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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-A'raf
(The Heights)
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"And We have certainly created you, [O mankind], and given you
[human] form. Then We said to the angels, "Prostrate to Adam"; so

they prostrated, except for Iblees. He was not of those who
prostrated.”

Verse 11

This verse elucidates the creation of Prophet Adam (4s). Allah (SWT)
uses the plural form in this case, because Adam (AS) is the father of all
mankind as He (SWT) created the whole human race from this single
being. Then Allah (SWT) commanded the angels to prostrate before
Adam (As) and they all obeyed their Lord (SWT) except Iblees (who was
in fact a Jinn) who rejected the command of Allah (SWT) and did not
prostrate to Adam (AS).

These verses should be read in conjunction with verses 30 through 39
of Surah 2, al-Baqarah for understanding the complete picture. The
words in which the command to prostrate before Adam (AS) is
mentioned may give rise to the misapprehension that it was Adam (4S)
as such who is the object of prostration. This misapprehension should
be removed by what has been said here. The text makes it very clear
that prostration before Adam (AS) was in his (AS) capacity, as the
representative of all mankind and not in his (AS) personal capacity.
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2 Message of the Qur’an

The successive stages of man's creation mentioned in this verse, means
that Allah (SWT) planned the creation of man, made ready the necessary
materials for it, and then gave those materials a human form. Then,
when man had assumed the status of a living being, Allah (SWT)
commanded all angels to prostrate before him (AS).

It is quite difficult for one to appreciate fully the details of the origin of
man's creation. We cannot fully grasp how man was created out of the
elements drawn from the earth; how he was given a form and a well-
proportioned one at that time and how Allah's (swr) ”Spirit” was
breathed into him. It is quite obvious, though, that the Qur'anic version
of man's creation is sharply at odds with the theory, of creation
propounded by Darwin and his followers in our time. Darwinism
explains man's creation in terms of his evolution from a variety of non-
human and sub-human stages culminating in homo sapiens. It draws
no clear demarcation line that would mark the end of the non-human
stage of evolution and the beginning of the species called 'man'.
Opposed to this is the Qur'anic version of man's creation where man
starts his career from the very beginning as an independent and
complete species, having in his entire history no essential relationship
at all with any non-human species. Also, man is conceived as having
been invested by Allah (SwT) with full consciousness and
enlightenment from the very start of his life.

Therefore, “man” is rather seen as Allah's (SWT) Vicegerent on earth.
What distinguishes the man from other animals, according to this
doctrine, is not his capacity to speak or his gregariousness but the
moral responsibility and trust with which he has been invested with.
Thus, one's whole perspective with regard to man and everything
relating to him is changed. Rather than looking downwards to the
species lower than the human, the man will turn his gaze upwards.

Verse 12
ol o 85 5 s S 203 R 105 50 S5 SL 6.

"[Allah] said, "What prevented you from prostrating when I
commanded you?" [Satan] said, "I am better than him. You created
me from fire and created him from clay [i.e., earth]."
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This verse elucidates the reason for the rebellion of Iblees (a Jinn)
against Allah (SWT) and, by extension, against all humans. The Jinn
are created from fire whereas Allah (SWT) created the body of humans
from clay. The Jinn are similar to humans in the manner that both are
required to worship Allah (SWT) and follow Islam and both are given
the free-will to exercise, therefore, like humans they may either be
obedient or disobedient to their Creator (swWT). Thus, when Allah (SwWT)
commanded Iblees (a Jinn) to prostrate before Adam (45), he became
arrogant and jealous from the superiority given to the humans as he
only saw the lower side of the man (clay) and failed to see the higher
side (soul), therefore, he refused to obey and rejected Allah’s (SWT)
command.

Verse 13
s L Sy 2937, CEL 217 9 2772 p 2k AL
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"[Allah] said, "Descend from it [i.e., Paradise], for it is not for you to
be arrogant therein. So get out; indeed, you are of the debased."

This verse explicates that the rebellious nature and arrogance of Iblees
(Satan) earned him nothing but the wrath of Allah (SWT) and was
thrown out of the Paradise.

It must be noted that implicit in the Qur'anic expression “sagharin” is
the idea of misguided gratification with one's disgrace and indignity,
for “saghir” is he who invites disgrace and indignity, upon himself.
Now, Satan was a victim of vanity and pride, and for that very reason
he defied Allah's (SWT) command to prostrate before Adam (AS). Satan
was therefore, guilty of self-inflicted degradation. False pride, baseless
notions of glory, ill-founded illusions of greatness failed to confer any
real eminence upon him. These only brought upon him disgrace and
indignity. Satan could blame none but himself for this sordid end.

Verse 14 N
ol sn N ETIE

"[Satan] said, "Reprieve me until the Day they are resurrected."
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Iblees (Satan) implored Allah (SWT) to grant him life till the Last Day so
that he can prove that these humans whom Allah (sWT) has chosen
above him and all other creations, are disobedient to Allah (swt).

Verses 15 - o
B GBI LG

"[Allah] said, "Indeed, you are of those reprieved."

Allah (swt) gave him (Iblees) respite till the Day of Judgment. Thus, he
became a staunch enemy to Adam (45) and his progeny and is always
planning to mislead them from the right path. This is the basis of the
struggle between good and evil, truth and falsehood, with Iblees and
his followers on one side and the Allah’s (SWT) servants on the other.

Verses 16
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"[Satan] said, "Because You have put me in error, I will surely sit in
wait for them [i.e.,, mankind] on Your straight path."

This verse alludes to the sheer misguided character of Iblees (Satan),
stemming from his arrogance, vanity and jealousy. Instead of
recognizing that it was he who was in error, Iblees was adamant that
Allah (swT) had misguided him! Not only that, but the eternally
accursed Satan falsely insisted that as Allah (SWT) had “misguided” him
and expelled him from the Paradise and His (SWT) Mercy, hence he
would leave no stone unturned to misguide Allah’s (SWT) servants, i.e.,
the progeny of Adam (AS) till the appointed time (The Hour), thus
leaving for himself no chance of redemption whatsoever.

[Note: We seek the refuge of Allah (SWT) from the accursed Satan, and disassociate ourselves
from his false narrative and corrupt insinuations.]

Verses 17

2947,
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"Then I will come to them from before them and from behind them

and on their right and on their left, and You will not find most of
them grateful [to You]."
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4 Message of the Qur’an

This verse continues with the subject of the previous one and expounds
that Satan went on to blaspheme further by vowing that he would (try
to) mislead (all of) Allah’s (SWT) servants from all sides and directions
by raising doubts in them about their beliefs and causing confusion in
their religion, thus luring them to the path of evil, away from the Right
Path. Iblees added that most of humans will not show gratitude to Allah
(SWT) but will follow their desires and the evil ways that he will lure
them towards.

Thus, Iblees blasphemously challenged Allah (SWT) out of vanity,
jealousy and arrogance, as his heart and fate had been sealed by then.
What it really meant is that Satan would make use of the respite
granted to him until the Last Day, and he would do so in order to
“prove” that “man” did not deserve a position superior to his. The
respite asked for by Satan and granted to him by Allah (SWT) includes
not only the time but also the opportunity to mislead Man. The verse
makes it clear that Allah (SWT) had granted Satan the opportunity to try
to mislead Adam (AS) and his offspring. At the same time, it has also
been made quite clear that Satan was not granted the power to lead
men into error against their will. Thus, all that Satan can do is to cause
misunderstanding, to make people cherish false illusions, to make evil
and error seem attractive, and to invite people to evil ways by holding
out to them the promise of immense pleasure and material benefits. He
would have no power, however, to forcibly pull them to the Satanic
way and to prevent them from following the Right Way. Accordingly,
the Qur'an makes it quite plain elsewhere that on the Day of
Judgement, Satan would address the men who had followed him in the
following words:

'Thad no power over you except to call you; but you listened to me:
then blame me not, but blame yourselves' (Surah Ibrahim 14: Verse 22).

It is thus clear that Satan wanted to continue enjoying his vain
arrogance and that he was incensed that his weakness - arrogance and
jealousy - was seen through and brought to full light. The underlying
absurdity of the false statements and assertions made by Iblees is
patently obvious.
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6 Message of the Qur’an
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"[Allah] sald, "Depart from it [i.e., Paradise], reproached and
expelled. Whoever follows you among them - I will surely fill Hell
with you, all together."

In this verse it is reiterated that Iblees (Satan) has been commanded to
be expelled and banished from the heavens in a disgraceful manner.
Allah (swr) also declares that whoever amongst the offspring of Adam
(AS) will follow Satan and his evil ways, he will surely be thrown into
the Hellfire in the Hereafter.

Verses 19

oA S LB S Bl D AL s
"And "O Adam, dwell, you and your w1fe, in Paradise and eat from

wherever you will but do not approach this tree, lest you be among
the wrongdoers."

There is a difference of opinion among Muslim scholars as to whether
the Paradise mentioned in this verse was in the heavens or on this earth.
Most of the scholars believe that it was in the heavens and Adam (AS)
and Eve (AS) were sent down to earth afterwards. But it was not the
Paradise the believers will dwell in after resurrection, because once a
person enters that Paradise, he will live therein forever.

The verse elucidates that Allah (swr) allowed Adam (4AS) and Eve (AS)
to reside in this Paradise for a while in order to test them and show
them a glimpse of what was to come, i.e., how Iblees would be an enemy
to them and their progeny and would try to lead them astray, and what
man would get if he obeys Allah (SWT). Adam (AS) and Eve (AS) were
forbidden to go near a particular tree. There are conflicting opinions as
to which tree it was, but it does not make any difference; the actual
purpose was their test.

Verses 20
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7 Message of the Qur’an

"But Satan whispered to them to make apparent to them that which
was concealed from them of their private parts. He said, "Your Lord
did not forbid you this tree except that you become angels or become
of the immortal."
This verse indicates that Iblees plotted against Adam (AS) and Eve (4S)
and suggested to them, with treachery, by whispering into their ears.
Iblees wanted to make them disobey their Lord (SWT) and thus reveal to
them the private parts of their bodies that were hidden from them
before. Therefore, he lied to them and told them that the reason that
Allah (swr) had forbidden them to eat from that tree (mentioned in the
previous verse) was because He (SWT) did not want them to be like
angels or live in this Paradise forever. It was, of course, a blatant lie told
deceitfully by Iblees.

Verses 21 b e 8 g
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"And he swore [by Allah] to them, "Indeed, I am to you from among
the sincere advisors."

This verse further expounds the treachery of Iblees and the simplicity
and honesty of Adam (AS) and Eve (AS). Iblees, in order to put weight
behind his lie and in an effort to persuade Adam (4s) and Eve (4S) into
eating the forbidden fruit from the tree, even swore by Allah (SWT) that
he was telling them the truth and that it was in their ‘best interest’ that
they trusted him and followed him. As the next verse confirms, the
simple folk (AS) had a slip.

Verses 22
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"So he made them fall, through deception. And when they tasted of
the tree, their private parts became apparent to them, and they began
to fasten together over themselves from the leaves of Paradise. And

their Lord called to them, "Did I not forbid you from that tree and tell
you that Satan is to you a clear enemy?"
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8 Message of the Qur’an

This verse indicates clearly that the ‘error’ and ‘disobedience’ by Adam
(AS) and Eve (AS) of Allah (SWT) cannot be termed as a sin or even an
iota of any such intent, as it only arose from the treacherous deception
and confusion caused by the cursed Iblees.

When Adam (AS) and Eve (AS) ate the forbidden fruit form the tree, the
private parts of their bodies that were hidden from them prior to that
were made visible to them and thus they began to cover themselves
with the leaves from the trees of Paradise, i.e., making them as a dress.
This also alludes to the innate modesty and purity of both Adam (AS)
and Eve (AS). Thereafter, Allah (SWT) reminded them of His (SWT)
commandments and warnings to Adam (AS) and Eve (AS) about the
enmity and hatred of Iblees towards them and their offspring,.

oD G SN 38 o EETEB 65 96
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Verses 23

"They said, "Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not
forgive us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the
losers."

This verse clearly shows the difference between the behaviour of Adam
(AS) and Eve (AS), as opposed to the accursed Iblees. While Adam and
Eve were remorseful of their action and begged for Allah’s (SWT)
forgiveness and mercy for their slip, Ibless remained arrogant and full
of vanity even after committing blasphemy. When Adam (As) and Eve
(AS) committed that act of disobedience, they wanted to repent and
return to Paradise but they could not find the words to use them in
their prayers, so Allah (SWT) bestowed His (SWT) mercy and blessing on
them and taught them the words, with which they could pray and ask
for repentance. Thus Allah (sWT) pardoned them and accepted their
repentance.

The narrative sheds light on the following significant points:

(i) Modesty and bashfulness are inherent in human nature. The
primary manifestation of this instinct is seen in the sense of shame
that one feels when one is required to expose the private parts of one's
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9 Message of the Qur’an

body in the presence of others. According to the Qur'an, this
bashfulness is not artificial, nor an outcome of advancement in human
culture and civilization. Nor is it something acquired as some
misguided thinkers contend. On the contrary, modesty has been an
integral part of human nature from the very beginning.

(ii) The very first stratagem adopted by Satan in his bid to lead man
astray from the Right Path consisted of undermining man's sense of
modesty, to direct him towards lewdness and make him sexually
deviant. In other words, the sexual instincts of man were taken by Satan
as the most vulnerable aspect of human nature. Accordingly, he sought
to weaken man's natural instincts of modesty and bashfulness. This
devilish stratagem is still followed by the disciples of Satan in our time.
For them, progress is inconceivable without exposing woman to the
gaze of all and making her strip before others in one form or another.

(iii) Such is human nature that man scarcely responds to an
unambiguous invitation to evil. Those who seek to propagate evil are,
therefore, forced to present themselves as sincere well-wishers of
humanity.

(iv) Man is naturally, drawn towards lofty ideals such as the attainment
of superhuman positions and the securing of immortality. Satan
achieved his first victory in his bid to mislead man by appealing to the
latter's inherent desire to attain immortality. Satan's most effective
weapon is to promise man a more elevated position than his present
one, and then set him on a course that leads instead to his degradation.

(v) Here the Qur'an refutes the fairly popular view that Satan first
misled Eve (AS) and later used her as an instrument to mislead Adam
(AS). The Qur'anic version of the story is that Satan attempted to
mislead both Adam (AS) and Eve (AS), and in fact both fell prey to his
guile.

(vi) There is hardly any basis to assume that the forbidden tree had
certain inherent qualities which could result in the exposure of Adam
(AS) and Eve's (AS) private parts as soon as they had tasted its fruit.
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10 Message of the Qur’an

Instead of the forbidden tree possessing any extraordinary qualities, it
was rather man's disobedience to Allah (SWT) which led to his fall from
his original state. Initially, Adam (AS) and Eve's (AS) private parts had
remained hidden on account of special arrangements made by Allah
(SWT). Once they (AS) disobeyed, they were deprived of that special
Divine arrangement, and were left to themselves (AS) to cover their
nakedness if they so wished.

(vii) This was a way, of conveying to mankind for all time that
whenever one disobeys Allah (SWT), he will sooner or later be exposed;
that man will enjoy Allah's (SWT) support and protection only so long
as he remains obedient to Him (SWT). Once man transgresses the
bounds of his obedience, he will be deprived of Allah's (SWT) care and
protection and left to his own self. The only way back to be in the good
graces of Allah (SWT), then, is to sincerely repent and beseech His (SWT)
mercy.

(vii) Satan wanted to prove that man did not deserve, not even for a
moment, the superior status which had been granted to him by Allah
(SWT). However, Satan failed in the very first round of his efforts to
discredit man. Granted, man did not fully succeed in obeying Allah's
(SWT) command; rather, he fell prey to the machinations of his arch-
enemy, Satan, and deviated from the path of obedience. Nevertheless,
it is evident even in the course of this first encounter that man is a
morally superior being. This is clear from many a thing. First, whereas
Satan laid claim to superiority, man made no such claim rather a
superior status was bestowed upon him by Allah (SWT). Second, Satan
disobeyed Allah (SWT) out of sheer pride and arrogance. But far from
openly revolting against Allah (SWT) out of his own prompting, man
was disobedient under Satan's evil influence. Third, when man
disobeyed Allah (swr), he did so unwittingly, not realizing that he
was committing a sin. Man was beguiled into disobedience by Satan,
who appeared in the garb of man's well-wisher. It was Satan who
persuaded him to believe that in the fruit of the forbidden tree lay his
good, that his action would lead him to the heights of goodness, not
to the depths of evil. Fourth, when Satan was warned, rather than
confessing his mistake and repenting, he clung even more adamantly
to disobedience. But when man was told that he had slipped, he did
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11 Message of the Qur’an

not resort to continued transgression as Satan did. As soon as man
realized his mistake, he confessed his fault, returned to the course of
obedience and sought refuge in Allah's (SWT) mercy.

This story draws a clear line between the way of Satan and the way that
befits man. Satan's way is characterized by rebellion against Allah
(SWT), by arrogantly persisting in that rebellion even after having been
warned, and by trying to mislead the righteously disposed towards sin
and disobedience. As opposed to this, the way that befits man is to
resist the evil promptings of Satan and to be constantly vigilant against
Satanic machinations. But, if in spite of all these precautions, a man
does swerve from the course of obedience, he should turn, as soon as
he realizes his fault, to Allah (SWT) in penitence and remorse and make
amends.

This is the lesson that Allah (SWT) conveys to man through this
anecdote. The Qur'an seeks to impress upon the opponents of the
Prophet (SAAW) that the way which they are following is the way of
Satan. To become indifferent to Allah's (SWT) Guidance, to take satans
among men and jinn as their protectors and to persist in disobedience
despite repeated warnings, amounts to adopting a Satanic attitude. It
demonstrates that they have fallen prey to the snares of the arch-enemy
and have been totally overpowered by him. This attitude will lead to
their total undoing just as it led to Satan's undoing. Anyone who has
even an iota of understanding should heed and emulate the example
of his fore parents - Adam (4S) and Eve (AS) - who repented and made
amends after their disobedience.

This also refutes the false concept of ‘The Original Sin” amongst the
Christians. Islam does not accept the notion of 'The Original Sin’
whereby Adam’s (AS) disobedience to Allah (SWT) has been inherited by
all his (AS) descendants. In other words, it does not accept that all
human beings on earth are sinful because of their forefather’s sin.
Qur'an states that when Adam (As) and Eve (AS) slipped, they
beseeched and received Allah’s (SWT) forgiveness.

Verses 24
o W FERS SRS L2703 K5 558 L) Kb 6
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12 Message of the Qur’an

"[Allah] said, "Descend, being to one another enemies. And for you
on the earth is a place of settlement and enjoyment [i.e., provision]
for a time."

The verse clearly enunciates that Iblees and Adam (AS) became enemies
forever. Iblees prayed to Allah (SWT) to grant him life till the Last Day
so that he can prove that these humans whom Allah (SWT) has chosen
above him and all other creations, are disobedient to Allah (SWT), and
thus he became an enemy to Adam (AS) and his progeny. This is the
basis of the struggle between good and evil, truth and falsehood that
has been going on for centuries and will continue till the appointed
time, i.e., The Hour.

It must be noted that Allah's (SWT) command that Adam (4s) and Eve
(AS) 'go down' should not be misunderstood to mean that their
departure from Paradise was by way of punishment. The Qur'an has
made it clear many a time that Allah (SWT) accepted Adam (AS) and
Eve's (AS) repentance and pardoned them. Thus, the command does not
imply punishment. It rather signifies the fulfilment of the Divine
purpose for which man was created.

Verses 25
/59/” PP L AV NP R AV L IV 4
olrm 5 as (3w s O e B
"He [Allah] said, "Therein you will live, and therein you will die, and
from it you will be brought forth."

This verse continues with the subject of the previous one and elucidates
that when Adam (AS) and Eve (4S) were sent down to earth, they were
told that the earth will be a dwelling place for them for a temporary
period of time (till The Hour). They will live, die and then be buried in
their graves, from which they will be then resurrected on the Day of
Judgment. That goes for the entire human race from the first human to
the last.

And Allah (sWwT) Knows Best!
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