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of the propositus before the opening of succession, the children
of such son or daughter, if any, living at the time the succession
opens, shall per stirpes receive a share equivalent to the share
which such son or daughter, as the case may be, would have

received, if alive.
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The Muslim Family Laws Ordinance of 1961 is utterly
un-Islamic. It is against the Holy Quran and Sunnah. It has
dared to amend the Quranic Law to the extent of IRTIDAD and
its existence is a Slur, a Blot on the religion, the name of Islam
and our Islamic Country. Such a legislation or even its name
need not be protected. Let us clean this blot altogather by its
total Repeal...
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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation

By
Dr. Israr Ahmad

Surah Al-An'am
(The Cattle)

(Recap of verses 91 — 110 of Surah Al-An'am and fresh exposition of
verses 111 - 129 of the same Surah, inclusive)

Translator’s note:

For the sake of continuity and coherent explanation, most of the
general discourse has been made by employing the ‘male’ as a
prototype, which is in no way meant to be diminutive of the opposite
gender or to disrespect the status of women.

Moreover, each verse (Ayah) has been kept as a continuum in order
to prevent the misrepresentation of meanings, which may occur
when the verses are broken up and the translation of those verses
becomes kaput when done in bits and pieces.

Cross-references taken from other parts of the Qur’an and the
Hadith of the Messenger of Allah (SAAW) are provided in italics.

The Translation of the Holy Qur’an done by the Message
International — USA (www.FreeQuran.com) and edited by Saheeh
International — UK, Dar Al Mountada — Saudi Arabia and Al
Qummah — Egypt has been used in order to synchronize the use of
modern English Language, which we believe will give a more
accomplished sense of understanding to Today’s mind.
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2 Message ofe Quran

Recap ofverses 91— 110 (inclusive) of Surah 6, Al-An’am

The first section of these verses of Surah al-An’am (verses 91 and 92)
starts by rebuking those Jews who denied the revelation sent by
Allah (SWT) unto Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) and made absurd
remarks about the Qur’an and the Holy Prophet (SAAW). The Jews
were bent upon denying the Prophethood of Muhammad (SAAW),
and this fanaticism had come to dominate them so much that they
went so far as to deny the very institution of Prophethood.
Furthermore, the verse states that people have not formed any proper
estimate of Allah (SWT) which means that they have erred grossly in
assessing His (SWT) Wisdom and Power. Allah (SWT) commands His
Prophet (SAAW) to declare to the Jews that if what you say is true that
Allah (SWT) did not reveal any Book to any human being, then who
revealed the Torah to Prophet Moses (AS), which you believe in as a
true guidance for people and which you copied in different sheets in
order to disclose or conceal divine decrees according to your own
desires. Allah (SWT) then commands His Messenger (SAAW) to give
them the answer to their question as to who sent this Qur’an and the
previous Scriptures, and say that it is Allah (SWT) who sent all divine
revelations. The Holy Prophet (SAAW) is then told to let them wander
in their ignorance and misguidance until the Day when their scores
will be settled (The Day of Judgement). The next verse in this section
(verse 92) affirms that Allah (SWT)revealed this blessed Qur’an unto
His (SWT) Prophet, Muhammad (SAAW), as He (SWT) sent
Scriptures to Prophets (AS) before him (SAAW), and this Qur’an
confirms what was revealed in them. This Qur’an has been termed
as a Mubaarak(blessed) book for all of mankind. In this verse, the
Holy city of Makkah has been called Umm Al-Qura, which means
the root or foundation of all towns. The verse makes reference to
the fact that Allah (SWT) sent the Holy Qur’an to warn the people
of Makkah particularly, and then to the whole world generally. The
verse also alludes to the fact that those who believe in Allah (SWT)
and the Last Day, and also believe in this glorious Qur’an are on
the right path. This is an admonition particularly to the Jews and
the idolaters, that they will only be guided further in their faith if
they believe in this Book (The Quran). The point argued in the
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Al-An'am 3

previous verse was that Allah’s (SWT) Word can be, and in the past
has been, revealed to human beings. The next point is that the
message of Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) is indeed the revealed
Word of Allah (SWT). In order to establish this, four things are
adduced as evidence: First, this Book is overflowing with Allah’s
(SWT) grace and beneficence. Second, this Book does not propound
any guidance which is essentially divergent from that previously
revealed; rather it confirms and supports it. Third, the purpose of
the revelation of this Book is the same as that of the revelation of
Scriptures in the past, viz., to shake people out of their
heedlessness and warn them of the evil consequences of their
corruption. Fourth, the call of this Book does not attract those who
merely worshipped worldly advantages and are slaves of their
animal desires. On the contrary, it attracted those whose vision
goes beyond the narrow limits of worldly life. Moreover, the
revolution brought in the lives of people under the influence of this
Book has rendered them conspicuously distinct from others in
respect of piety and godliness. A Book with such characteristics
and with such a wholesome impact on human beings can only be
from Allah (SWT).

The next section of the Surah (verses 93 and 94) starts by declaring
that the most unjust person in the sight of Allah (SWT)is the one who
lies about Him (SWT) and falsely claims that he has received
revelation from Him (SWT) i.e. he has been sent as a prophet and
claims that he can reveal something similar to what Allah (SWT) has
revealed. These verses describe the condition of such unjust people at
the time of death and on the Day of Resurrection. At the time when
death approaches any of them he suffers from the afflictions and
agonies of death. The angels will beat him and grab his soul out of his
body. They will convey him the news of severe torment and
punishment that he will suffer because of the lies he used to utter
against Allah (SWT) and the refusal to follow His (SWT) Messengers
(AS). The verses further elucidate that every single soul will be
resurrected on the Day of Resurrection as he was created in the first
place i.e. without the wealth and money that he used to collect in his
limited life in the world, for then, the only thing that will matter for
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4 Message ofe Quran

the son of Adam (AS) will be the good deeds that he has sent forth for
himself. Likewise, the disbelievers will not find any helper or
protector that they used to invoke and worship other than Allah
(SWT). Then it will be said to them that all your bonds and ties in
relation to the world have been cut off and all your false ideas and
assumptions about the false saviours and intercessors have failed you.

The next section of the Surah (Verses 95 through 101) describes some
of the signs through which every sensible person can recognize the
power and knowledge of Allah (SWT). The section starts by stating
that it is only Allah (SWT) who splits the seed grain and a fruit-stone
e.g. a date-stone, then brings out from it a plant that eventually
grows into a full green tree. In a nutshell, the One (SWT) who causes
the seed-grain to split open under the surface of the earth and then
makes it grow and appear on the surface as a plant is no other than
Allah (SWT). In simple words, to 'bring forth the living from the
dead' means creating living beings out of dead matter. Likewise, 'to
bring out the dead from the living' means to remove the lifeless
elements from a living organism. It is declared that all these things
are done by Allah (SWT) alone, yet the disbelievers stray from the
truth and associate partners with Him (SWT). It is then established
that Allah (SWT) has created the Day and the Night, the Light and
the Darkness, all for a particular cause. He (SWT) tears the dark layer
of the night and brings the morning out. Similarly, He (SWT) covers
the day with darkness to bring the night, a time of comfort and
peace for every living being. Moreover, Allah (SWT) has appointed
the sun and the moon in a particular measure as a blessing for His
(SWT) servants, through which they can easily calculate the years
and months according to the solar or lunar calendars. All this is
done by none other than Allah (SWT), Who (SWT) has the knowledge
of everything and He (SWT) does whatever He (SWT) Wills. Allah
(SWT)has made His (SWT) signs and revelations clear and simple for
mankind to observe and recognize the truth that it is only He (SWT)
Who (SWT) is the Creator (SWT) of the stars and the galaxies that we
see around us. Only those who observe the phenomena of the
universe in a careful and systematic manner, and do so with a
correct perspective, can truly benefit from these signs.
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Al-An'am 5

Furthermore, it is stated that Allah (SWT) has created man from a
single soul, the Prophet Adam (AS). If one were to observe carefully
the creation of the human species, its division into male and female,
the proliferation of the human race by procreation, the passing of
life through its several stages in the womb of the mother from
conception to childbirth, one would perceive innumerable signs to
help one grasp the truth mentioned above. But only those who make
proper use of their intellect can be led by means of these signs to an
understanding of the Reality. Therefore, human beings ought to
open their eyes and understand Allah’s (SWT) revelations which He
(SWT) has explained very clearly and in simple terms. The section
then alludes to the fact that Allah (SWT) sends down rain as a
blessing and provision for His (SWT) servants, with which He (SWT)
produces different kinds of vegetation, plants, trees and gardens on
the land as a means of survival for His (SWT) creatures. Likewise, it is
He (SWT) Who (SWT) makes grow different varieties of seeds and
precious fruits like grapes and dates hanging in clusters and within
reach. All these are signs for those who have sound minds, for they
are compelled to concede that the Causer (SWT)and the Creator (SWT)
of all these things is not a human being or any other "deity’, but Allah
(SWT)alone. It is Allah (SWT) who has created everything, including
the invisible beings like Jinns yet some people associate the Jinns
as partners with Him (SWT) and worship them, despite the fact that
only Allah (SWT) is worthy of worship. Because of man's
imaginativeness and superstitious disposition, he has often held
other invisible beings to be associated with Allah (SWT) in His
(SWT) governance of the universe and in making and marring
man's destiny. For example, the deity of rain, and the deity of
vegetation, the god of wealth and the god of health, and so on.
Such beliefs are found among all the polytheistic nations of the
world. Furthermore, this section of verses censures those who
falsely attribute sons and daughters to Allah (SWT), such as the
Christians did with Jesus (AS), some Jews with Ezra (AS) and the
Pagan Arabs with the Angels (AS) whom they claimed to be Allah’s
(SWT) daughters. A severe admonishment is then given to the
idolaters who falsely attribute sons and daughters to Allah (SWT) for
what they falsely attribute to Allah (SWT).
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6 Message ofe Quran

The next section of the Surah (verses 102 through 104) affirms that all
things have been created by Allah (SWT) alone, yet the disbelievers
stray from the truth and associate partners with Him (SWT). But the
reality is that there is none worthy of worship besides Him (SWT),
therefore, all human beings ought to worship Him (SWT) alone. It
concludes by proclaiming that Allah (SWT) is the Guardian over
everything and the Disposer of all affairs. It is stated unequivocally that
no eye in the whole universe can encompass His (SWT) Being (SWT) in
this life, while it is our belief that Allah (SWT)will be seen on the Day of
Resurrection by His (SWT) believing servants. On the other hand,
Allah’s (SWT) vision encompasses the whole universe, for not even the
minutest particle is hidden from Him (SWT). It is asserted that Allah
(SWT) is above all (physical) comprehension and well aware of
everything. It is also elucidated that the evidences and the sources
through which one can acquire The Truth have already been revealed
to mankind from Allah (SWT). Therefore, whoever uses these means
to find The Truth becomes blessed (as a believer) for his own good,
while those who ignore these means and elect to remain blind from
The Truth will be the losers (as disbelievers, infidels, polytheists and
hell-bound). In conclusion, it is proclaimed that the Holy Prophet
(SAAW) is not responsible for anyone’s deeds, instead he (SAAW) has
only been sent to convey Allah’s (SWT) message to mankind. This
signifies that the task of the Holy Prophet (SAAW) is to carry the
light of true guidance to others, it is then up to them to either use it
to perceive Reality for themselves or to keep their eyes closed. The
Prophet (SAAW) is not required to compel those who deliberately
keep their eyes shut, to open them, forcing them to see what they do
not wish to see.

The next section of the Surah (verses 105 through 107) commences by
elucidating that Allah (SWT) has expounded His (SWT) revelations
and presented His (SWT) signs in various ways so that the concepts
of Tawhid (Oneness of Allah SWT) and the Prophethood of
Muhammad (SAAW) are made extremely clear and simple for people
to comprehend. Yet the idolaters and disbelievers who are bent
upon denying The Truth say that this Qur’an is not from Allah
(SWT), instead they invented a falsehood by stating that Muhammad
(SAAW) had ‘learned’ this (Qur’an) from the People of the Book
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Al-An'am 7

(Jews and Christians) and others who had been given revelation
before them. The import of the statement is that the Book of Allah
(SWT) has become a touchstone, which helps mark off the true from
the false. These include the sort of people who, once they have come
to know the teachings of the Book of Allah (SWT), try in earnest to
reflect on its substance and seek to benefit from the wisdom and
admonition it contains. Thus, the fact of the matter is that Allah
(SWT) has presented His (SWT)signs in various forms and only those
who are sensible and wise are able to grasp the matter, as Allah
(SWT) Wills. Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) Prophet (SAAW) to
keep following what has been revealed to him (SAAW) and continue
to preach Allah’s (SWT) message, i.e., “There is none worthy of
worship except Allah (SWT). Furthermore, He (SWT) instructs His
(SWT) Messenger (SAAW) not to be too concerned about the idolaters
and disbelievers who deny him (SAAW). The Holy Prophet (SAAW) is
told not to grieve over the fact that the idolaters and the disbelievers
do not accept his (SAAW) call and states that had Allah (SWT)Willed,
He (SWT) would have made the whole humanity as Muslims in faith
and then they would never had associated any partners with Him
(SWT). But He (SWT) has given the freedom of choice to man to
distinguish between right and wrong and for those among humans
(and Jinng who reject that what is right, He (SWT) has decreed the
tormenting punishment of the Hellfire. In a nutshell,the Prophet
(SAAW) is only required to preach the Truth and try to call people to
embrace it. His (SAAW) responsibility ends at that for he (SAAW) is,
after all, not their warden. His (SAAW) task is to present this
guidance and spare no effort in elucidating the Truth. Anyone who
still rejects it does so on his own responsibility.

These last verses in this section of the Surah (verses 108 through 110)
elaborate that Allah (SWT) makes the evil deeds of these idolaters
seem good (fair) to them because they in their self-obsession think
that, their own ideas are right, just like He (SWT) made fair seeming to
the previous nations the idolatry and misguidance they indulged in.
Here we should bear in mind that Allah (SWT) declares those things
which take place as a result of the operation of the laws of nature to
be His (SWT) own acts, for it is He (SWT) Who (SWT) has made those
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8 Message ofe Quran

laws. Whatever outcomes occur from the operation of those laws,
therefore, result from His (SWT) command. Whenever Allah (SWT)
states that a certain act was His (SWT), the same is taken by humans as
occurring in the natural course of things. It is enunciated that on the
Day of Resurrection He (SWT) will certainly show them all their evil
deeds that they used to indulge in their earthly life. The chieftains of
Quraysh used to demand to the Holy Prophet (SAAW) that they be
shown a miracle, only then they would accept that he (SAAW) is a
Messenger (SAAW) of Allah (SWT)and that they would embrace Islam.
Allah’s (SWT) reply to them is that all signs and miracles are in the
power of Allah (SWT) alone. If He (SWT) Wills, He (SWT) can show
them the miracles, yet the fact of the matter is that the disbelievers
only ask for signs and miracles in their defiance and stubbornness
and not out of any desire for guidance, because they already know
that Muhammad (SAAW) is Allah’s (SWT) Messenger (SAAW) and
what the Holy Prophet (SAAW) has been sent with is The Truth.
Therefore, even if their requests are granted and they are shown signs
and miracles, they still will not become believers (Muslims) and will
reject those as they have been rejecting in the past. It is then declared
that the Sunnah of Allah (SWT) is that whenever someone shows a
constant hostile attitude towards His (SWT) Message or His (SWT)
Messengers (AS), even after knowing that it is The Truth, the result
is that, the heart of such a sinner is hardened and his eyes are
sealed (the rational faculties are no longer able to discern Truth
from Falsehood), so that he indulges in evil and wickedness and
there remains no hope or refuge for him. This shows that they still
suffer from the same mentality which had made them reject the call
of the Holy Prophet (SAAW) at the outset.

Expositionof verses111 - 129of Surah Al-An’am
Verse 111
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Al-An'am 9

“And even if We had sent downto them the angels [with the message]
and the dead spoke to them [of it] and We gathered together every
[created] thing in front of them, they would not believe unless
Allah should will. But most of them, [of that], are ignorant.

This verse clearly elucidates from the onset that the denial of the
disbelievers is not based on any misunderstanding or ‘ignorance’,
rather, this disease is due to their stubbornness and arrogance which
cannot be cured by showing miracles. Therefore, even if they are
shown signs like angels sent to them or the dead talking to them, they
would not believe, unless Allah (SWT)wanted otherwise.

The people under discussion are so perverse that they do not prefer to
embrace the Truth in preference to falsehood by exercising their
choice and volition rightly. The only way that is left for them to
become lovers of the Truth is, therefore, that by His (SWT)
Omnipotent Will Allah (SWT) should render them truth-loving not by
their choice and volition, but by metamorphosing their very nature.
Such a course, however, goes against the scheme which underlies
the creation of man. Hence it is futile to expect Allah (SWT) to
intervene in the matter and to force those people to believe by the
exercise of His (SWT) will.

It is to be noted that “ignorance” mentioned at the end of the
translation of this verse does not imply ‘lack of information’, rather it
denotes ‘the lack of understanding the ominous consequences of
defying The Truth’.

Verse 112
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"And thus We have made for every prophet an enemy devils from
mankind and jinn, inspiring to one another decorative speech in

delusion. But if your Lord had willed, they would nothave done it,
so leave them and that which they invent.

In this verse the Holy Prophet (SAAW) has been comforted that the
hostility and defiance of his (SAAW) enemies is nothing surprising,
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10 Message ofe Quran

for Allah (SWT), in His (SWT) infinite wisdom, also made enemies
for the previous Prophets (AS), who opposed them and rebelled
against them, therefore, he (SAAW) ought not to be distraught by
this fact.

The verse also indicates that the Prophets (AS) have enemies
amongst the Jinn as they have amongst the mankind, whispering
unto one another with seductive discourses of deception.

Then Allah (SWT) declares that if He (SWT) had willed, the devils
among mankind and the Jinn would not have any authority to plot
against His (SWT) Messengers (AS), but it is from His (SWT) decree
and perfect Wisdom that every Prophet (AS) had enemies from them.

'‘Decorative Speech' used in the verse signifies all the trickery and
manoeuvring to which the enemy resorts, all his efforts aimed at
sowing doubts about Islam and undermining people's faith in it, so
as to arouse them against both the Holy Prophet (SAAW) and his
(SAAW) message. The weapons of “delusion” being used by the
opponents of the truth seem to be beneficial and successful but it is
so apparently only. These neither harm the truth nor benefit the
opponents of the truth.

Furthermore, we should always bear in mind that, according to the
Qur'an, there is a tremendous difference between 'Allah’s (SWT)
will' and 'Allah’s (SWT) good pleasure'. The failure to differentiate
between the two often gives rise to serious misconceptions. If a
certain thing takes place in accord with the universal Will of Allah
(SWT), and thus by His (SWT) sanction, that does not necessarily
mean that Allah (SWT) is pleased with it. Nothing at all takes place
in the world unless Allah (SWT) permits it to take place, unless He
(SWT) makes it a part of His (SWT) scheme, and unless He (SWT)
makes it possible for that event to take place by creating its
necessary conditions. The act of stealing on the part of a thief, the
act of homicide on the part of a murderer, the wrong and
corruption of the wrong-doer and the corrupt, the unbelief of the
unbeliever and the polytheism of the polytheist - none of these are
possible without the Will of Allah (SWT). Likewise, the faith of the
believer and the piety of the pious are inconceivable without the
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Al-An'am 11

Will of Allah (SWT). In short, both these require the Will of Allah
(SWT). But whereas the things in the first category do not please
Him (SWT), those in the second do.

Even though the Will of Allah (SWT) is oriented to ultimate good,
the course of the realization of that good is paved with conflict
between the forces of light and darkness, of good and evil, of what
is sound and pure on the one hand and what is corrupt and defiled
on the other. With larger interests in view, Allah (SWT) has
endowed man with the disposition of obedience as well as of
disobedience. He has created in man ‘Abrahamic” and ‘Mosaic” as
well as ‘Nimrodic” and ‘Pharaonic” potentialities. Both the pure,
unadulterated human nature and the satanic urges are ingrained in
man's being and have been provided with the opportunity to work
themselves out by coming into conflict with each other. He (SWT)
has granted those species of His (SWT) creatures who enjoy a
certain degree of authority (viz. man and jinn) the freedom to
choose between good and evil. Whosoever chooses to act
righteously has been given the power to do so, and the same is the
case with him who chooses to be evil. People of both categories are
in a position to use material resources within the framework of the
broader considerations underlying Allah’s (SWT) governance of His
(SWT) universe. Allah (SWT) will be pleased, however, only with
those who are working for good. Allah (SWT) likes His (SWT)
creatures to exercise their freedom of choice properly and commit
themselves to good of their own volition.

Unlike the angels, who carry out Allah’s (SWT) commands without
resistance from any quarter, the task entrusted to men is to strive
to establish the way of life sanctioned by Allah (SWT) in the face of
opposition and hostility from evil-doers and rebels against Him
(SWT). In the framework of His universal Will, Allah (SWT) allows
even those who have chosen the path of rebellion to strive for the
realization of their goals, even as He (SWT) grants the believers
every opportunity to strive along the path of obedience and service
to Him (SWT). Despite this granting of freedom and choice to all
there is no doubt that Allah (SWT) is pleased with, and guides,
directs, supports and strengthens the believers alone because their

R ey SR SR oy



12 Message ofe Quran

overall direction is to His (SWT) liking. Nevertheless, they should
not expect that by His (SWT) supernatural intervention Allah (SWT)
will either force those who are disinclined to believe into believing
or that He (SWT) will forcibly remove the satanic forces - among
both men and jinn - who are resolved to spare neither their mental
and physical energy nor their material resources to impede the
triumph of the Truth. Those determined to strive in the cause of the
Truth, and of virtue and righteousness are told that they must
prove their earnest devotion by waging a fierce struggle against the
devotees of falsehood. For had Allah (SWT) wanted to use miracles
to obliterate falsehood and usher in the reign of the Truth, He
(SWT) would not have required human beings to accomplish the
task. He (SWT) could have simply seen to it that no evil one
remained in the world, leaving no possibility for polytheism and
unbelief to exist.

The verse ends by asking the Holy Prophet (SAAW) to observe patience
and bear with the lies that they invent, for Allah (SWT) will certainly
suffice him (SAAW) and help him (SAAW) against all enemies.

Verse 113
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"And [it is] so thehearts of those who disbelieve in the Hereafter
will incline toward it [i.e., deceptive speech] and that they will be
satisfied with it and that they will commit that which they are
committing."

In context of the previous verse, in which Allah (SWT) says that if He
(SWT) had willed, the devils would not show hostility towards His
(SWT) message and His (SWT) Messengers (AS), this verse elaborates
and qualifies that this is done in order to distinguish the righteous
believers from those who lack zeal. Another reason for this process of
polarization is so that the hearts of those who do not believe in the life
after death will be inclined towards the lies and fabrications of these
devils that they listen to and are overcome by their deceit.
Furthermore, they like and remain pleased with the evil speech of the
enemies of the Prophets (AS). Therefore, the verse commands the Holy
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Al-An'am 13

Prophet (SAAW) to let them take the devious ride and see what they
gain from it, for the end of evil must be a tormenting punishment.

Verse114
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"[Say], “Then is it other than Allah | should seek as judge while it is
He who has revealed to you the Book [i.e., the Qur’an] explained in
detail?" And those to whom We [prevusly] gave the Scripture

know that it is sent down from your Lord in truth, so never be
among the doubters:

In this verse, Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) Prophet (SAAW) to
shun the disbelievers by asking them rhetorically that should he
(SAAW) look for any other judge than Allah (SWT) even after His
(SWT) decision to reveal this miraculous Qur'an to him (SAAW),
which elucidates and decrees in clear terms the right path for all
mankind to come. The middle section of the verse refers to the Jews
and the Christians who knew from the knowledge of their Scriptures
that Prophet Muhammad (SAAW) is the Last Messenger (SAAW) of
Allah (SWT) and that the message he (SAAW) brought is the Truth,
yet they concealed the Truth from their people because of their
jealousy and arrogance. Though this verse is addressed to the
Prophet(SAAW) in terms of words but in reality the purpose is to
make others hear it, for the Prophet (SAAW) was never one of those
who were in doubt, nor could he(SAAW) be. Thus it means that with
all these clear proofs, no one should doubt in the truth of Allah’s
(SWT) message or His (SWT) Messengers (AS).

The implied speaker in the final section of this verse is the Prophet
(SAAW) and the words are addressed to the Muslims. The purpose of
the sentence is to impress upon the Muslims that Allah (SWT) has
elucidated the relevant truths, and has also proclaimed that in their
endeavour to make the Truth prevail they will have to follow the path
of striving and struggle. The devotees of the Truth should, therefore,
resort to those means which human beings normally employ for the
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successful achievement of their objectives rather than wait for any
supernatural intervention that would enable them to achieve their
mission without struggle and sacrifice. Moreover, Allah (SWT)
Himself (SWT) has decreed that human effort rather than supernatural
intervention should lead to the prevalence of the Truth, despite the
fact that He (SWT) has the absolute power to change this basic fact and
bring about the victory of the Truth without any resort to human
effort and sacrifice.

It must be noted that the Qur'an is not a mere philosophical
concoction designed to explain away the current problems. All those
versed in the Scriptures, and possessing true understanding of the
mission of the Prophets (AS), will confirm that everything in the
Qur'an is perfectly true and in fact constitutes that eternal Truth
which cannot suffer any change or modification.

Verse 115

SHATRI T ke A A W
"And the word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in justice.
None can alter His words, and He is the Hearing, the Knowing.
In this verse the Holy Qur’an has been identified as the zenith of
Truth and Justice i.e. all events, conditions, promises and warnings
mentioned in it are true and correct. Secondly, it states that none can
change Allah’s (SWT) Word, for His (SWT) Word is pristinely pure

and far beyond any such possibilities. He (SWT) hears and knows
everything that His (SWT)servants are doing,.

Verse 116
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"And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will mislead

you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and
they are not but falsifying”

This verse indicates that majority of the people living on earth are in
error. This is because at most times the misguided majority
overwhelms an individual and he ends up following it. But Allah
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(SWT)has commanded Muslims [by addressing the Prophet (SAAW)]
not to be impressed by the majority, as they are a people who have
gone astray. Thus the verse commands Muslims [by addressing the
Prophet (SAAW)] not to follow those who have gone astray, as they
will lead the believers away from the straight path, too. This verse
also points out the fact that majority is not a criterion for truth and
guidance, thus falsifying the notion of popular sovereignty as it
currently is embedded in the so called ‘modern democratic nations’.
In their terms every law can be legislated or rejected by popular
vote, even if it is the divine law. On the other hand, it is the belief of
a Muslim that sovereignty belongs only to Allah (SWT)and none has
the authority to abandon the law decreed by Allah (SWT), even if it is
by a popular vote. The verse declares that the disbelievers do not
have any knowledge; therefore, they follow only their opinions and
preach only falsehood.

One need not follow the way of life of the majority, for the majority
tend to follow their conjectures and fancies rather than sound
knowledge. Their beliefs, their ideas and concepts, their
philosophies of life, the guiding principles of their conduct, their
laws - all these are founded on conjecture. On the contrary, the way
of life which pleases Allah (SWT), was revealed by Him (SWT) and
hence is based on true knowledge rather than conjecture. Instead of
trying to discover the way of life of the majority, a seeker after truth
should, therefore, persevere in the way prescribed by Allah (SWT),
even if he finds himself to be a solitary traveller.

Verse 117

“Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who strays from His way,
and He is most knowing of the [rightly] guided:

The message of this verse is self-explanatory. Allah (SWT) is
Omniscient, Omnipresent and Omnipotent. He (SWT), therefore
knows exactly those who are unbelievers (or will become unbelievers)
and those who are true believers (or will become true believers).
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Verse 118
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"So eat of that [meat] upon which the name of Allah has been
mentioned,if you are believers in His verses [i.e., revealed law].

The Pagan Arabs used to eat dead animals and eat what was
slaughtered for the idols. They tried to put Muslims in doubt by
saying to them that why did they not eat of the animals killed by
Allah (SWT) i.e. died a natural death, while they eat of what they
killed themselves i.e. by slaughtering. But Allah (SWT) revealed this
verse and showed the Muslims the difference between carrion and
an animal slaughtered properly. Thus commanding them to eat only
that animal (provided that it is a creature that is Halal/Permitted
and not Haram/Prohibited as food) on which Allah’s (SWT) name is
invoked i.e. while slaughtering it.

When seen from a broader perspective we find that on the one hand,
many nations have imposed on themselves superfluous religious
taboos, which include a variety of dietary restrictions, while on the
other hand, they have declared lawful many of the things which
Allah (SWT) has forbidden. Some people have even gone so far as to
consider eating animals slaughtered in the name of Allah (SWT) as
unlawful, while those slaughtered with no mention of Allah’s (SWT)
name may be eaten. Allah (SWT) repudiates this and urges the
Muslims - if they really believe in Him (SWT) and obey His (SWT)
injunctions - to smash the superstitious and prejudiced notions
contrived by human beings in disregard of Allah’s (SWT) revealed
guidance, and to recognize as unlawful all that Allah (SWT) has
declared to be unlawful, and as lawful all that Allah (SWT) has
declared to be lawful.

Verse 119
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Al-An'am 17

"And why should you not eat of that upon which the name of Allah
has been mentioned while He has explained in detail to you what
He has forhidden you, excepting that to which you are compelled.
And indeed do many lead [others] astray through their [own]
inclinations without knowledge. Indeed, your Lord— He is most
knowing of the transgressors

In this verse the Muslims are told to obey the commandments of
Allah (SWT) and stick to the code revealed by Him (SWT), as He (SWT)
has manifestly told what is permitted to eat and what is forbidden.
Therefore, Muslims are required to abide by these prescribed laws
and eat only that on which Allah’s (SWT) name has been invoked and
have no doubt about anything which He (SWT)has permitted.

The exception mentioned in the verse is that in the case of extreme
helplessness, for in this case it is allowed to eat whatever is
available, with neither having desire for it nor taking more than
needed for survival.

The verse ends by referring to the disbelievers who in their ignorance
or arrogance follow their lusts and false desires such as slaughtering
animals that are prohibited as food or those that are permitted as food
without invoking the name of Allah’s (SWT) at the moment of
slaughter, thus consuming carrion. Allah (SWT) declares that He (SWT)
is fully aware of those who transgress the bounds of what has been
decreed as right.

Verse 120
T R e T A T A T A . A
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"And leave [i.e., desist from] what is apparent of sin and what is
concealed thereof. Indeed, those who earn [blame for] sin will be
punishedfor that which they used to commit.

In this verse, Allah (SWT) commands His (SWT) servants to abstain
from all kinds of sins whether committed openly or in secret.
However, even after having knowledge of Allah’s (SWT) Will, those
who persist in sins will surely be punished for their evil deeds in
the Hereafter by the torment of the Hellfire.
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Verse 121
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"And do not eat of that upon which the name of Allah has not been
mentioned, for indeed, it is grave disobedience. And indeed do the
devils inspire their allies [among men] to dispute #h you. And if
you were to obey them, indeed, you would be associators [of others
with Him] ."

This verse indicates that the meat of an animal on which Allah’s
(SWT) name is not invoked even if it is slaughtered by a Muslim or
that which has been invoked upon with a name other than that of
Allah (SWT) is not permissible to eat as it is one of the cardinal sins
and a blatant disobedience to Him (SWT). Such an animal, even if
slaughtered in an Islamic manner shall fall under the injunction of a
dead animal with the consensus of Muslim jurists. Some Muslims
jurists are of the opinion that the meat of an animal upon which the
name of Allah (SWT) was missed inadvertently, while slaughtering,
is allowed to be consumed. However, all jurist agree that if it is
missed deliberately then it is not permissible to eat.

The premise of this verse is built on the argument mentioned in
verse 118 of the Surah that the disbelievers tried to dispute with the
Muslims to create doubt in their minds when they said to them that
how come you do not eat the animal which is killed by Allah (SWT)
i.e. died a natural death, but you eat which you slaughter
yourselves? Allah (SWT)says that these disbelievers, in fact, want to
make lawful to eat that which had been made unlawful by Him
(SWT) and are using a false argument for that purpose. Therefore,
Muslims are told not to be deceived into doubt, otherwise, their
actions would be similar to those of disbelievers, who ascribe
divinity to others than Allah (SWT).

To acknowledge the Lordship of Allah (SWT) yet to follow at the
same time the orders and ways of those who have turned away from
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Him (SWT), amounts to associating others with Allah (SWT) in His
(SWT) divinity. True belief in the unity of Allah (SWT) consists in
orienting one's entire life to the obedience and service of Allah (SWT).
Those who believe that any other being besides Allah (SWT)is to be
acknowledged in principle as having an independent claim on man's
unreserved obedience should know that such acknowledgement
amounts to associating others with Allah (SWT)in His (SWT) divinity
at the level of belief. On the other hand, if they actually do obey
those who, in sheer disregard of Allah’s (SWT) guidance and
injunctions, arrogate to themselves the right to declare according to
their whims certain things to be lawful and others to be unlawful, and
to bid and forbid people as they please, this amounts to associating
others with Allah (SWT)in His (SWT) divinity at the level of action.

Verse 122
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"And is one who was dead and We gave him life and made for him
light by which to walk among the people like one who is in
darkness, never to emerge therefrom? Thus it has been made
pleasing to the disbelievers that which they were doing.

Note:
Iman (faith) covers belief in Oneness of Allah (SWT), on all the prophets
(AS) Divine revelations and the angels. (Al- Baqarah: 285-286)

In this verse Allah (SWT) gives a similitude in which a person who
believes in this Qur'an and the Prophet (SAAW) of Islam is
identified as alive, whereas those who refuse to believe in them are
referred to as dead. In other words we can say that alive is the one
who puts his faith in Allah (SWT)and His (SWT) Messenger (SAAW)
and follows the Divine revelation. On the other hand we are told
that, in terms of fulfilling the purpose of life, the person who does
not follow the Divine revelation deserves to be called dead. This
verse also states that Allah (SWT) gives light to those who are alive
(believers) and darkness to those who are dead (disbelievers). The
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20 Message ofe Quran

light mentioned here is the Qur’an and darkness is Kufr (disbelief).
Whoever Allah (SWT) gives light can see things, both far and near,
with its help and he carries this light with him wherever he moves
about among people. But the one who does not have access to this
light remains in the darkness of ignorance and deviation. He has
no idea of what lies ahead in the eternal life, nor can he
comprehend how beneficial or harmful it can be.

It must be noted that, 'death’ signifies here the state of ignorance
and lack of consciousness, whereas 'life' denotes the state of
knowledge and true cognition, the state of awareness of Reality.
He, who cannot distinguish between right and wrong, and does
not know the Straight Way for human life, may be alive on the
biological plane, but his essential humanity is not. He may be a
living animal but is certainly not a living human being. A living
human being is one who can distinguish right from wrong, good
from evil, honesty from dishonesty.

The Law of Allah (SWT) for those who willingly refuse offer of light
and intentionally discard the invitation to the right path results in as
follows:
a. As they begin cherishing darkness they proceed to enjoy
groping, stumbling and falling on crooked path.
b. They start preferring cacti for orchards, thorns for roses and
find delight in acts of evil and corruption.
c. They hope to achieve success with renewed means of
corruption to balance the previous failures.

The verse concludes by declaring that the ignorance and
misguidance of the disbelievers seems fair to them and the whims
and desires of such people present their evil deeds before their eyes
as nice and beautiful.

Verse 123
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"And thus We have placed within every city the greatest of its
criminals to conspire therein. But they conspire not except against
themselves, and they perceive [it] ndt
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The chiefs and leaders of the criminals referred to in this verse are
those who opposed and defied Allah’s (SWT)Messengers (AS). This
reference draws connection with the chiefs of the Quraysh, who in a
similar way, called others to disbelief, hindered them from the path
of Allah (SWT) and showed hostility against Prophet Muhammad
(SAAW). Allah (SWT) declares at the end of the verse that the curse of
what these criminals do against His (SWT) servants and Messenger
(SAAW) recoils back on them, thought they do not perceive it.

Verse 124
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"And when a sign comes to them, they say, "Never will we believe
until we are given like that which was given to the messengers of
Allah." Allah is most knowing d where [i.e., with whom] He places
His message Humiliation from Allah and severe punishment will
be afflicted on the guilty for what they used to conspire.

This verse alludes to one of the many demands made by the
disbelievers. The disbelievers said to the Holy Prophet (SAAW) that
they would never follow him (SAAW) unless they too started receiving
the kind of revelation that the Holy Prophet (SAAW) did.

This clearly shows that the disbelievers were unwilling to believe in
the statements’ of the Prophets (AS) that an angel (Jibreel AS) of Allah
(SWT) came to each of them and delivered the message of Allah (SWT).
They would believe, they said, only if the angel (AS) approached them
directly and ‘revealed” Allah’s (SWT) message directly to them.

The verse specifies that the station of Prophethood or Messengership
cannot be acquired through intellectual perfection, utmost striving,
devotion, family nobility or wealth, nor it is controlled by human
beings. Instead it is nothing but divine grace from Allah (SWT), which
He (SWT) bestows on whomever He (SWT) Wills as He (SWT) knows
best who is suitable for it.
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22 Message ofe Quran

The verse concludes with a stern warning for those who oppose His
(SWT) Messengers (AS) and hinder others from following them (AS).
Therefore, Allah (SWT) says that a disgraceful punishment and
humiliation awaits such criminals as a recompense of the evil schemes
and plots they used to devise against the Prophets (AS).

Verses 125
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"So whoever Allah wants to guide— He expands his breast to
[contain] Islam; and whoever He wants to misguide He makes his

breast tight and constricted as though he weclimbing into the sky.

Thus does Allah place defilement upon those who do not believe.

The verse declares that for whomever Allah (SWT) Wills, He (SWT)
makes it easy for him to follow Islam and opens his heart to Tawhid
(Oneness of Allah) and for the understanding and acceptance of the
Truth. Thus he becomes more and more uninterested in the fleeting
enjoyments and luxuries of this world while the Hereafter becomes
the real object of his desires. Allah (SWT) then declares that whoever
does not accept guidance then Allah (SWT) makes his heart narrow
i.e. to accept the truth and act in accordance with it becomes very
difficult for him, because of the heaviness of faith on him. The verse
concludes by declaring that Allah (SWT) brings disgrace and
humiliation on those who do not believe by making their hearts
closed for guidance and the acceptance of truth.

It must be noted that 'to expand someone's breast to Islam' means to
make him feel fully convinced of the Truth of Islam and to remove
all his doubts, hesitations and reluctance.

Verse 126
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"And this is the path of your Lord, [leading] straight. We have
detailed the verses for a people who remembé.

The path referred to in this verse is Islam, which is legislated by
Allah (SWT) in His (SWT) Infinite Wisdom for His (SWT) servants to
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follow. The verse declares that Allah (SWT) has elaborated the
Straight Path by revealing this Glorious Qur'an to His (SWT)
Messenger (SAAW).

Verse 127
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"For them will be the Home of Peace [i.e., Paradlse] with their
Lord. And He will be their protecting friend because of what
they used to do"

The verse elucidates that those who spend their lives righteously,
according to the edicts of Allah (SWT) and His (SWT) Messenger
(SAAW), will enjoy 'the Abode of Peace’, i.e., they will be admitted
into Paradise as a reward for their faith and good deeds. In Paradise,
they will be in absolute peace and protection of Allah (SWT) as they
will be safe from every misfortune and evil.

Verse 128
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"And [mention, O Muhammad], the Day when He will gather them
together [and say], "O company of jinn, you have [misled] many of
mankind.” And their allies among mankind will say, "Our Lord,
some of us made use of others, and we have [now] reached our term
which You appointed for us.”" He will say, "The Fire is your
residence, wherein you will abide eternally, except for what Allah
wills. Indeed, yourLord is Wise and Knowing"

This verse, while referring to the Day of Judgement, elaborates that on
that Day, Allah (SWT) will gather all the evil Jinns and their helpers
and supporters from among the mankind who used to invoke them
for help and worshipped them. Then Allah (SWT) will reprimand the
entire assembly (of evil Jinns) for misguiding humans from the
Straight Path.

Furthermore, the verse then refers to the supporters of the evil Jinns
from among the mankind. They will have nothing to say on that Day
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but to confess that they followed the instigations of the devils in their
worldly life, went astray themselves and hindered others from the
Right Path, until their appointed term came and they were
resurrected to see it in front of them which they used to deny. This
verse also tells us that there can be cooperation between the devils
and the wrongdoers amongst men. The evil doers learn different
ways of securing worldly gratification with the help of these devils
and invoke them for help and protection and in inquest to know
things from the Unseen. The devils and their supporters will be
thrown into the Hellfire, where they will remain forever, except for
whomever Allah (SWT) Wills to forgive i.e. those believers who
indulged themselves in evil deeds but did not disbelieve or commit
Shirk (suggesting a partner to Allah) will eventually leave the Hellfire
and be admitted to Paradise.

It must be noted that even though Allah (SWT)has the absolute right
to punish whoever He (SWT) wishes and to forgive whoever He (SWT)
wishes, His (SWT) punishing and forgiving will be neither arbitrary
nor whimsical. It will rather be founded on absolute knowledge and
wisdom. Allah (SWT) will forgive those whom He (SWT) knows not to
be responsible for their guilt, and thus not liable to punishment
according to His (SWT)wisdom and justice.

Verse 129
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"And thus will We make some of the wrongdoers allies of others for
what they used to earr.

The verse portrays a picture of the Day of Judgement and expounds
that the wrongdoers amongst the Jinn and mankind will be grouped
together on the Day of Resurrection and they will be united in the
Hellfire because of their mutual friendship in this world. Just as the
wrong-doers had been accomplices in sin and evil during their earthly
life, they would remain companions in the Hereafter as well and
share its punishment.

And Allah (SWT) Knows Best!
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