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The Christians, retaining the Judaic belief in a
special revelation, added to it the Roman desire for
worldwide dominion and the Greek taste for
metaphysical subtieties. The combination produced
the most fiercely persecuting religion that the world
has yet known.
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------ baptise Indian infants . dash their brains out
.. secured infants went to heavens.
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----- In the Congo, while under the personal rule .},
of King Leopold [l there were large-scale
systematic atrocities as dreadful as anything
perpetrated by the Nazis or alleged against the -
Soviet Government by its bitterest enemies; In
fifteen years this enlightened monarch, a pillar of
the Church, and an ardent self-procliaimed
philanthropist, reduced the population of this
African kingdom approximately from 20 million to 9
mittion. <"’
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The Indians were flogged until their bones

were laid bare, after which they were given no

medical treatment, whith the result that their
wounds putrefied;, Those who died were fed to the



dogs. Casement said that ninety per cent of the
natives he saw bore the scars of flogging. Some of
the worst scars he found on children of ten and
twelve. They called these scars the mark of Arana.

A common instrument of torture was the
stocks in which victims were often confined for long
periods with their legs forced so wide apart that
they suffered extreme pain. The holes of these
stocks were so small that when the beams were
closed the flesh was cut and crushed. Indians were
often flogged in the stocks and then left to die of
hunger. Eye-witnesses saw them eat maggots from
their wounds and the dirt from the ground.

Other methods of "punishment" were hanging
by the neck with the toes just touching the ground,
and then being flogged in that position. They were’
crucified upside-down, held under water until they
were nearly drowned, and mutilated in every
possible way.

Another British traveller who was in Putumayo
at the time was Colonel Percy H. Fawcett, whose
fater disappearance in the Amazon is one of the
unsolved mysteries of the century. Fawcett paid his
first visit to South America in 1906 and went to the
Putumayo district during the height of the atrocities.

His explanation of the white men's behaviour
was that they looked on the Putumayo Indians as
animals to be worked to death or slaughtered.
Slaving raids were common on Indian villages
when all adults were seized or slaughtered and the
childeren's brains were dashed out against the
treas. '

All the day he heard the sound of flogging in
the police compound. He finally fled from the place,

rr



-

sickened.

One witness said that Indians were killed for :
sport, tied to trees and used as targets. Many of -
the things done to these Indians were too obscene,
too revolting for publication. :

What sort of human beings were they who did
these things? Fawcett said that the company T
employed the most depraved and brutal managers ;
and overseers they could find the sweepings of
the slums and prisons of Europe. Casement and
Hardenburg said that Arana had recruited two
hundred Barbados natives for stave-drivers.

The House of Commons appointed a Select .,
Committee fo investigate the matter, seeing that a -
British company was involved. Among those who
gave evidence were Casement, Hardenburg and
Arana.

On the subject of the outrages upon the
indians, the Committee reported : "During the
course of their investigation the reality and the
gravity of these atrocities have been admitted,
established and confirmed.”

The only practical thing that was done in the
matter was the winding up of the Peruvian Amazon .
Company, which was done compulsorily in March,
1913. o

But alas, nothing was done for the unfortunate
Indians of Putumayo. Casement's first action on his
return to England was to supply the Govemmment
with the name of the principal criminals.... only nine
arrests were made but no one was brought to
trial ) :
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In addition to cotton goods we exported

tuberculosis and syphilis but for them there was no
charge.
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Napoleon remained Antichrist, but an
Antichrist to be imitated, not merely to be abhorred.
Nietzsche, who accepted the compromise,
remarked with ghoulish joy that the classical age of
war is coming, and that we owe this boon, not to
the French Revolution, but to Napoleon. And in this
way nationalism, Satanism, and hero-worship, the
legacy of Byron, became part of the complex soul
of Germany. "
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The failure was that of phitosophy, of free thought
as well.
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