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Al-A'raf 13

Verse 151
[Moses] said, "My Lord, forgive me and my brother and admit us
into Your mercy, for You are the most merciful of the merciful.”

Prophet Moses (AS) beseeched Allah’s (SIvI) forgiveness for himself
and his brother Prophet Haroon (AS), not because they had
committed any sin, but as a sign of sheer humility and submission
before Allah (sivr), and also to express his hatred regarding the
hideous actions of the idol-worshippers. It is also a lesson for us to
learn and contemplate that we must always seek Allah’s (SIvI)
forgiveness out of humility and as a sign of total submission and
surrender to the Lord (s1vT) of the Worlds.

And Allah (sw1) Knows Best!
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Al-A'raf 12

84) The implication being that even with the best of intentions,
hastening was not the appropriate choice.

Already filled with rage and grief, Prophet Moses (AS), as it appears,
addressed his assistant and the vicegerent appointed during his
absence, Prophet Haroon (AS), expressing his displeasure. Prophet
Moses (AS) said to Prophet Haroon (AS) that he had entrusted him
with the community's affairs in his absence. How come the Children
of Israel exceeded the Lord's (51vT) command and did not wait for his
return? In his anger and grief, Prophet Moses (4S) cast the stone
tablets to the ground and seized his brother, Prophet Haroon (AS),
pulling him by the hair. In response, Prophet Haroon (4S), while
addressing Prophet Moses (AS) as the son of his mother said that the
community had overpowered him and they wanted to kill him. He
(AS) was so helpless that despite his best efforts, he could not stop
them from the transgression. He (AS) pleaded with Prophet Moses (AS)
not to allow the enemies of Allah (sIvI) to use this interaction as a
means to belittle him and gloat. For surely, Prophet Haroon (AS) was
not from among the wrongdoers.

Strange though it may appear, the Israelites maligned the characters
of those very people whom they believed to be the Messengers (AS) of
Allah (sivr) back then and they continue to do it even today. The
‘Torah’ in its current corrupted form is full of accusations they hurled
at the Prophets (AS) and Messengers (AS) including such heinous
allegations as polytheism, sorcery, fornication, deceit, and treachery.
Needless to say, indulgence in any of these sins is disgracetul for even
an ordinary believer and decent human being, let alone Prophets (AS).
In the light of the history of Israeli morals, however, it is quite
understandable why they maligned their Prophets (AS). In times of
religious and moral degeneration when both the clergy and laity were
steeped in sin and immorality, they tried to seek justification for their
misdeeds. To sedate their consciences, they ascribed the very sins of
which they were guilty to their Prophets (AS) and then their own
inability to refrain from sins because not even the Prophets (45) could
refrain. The Qur'an, however, flatly refutes their twisted account in
many places and points out that it was Samiri the rebel of Allah (S1v1)
rather than Prophet Haroon (AS) who committed that heinous sin. (Ref:
Surah TaHa 20: 85 and 90)
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Al-A'raf 11

Verse 149
ol on R L3 s A L T OIS 38 230508 T Bl 5

And when regret overcame them and they saw that they had gone
astray, they said, "If our Lord does not have mercy upon us and
forgive us, we will surely be among the losers.”

Those of them who had a profound realization of the magnitude of
their error and grasped that they had deviated from the right path,
repented to their Lord (SIvD), seeking His mercy and forgiveness. It
clearly dawned on them that without the mercy and forgiveness of
Allah (sivT) they would surely be counted among the ultimate losers.

Versel50

I A TRE T G e AL I8 6T L i ) 12 725 65
\p” ;1..n,= ,w\;ﬁi@lﬁféﬁiab*‘sx,!l‘”'as\wtmﬁs;?-w
S AT L R RS T

And when Moses returned to his people, angry and grieved, he
said, "How wretched is that by which you have replaced me after
[my departure]. Were you impatient over the matter of your Lord?"
And he threw down the tablets and seized his brother by [the hair
of] his head, pulling him toward him. [Haroon] said, "O son of my
mother, indeed the people oppressed me and were about to kill me,
so let not the enemies rejoice over me and do not place me among
the wrongdoing people.”

When Prophet Moses (AS) returned to his people from Mount Toor, he
was in a state of profound anger and sorrow, due to their wretched
transgression. Prophet Moses (AS) had been informed by Allah (siv1)
that his nation had gone astray, while he was on Mount Toor. This
has been alluded to in Surah Ta Ha that, when Prophet Moses (AS)
arrived ahead of the appointed time due to his overwhelming love for
Allah (s1vT), he was asked why he had left his nation earlier than the
appointed time. Prophet Moses (A5) replied, “They are close upon my
tracks, and I hastened to You, my Lord, that You be pleased.”Allah
responded ‘But indeed, We have tried your people after you
[departed], and the Samiri has led them astray.” (Ref: Surai: Ta Ha, 20: 83-
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success in the Hereafter rather than merely in this world. Irman Bil
Akhiral (faith in the Hereafter), is pivotal in directing a person
towards the true belief in Allah (siv) and His Prophets (AS), as it
creates that sense of accountability and answerability to Allah (sivI)
on the Day of Judgement. It makes a person think twice before every
utterance and action. If these conditions are not fulfilled, a person's
acts will be of no consequence. He who performs an act in defiance of
Allah’s (s1vT) guidance, is guilty of rebellion and is undeserving of
Allah’s (sivT) reward. He who acts only to obtain worldly success is
neither entitled to nor should expect any reward from Allah (SvT) in
the Hereafter.

Verse 148
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And the people of Moses made, after [his departure], from their

ornaments a calf - an image having a lowing sound. Did they not

see that it could neither speak to them nor guide them to a way?
They took it [for worship], and they were wrongdoers.

Here reference is made to the forty days which Prophet Moses (AS)
spent on Mount Sinai in compliance with Allah’s (SIWT) command
when his people remained in the plain at the foot of a mountain. The
Children of Israel, after Prophet Moses (AS) had left for Mount Toor,
started worshipping a cow (calf), which was cast out of some golden
ornaments by a person called ‘Samiri’.(Ref: Swrat Ta Ha, 20: 85) The
verse implies that the calf was only a liteless body with the mooing
sound of a cow. Their cow-worship was another manifestation of the
Israelites' slavish attachment to Egyptian traditions at the time of the
Exodus. It is well-known that cow-worship was widespread in Egypt
and it was during their stay there that the Israelites developed this
strange infatuation. The Qur'an also refers to their inclination to cow-
worship: 'Their hearts were overflowing with love for the calf because
of their unbeliet' (Ref: Surali Al-Bagarah, 2: 93). The verse also states that a
true deity should recognize the right and wrong, be able to provide
clear instructions and be able to guide the worshippers to salvation.
Those who took the false deity besides Allah (SIvI) were the
transgressors.
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It is Allah's (sivr) law that evil-doers do not and cannot take any
lesson from the otherwise instructive events that they observe. The
arrogance mentioned here refers to man's delusion that he is on a
higher plane than Allah's (SIVT) creatures and servants. It is this which
prompts him to disregard Allah's (S1vT) command and to adopt an
attitude which suggests that he neither considers himself Allah’s (STvT)
servant, nor Allah (siv1) his Lord (S1vT). Such delusion may also take
the form of outright disbelief in Allah (s1vT), despite clear signs to the
contrary. Such egotism has no basis in fact; it is sheer vanity. For as
long as man lives on Allah’s (S1vT) earth, what can justity his living as
a servant of anyone other than the Lord (S1vT) of the universe? It is for
this reason that the Qur'an declares this arrogance to be 'without any
right'. That is because even if they see all the signs, their demands of
miracles are granted, but still they do not believe in Allah (siv1) and
His Prophets (AS). Even when the path to success and righteousness is
shown to them clearly and they see it, they do not follow it, because
they have no intention of doing so. The importance of intention is
elucidated by the famous hadith, which has been placed at the
beginning of the collections of most Muhadiseen (scholars and writers
of the books of Hadith), as narrated by Umar bin Khattab (R4), “I
heard the Messenger of Allah (SAATY) say: "Actions are (judged) by
intentions (1iyyal), so each man will have what he intended.” [Ref Al
Bukhari & Muslim] The Qur’an itself states in verse 26 of Surah Al-
Baqgarah that those who are transgressors and arrogant get
misguidance from the Qur'an and that happens because their
intentions are not pure,

Verse 147
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Those who denied Our signs and the meeting of the Hereafter, their

deeds have become worthless. Are they recompensed except for
what they used to do?

That the acts of such persons are vain and fruitless is evident from the
fact that the acceptance of man's acts by Allah (SIvT) is subject to two
conditions. First, one's acts should conform to the Law laid down by
Allah (s1v1). Second, man should be prompted by the desire to achieve
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Verse 145
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And We wrote for him on the tablets [something] of all things -
instruction, and explanation for all things, [saying], "Take them
with determination and order your people to take the best of it. I
will show you the home of the defiantly disobedient."

The stone tablets bestowed on Prophet Moses (AS) contained details
of all things necessary for guidance. They contained admonition and
exhortation for doing good and avoiding evil, details of everything
essential for the guidance of man in this world for success in the
Hereafter. The Israelites were asked to hold fast to the Law and to
follow it in its plain meaning, a meaning which can be grasped by an
ordinary man of sound heart and good intent with the help of his
common sense. This stipulation was added to discourage the
chicanery and hair-splitting to which ‘lawyers’ resort to
accommodate the crooked aims of the people. The warning was
necessary to emphasize that holding fast to the Law was not to be
equated with tollowing the chicanery of the ‘lawyers’.The Israelites
were also told that on their way they would come across the ruins of
earlier nations who had refused to turn to Allah (sivT) and who had
persisted in their evil ways. Observing those ruins would be
instructive in so far as they eloquently spoke of the tragic end that
meets those who indulge in such iniquity.

Verse 146
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I will turn away from My signs those who are arrogant upon the
earth without right; and if they should see every sign, they will not
believe in it. And if they see the way of consciousness, they will not
adopt it as a way; but if they see the way of error, they will adopt it

as a way. That is because they have denied Our signs and they were
heedless of them.
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repenting and seeking His forgiveness. Prophet Moses (AS) declared
that he was the first to believe in Allah's (sivT) declaration that he
could not see Him, and he wholeheartedly embraced this truth.

Verse 144
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[Allah] said, "O Moses, I have chosen you over the people with My

messages and My words [to you]. So take what I have given you
and be among the grateful.”

Allah (siv1) said to Prophet Moses (AS) that He (s1vT) had elevated
him above all of mankind and chosen him through His messages
and the conversation with his Lord (sivI). It's essential to note that
this personal discourse with Allah (SIvT) on earth was exclusive to
Prophet Moses (A5). However, in the grand scheme of things the
Prophet Muhammad (SAATY) holds complete superiority over all other
Prophets and Messengers (AS), although certain attributes or aspects
may have been granted to other messengers. For instance, the most
prominent and conspicuous of visible miracles were bestowed upon
Prophet Jesus (AS), as mentioned in Surah Al-Maida. In the same
way, as mentioned in Surah An-Nisa, Allah (SIvT) engaged in a direct
conversation with Prophet Moses (AS), not mere inspiration. Allah
(sw1) instructed Prophet Moses (AS) to hold firmly to the guidance
granted to him and to be among the grateful. In this case, the
reference is to the divine bestowal of the Torah, which Prophet
Moses (AS) received during his appeintment with his Lord (SIvT) on
Mount Toor.

Another important point to be noted is that although the Prophets (AS)
and Messengers (AS) of Allah (SIWT) are innocent from the time of their
birth. Yet, to receive the Word of Allah (siv1), they had to undergo
very strict, spiritual exercises to withstand the weight of the
revelation of the Word of Allah (s1vT). That forty-day spiritual exercise
was necessary for Prophet Moses (AS) to be able to receive Torah from
Allah (s1vT), We know that Prophet Muhammad (SAATY) used to go to
the Cave of Hira to meditate there for days and nights, before the first
revelation of the Qur’an was bestowed on him (SAAIV).
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Prophet Haroon (As) was placed under the direction of the Prophet
Moses (AS) and was required to assist him in connection with his
mission. As explained elsewhere in the Qur'an, Haroon (45) was not
assigned independent prophethood; he (AS) was rather appointed a
Prophet by Allah (SIvT) in response to Moses'(AS) prayer that he be
appointed as his assistant. (Ref: Surah Ta Ha 20: 29-31)

Verse 143
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And when Moses arrived at Our appointed time and his Lord spoke
to him, he said, "My Lord, show me [Yourself] that I may look at
You." [Allah] said, "You will not see Me, but look at the mountain;
if it should remain in place, then you will see Me." But when his
Lord appeared to the mountain, He rendered it level, and Moses fell
unconscious. And when he awoke, he said, "Exalted are You! I have
repented to You, and I am the first of the believers."

Moreover, Prophet Moses (AS) emphasized to Prophet Haroon (AS) the
need for reform among his people. An intriguing incident took place
when Moses (AS) arrived at the appointed time (and place), as
designated by the divine decree, to have a conversation with his Lord
(swT). At this juncture, a deep desire welled up within Prophet
Moses’s (AS) heart, and he made a humble request to his Lord (SIvT) to
reveal Himself to him, so that he may behold Him. However, Allah
(sw1) responded by declaring that Prophet Moses (45) would not be
able to see Him. Allah (sivr) told Prophet Moses (45) to fix his gaze
upon that mountain and He (s1vT) shall cast one of His Tajallees (divine
manifestations) upon it, and if the mountain can withstand it, then
Moses (AS) may have hope of seeing Him (S1vT). Then, in a moment of
divine radiance, Allah's (SIvT) Tajallee shone upon the mountain. The
mountain crumbled to dust not being able to withstand the Tajallee,
and Moses (AS) lost consciousness. When he(as) regained his senses,
he humbly proclaimed the Glory of Allah (sivr), his Lord (sivD),
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Exposition of verses 142 - 151 of Surah Al-A'raf
Verse 142
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And We made an appointment with Moses for thirty nights and
perfected them by [the addition of] ten; so the term of his Lord was
completed as forty nights. And Moses said to his brother Haroon,
"Take my place among my people, do right [by them], and do not
follow the way of the corrupters.”

After the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt which marked, on the
one hand, the end of the constraints of slavery and on the other, the
beginning of their life as an independent nation, Prophet Moses (AS)
was summoned by Allah (s1vT) to Mount Toor (Sinai) so that he might
receive the Law for Bani Israel. He (AS) was initially summoned for a
period of thirty nights, with ten nights added to make it forty days
and nights, so that he might single-mindedly devote himself to
worshipping, tasting, meditation, and reflection and thus develop the
ability to receive the revelation which was to put a very heavy burden
upon him.

From this narrative, we can draw parallels to the concept of 'Chillah’
(forty days and nights), a practice observed by mystics and followers
of the Tablighi Jamaat. It involves a forty-day period of devotion,
during which one disconnects from their family and business,
tocusing solely on Salah, Dhikr, and the dissemination of Allah's (S1v1)
message. While the specifics may vary among different groups, the
underlying methodology is fundamentally sound. Leaving one's
immediate surroundings to immerse in a pious environment can lead
to the best performance of acts of faith and devotion. This experience
can be transformative, redirecting one's life's course.

Prophet Moses (45) advised his elder brother, Prophet Haroon (AS),
before his departure to Mount Toor. He entrusted Haroon (AS) with
the role of vicegerent among their people, urging him to maintain
order and refrain from following the paths of troublemakers and
transgressors. This counsel exemplifies the importance of leadership
and the rejection of mischievous influences.
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Verses 138 through 141 detail the journey (exodus) of the Bani Israel
led by the Prophets Moses (AS) and Haroon (AS) towards the Holy
Land of Palestine. Emerging from their long period of subjugation in
Egypt, the Bani Israel found themselves influenced by the culture
and practices of the Egyptians, including idol worship. This
inclination to indulge in idolatry demonstrated the extent to which
the Israelites had been affected by their prolonged servitude. The
Qur’anic term "ya’kufun" is used in the context of meditation before
idols, which the Israelites asked to be provided. Those who take
deities besides Allah (sivT) are destined for destruction, and their
polytheistic beliefs lack a foundation in truth. Prophet Moses (AS)
reproached the Children of Israel for their inclination toward
transgression, emphasizing that he (4S) could never endorse the
worship of any deity other than Allah (sivr). This was a blatant
deviation from the righteous path.

Moses (AS) had been chosen by Allah (SIvT) as a Prophet to guide the
Bani Israel toward the truth, elevating them as Allah's (SivT)
vicegerents and granting them a position of honour among the
nations. Moses (AS) reminded his people of how Allah (sivr) had
saved them from the oppression of Pharaoh, who subjected them to
severe punishment by killing their male offspring while sparing the
female ones. This was a deliberate attempt to subjugate them and
keep them in perpetual servitude to satisty their malevolent desires.
It was indeed a significant trial from Allah (SvT). In summary, the
journey of the Bani Israel, led by Moses (45) and Haroon (AS),
towards the Holy Land of Palestine was marked by significant
events, including their encounter with idol-worshipping nations,
their inclination towards idolatry due to their Egyptian influences,
and Prophet Moses' (AS) firm reprimand of this deviation. Verses 138
— 141 underscore the importance of monotheism and serve as a
reminder of the catastrophic consequences of polytheism and
transgression. Prophet Moses (AS) emphasized their role as Allah's
(SWT) vicegerents and recounted the divine intervention that had
saved them from the clutches of Pharaoh's oppression.
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failing to fulfill this promise led to the tragedy of 1971 when
Pakistan was split into two. This was a punishment from Allah (s1vT)
for breaking their promise. Pharaoh's people experienced a severe
drought and famine, which were the signs from Allah (SIvT) to lead
them back to the right path. Despite these signs, they remained
stubborn and arrogant, attributing their troubles to Moses (4S) and
his followers. The verses emphasize that both blessings and
calamities are from Allah (SIVI) and serve as reminders. Divine
aftlictions often aim to awaken people from their misguided ways.
Pharaoh's courtiers and his nation persistently labeled Moses'(AS)
miracles as sorcery, even though they knew the signs were granted
by Allah (siv). They were divinely punished with a decline in
agricultural output, drought, and further afflictions, including
tloods, locusts, lice, frogs, and blood. These were clear signs from
Allah (s1v1), calling the disbelievers to submit and heed to Moses'
(AS) message. Whenever struck by plagues, Pharaoh's people would
beg Moses (AS) to intercede with Allah (S1vT) for relief, promising to
release the Israelites. However, after the affliction was removed,
they broke their covenant and returned to their old ways. This
pattern was repeated multiple times. Allah (SIvT) gave them chances
to seek redemption, but they continued to transgress, ultimately
tacing complete retribution.

Moses (AS) eventually led the Israelites out of Egypt, and Pharaoh's
torces pursued them into the sea. Pharach and his entire army were
drowned, while Allah (s1vT) saved Moses (AS) and his people. Those
who rejected Allah (SIvI) and Moses (4S), due to their iniquity,
arrogance, and disbelief, met a tragic end. After enduring
oppression in Egypt for many years, the Israelites finally witnessed
the fulfillment of Allah's (SIvI) promise. They later became the
inheritors of Palestine, with their eventual entry into the Holy Land.
In summary, verses 127 through 137 detail Prophet Moses' (AS)
struggle against Pharaoh and his people, emphasizing the
consequences of arrogance, oppression, and disbelief. The verses
also highlight the ultimate triumph of faith and patience, as well as
the fulfillment of divine promises.
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Recap of verses 127 - 141 (inclusive) of Surah 7, Al-A'raf

Verses 127 through 137 continue with the discourse related to an
important chapter in the history of Bani Israel and the enormous
battle of Prophet Moses (AS), along with his brother Haroon (AS) and
the believers against Pharoah. Verses 127 through 137 detail the
struggle that unfolded in Egypt between Pharoah, his advisers, the
magicians, and sorcerers summoned by Pharaoh and Moses (AsS) and
his followers. Moses (AS), the Messenger of Allah (s1v1), confronted
Pharaoh and his people with the truth, challenging their beliefs and
practices. The narrative begins with the background of Moses (AS),
who was saved from certain death as an infant when his mother
placed him in a box in the Nile River. He (AS) was discovered by
Pharaoh's wife, who later became a believer, and raised him as an
adopted son in the palace. Two phases of persecution were inflicted
upon the Israelites in Egypt. The first occurred before Moses' (AS)
birth when Pharaoh ordered the killing of Israelite male infants. The
second phase began after Moses (AS) received Prophethood. This
persecution aimed to erase the identity of the Israelites and forcibly
assimilate them. Moses (AS) reassured his people, urging them to
have patience and trust in Allah (sivr). He (AS) emphasized that the
earth and its dominion belonged to Allah (s1v1) alone, and He (S1vT)
would grant authority to whomever He (SivT) willed. Pharaoh and
his people were allowed a reprieve but only as long as Allah (s1vT)
decreed. Victory would ultimately belong to those with true faith
and Tagqwa, and they would also succeed in the Hereafter. The
Israelites recounted the ongoing persecution they endured, both
betfore and after Moses' (AS )arrival. The torment included the killing
of male offspring and other hardships. Moses (AS) advised his people
to maintain their faith in Allah (SIvI), promising that Allah (SivT)
would destroy their enemies as He (SivT) wills, and make Israelites
His (s1vT) vicegerents on earth.

This narrative draws a parallel to the history of the Indian
subcontinent, particularly Pakistan's creation. Muslims prayed for
deliverance from colonial British rule and the Hindu majority. They
pledged to establish Islam in their independent nation. However,
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation
By
Dr.Istar Ahmad

SurahAl-A'raf
(The Heights)

(Recap of verses 127 - 141of Surah,7, Al-A'raf, and exposition of
Verses142 - 151 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the
opposite gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each verse (Verse) has been kept as a continuum in
order to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may
occur when the verses are broken up and the translation of those
verses becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur'an done by the Message
International — USA (www.FreeQur'an.com) and edited by
Saheeh International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and
Al Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use
of modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind.
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