm g short of the
Federal Shariat Court’s verdict about
Is!amﬁanop'l Qazi’s arguments car-

ried no weight and he stuck to the
idea of expressing his resentment to
the members of the Shoora. He fi-
nally decided to resign his member-
ship when Shoora voted down his
opinion in the next meeting.

Mian Tufail Muhammad's and Ch
Nazir Ahmad’s resignations have

“caused a serious setback for Qazi

Hussain Ahmad and his proteges at a

. stage whenthe Jama'atchiefis up for

his first re-election as Amir. After
the exit of Maulana Amin Ahsan
Islahi and his followers over 35 years
ago. this 1s potentially the most seri-
ous split in the party.

There was a very strong feeling
among Jama’at members and sym-
pathisers that Qazi’s penchant for
popular peolitics was taking the
Jama’at far from its basic ideology
and that resulted into serious group-
ings within the party, though they
preferred to remain quiet rather than
cnticising their Amir in public as had
been indicated by Okara’s Amir in
his resignation to Punjab Amir Hafiz
Idrees Ahmad.

The formation of Pasban and the
activities of Qazi Hussain Ahmad
from its platform also annoyed even

the Jama’'at's ordinary workers for
whom it was not convincing at all
that the Qazi was organising its shows
as Pasban Chairman and not as
Jama at Amur. That the powerful stu-
dent wing, the Islami Jamiat Tulaba,
1S also upset is ironic because it had
such high hopes from Qazi, the first
Amir to have started out as an DT
member, and who has surrounded

himself with former 1T stalwarts of
the 1970s and early 1980s.

Whatever was thetr approach to-
wards Pakistan and the Quaid-i-
Azam, right or wrong, the hardcore
was not ready to change it merely for
the Amir’s whims. Qazi1 Hussain’s
offering fateha at the Mazar-i-Quaid
could arouse sympathies for am
among others but notin the Jama’at’s
own workers and cadres.

The Jama at leaders were more
offended because the fama’at Chief
took undue advantage of the Shoora’s
recommendations about the Pasban
and went far ahead in publicising his
‘commando force’ on the pattern the
Jama’at-i-Islami had been averse to.
He has also been accused of using
Pasban as a platform for his canvass-
ing for the next term. Under the

Jama’at election procedure, noone is
allowed to put forward his nomina-
tion, or canvass for himself. Three
nominations are made by the Shoora,
and members have the right of a
write-in vote.

On the other hand, Qazi’s support-
ers note the fate of the Communist
hardliners, whose coup attempis
failed so abysmally. The battle lines
arre slowly drawing up, though there
is as yet no overt challenge. That

~would only come if the hardliners

throw their support behind an alter-
native to Qazi-which has not vyet
happened.

The only purpose Mian Tufail and
Ch. Nazir’s resignations have served
1s the suspension of Pasban pro-
grammes, reportedly uptil the elec-
ton of new Jama’at Amir due by the
end of the next month. In the past
fortnight Pasban programmes ar-
ranged at different places have all
been converted into Jama’at rallies.

When Qazi Hussain took over as
Amir, he was considered the party's
‘Gorbachev’, the representative of a
younger generation, with an implied
mandate to bring a breath of fresh air
to the party. However, Gorbachev’s
glasnos? led to the destruction of the
USSR. The hardliners point to this
and wonder whether this is the path
Qazi 18 leading them on.
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