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Al-A'raf 13

punishment decreed by Allah (S1vr), the generation born in the
wilderness reached maturity. They waged war against the inhabitants
of Palestine, conquering the land. The first city to fall was Jericho.
They were instructed to enter as conquerors but with humility, not
with heads held high and necks straight — a stark contrast to the
typical arrogance displayed by conquerors. This directive parallels the
humility shown by the Prophet (S441v) upon entering Makkah at the
time of its conquest, when his forehead touched the front wood of the
saddle of his she-camel Al-Qaswa he rode with profound humility and
gratitude to Allah (SIvT).

Verse 162
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But those who wronged among them changed [the words] to a

statement other than that which had been said to them. So We sent

upon them a punishment from the sky for the wrong that they were
doing.

The verse highlights the persistent defiance and rebellion of the
Israelites in the face of Allah’s (S1vI) blessings, leading to their ultimate
destruction. The wrongdoers among them deviated by uttering
statements contrary to what had been ordained by Allah (SIv).
Consequently, Allah (SIvI) unleashed a scourge, a torment from the
sky, as a retribution for their transgressions and wicked deeds,
resulting in the annihilation of the rebels.

And Allah ¢swn Knows Best!
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Al-A'raf 12

sky was covered with clouds such that they were protected from the
scorching heat of the sun. Third, a unique meal, consisting of manna
and quails (Mann-o-Salwa) was sent down on them. Had this Divine
arrangement, catering as it did for the millions of wandering
Israelites' basic necessities of life, not been made, they would certainly
have perished. Nevertheless, those who displayed ingratitude and
transgressed not only erred in their disobedience to Allah (s1vr) and
His Messengers (AS) but also inflicted harm upon themselves. It is
crucial to acknowledge that their actions could not inflict any harm
upon the Almighty (S1vT); rather, the repercussions were borne by the
individuals themselves who deviated from the righteous path.

Verse 161
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And [mention, O Muhammad], when it was said to them, "Dwell in
this city [i.e., Jerusalem] and eat from it wherever you will and say,
'Relieve us of our burdens [i.e., sins],’ and enter the gate bowing

humbly; We will [then] forgive you your sins. We will increase the
doers of good [in goodness and reward]."

The incidents recounted here draw from the history of Bani Israel,
which has been extensively discussed in Surah Baqarah. However, it's
noteworthy that this Surah predates the revelation of Surah Bagarah;
it is of Makki origin. The events are presented as if they are well-
known facts, reflecting the Jews' tamiliarity with their own history.
Recall the command given to them: "Inhabit this town, partake freely
of its provisions, and say, 'Hittatun, Hittatun, O Allah (sIvT), forgive
" They were commanded that when entering the city, they
must lower their heads humbly, not arrogantly, as conquerors might
enter other cities. The promise is made that if they follow these
instructions, seeking forgiveness and entering with humility, Allah
will pardon their wrongdoings and reward the virtuous among them.
Thy would have attained the elevated status of Ihsan.

our sins.

According to Jewish history, this town was Jericho (Ariha). After the
passing of Prophet Moses (AS) and the completion of the forty-year
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Al-A'raf 11

The reference here pertains to the People of the Book, specifically the
Jews, during the eras of Prophet Moses (AS) and Holy Prophet (5AA1v).
It is expounded that within the community of Prophet Moses (45), as
well as in subsequent times, there have been individuals who embody
piety and refrain from transgression. Not all of them have deviated;
indeed, a segment among them adheres to the path of righteousness.
An exemplar of this is Abdullah ibn Salam (R4), a prominent Jewish
scholar who embraced Islam in Madinah and became a companion of
the Holy Prophet (SAAv). Thus, there existed individuals who,
grounded in truth, upheld justice. It is essential to note that the Truth
has remained constant throughout human history, with all
Messengers of Allah propagating the same Deen. The righteous path
has been unchanging, and the divine revelations consistently

conveyed the fundamental message of monotheism, prophethood,
and the afterlife.

Versel60
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And We divided them into twelve descendant tribes [as distinct]
nations. And We inspired to Moses when his people implored him
for water, "Strike with your staff the stone," and there gushed forth
from it twelve springs. Every people [i.e., tribe] knew its watering
place. And We shaded them with clouds and sent down upon them
manna and quails, [saying], "Eat from the good things with which
We have provided you." And they wronged Us not, but they were
[only] wronging themselves.

This refers to the organization of the people of Israel which has been
mentioned in the Qur'an (Surah Al-Ma'idah, Verse 12). This organization
was one of the numerous favours which Allah ¢s1vT) had bestowed
upon the Israelites. Mention is made of three other favours bestowed
upon them. First, an extraordinary arrangement for their water
supply was made in the otherwise arid Sinai Peninsula. Second, the
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Al-A'raf 10

Verse 158
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Say, [O Muhammad], "O mankind, indeed I am the Messenger of
Allah to you all, [from Him] to whom belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth. There is no deity except Him; He gives life
and causes death.” So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the

unlettered prophet, who believes in Allah and His words, and
follow him that you may be guided.

Allah (sivT) commands the Holy Prophet (SAA1Y) to declare to the
Israelites (the people of the Book) that he is the Messenger (SAAIV) of
Allah (siv) to all of humanity - present, past and future - to all of
creation till the Day of Judgement. The Holy Prophet (SAAIV) bears the
message from the sole Sovereign and Owner of the heavens and the
earth, to whom all dominion belongs. There is no deity except Him.
He is the Giver of life and the Bringer of death. This declaration is
directed primarily to the people of the Book; however, it extends to
all of humankind, therefore, we must all place trust and faith in
Allah (s1vt) and His Messenger (SAAIV).

The salvation for the world is conditional on unwavering belief in the
“unlettered” Prophet (SAA1V), who himself places unwavering belief in
Allah and fully embraces the words revealed to him by Allah (sivT),
acknowledging their divine origin. Foremost, the Prophet (SAAIV)
holds steadfast faith in the Quran, recognizing it as the revelation
from Allah (sivD). Those who follow him, and who adhere to the
guidance sent with him shall find the path of true righteousness. In
doing so, they will be rightly guided, and only then will their journey
be illuminated by the divine wisdom and guidance bestowed upon
the Prophet (SAATY).

Verse 159
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And among the people of Moses is a community which guides by
truth and by it establishes justice.
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Al-A'raf 9

been placed on them by the legal hair-splitting of their jurists, the
pietistic exaggerations of their spiritual leaders, the introduction of
superstitions and self-contrived laws and regulations by their masses.
The Prophet (sivI), by relieving them of every unnecessary burden
and releasing them from every unjustified restriction, in fact liberated
their shackled lives.

It is incumbent upon us, in the present day, to engage in critical
introspection and evaluate our alignment with the four criteria for
success delineated in the concluding part of this verse. We must
scrutinize whether we are fulfilling these essential dimensions of
our relationship with our beloved Prophet (SAAIV) as Muslims.
The foundational pillars of our connection with the Prophet
Muhammad (SAATY) are multitaceted. Firstly, unwavering belief in the
Messenger of Allah (SAAIV) necessitates complete submission and
obedience to the divine revelations he brought — namely, the Qui’an
and the Sunnah. The second imperative of this faith is profound and
unequivocal: true faith, or Iman, demands that one holds the
Prophet (5SAA1V) in higher esteem and honor than even one's closest
kin —father, son, and all other human relationships. This reflects in
absolute obedience and a love that transcends familial bonds. Another
tacet involves active support for the Prophet (SAA1V) and his mission.
His objective was not personal aggrandizement but rather the
fulfilment of a divine mission entrusted by Allah (sivD). The support
for this mission extends beyond his lifetime and persists until the Day
of Judgment. We must conscientiously assess whether we are living in
alignment with this purpose.Moreover, Prophet Muhammad (SAAIV)
sought no personal assistance for trivial matters; his appeal was for
support in establishing the Deen of Allah (Sivr). The third aspect,
therefore, is a commitment to assisting in his noble mission. The
fourth dimension underscores the importance of adhering to the
divine light — the Final Testament — sent by Allah in the form of the
Holy Qur'an. This involves a dedicated following of the teachings
encapsulated within this sacred scripture.

Theretore, we should pray to Allah (SIvT) to include us in this group
and determine to tread this path, committing to fulfill these four
fundamentals of our relationship with Prophet Muhammad (SAATY).
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Al-A'raf 8

meaningless unless one supports the struggle to establish the
hegemony of truth which was being carried on under the leadership
of the Prophet (SA4a1v). For unless one spends money to exalt the word
of Allah (siv1), the very foundation of Zakah is lacking, even if a
person spends huge amounts in the way of charity. They were also
reminded that they had been told in the past that Allah’s (S1vT) mercy
was exclusively for those who believed in His Revelation. Now those
who rejected the Revelation received by Prophet Muhammad (SAATV)
could never be considered believers in Revelation no matter how
zealously they claim to believe in the Torah.

Reference to the Prophet (SAATV) in this verse as “Ummi”1s significant
for two reasons Prophet Muhammad (SAATY) was raised from among
the Umiyeen (gentiles) as the Israelites branded all other nations as
Gentiles (ummis). Steeped in racial prejudice, the Israelites did not
consider members of other nations as their equals, let alone accept
any person not belonging to them as a Prophet (4S). The Qur'an also
states the Jewish belief that they would not be taken to ask for
whatever they might do to non-Jews. (Ref Surah Ale-Imran, verse 75).
Employing the same term which they themselves had used, the
Qur'an tells them that their destiny was linked with the “ummi”
Prophet (sAA1v). By obeying him they would become deserving of
Allah’s (s1vI) mercy. As for disobedience to the Prophet (SAAWY), it
would continue to arouse Allah’s (sivT) wrath which had been
aftlicted upon them for centuries. Furthermore, the term "ummi" may
signify being “unlettered”, as exemplified by the Prophet
Muhammad¢Aaary, who, too, remained “uneducated” in the
conventional sense, having not undergone formal instruction in this
worldly realm. However, it is essential to recognize that Allah (SIvT),
in His divine wisdom, bestowed upon His Messenger(SAAIY)
prodigious knowledge and guidance, which is beyond our limited
comprehension, as He (S1vT) deemed suitable.

It must also be noted that the Shariah of Prophet Muhmmad (SAAIV)
declares the pure things as lawful which the Israelites had forbidden,
and the impure things which they had legitimized as lawiul. The
Israelites had fettered their lives by undue restrictions which had
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Al-A'raf i

The verse explains that it is false to assume that the general rule
underlying Allah’s (SIVI) governance of His realm is that of wrath
which is occasionally tempered with mercy and benevolence. On the
contrary, the general rule is that of mercy and benevolence and wrath
is the exception which is aroused when man's transgression and
rebellion exceed all reasonable limits.

Verse 157
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Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered prophet, whom
they find written [i.e,, mentioned] in what they have of the Torah
and the Gospel, who enjoins upon them what is right and forbids
them what is wrong and makes lawful for them the good things and
prohibits for them the evil and relieves them of their burden and
the shackles which were upon them. So they who have believed in

him, honored him, supported him and followed the light which was
sent down with him - it is those who will be the successful.

The preceding verse concludes Allah’s (SIVI) response to Prophet
Moses' (AS) prayer. This was the appropriate moment to invite the
Israelites to follow the Message preached by the Prophet
Muhammad (sAA1Y). The upshot of what is being said here is that
people can even now attain Allah’s (S1WT) mercy exactly as they could
in the past. These conditions require that people should now follow
the Prophet Muhammad (SAAIY), since refusal to follow a Prophet (AS)
after his advent amounts to gross disobedience to Allah (siv1). Those
who do not commit themselves to follow the Prophet (SAATY) cannot
attain the essence of piety, no matter how hard they try to make a
pretence of it by observing the minor details of religious rituals
generally associated with piety.

Likewise, the Israelites had been told that paying Zakah was essential
to win Allah's (SIvI) mercy. However, payment of Zakah is
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Al-A'raf 6

Allah (s1v1). That was for the collective repentance of the entire folk.
When a people are put to the test it is an occasion of crucial
importance for it helps to distinguish the righteous from the wicked.
Like a winnow, it separates out of the mass the useful from the
useless. Hence in His wisdom Allah (SivI) subjects people to tests.
Those who successtully pass through them, owe their success to the
support and guidance they receive from Allah (S1vT). As for those who
are unsuccessful, their failure is the result of their not receiving that
support and guidance. This does not detract from the fact that men
neither arbitrarily receive or are denied Allah’s (SIvT) support and
guidance. Both extending and withholding support and guidance
tollow a rule which is based on wisdom and justice. The fact,
however, remains that man can succeed in the test to which he is put
only it Allah (SIvT) supports and guides him.

Verse 156
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And decree for us in this world [that which is] good and [also] in

the Hereafter; indeed, we have turned back to You." [Allah] said,

"My punishment - I afflict with it whom I will, but My mercy

encompasses all things." So I will decree it [especially] for those
who fear Me and give zakah and those who believe in Our verses -

The verse encapsulates a profoundly significant supplication from
Prophet Moses (AS), urging believers to direct their countenances
solely towards The Lord (S1v1) and to recommit as His (S1vI) devoted
servants and slaves. Allah (SIvI) responds to this entreaty by
expounding upon three crucial points. First and foremost, regarding
His (s1vI) punishment and retribution, it is reserved for those who,
through their transgressions, have become deserving of it and persist
in impenitence. Second, His (SIVT) mercy extends to all of creation,
constituting the very essence of existence. Nevertheless, a distinctive
mercy awaits those who exhibit exceptional piety, steadfastly observe
their prayers, engage in acts of charity, and harbor a profound fear of
Allah (s1vT), unwaveringly believing in His (SIvT) revelations.
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Al-A'raf 5

As delineated in verse 150 of the Surah, Prophet Moses (AS) received
revelation from Allah (sivT) while atop Mount Toor, conveying that
his nation had deviated from the righteous path. Upon Prophet
Moses' (AS) return from Mount Toor, a profound anger and sorrow
enveloped him as a consequence of his people's lamentable
transgressions. He reproached them sternly for their grievous sins.
Subsequently, when the severity of Prophet Moses' (AS) anger abated,
he retrieved the tablets of the Torah, once cast to the ground in
frustration.

Within the inscriptions of these Tablets is contained guidance and
mercy, a source of illumination for those who held awe and reverence
for Allah (sivr) within their minds and hearts. It is imperative to
recognize that, analogously, the Qur'an serves as a beacon of guidance
for those who harbor a profound fear of Allah (Sivi) and are
conscientiously attuned to His majesty. Only individuals characterized
by a genuine reverence for Allah (SIWT) can truly extract benefit from
the profound guidance encapsulated in the Qur'an, much like those
who, in the case of the Torah, bore a deep reverence for the Divine.

Verse 155
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And Moses chose from his people seventy men for Our
appointment. And when the earthquake seized them, he said, "My
Lord, if You had willed, You could have destroyed them before and
me [as well]. Would You destroy us for what the foolish among us
have done? This is not but Your trial by which You send astray
whom You will and guide whom You will. You are our Protector, so
forgive us and have mercy upon us; and You are the best of
forgivers.

Prophet Moses (AS) was summoned for the second time to Mount
Sinai along with seventy chiefs of the nation in order that they might
seek pardon for their calt-worship and renew their covenant with
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Al-A'raf 4

Exposition of verses 152 - 162 of Surah Al-A'raf

Verse 152
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Indeed, those who took the calf [for worship] will obtain anger
from their Lord and humiliation in the life of this world, and thus
do We recompense the inventors [of falsehood].

The adherents of calf-worship received a divine edict and
pronouncement from Prophet Moses (AS), aftirming that those who
had embraced the veneration of the calf, deeming it a deity alongside
Allah (s1vr), would imminently incur the wrath of Allah (sivr). They
were destined to endure ignominy in the transient existence of this
world, subjected to the consequences dictated by Allah’s (SIv)
timeless decree of retribution for transgressors in the Hereatfter.

Verse 153
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But those who committed misdeeds and then repented after them
and believed - indeed your Lord, thereafter, is Forgiving and
Merciful.

Regarding those who had engaged in the malevolence of polytheism
but subsequently repented and revitalized their faith and conviction,
verily, they shall find forgiveness. Allah (sIvD) is pardoning and
compassionate towards those who sincerely repent and seek
redemption for their transgressions.

Verse 154
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And when the anger subsided in Moses, he took up the tablets; and
in their inscription was guidance and mercy for those who are
fearful of their Lord.
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Al-A'raf 3

However, after realizing their grave mistake, some among the Bani
Israel sought forgiveness and mercy from Allah (sivT), acknowledging
the severity of their deviation. Upon Prophet Moses' (AS) return, he
found his people deeply engrossed in this misguided worship,
leading him to express profound anger and sorrow. He confronted his
appointed assistant and vicegerent, Prophet Haroon (AS), reproaching
him for not preventing the transgression. In his defence, Prophet
Haroon (AS) explained that the community had overwhelmed him,
and they even sought to kill him. He implored Prophet Moses (AS) not
to allow their actions to diminish his stature and pleaded his
innocence, asserting that he was not among the wrongdoers.

Strange though it may appear, the Israelites maligned the characters
of those very people whom they believed to be the Messengers of
Allah (AS) back then and they continue to do it even today. The
‘Torah’ in its current corrupted form is full of accusations they hurled
at the Prophets and Messengers (AS) including such heinous
allegations as polytheism, sorcery, fornication, deceit and treachery.
Needless to say, indulgence in any of these sins is disgracetul for even
an ordinary believer and decent human being, let alone Prophets (AS).
In the context of Israeli history, the denigration of their own prophets
can be understood as a response to periods of religious and moral
decline. During times of widespread sin and immorality among both
clergy and laity, the people sought justification for their wrongdoings.
To ease their consciences, they attributed the sins they were guilty of
to their own prophets (45), suggesting that even these revered figures
couldn't refrain from transgressions. The Qur'an, however,
unequivocally rejects this distorted narrative, asserting in multiple
instances that the heinous sin in question was committed by Samiri, a
rebel against Allah (sIvT), not Prophet Haroon (AS). Prophet Moses (AS)
sought Allah's (SIvT) forgiveness for himself and his brother, not due
to any wrongdoing, but as a manifestation of humility and
submission to Allah (s1v1). This act also served to express their disdain
for the abhorrent actions of idol-worshippers, debunking the notion
that the prophets themselves were culpable.
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Al-A'raf 2

Recap of verses 142 - 151 (inclusive) of Surah 7, Al-A'raf

Verses 142 through 151 continue with the discourse related to an
important chapter in the history of Bani Israel after their victory in the
battle against Pharoah, and the ensuing journey to the Holy Land.

Atter the Israelites' exodus from Egypt, marking the end of slavery
and the beginning of their independent nationhood, Prophet
Moses(As) received a divine summons from Allah (sivD) to Mount
Toor (Sinai) to receive the Law for Bani Israel. Initially, summoned for
thirty nights, the period extended to forty days and nights, during
which Moses (4S) devoted himself to worship, fasting, meditation, and
reflection in preparation for the revelation he was to receive. Before
departing for Mount Toor, Prophet Moses (AS) advised his elder
brother, Prophet Haroon (AS), entrusting him with the role of
vicegerent among their people. Prophet Moses (AS) urged Prophet
Haroon (AS) to maintain order, avoid troublemakers, and work
towards reform the community. Upon reaching the designated time
and place for his conversation with Allah (SIvT), Prophet Moses (AS)
expressed a deep desire to behold the divine presence. However,
Allah (sivr) declared that Prophet Moses (AS) couldn't see Him
directly. Instead, Allah (sIvT) revealed a Tajalee (divine manifestation)
upon a mountain, causing it to crumble, and Moses (AS) lost
consciousness. Upon awakening, he humbly proclaimed Allah's (Siv1)
Glory, repenting and seeking forgiveness, acknowledging his
acceptance of the truth that he couldn't see Allah (sivr). Allah (SivT)
instructed Prophet Moses (AS) to hold firmly to the guidance given to
him, particularly the Torah received during his time on Mount Toor.
The stone tablets contained details for guidance, admonitions for
doing good, and avoiding evil, offering comprehensive guidance for
success in this world and the Hereafter. The Israelites were urged to
adhere to the Law's plain meaning, accessible to ordinary people with
sound hearts and good intentions, using their common sense.

Meanwhile, during Prophet Moses' (AS) absence on Mount Sinai, the
Israelites stayed at the mountain's foot. After Prophet Moses (AS) left
for Mount Toor, the people began worshipping a golden calf cratted
by a man named 'Samiri.'! Most of the Bani Israeli became deviant.
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation
By
Dr.Istar Ahmad

Surah Al-A'raf
(The Heights)

(Recap of verses 142 - 1510f Surah,7, Al-A'raf, and exposition of
Verses152 - 162 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the
opposite gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Movreover, each verse (Verse) has been kept as a continuum in
order to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may
occur when the verses are broken up and the translation of those
verses becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message
International — USA {(www.FreeQur'an.com) and edited by
Saheeh International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and
Al Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use
of modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind.
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