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Islam and Pakistan

Muhammad Faheem

Timergara Dir (Lower)

The tow-nation theory and the ideology of Pakistan, in
reality mean the ideology of Islam. This unambiguous
concept has been turned into a disputed proposition with a
perceived agenda against the very existence of the country.
We were seriously required to work for the strengthening of
the ideology of the country that remains after coming into
existence of the Bangla Desh from the East Pakistan of
once-upon-a time. The ruling class irrespective of
whosoever they were did not move an inch towards that
goal with the result that the country became a venue of
ethnicity and regionalism gradually undoing the bond that
was responsible for the coherence of the nation. The
solidarity and strength of this country can only be ensured if
we work in accordance with the spirit of its genesis and

establish here the system for which we are committed
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before Allah (SWT) as had been once for all decided in the
‘Objective Resolution.” The tragedy with us is that the
secular section of the society are hell bent upon working
against the ideology and are in no way reconciled to run the
country on the principles that conform with the Islamic
teachings, for which again we are on record to have
promised at the time of our struggle for independence. To
do away with the Islamic identity of Pakistan the secular
element are trying to prove with conspiracy theories to prove
that the Quaid-e-Azam was a secular person and he wanted
to establish a secular homeland for the Muslims of the Sub
continent. This is a deliberate attempt to undermine the
honor and dignity of the founder of the nation who is on
record to have boldly spoken out several times what he was
determined to do regarding the principles of running the new
country. People who are thinking contrary to this are in
reality negating the very philosophy of the division of Hind. If
the founder of Pakistan was wishing to establish a secular
country like what Mr. Gandhi, Patel and Jawahar Lal Nehru
wanted, then what was the rai-son’d etre of sacrificing
millions of people for that cause and tearing apart the
country in two resulting of the mass migration from both the
sides. There are dozens of the Quaid’s statements on

record where he has unequivocally expressed his conviction
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of the Muslims having a system of life quite different to that
of the non-Muslims.

In August 1941some young students in Hyderabad
guestioned the Quaid-e-Azam on the difference in an
Islamic and secular government. The Quaid-Azam replied,
“In Islam there is no subservience to either a king, a
parliament, a man or an institution. It is only the Quranic
Commandments, which prescribe for us the whole code of
conduct in all the spheres of life. An Islamic government, in
other words is the rule of the Quranic principles and

commandments and for governance, after all you need a
territorial jurisdiction and authority to govern. The

organization of the Muslim league, its struggle and its
direction all are the answer to this question.” On November
21, 1945, the Quaid while addressing the Muslim League
conference in Peshawar said, “ The Muslims are demanding
Pakistan where they can live according to their code of life,

civilization and Islamic law. In contrast to this the Hindu
Congress is struggling for Akhand Bharat.” Addressing the

students of the Islamia College Peshawar on Nov. 25,1945,
he gave a narration of the evolution of the Muslim League

and thereafter elaborating on the political ideal of the party,

he said, “Muslim League is assertive of the fact that

wherever there is a Muslim majority in India, there should
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come into being such states where the Mulims can rule in
accordance with the Islamic law.” In reply to the welcome
address of the students of the Edwards College Peshawar
on Nov.27, 1945, the Quaid said, “We the two nations are
different not only in religion but we own two divergent
cultures. We have in our Deen a complete code of life which
provides a comprehensive guidance in all spheres of life.
We want to live by those norms. The Hindu leadership has
taken upon itself to reduce the Muslim into a minority and to
establish the “Ram Raj.” Addressing the students of the
Islamia College Peshawar, the Quaid-e-Azam said, “The
Muslim League is struggling to establish an independent
state in those parts of India where the Muslims are in
majority so that they could rule the country in accordance
with the Islamic law. In reception given in his honor by the
Karachi Bar Association on Nov 26, 1948 , the Quide
completely negated the argument of those who asserted
Pakistan to be a secular state rather than an Islamic one.
The Quaid had said on that occasion, “I am at a loss to
understand that some section of the people is making this
mischievous propaganda that the constitution of Pakistan
will not be based on the Islamic Sharia. Some people have
gone astray and some have been influenced by this

propaganda but | want to declare that not only Muslim but
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non Muslims should also not scare the least of this
arrangement. Let we do that and we will demonstrate it
before the whole world.

In his Eid felicitation message of August 8, 1945 to the
Muslims of India the Quaid said, “The Quranic
commandments are not limited only to the religion and
ethical sphere. As Gibbon has said the Quran is being
believed as a basic code by the people from the Atlantic to
the Ganges . It is admitted not only as religiosity but as the
civil and criminal code and such unchangeable laws that
govern the deeds and the possessions of the human beings.
Everybody except the ignorant ones does know that The
Quran is a perfect code for the believers. This is a code for
religious, social, civil, commercial, military, judicial and
criminal activities which are the concerns of all the people.
The Quran is all embracing and it contains an answer to all
the matters including salvation of the spirit, health of the
physical body, the human rights from the collective to the
individual case, from the ethics to the crimes and the
punishment for one’s deeds here and the retribution in the
Hereafter. At the eve of the opening ceremony of the State
Bank of Pakistan on the 1st January, 1948 , the Quide
emphasized for the replacement of Western for Islamic

economic system. The Quaid-e-Azam argued that the
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Western economic system had created enormous problems
and it seemed that only some miracle could save the world
from a dreadful collapse. “This system” he said, “has failed
in ensuring justice between individuals and ending ill will in
the international polity. The Western values, ideologies and
way of life cannot help us in reaching the desired destination
ahead of us. We have to work in our own way to achieve
sublimity and to present before the world an economic
system founded on human equality and social justice. In this
way we will be able to achieve our objective as Muslims. As
such we will be able to pass on this message to the world
that this is the system that can work for the welfare of the
human race and can secure it in a befitting way.” Talking to
the All India Muslim Student Federation in Jalandhar, the
Quaid said, “To me the Quran has given its verdict on the
system of government some thirteen hundred and fifty years
ago.”
This is the ideology that was fully embedded in the mind of
the Founder Father of Pakistan . Let us look at a few
references of Shaheed-Millat Khan Liaquat Ali Khan who
was a close associate and compatriot of the Quaid to know
that all the Muslim leaders had the same ideal in their mind.
On the 14th of January 1948 , in an appeal to the people of
the then NWFP ( Khyber Pukhtoonkhwah), Mr. Liaquat Ali
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Khan reminding them the declaration the Quaid-e-Azam had
said, “ We have Pakistan as our laboratory where we will
prove before the world how the Thirteen years old Islamic
principles are workable today.”(the Pakistan Times Jan 15,
1948 ) On another occasion khan Liagat Ali Khan declared
in Rawalpindi , “The constitution of Pakistan will be based
on the Commandments of the Holy Quran”. He further said,
“The Quaid-e-Azam and his companions wish to see
Pakistan thrive in such a strength that can offer its citizens
the guarantee of Justice.” (Pk. Times, April 17, 1948) On
another occasion he had said,” Pakistan has been achieved
for the purpose presenting it before the world as a model
based on the Islamic principles.”
Addressing a public gathering in Kohat on December 8,
1949 , Liagat Ali Khan had said, “As far as the people
wishes for the Islamic rule in Pakistan are concerned, the
Objective Resolution passed by the constitutional assembly
fully guarantees that purpose. It will be difficult for Pakistan
to sustain itself, If we fail to establish an Islamic rule here.
We have this determination to demonstrate that only Islam
can undo the prevailing problems and afflictions
overwhelming the world.” (Pak. Times Dec 9, 1949) Talking
to the International Economic Conference on the eve of its

installation Mr. Liagat Ali Khan said, “ Pakistan has the only
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yearning of serving Islam and the humanity at large as |
believe that the problems of the groping world can be solved
today only by Isalm. Islam does not divide the human life
into two sphere one for religion and the other for the worldly
affairs. It commands the believers to surrender before the
Almighty Allah both at the individual and collective levels.”
(Dawn Karachi, Nov 2, 1949) On another occasion the
Shaheed-e-Millat had said, “I have not forgotten what | had
promised with the Muslim voters before the realization of
Pakistan and that was to establish a system of rule on the
Islamic principles, which has no similitude in the world. It is
for this purpose that hundred of thousands of Muslims have
sacrificed their lives and about seven millions have migrated
through the blooded sea of death and killings. We have to
fulfill now what had been promised by establishing an
idealistic Islamic system, which is a dire need of the world
today.”(Pak Times Jan 8, 1950) On another occasion the
first prime minister had said, “We have a complete code of
life, a separate civilization and our own ways. We want to
adopt all this and want to get united under the Islamic
principles” (Pak Times Dec 8, 1949)

From amongst the religious scholars who supported the
Quaid-e-Azam, the most renowned was Maulana Shabir

Ahmad Usmani. Addressing the constitution assembly,
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passing the Objective Resolution he said, “We should not to
owl-like, which is unable to see things in daylight. Pakistan
is to prove a minaret of light to the world which is stuck in
the whirlpool of materialism and in the darkness of atheism
and infidelity. This is not a challenging but a peaceful
message for salvation. Before suggesting any system for the
world in general and for Pakistan in particular we should
understand with all absoluteness who is the Real Lord of all
the universe of which we and this country of ours are a part.
When we acknowledge that Authority as Supreme then we
have limited choice of action within the jurisdiction
prescribed by Him. No oppressive usage of the country is
legitimate for us. The aim of sending His apostles in this
world is to educate the human beings on limits of his
actions. The Objective Resolution is structured with words
which fulfill this requirement. It is from this point that the
secular and non-secular types of governments have to
follow two different routs.

The statements and declarations of the founder fathers of
Pakistan categorically mean nothing except “Pakistan Ka
Matlab Kiya : La llaha lllullah”. Only a very prejudiced and

stubborn man can go into denial of these historical facts.
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